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INTRODUETION,

SINCE  the publication of the: Oraithological’
Dictionary, we have continned our observations-
upon the characters and habits of British Birds, with
the usual ardour and indefatigable research, the:
result of which has been a very considerable addition
to our knowledge in that branch of natural history.

It might appear arrogant in us to enlarge upon
the advantages science may have derived from the
discoveries we have made, but we may venture to
say, that a censiderable portion: of new and inte-
resting matter will be found concerning the economy,
habits, changes, and variations of species not before
published ; and that descriptions of many new and
rare birds, elucidated by figures, will be observed to
enrich the following pages..

There yet remains much to be dene in order to
complete the history of the birds of Great Britain,
and which is daily swelling our notes; but as the
additional matter has already increased upon our
bands so much as to exceed the size of the original
work, it was thought most advantageous to the
~ public to give it in its present state, than to wait an
a2 indefinite



v INTRODUCTION..

indefinite time, till it had arrived at a more con-
siderable bulk.* By withholding individual informa-
tion, general knowledge is suspended. Science is
materially advanced by the promulgation of the
sentiments of individuals, and poor indeed must be
the resources of those from whom nothing is to be-
learned.

We have kept in view those points in Ornithology
on which there seems to have been various opinions,
im order that no epportunity might be suffered: to
escape, which could tend te clear up existing
doubts. We have strictly attended to the: changes
in the plumage of birds incidental to age, to sex, and
to season, and have taken the advantage of preserving
alive, every species that could be obtained, where
any material change was expected, or where the
manners required mere particular attention. By
this means we have been able to prove, in several
instances, that, what were before described as two or
three distinct species, are actually only one, and in
other cases we have indubitably aseertained, that,
what had been considered as varieties of the same
species, are perfectly distinct.

By the kind communications of numerous scientific
friends from one extremity of the kingdom to the
other, we trust this addition to the original work,
accompanied with copious scientific and provincial
synonyms, will form the most complete history of
British Birds extant. 1In all the important parts of

* This contains about 472 Pages closely printed.
informatien
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information, where ocular demonstration could not
be obtained, we have, as usual, referred to the
authority ; and if we have by accident omitted to
state the advantage we have derived from: the
assistance of any of our friends, we beg leave in this
place to request that an apology and general ac-.
knowledgement may be accepted.

We are not aware that any thing has been omitted.
that could contribute towards the completion of the
subject up to this date; but we by no means infer,
that we have obtained all the knowledge individuals
may’ possess. with regard to particular- species. If
we have differed from other naturalists upon some
intricate parts of native Ornitholegy, we shall be
happy to stand corrected by those who may offer
stronger evidences in support of a different opinion.
‘Fruth is the goal at which we aim; it is the essence
of all human knowledge, and therefore, where facts
could be produced, whether in opposition to the
opinion of others, or at variance with any former
opinion of our own, we have not scrupled to notice
them, being all equally liable to err.

We know that some species have been placed in
collections of British Birds, which are not to be found.
in this work; but without authentic information
upon the subject, we are not justified in recording
such upon the bare authority of a catalogue. Wo
should be happy to obtain sufficient authority for
giving such additions to the Fauna of Great Britain;
at the same time caution is required in the admission

. ad of



vi INTRODUCTION.

of subjects, without the fullest evidence of their
having been killed at large in the kingdom. It is.
well known that several species of birds have been
captured within these realms, that can have no claim
to originality, ner even to migratory accident ; such
circumetances therefore must be attributed to their
escape from- confinement. Some of these we shall
have occasion to mention in the progress of this.

work.

We have now only to solicit the same indulgence
from the public which we formerly experienced, not
doubting that the generous critic, and truly scientific
physiologist, will look favourably on the errors.
occasioned by a slip of the pen, or by typographical
delinquency. From those whose pen sips no other
drink than gall, we have no more expectation of
favour, than from the hand of an assassin continunally
imbued in blood ; their trades are somewhat congenial,.,
each stab in the dark, and are too frequently actuated

by similar motives.
G. MONTAGU.

Knowle, June, 1813.
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LIST OF PLATES.

———e—

CirL BunTING—Fem.

Piemy CurRLEW, or PIiGMY SANDPIPER, in its
winter plumage.

FERRUGINOUS, or NYRocA Drek—Mas.

ASH-COLOURED FaLncon—NMax,

LITTLE GALLINULE.

OLIVACEOUS GALLINULE.

EARED GRERE,

SCLAVONIAN (REDE.

LitTLE GuLL—Immatured.

FrECKLED HERON.

LiTTLE WHITE HERON.

AUSTRIAN PRATINCOLE.

GREEN SANDPIPER—Infantine plumage.

LiTTLE SANDPIPER—OId and young.

WooDb, or LONG-LEGGED SANDPIPER,

BROWN SNIPE.

JADREKA SNIPE, or RED-Gopwitr—Var.

RED-BREASTED SNIPE.

NPOTTED SNIPE.

GULL-BILLED T'ERN.

ROSEATE T'ERN.

NSANDWICH 'TERN.

SOLITARY THRUSH.

TRACHEE of ANas/Nyroca-and GLACIALIS, &e.







SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

Denithological Dictionary,

A

..A.TLSA-COCK. Vide Puffin,
ALK. Vide Auk-black-billed, and Razor-bill,

ALLAMOTTI. Vide Petrel-stormy.
ALLAN. Vide Gull-arctic.

ANNET. Vide Kittywake,
ASSILAG. Vide Petrel-stormy,
AUK-BLACK-BILLED. Alca Pica,

PROVINCIAL,
Alk or Oke,

In order fo strengthen our former opinion cencerning the
distinction we conceive to exist between this and the Razor~
bill, and as far as possible remove any discordance in the opi=
nion of oihers, it will be proper to detail our more recent
observations on the bird in question.

In the year 1802, on the 23rd of January, a variety of
this bird was shot on the south coast of Devén. It weighed
between sixteen and seventeen ounces: the farrow at the
base of the bill was white : from the base of the upper man-
dible to the eye was an obscure line of white feathers: the
forehead aud crown black : sides of the head behind the

& eyesy
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eyes, extending round the nape dingy-white: the upper part.
of the body and wings, as usual, black : sides of the chin
speckled dusky : the feathers of the throat white, slightly
tipped with dusky : neck, breast, and upper part of the
belly slightly tipped with sooty-brown, giving the feathers a
grey appearance, as if they had been soiled by some ex-
traneous matter.

Another variety was shot on the 3rd of February. This
weighed twenly ounces : the length sixteen inches: breadth
twenty eight inches: the bill was furrowed, and had one
white line across each mandible on both sides : inside of the
mouth yellow : the irides hazel: the eleven first quills were all
black, the rest tipped with white, about sixteen in number :
from the bill to the eye an obscuré line of speckled feathers .
legs quite black, and in other respects like the last,

A third specimen, killed on the 16th of February, 1808,
had its bill destitute of furrows, and not the smallest ap.
pearance of any white line between the bill and the eye,

There is nothing very remarkable in the trachea of this
species ; it is ralher compressed, and the last ring at the di-
varication is very firm aud bony,

From the preceeding description of the variety to which
this bird is incident, we might be led to conclude, that all
the intermediate stages might be found between this and the
Razor-bill, that would reduce them to the same species ; but
that is not the case. The weight, and length of this bird are
invariably much less, and the dark colour of the head and neck
is never observed to possess that rusty tinge, the character of
the Razor-bill in all seas: ns.

It will also be obseryed, that in the young of the Razor.
bill, from the time it shews its nestling feathers, to the time
of its autumnal migration, the whole head and upper part
of the neck are dusky. But there is a stronger mark of dis.
tinction than even these, observable in their babits, for we

are
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are informed by Fabricius, in his Fauna Groenland, that
these birds are in greater plenty in that country, during the
breeding season, than the Razor-bill, and th .t they disperse
in winter,

If this is really the case, and there is no reason to doubt
such good authority, it being impossible to be mistaken in the
bird, the matler is clearly decided; for if the Black-billed
Auk was really no other than the young Razor-bill imma-
tured in plumage, and continuing so till after the breeding
season of the second year, surely such imperfect birds would
be equally as plentiful amongst our swurms of Razor-hills du-
ring summer as in Greenland : whereas, on the contrary, no

-such occurrence has been recorded, nor a specimen of the
Black-billed Auk killed on the southern parts of the coast
of England till the month of November, a period long after
the others have departed. Besides we affirm, thatout of
many hundreds, perhaps thousands, we have shot of both the
Razor-bill, and Foolish Guillemot, on varicus parts of the
coast of England in the breeding season, ncither the Blacka
billed Auk nor the Lesser Guillemot, ever occurred. * Whate
ever therefore may be the little varieties of both these birds
which bring them a shade nearer to those of which they .
have been by some naturalists considered as only the young,
we should recollect, that though they have not been disco-
vered to breed within the islands of Great Britain, yetthey are
described by northorn physiologists as resorting to the arctie
regions for that purpose, aud disperse into lower latitudes
during the icy months, when those seas are frozen. It is
then that the northern parts of Britain receive abundance of
them in company with the Lesser Guillemot, and a few
spread over the southern parts.

Thus these birds supply the place of the Razor-bill, and
Foolish Guillemot, who leave us to seek a more southern

elime duriug the inclement season,
B2 What
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What separates the Rook and the Crow but their habits,
for not a feather is different? It is their manners and note
that detect them. How many are there that still seem to
doubt the distinction between the Corvorant and Shag to be
more than sexual ? How are the Greater and Lesser Black-
backed Gulls to be known but by habits, since naturalists
give great scope to variety in size as well as in plumage, for
although there is sufficient distinction in the colour of the bill
and legs, yet these require perhaps the maturation of several
years? the manners and habits therefore of such nearly allied
birds, are, if they caa be obtained, the best criterion of dis-
tinction. These and other similar spccies indigenous to our
own country, within the means of our personal observation,
teach us that habits are less erring than the usual marks of
discrimination.

Suppose for instance the Black-billed Auk did actually put
on the exact plumage, and other markings ¢f the Razor-bill
in the breeding season, (but which is not found to be the
case) yet if the former should only visit us in the winter, and
the latter only in the summer, who eould doubt of their actual
distinction, independent of their difference jn size ? As there=
fore we have such gnod authority for this species inhabiting
Greenland in abundance in the summer months, and that they
actually breed there, we must nol consider the little variety
sometimes observed in their feathers to be a step towards that
maturity which would stamp the true character of the Razor=
bill ; for we know others of this class, as well as that of the
Guillemot, vary considerably in plumage, and none more than
the Black Guillemot, of which no less than seven or eight
varicties are described, some of them so very different, as to
have heen considered distinct species.

Since then it has been ascertained that the Black.billed
Auk breeds within the artic regions, and there, known by its
different plumage, we may conclude it isat no season suffi-

ciently
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aiently like the Razor-bill to admit of their being confounded.
And we can have no doubt but that the Lesser Guillemot is
as distinct from the Common species, and breeds also in si-
milar latitudes. We may therefore safely conclude, that those
species which visit us in the winter migrate from the same
northern regions, though each may have its limits or peculiar
haunts ; aud like better known species may not be found to
inhabit all situations alike.

We have been rather diffuse on this suhject in order to
clear up existing doubts by personal experience. But we
shall Lave occasion to touch upon it again under the head of
Guillemot-lesser, as well as under that of Auk Razor-billed,

AUK LITTLE, Alca alle.
Little black and white Diver, Greenland Dove, or
Sea-Turtle. Bewick B. Birds, ii fig. p. 172.

PROVINCIALL.
In Zelland is called Rochie. Rotch, or Ratch.

The birds of this species that visit Great Britain in the
autumnal and winter months, most certainly come from the
more northern parts of Europe, like the preceding, and very
few, if any, breed with us except in the northem parts
of Scotland They retire from the frozen shores of Green-
land and Spitzbergen; but remain contented where they
can obtain food from the liquid element, aud consequently few
migrate so far as the southern parts of England.

Muller and Fabricius are evidences of the northern habits
of this bird, the latter speaks of their being plentiful, and
states that they lay two eggs the size of those of a pigeon,
white tinted with blue. A variety is mentioned that is totally"
white, and another with a red breast.

Since we last treated of this bird, three specimens have come
under examination that were taken in the south of England
in the winter ; one on the 4tv of December, in the year 1804,

anolber
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another on the 25th of November, 1805, and the third on the
17th of January, 1806. These were dissected in order to
discover the sex, with a view to ascertain if there was any
sexual difference in the plumage, it having been said that the
throat of the male was black. The first of these proved lo
be a male, the description of which is as follows,
~ Length eight inches and a half. Upper part of the head
black, taking in the eyes, (which are whitish) ; the sides of
the head are white, which runs tackward and forms a narrow
band across the nape, sprinkled with dusky; but immediately
above the eye is a small white spot : the whole under parts
white ; the chin and fore-part of the neck speckled dusky ; the
intermediate part or throat pure while: scapulars with four
or five white streaks, or marks disposed iz longitadinal lines :
the thighs are mixed with a few black feathers: the upper
parts of the plumage are of the usual black colour, and the
secondary quills tipped with white : legs and feet dusky.
This was found dead near the coast in the South of Devon.
The second was found dead near Bridgewaler, in Somer-
setshire, and differed in nothing from the former but in sex.
The third was taken alive in a pool of fresh walter close to
the estuary of Kingsbridge, in Devonshire, from which by
reason of some defecl it did not altempt to rise; and refusing
all sustenance died the next day. In this there was no pere
ceptable difference in plumage from the others, and conses
quently the sex was not attended te, or at least not noted,
The Little Auk has somelimes been found dead very re.
mote from the sea. The Rev. Mr. Dalton, of Copgrove,
near Kunaresborough, in Yorkshire, assures us that both the
Alca aile, and Procellaria pelagica, have been found near his
houses  Whether these were driven by stor.u.s, or attempted
to cross the land from one sea to the other, is difficult to
determine,
There can be no doubt that this species and perhaps some
others
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others of the tribe of Auks and Guillemots, appear in a dif.
ferent plumage in winter than what they assume in summer,
particularly about the head. ‘Those who have described this
species from specimens taken in the breeding season, have
informed us that the head and neck are black ; whereas those
taken in winter have the throat, under part of the neck, and
cheeks invariably white. This opinion has been confirmed by
a physiological friend, the Rev. Mr. Ileming, whose station
in Zetland has enabled him to attend to the habits of some
of our more northern birds. This gentleman assures us,
that the Little Auk visits Zetland in the winter, and that then
they all have the white about the head and neck; but that
specimens in his possession, shot in Greenland in the summer,
had those parts black, with a small white spot over the eye,
which lastis common at all seasons.

It is this periodical change of plumage that has caused so
much controversy with respect to another species of this
genus, as well as of some of the Guillemols, the white parts
about the head and neck having been by some injudiciously
considered as the criterion of infancy. But it is a most un-
natural supposition that the young and the old birds should
have a general separationin the autumn, because in the wintep
all that are noticed on our coasts possess more or less white
on those parts. This circumstance alone should rather be
adduced as a presumplive evidence that other birds of this
kind have a periodical change of plumage Lwice in the year,
since it is by no means a peculiar property. Tle Blacke
billed Auk, and Lesser Guillemot, (both of which are only
found in this country during the winter when the others leave
us, and which have similar markings about the head and neck,
to those of the Little Auk,) probably have those parts black,
on their return to the arctic regions to breed. But of this
more is said in its proper place,

AUK-RAZOR-BILLED.
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AUK-RAZOR-BILLED. Aleca torda.
Razor-bill Orn. Dict.
Auk. Mutre, Falk. Marrot. Scout. Bewick ii. t. p. 164.

PKOVINCIAL.
In Zetland is called Hiogga. Sea-crow. Bawkie.
Alk, or Oke. Falk,

Having in our own opinion adduced incontrovertable rea-
#ons, under the head of Auk-black-billed, to shew that it is
perfectly distinct from this, we shall candidly innumerate
our observations from personal experience.

It will be seen in the former part of the Ornithological
Dictionary, \hat in the young of this species taken in the
nmionth of July, before they could dy, no difference was ob-
servable in plumage from the adult. It is true we have since
had repeated ocular proufs of this fact, but we acknowledge -
to have had our astonishment excited by a young specimen
brought to us alive en the fourth of August, 1802. 'This
was larger than those we had usually obtained, (some of
which had not any white fiom the bill to the eye) but it was
still incapable of flying, the quills not having arrived at ma.
turity.

The bill was destitute of furrows, but the line of white
feathers from the bill to the eye was as conspicuous nearly.
as in adulis: the upper part of lhe head and cheeks
black ; the throat speckled black and white; on the upper
part of the neck before, and on the sides, several white fea
thers were observable amongst the black, and upon lifting up
the feathers on those parts, a great many young white fea«
thers were seen emerging through the skin.

Now by comparing the plumage of this bird with that of
the young of inferior age and size, and both with the adult,
and with the Black.billed Auk, we should find circumstances

with
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with respect to plumage not reconcileable but by considering
them the same species, subject to variety, were it not for
other incontrovertible facts to the contrary. To a collector
only of these subjects it might appear, that a cerlain degree
of gradation in plumage was apparent, (being ignorant of
habits, weight, and measurement,) since in the most infant
plumage the early young resemble the parent in the whole
head and neck being black, and only differing in the want
of the white line to the eye. At a further advanced age,
(but before the quill feathers are perfected,) the white line
from the bill to the eye is very conspicuous, and the white
feathers on the throat, and neck, appearing in spots, it might
be inferred that the cheeks would next become spotted, and
Iastly, that the black” on these parts would wholly disappear,
and thus unite the two into one species.

If indeed the union rested upon plumage alone, the ap-
pearance of the white line of feathers from the bill to the
eye, weuld be unfavourable to the cause, because in no one
instance have we observed anappearance of such a mark ia
the Black-billed Auk, till after the month of December, and
very obscurely in the month of January. Besides in all the
Foolish Guillemots taken in the winter, not the least dif-
ference is observable in their plumage from what it is in the
summer months. But to that bird, whose habits are similar,
we refer for further particulars.

It is indeed extremely difficult to account for some of the
changes observed in the plumage of particular birds ; but it
certainly appears very unlikely, that the Razor-bill, who at
first is destitute of such a mark, and afterwards in the month
of August, before it could fly assumes this white mark,
should again discharge it in October or November, to ap-
pear in the dress of the Black-billed Auk; and again ac-
quire it in the month of March, when they first appear as
Razor-Dills on our rocky coasts. But even il this most sin-

C gulag
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gular and uncommon change of plumage (no less than four
times within the space of eight or nine months) was admitted
to be effected by the Razor-bill, the other species has been
traced to its breeding place, and possessing habits of dis-
tinction : and it is well known, that until birds arrive at
an adult state of plumage, they are incapable of breeding.

That many birds during the whole period of their lives
change part of their plumage spring and autumn, is well
known ; but we do not recollect any instance where the
young assume the most perfect summer plumage of the pa
rent bird, to change it again for the winter dress, such as
adult birds are frequently observed to effect, except in a few
instances where the inhabitants of the snowy regions assimie
Jate the colour of their plumage to their situation,

The instance of some of our well-known birds will serve
to exemplify the fact. The Grey, and White Wagtails, both
change a part of their plumage after the breeding season; the
black feathers on the throat are replaced by white ones. The
Golden Plover is destitute of the black on the fore part of
the neck and breast, in the winter, which characterizes it in
the breeding season ; but neither the young of this, nor of
either of the Wagtails, parlake of these parts of the summer
plumage of their parents, till they commence the task of pre-
paring for a progeny of their own the succeeding summer.
Thus the young of these, and many other species of birds,
are al first clothed, similar to the parent birds in their aua
tumnal change, and with them continue in one uniform
plumage during the ensuing winter. This is a natural and
comman change ;3 but similar changes are innumerable in
those birds where there is a material sexual distinction in
the plumage. 1Insuch cases it is an invariable rule, that
the young of both sexes at first appear in the dress of their

female parent, and that the male attire is in some the work
of
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of only a few months, while in others perhaps two, or more
years may be required to perfect it.

There would be no difficulty in supposing that the old
Razor-bills throw off the black feathers on the sides of the
head, throat, and fore part of the neck, as well as the white
feathers that constitute the line from the bill to the eye, on
the approach of winter, it being nothing more extraordinary
than we notice in the Wagtails, and a variety of other birds:
but we cannot reconcile the circumstance of so nnusual a
change, as it is requisite the Razor-bill should make (as be
fore stated) to connect it with the Black-billed Auk as one
species. '

In some of the birds who are confined to those regions,
where, for one half the year at least, the surface of the earth
is covered with boundless snow, anantumnal change in the
plumage of both old and young takes place. Here we pera
ceive the Ptarmigan invariably effect this curious, and we
may add most providential change; for if the young of those
birds at first assumed their snowy winter plumage, while yet
the surface of the ground was not consonant with their co-
lour, few would escape the piercing eye of the Falcon, or
the Eagle, in the lofty and exposed situations they are found
toinhabit. It has therefore been wisely ordered that these
should at first appear like their parents in a mottled plumage,
similar to the lichen-covered rocks they frequent, and con«
tinue in this dress till the approach of winter, when old and
young become equally as white as the surrounding snow.
These are changes incidental to the habits of particular spe-
cies, and are facts well known to those who explore the
secrets of mnature: but we cannot imagine an unnatural
change of plumage, for which we have no precedent, in order
to connect two species, when other ohstinate facts must ine
fallibly keep them distinct,

: c¢2 We
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We shall now dismiss this subject with a reference to the
Auk-black-billed, and Guillemot-lesser and Foolish.

B.

BASS-COCK. Vide Puffin,
BAWKIE. Vide Auk-razor-bill.
BEE-EATER-COMMON. Mecrops apiaster.,
Bec-eater. Shaw. Nat. Miscel. t. 162.  Lath. Syn, Sup.
i, p. 148. No. 1. Br.Miscel. t. 69. M. & F.

This species is common in Egypt, where it is called Meli-
noorghi (Bees Enemy) and is eaten for food. At the
Cape of Good Hope it is called Gnat-snapper; andis a
guide to the Hottentots by directing them to the honey,
which the bees store in the clefts of the rocks. It probably
breeds in some parls of Spain and Portugal, as we arc as«
sured by an officer that it was not uncommon about Bada-
Jjos, where he observed a considerable number flying about
like swallows, but that they frequently pitched, and as.
sembled together in trees in the gardens. This was in the
spring of the year 1811, while the allied army was encamp-
ed before Badajos.

BITTER-BUM. Vide Bittern.
BITTERN. Ardea stellaris
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 300, No. 7. Bewick Br. Birds,
11. t. p. 47.

PROVINCIAL,

Bog-bumper. Bitter-bum. Bumble.

The occassion of the bellowing noise made by this bird,
particularly in the breeding season, is supposed to be 2 loose
membrane at the divarication of the trachea, capable of

great
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great distention, and which can be filled with air and exploded
at pleasure. Doctor Latham informs us, that Mr., Lamb
had observed this structure in several he dissected.

Whether this membrane has a direct communication with
the trachea, independent of the lungs, is not noticed. If it
is only an enlargement of the membrane, that in many birds
is observed within the thorax, close to the clavicles, it is a
peart of that conformation which constitutes the air cells so pe-
culiar to birds. The aspira arteria of those we have dis-
sected had nothing very remarkable, and certainly had no
communication with the interior of the body but through the
lungs. If this membrane is a part of the branchi of the
trachea, ours were not capable of any great extention ; the
interior part of the divarications is wholly membranous of &
very fine texture; and the exterior sides are furnished with
very slender cartilaginous bars, for they do not surround the
branchial tubes of the ¢rachea. This membranous structure
of the part in qucstion is by no means uncommon in other
species, '

In fact the propagation of sound, and different notes in
animals, is at present very imperfectly understocd ; and the
curious conformation observed in the ¢rachea of some species
of birds, rather puzzle than confirm any hypothesis upon
the subject. -

If we were to reason mechanically, we might conclude thag
the labyrinth at the lower extremity, or the enlargement in
the middle of the ¢rachea of some Eirds, especially the semi=
ossious chambers in the Mergansers, and some species of
Ducks, were intended as condensers to assist in the compress
sion of the air for augmenting the sound ; but experiénce in-
forms us this is not the case, for some birds possessing a la«
byrinth have weak voices, exemplified in the Mallard or male
of the common Duck. But as sound is produced by birds
from the lower extremity of the ¢rachea, and not from the

€3 L=y
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larynx, the comlensation of air before that part cannot pro-
mote the force of the expulsion of it through the soniferous
organ, but only serves to modulate the tone. As we have
touched upon this subject in another place, it is unnecessary to
enlarge upon it in Lhis.

BITTERN-LITTLE. Ardea minuta.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 301. No. 8. Bewick Br. Birds,

11, t. p. 51,

A female of this rare species was shot contigious to the
river Credey, in Devonshire, in the month of May, 1808. It
was only wounded in the wing and was kept alive for two
days ; and it was observed to sit with its neck contracted like
the common Heron, but with the bill pointing upwards.
Upon dissection, about forty eggs were counted in the
ovaries, some of which were so considerably enlarged, as
toinduce an opinion that a brood would have been proa
duced in this country, especially as a male was afterwards
shot not very distant, and had been previously seen near the
same place. A third was also killed in the same neighbour~
hood during that summer.

Mr. Comyns who gave us the above information, hias two
of these birdsin his collection.

It is found in some parls of Asia, particularly in Arabia ;
and if a little variety of plumage may be admitted, is an in-
habitant of New Holland; this differs merely in having a
few lengthened black spots down the fore part of the neck ;
such has been observed in the marshes about Port Jackson in
December, and is called by the natives Duralia.

Mr. Fleming informs us, that one was shot at Sanda, in
the Orknies, in the winter of 180J5.

BLUE-CAP. YVide Titmouse-blue.
BOATSWAIN, Vide Gull-black-toed.
There
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There appears to bea bird which is observed to breed on
the Black-rock, on the coast of France, belonging either to
the Gull, or Tern genus, which the British sailors have de~
nominated Boatswain-hird. One of his Majesty's ships of
war being stationed off that place, gave an opportunity for
a party to land, and collect the eggs which were in great
abuudance. An officer preserv:d some of these eggs, which
were given to us; and upon comparison they appear to be
nearest allied to those of the Terns, but are larger, though
not so large as the egg of the smallest species of Gull: no
thing therefore can induce a belief that so rare a bird as the
Black-toed Gull can be in such abundance on a neighbouring
coast. It is however probable that the bird in question is
either the Sandwich, or Gull-billed Tern.

BOG-BUMPER. Vide Bittern.

BONXIE. Vide Gull Skua.
BRAMBLING-GREATER. Vide Bunting-tawny,
BRAMBLING-LESSER. Vide Bunting-mountain,
BROAD-BILL. Vide Shoveler-blue-winged.
BUD-PICKER. YVide Finch-bul.

BULLS-EYE. YVide Purre.

BUMBLE. Vide Bittern.
BUNTING-BLACK-HEADED. Vide Bunting-reed.
BUNTING-CIRL. Emberiza Cirlus.

Lin, Trans. vil. p. 276. Lath, Syn. Sup. ii, p. 199.

Since the publication of the Ornithological Dictionary,
we had the honor of laying before the Linnean Society, some
further information respecting the watural history of this
bird, which was published in the 7th vol, of their Transac-
tions; to that work therefore we refer the curious reader,
and shall only remark one or two circumstances for the in-
formation of those who may not have the means of benefiting
by such reference.

Having

!
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Hz;ving taken the young of this bird, it was found that in-
sects were their most partial food ; especially the Common
Grasshopper. When they could peck, the smaller seeds
were accepfable, and canary the favorite ; of grain, wheat
and barley were rejected, but oats were greedily devoured
after they had dexterously, and quickly deprived them of the
‘outer coat. ; '

The monotonous song of the male was incessant, and sb
shrill and piercing, as to be offensive: it resembles so much
the vociferous call-notes of the Lesser White-throat Sylvig
sylviella, that it requires more than ordinary knowledge in
the language of birds vot to be deceived.

The female has only a simple plaintive note,

Since the paper an this subject was honored with a place
in the Transactions before recited, we have made the fol-
lowing remarks, which serve to prove this bird not to be so
extremely local as at first considered.

An ingenious observer of the native birds around Bridge-
walter, Mr. Anstice, (a gentleman to whom we are under
many obligations for valuable information, and take this op-
portunity of public acknowledgement) assured us, that in the
summer of 1803, he shot a male of this species near that
town, which he knew to be that bird by the figure in the
Ornithological Dictionary ; and since that he has favoured
us with scvaial specimens from the same quarter. :

In April, 1:C5, in atour eastward, we observed a pair of
Cirls in the high road between Bridgewater and Glastonbury :
this is the utmost of their range east we have hitherto been
able to ascertain, ' s '

To the westward it has been clearly traced to Falmouth, in
Cornwall; a specimen was in the collection of Colonel
George, of Penryn, which was shot near that place, as the

Colonel informed us.
It
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1t has been also observed in some of the interior parts of
Devon, especially about Ashburton.

BUNTING-COMMON. Emberiza miliaria,
Bewick Br. Birds, 1. t. p. 145.

Is observed in small flocks as far north as Zetland in the
winter, but retires in the spring.

&
’

BUNTING-MOUNTAIN. Emberiza Montana

The doubts which have existed respecting the distinclion
hetween the Mountain, the Tawny, and the Snow Buntings,
have induced us to pay as much attention to the subject as
opportunity afforded. It is true the scarcity of (hese birds
in the southern parts of England does not afford frequent
gpportunity of examination, but a sufficient number has been
obtained to relieve our mind from any doubts on the subject;
our observations thercfore will be found under the respective
species in question, |

Two birds which appear to belong to this species were
sent to us by Mr. Anstice, who shot them on the Mendip
hills, in severe snowy weather. This gentleman remarked
that he first noticed this bird about ten years befure, and
had twice sincein similar weather observed large flocks which
continued many days near the same place, alighting on the
ground at short intervals of flight, in a hurried, and ap.
parently distressed slate, and generally bent their course from
porthwest to southeasl.

These two birds differ greatly in plumage, but which ap-
pears to be merely a sexual distinction. The largest, which is
considered the male, answers tolerably well to the description
originally given, but as there are some parliculars not noticed,
it may be proper to more fully describe so obscure a species
frem the specimens before us.

The
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The hill is yellow, with the point dusky : the forehead and
part of the crown chesnut, gradually decreasing backwards,
becoming only a tinge of that colour on the hind head :
on the cheeks a paler patch of the same : the back part of
the neck, scapulars, back, and rump, cinerious-grey mixed
with dusky, particularly on the back, where the middle of the
feathers possess more of the last colour : the upper tail-
coverts are whitish, the largest immediately impending the
tail dusky, broadly margined with grey: the whole under
parts white, except a ferruginous bar on the upper part of the
" breast, very obscure in the middle: the six first quill feathers
dusky, slightly edged with grey on the outer webs, and on
the points of Lthe three last; the seventh has part of the inner
web white half way from the base, and a slight streak of the
same down the outer web close to the shaft; the eighth like
the last, but the outer web is white, with dusky spots ; from
the ninth to the twelfth all white on the inner web, and down
the outer web close to the shaft, with a dusky margin; the
two succeeding, all while; those next the body dusky-black,
bordered with ferruginous : the smaller coverts are mottled
dusky.black, and cinerious, the feathers being deeply mar-
gined with the latter ; the last row of these next to the
greater coverts is tipped with white, forming a narrow band
across the wing: the coverts immediately impending the
quills much the same, tinged with ferruginous: the tail
somewhat forked, the six middle feathers dusky.black,
margined with pale ferruginous-brown, the fourth en each
side the same, with a white stripe down the inner web
near the shaft ; the two outerall white, except half the outer
web towards the tip, which is dusky : legs and claws black,
the hind claw slightly hooked and nearly double the length
of any other.

The supposed female shot in company with the above is
somewhat less, bill and legs the same. ‘The forehead and

crown
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crown deep chesnut brown ; cheeks the same but rather paler
the rest of the head above, back of the neck, scapulars, back,
ramp, and tail coverts ferruginous brown, more or less mottiedl
with dusky, as the middle feathers are more or less of that
colour, and of which the upper part of the back is most pre.
dominant, and least on the upper tail coverts: chin and
throat dirty white : upper part of the breast crossed by a
band of dull chesnut, above which the feathers are pale
tipped with dusky, giving a speckied appearance to that
part; the rest of the under part:s sullied white: the wings
are nearly similar in marking to those of the male, especially
the smaller coverls, bul the white in the quill feathers is less,
not one of which is without sorne dusky toward their tip,
and the brown parts incline to ferruginous ; the spurious
wing like thatof the male, but 130t so full a black : the tail.
is dusky, with a ferruginous ting: 2 on the lighter borders; thz
two outer feathers like those of the other sex, but the four';h
from the centre wants the whil:e on the inner web close to
the shaft,

This species, which appears 1:0 be less frequent than the
two others with which it is con founded, is rather less than
the Tawny Bunting, and is ess tially different in plamage
from those now before us ; and might at once be distiraguish=
ed by the smaller coverls, whic h as well as the greater part
of the wings, except the prime « fuills, are plain whit 2 ir the
Tawny 3 but if all other distin/ :tions were wanling, the sus
perior breadth of the tail featl iers, as well as tliose of the
wings, and the second fealher o f the wing being, the longest
in the Tawny, are fixed and ¢ elerminale chararters of dis
tinction. In the Mounlain Bt mting the two fist feathers of
the wing are nearly of the same : lenglh. g

That both these are perfe elly distinct from the Snow
Bunting cannot be doubted, i [ the culour of’ the bill alove
was in general consulted, inde -pendent of tlre material difs

fereice
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ference in markings ; sometimes however the bill is yellowish
at the base, as may be observed by the following description,

BUNTING-SNOW. Emberiza nivalis.
Thorntow’s Tour, p. 134. Bewick Br, Birds, 1. p. 152

PROVINCIAL,

Spow-fowl, OQat-fowl,

In order that a comparison may be made, and the species
more easily identified, we have thought proper to give a
fuller description of the 'Snow, the 'l'awuy, and the Mo;_mting
Buntings, from recent specimens.

Tlie bill, in the specimen now before us, is yellowish, with
the tip black. The whole head, neck, upper part of the
hack, and ail the under parts pure white, except a tinge of
rast-colour on the forchead and back of the head ; the rest
of the bacis, scapulars, and tertials black, margined with
rufous white : the upper tail coverts white : the alule spuria
black ; the prime quills black half way from their points,
except on the inner webs of ome, their base and the whole
of the secondaries pure white ; greater and smaller coverts
quite np to the ridge of the wing white: the three outer
teatheirg of the tail white, except a small spot of black on the
exterior web of the first, and. the poinls of the shafts of the
two othei's ; the rest are more or less black, margined, and
tipped white: legs, toes, and} claws black; the hind claw
‘,Ei‘g!:tl}‘ hooked,

So very rarely does this bir.d migrate {a the southern party
of Ingland, thalin the many ryears we have attended to the
subject, no one instance has oc curred, and yet if the bird has
not been misiaken, there is re: json for believing it may breed
in the Scotish [iighlauds. Colipnel Thornton in his sporting
tour i that country, says, spow-flcaks were seen upon the

summit
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summit of a Ptarmigan mountain, August the 2gth, My,
Fleming says, itis common in Zetland in the winter only.

BUNTING.TAWNY Emberiza glacialis
Bewiek Br. Birds, 1. t. p. 154,

PROVINCIAL.

Greater-Brambling.

This species does not by any means appear to be so rare
in the Southern parts as either of the preceding ; many have
come under examination in a fresh slate within these few
years, and one alive, which we shall have occasion to speak
of again ; but first to give a more perfect description of a
male now before us, which was shot on the coast of south
Devon, not very distant from the Start, on the 20th of
October, 1802.

Weight six drams and a quarter : length seven inches.
Bill yellow, point black : the top of the liead tawny, with a
few dark chesnut spots: meck pale dull yellow, the lower
part before becoming of a bright tawny : chin and throat
white: back and scapulars black, the feathers deeply mar-
gined with taway, giving them a spotted appearance : rump
tawny: two or three of the upper tail coverts white: breast,
and all beneath white: the eight first quills are white at their
base, the black part (which is more or less slightly tipped
and margined with white) occupies nearly the whole of the
two or three first, and running oblique across the others,
forms only a black tip to the eighth feather ; from the eighth
to the fourteenth are pure while, except a small dusky
spot on the tips of the ninth and tenth; those close to the
body, and their coverts black, deeply margined with tawny :
the greater, and smaller coverts of those quills which are
white, are of that colour, extending quite to the ridge of the

wing ;
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wing : the greater caverts of the primaries, are like them,
white, lipped with black : alula spuria black; the first and
second quill feathers are the longest, and the latter rather
exceeds the other : the three outer feathers of the tail on each
side are white, except tha tips of the outer webs.of the two
first, and the whole tip of the third, which are black, edged
with yellowish white ; the fourth has only a little white at
the base ; the others are black, margined at the tip with
pale tawny : legs and claws black, the hind claw not much
hooked, nor much longer than the middle one.

The secondary quill feathers, and all the coverts above
them, up to the ridge of the wing being white, makes a very
large and conspicuous bed of that coiour down the wing.

Other male birds shot in succeeding years, both in Devone
shire and Somersetshire, some of which were killed in the
depth of winter, very nearly corresponded with the above,
but in some instances more inclined to tawny.

The female was taken alive by a bird-catcher at Plymouth,
in the winter of 1807, and was bought by Mr. I’rideanx, of
that place, who kept her in a cage for some months, and
afterwards presented her ta us, She was fed with mixed seeds,
but prefered that of Canary, with which she became 50 ex-
cessively fat, that it was probably the occasion of fily, in one
of which she died, after a confinemeut of seven or eight
months.

She always continued shy to the last; by day seldom
moving from the perch but to feed, but by candle light, was
constantly ruuning backwards and forwards at the bottom
of the cage, in the manner of a Lark, but would occasianally
hop.

She uttered a shrill note of alarm when frightened, but
it was a mere monotonous chirp.

This sex is readily distinguished by having less tawny about
the head, and particularly by having all the greater coverts of

the
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the wings black, tipped with white, and the lesser coverts
black and grey mottled, as well as less white in the quill
feathers,

BUSTARD GREAT. Otis Tarda.
Rural Sports, 11. t. p. 383. Shaw. Zool. Lect. t. 72,
Bewick Br. Birds, 1.t. p. 326.

One of this speciesshot in Devonshire in the year 1804, and
taken to Plymouth market, was bought by a Publican for a
shilling ; an evident proof that refined luxury had not found
'its ' way so far westward from the metropolis, since a poulterer
'in London would have demanded two or three guineas for it.
‘But so rare a wanderer was not stamped with its real value,
‘where it'was unknown, and the Landlord perhaps consider=
“ing-it'fit for a secondary table, fairly speculated upon the cost
of a dish that perhaps did not exceed one half-penny in the
pound, and had it dressed for the dinner of some riders,
These itinerant gentlemen being as ignorant as the narives, of
the prize set before them, and perceiving upon dissection, the
difference in the colour of the pectoral muscle from the other
part of the breast (a circuamstance not unusual, especially in
the Grous kind) voted it improper food, and ordered it
from table.

Some neighbouring gentlemen happening to sup at the inn
the evening after, and hearing of the ecircumstance, desired
they might be introduced to this.princely bird, and partook
of it cold, at this repast.

The above story was related to us by a gentleman of pro-
perty and strict veracity, residing in the county.

Could this bird have been likeued to any known species of
game, for which there is so much demand, it might have
proved a treasure to the captor ; for the Lesser Bustard was
offered for a very reduced price in the same market, not
anany years since, when some person pronounced it a Heath

fowl
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fowl, (a bird inkiabiting some parts of Devon) and the price
instantly rose to five shillings, which a friend who afterwards
sent it to us, did not hesitate to give.

The Great Bustard has decreased so rapidly wilhin these
twenty years, that in a few years more not a vestige of them
will remdin in these realins. The SBepberds with whom we
have conversed lately, declare they have not seen one in their
most favourite haunts, upon the extensive downs of Wiltshire,
for the last two or three years, where we have often con-
templated this noble bird with so much pleasure, and regard-
ed them as an vbject well worth every attempt to cultivate
in their native plains; for all the artful means iried to keep
and domesticate them, so as to procure increase, have proved
abortive.  The length of their days is so reduced in that
state, that few have exceeded two or three years, and have
never shewn any inclination to breed.

BUSTARD-LITTLE. Otis Tetrax.

Nat. Miscel. xiv. t. 573. fem. Bewick Br. Birtjs, 1.t
p. 330. :

Bewick makes mention of two specimens he had seen, that
were shot in England, both females ; one of which was taken
on the border of Newmarket heath.

Anaother was shot near Romsey, in January, 1809, as we
are informed by Doctor Latham, which was also a female.

In the middle of October, 1810, we observed one of these
birdsin a turnip field, in Devonshire, but it would not suffer
usto approach near enough to shoot it, but it appeared in
feminine plumage.

To these another female may be ddded, that is now in our
museum. This was shot near Torrington in Devonshire, in
December 1804, and was taken to Plymouth market, where it
was sold for a female Black Grous, but fortunately fell into
the hands of Mr. Prideaux, a gentleman who knowing it to

be
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be a rarity, snatched it from the all-devouring jaw of the
epicure, for the purpose of placing it in its present situation,

As this is the only fresh specimen that ever came under
our examination, a more particular description than what
we were before enabled 1o give, m: not be unacceptable.

The weight was twenty-five ounces : length sixteen inches
and a half: breadth thirty-five.

Bill dusky brown: irides pale crimson : behind the eye a
space bare of feathers: upper part of the head, hind neck,
and whole upper parts, including the smaller coverts of the
wings, are a mixture of pale ferruginous and black, disposed
on each feather in lines and bars, in a most elegant manner =
the row of coverts immediately impending the tail, white,
with transverse black bars, the tips white ; on the fore part of
the neck tlie markings are more distinct, and the ferruginous
occupies the middle of each feather ; but towards the breast
the markings change, and the black becomes undulated in
distinct transverse lines on that part, continuing tlie same
down thesides : the cheeks streaked with dusky : the throat is
plain yellowish white : belly, vent, and thighs, white : sides of
the under tail coverts barred with black : the four first quill
feathers dusky half way from their tips, their base white:
the six next white, except a large black spot at their tips,
and a very small black mark on their.shafts ; the eleven fol-
lowing, white, with two or three black bars on each, most
on the outer webs, and a small spot of the same at their tips :
the tertials next to the body are similar in colour and
markings to the back and scapulars, and nearly as long as
the prime quills: the coverts of the secondary quills, white,
barred with black : the tail consists of eighteen white feathers
closely spotted with irregular small markings of black, with
three conspicuous bars of the same ; the light part of the
four middle feathers inclines to ferruginous; at the base of
all the white predominates ; legs yellowish-brown and scaly;

: c the
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the toes dusky-brown, connected together at the base by a
small membrane; claws of the same colour. Along the
back of the neck is a considerable space bare of feathers, but
covered with down: on the breast the down at the base of
the feathers is of a pale rose-colour.

This appeared to be a young bird, yet the ovaries were
sufficiently conspicuous. There was nothing remarkable in
the ¢rachen, but the stomach (which had nothing of the
nature of that of granivorous birds) was of a most unusual
size, distended by various herbs, reaching from the gullet to
the vent. Nothing but vegetables were observed, and of
that a great variety, but particularly some species of trefoil.
From this conformation of the stomach, we may conclude the
bird to be wholly graminivorous; and in all probability the
Great Bustard is precisely of the same nature,

The extraordinary size, and membranaceous texture of the
stomach of this bird, is by no means favourable to the opinion
advanced by an able comparative anatomist, in the second
part of the Philosophical Transactions for 1810.

The author of the paper alluded to, has considered grass as
the substance of all others that are employed for feod, which
requires the most preparation ; and that according to the
usual economy of nature, the ruminating animals which live
principally on this substance, have orgaus adapted for the pur-
pose of extracting the utmost possible nourishmeut from theix
food. '

It is not our intention in this place, to enter into a discus=
gion upon the organs of digestion in quadrupedes, but as we
find there are some animals who are equally graminimrou§
with those who have the powers eof ruminating, and whose
stomach is extremely different; it requires to be ascertained,
whether the stomach alone in ruminant animals, affords the
means of extracting a superior portion of nourishment; or
whether by a second mastication, the food is not better pre-

pared
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_pared by its exireme comminution, to yield more expeditiously

its nutrimentous contents than can be effected in the stomach
of a horse, who has not the power of grinding his food a
second tine, the mastication of which is imperfectly performa
ed, and coarsely submitted te the organs of digestion, Com-
minution of graminous food appears to be more essential in
the opinion of this author, than any other powers nature has
assigned for the purpose of digestion. With this view he
seems to have examined the gizzards of such birds as are in
the habit of grazing, in order to compare them with the same
organ belonging to birds that are not considered as gramini-
vorous ; and we are lold a marked distinction appeared be-
tween the goose and the turkey. We are informed the sto-
mach of the turkey is altogether less muscular ; its parts ap-
pear to possess less motion on each other, and do not come
in contact; whereas in the goose the muscular fasciculi are
peculiarly powerful, and the opposite sides move on each
other, and rub down the food, very much like the manner in
which this is done by the grinding teeth of ruminating animals.

‘With all due deference to the professional abilities of this
writer, we must take leave to remark, that the comparison
between the two birds in question is by no means conclusive,
since they are both equally graminivorous, and granivorous,
for the turkey by nature in its native tramsatlantic wilds
subsists eutirely on plants for three fourths of the year, and
in a domestic state requires no other food.

It is true both the turkey and the goose greedily devour
grain, and various other seeds occasionally, and appear to
prefer it ; and consequently, we may reasonably conclude,
nature has given them both muscular gizzards, not for the
purpose of grinding herbaceous food, but to triturate and
comminute substancesthat may occasionally offer themselves,
and which must otherwise cause a stoppage, or pass off un-

c2 digested,
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digested, as corn is commonly observed to do with horses, if
it is not broken by the grinding teeth.

Had this anatomical writer examined the stomach of a
truly graminivorous bird, we have no doubt he would not
have considered that a superior muscular strenglh in the
stomach was necessary for the comminution of herbaceous
food, since (as we have mnoticed) the stomach of the Liltle
Bustard appears to be divested of sufficient muscular action to
comminule its food by compression. From the structure of
the stomach of this bird, which is one of the very few that is
truly graminivorous, we are naturally led to conclude, that
the leaves and tenderer parts of plants are readily macerated,
and prepared in the stomach by the conjoint action of the
gastric juice, and the animal heat, more than by friction.
The vast distention of the stomach in this bird, charged with
such a large quantity of herbaceous food, rendered it impos-
sible for the coats of the stomach to come sufficiently near to
perform attrition ; nor were there any gravel stones per-
ceived, to assist such action. May we not therefore fairly
infer, that grass and other herbs are, under certain circum-
stances, rendered easy of digestion, and yield their utmost
possible nutriment without trituration in the stomach.  The
stomach of the Little Bustard, is not furnished with that
strong cartilaginous substance, apparent in more omnivorous
birds, and in particular, those who occasionally feed on grain
and other hard substances that require breaking, and come.
minuling by strong muscular pressure and friction ; but is
more analagous to that of carnivorous birds, except that it is
vastly superior in size. The stomach of the Cock of ihe
Wood, or Wood Grous, Tetrao urogallus, and other species
of the same genus we have examined, are very similar to that
of the Turkey, and these feed principally on the tops of .

heath, birch, pine, and other green vegetables; but as these
' are
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are not tender, but of a ligneous quality, their stomachs are
always found to contain a large portion of gravel, or grit, in
order to facilitate the comminution of their food.

Why grass and other green vegelables should not be dis-
solved or comminuted in the stomach of carnivorous Dbirds
and quadrupedes, as well as in graminivorous, is a matter
worthy the attention of the enlightened anatomist we have
here refered to, since we find that the stomach of those birds
which are truly graminivorous, have no more muscular
power than that of a carniverous or piscivorous bird.

What then causes the digestive faculties in the former to be
so much more péwe_rful (for these can digest flesh and even
bone to a certain degree as well as grass) than those of the
latter, who arcincapable of decomposing such, although the
dissolution of the hardest bones are affected by the solvent
powers of the fluid secretion in the stomach of some ? This is
daily exemplitied in the dog, who either ejects the grass,
medicinally taken into the stomach, or passes it whole and
unaltered through the intestinal canal, and yet converts into
nourishinent the most solid bone,

We have been led into this parlial discussion, ig order to
promote a further enquiry iuto so curious a subject, and be-
cause we think the physiological wriier alluded to, has built
his hypothesis upon the comparison of improper subjects.
In another place, weshall probably have occasion to enlarge
ﬁpon this topic, and theref:ore, with these hints, we shall take
our leave of it for the present. '

The Little Bustard is said to be found as far north as
Lapland.—( dcerbe’s Travels).

BUSTARD-THICK-KNEED, otis aedicnemus.
Great Plover, Bewick, Br. Birds 1. t. p. 333,

Wedo not recollect an instance of this bird having been
observed in the northern parts of the kingdom ; and the same
c3d ig
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is noticed by Mr. Bewick, who published his works at New-
castle. Neither isit frequent so far west as Devonshire, and
still more rare in Cornwall; and is not we believe found to
breed in either of those counties, but only occasionally ob-
served from some accidental cause.

No instance to our knowledge is recorded of its .wintering
with us, but in the beginning of February 1807, one of these
birds was shot in the most southern part of Devon, which
we saw. It was a female, and probably the mate of one that
had been shot near the same place, about a fortnight before.

In thisunusually mild winter, these birds had found their
way to the most southern point of land in the kingdom (the
Lizzard excepted) the start promontory, where they were
contented with a sufficient supply of their usval food, without
crossing the channel to a warmer climate. This and many
other instances of the genial warmth of that part of Devon
may be produced, especially the partial residence of the
Lesser Pettychaps and the Ruff, which will be particularly
noticed in their places.

CALAW or CALOO. - Vide Duck Long-tailed.

CHACK, CHECK, CHACKER, or CHACI{-BIR.D. Vide
Wheatear, |

CHALDER or CHALDRICK. Vide Oyster-catcher.

CHATTERER-BOHEMIAN, Ampelis garrulus, Nat.
Miscel, 1. 135. :

This species has occurred as far west as Devonshire, one
having been shot in the park of Lord Boringdon, at Saltram.,

CHAUK. Vide Crow, red-legged.

CHERRY-SUCKER. Vide Flycatcher-spotted.

CHICKER. Vide Wheatear. ' |

CHIFF-CHAFF, or CHIP-CHOP. Vide Pettychaps-lesser.

COALLY-HOOD. Vide Finch-bul. :
g 5 COCKANDY.
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COCKANDY. Vide Puffin.
COOT-COMMON. Fulica atra.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 328.

The Coot is said to breed in great abundance in the isle of
Sheppey, where the inhabitants will not suffer the eggs to be
taken, as the birds are a great article of food ; and are
skinned previcus to dressing,

These birds place their nest amongst the flags upon the sure
face of the water, but by heaping a large quantity of the
same materials together, raise the fabric sufficiently above
water to keep the eggs dry. In this buoyant state, a sudden
flood attended by a gale of wind, has been known to drive
them from their moorings, and we are assured by an intellis
gent observer of nature, that he has seen a nest floated from
oneside of a large piece of water to the other, with the bird
upon it,

CORMORANT-GREAT-BLACK. YVide Corvorant,
CORMORANT-GREEN. Vide Corvorant and Shag,
CORYORANT. Pelicanus Corbo.
Corvorant. Bewick, Br. Birds, 11. t, p, 381,
Crested Coryorant. 1d, 11.t. p. 388.

PROVINCIALL.
Great-Black-Corvorant. Cole-Goose. Skart. Green-Cor.
morant. Brougie. Norie,

Different opinions still exist amongst naturalists, with res
spect to the crested Corvorant and crested Shag ; some main=
taining the opinion, that they are distinct from the common
species, while others consider them as only varieties of those
two species. We are, however, enabled to clear up this
matter beyond all dispute, proving by incontrovertible facts,

thas
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that the crested Corvorant is no other than a variety of the
common species.

One of these birds was shot in the river Avon, in Devon.
shire, and presented to us by a valuable friend, and scientific
ornithologist, (the Rev. Mr. Vaughan), on the 27th of
February, 1805,

The length of this bird (now in our museum) is three feet ;
the weight six pounds one ounce: and upon dissection,
proved to be a female, made particularly evident by four of
the ova being considerably enlarged.

In the beginning of April, in the year 1808, another of
these birds was taken alive, near Bridgewater, and sent to us
by our friend Mr. Anstice, of that place.

These two birds were so exactly similar, that the following
description is equally applicable.

The bill about four inches and a quarter in length from the
gape, dusky above, the base of the under mandible whitish ;
irides green : the bare skin under the bill and chin dusky
speckled with yellow : under the eye a bare sub-triangular
spot of bright yellow, taking in the bill at the corner of the
mouth, and finishing the angle on the lower mandible : from
the bill to the eye the skin is dusky black : the crown, and
back of the head and neck, fine glossy bluish-black, changea
able to greenish, or violet, and mixed with slender white
feathers half way down the neck ; from the hind-head down-
wards for three or four inches, the feathers are considerably
elongated, and form a crest destitute of any white feathers :
behind the eye commences a white band, nearly an inch in
breadth, that surrounds the throat, immediately behind the
bare skin ; behind this again is another narrower band of
changeable bluish-black, that separates the hoary part of the
neck, (constituted by the mixed black and while feathers)
from the pure white band : the back, scapulars, coverts of

the
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the wings, and secondary quills, bronze or changeable greenishe
brown, each feather bordered with glussy blue-black : the
under parts of the body bluisl: black, changeable to green:
on each thigh a large patch of pure wlhite.

"The sex of the specimen sent to us alive has not been ascer-
tained, as it is now, in December, 1800, in perfect health,
but has completely been divested of all the marks that
characterized the crested Corvorant; being destitute of the
crest, the white band on the throat, the hoary neck, and the
white on the thighs. In fact, is completely metamorphosed
into what we always suspected, the common Corvorant.

It continued its first plumage till the regular moulting
season, the autumn of 1808, when it gradually disappeared,
and the feathers replaced by the usual plain ones: and the
second moulting now completely effected is similar in every
respect to the last. From this fortunate capture therefore
we are enabled to decide so long conlested a dispuie; and
from which we may fairly infer, thal the two supposed species
of Shags are mere accidental varieties. |

The possession of this bird has given us much of its history
we were previously unacgnainted with., It is extremely
docile, and of a grateful disposition, without the smallest
tincture of a savage or vindictive spirit, and by no means
possessing the bad qualities a celebrated writer would induce
us to believe, by making it personify Satan. ‘

The bird in question was surprised by a Newfoundland dog,
belonging to a fisherman, under the banks of a rivulet that
ran into the Bristol channel ; Lt was taken home, and not
being in the accustomed plumdue, was reporled to be a
curious and unknown species. Assoon as Mr. Anstice heard
of it, he went to see the bird, and found that in the small
space of time it had been made captive (about a weck), it
was perfectly failliliarized) and making one in the family

circle round the fire, suffering the caresses of the children,
' who
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who were very unwilling lo part with it. That mode, how-
ever, by which all earthly matters are obtained, and by which
Kingdoms are lost and gained, succeeded, and it was conveyed
to us by the coacl, being placed in a basket. As soon as ip
arrived and was liberated, it followed the servant who released
it, and was offered every sort of food at hand, all of which
was equally refused ; not even raw flesh was acceptable, and
no fish could then be procured to satisfy its hunger, (having
been tweunty-four hours on its journey), in cousequence we
cramed it with ﬂesh, which was taken very reluctantly ; but
even with this rough bandling, its formidable bill was not
inade use of offenéively. After feeding, it was placed ona
stool, in an adjoining room to the library, where it sat per=
fectly contented, and ad_]usled its disconcerted plumage, Ob-
serving it so perfectly reconciled to its new abode, and having
relired to the library, leaving both doors open, with intention
of returning, we were astonished ina few minutes, to see the
stranger walk boldly into the room, while in conversation
with a friend, and coming towards us with the greatest con-
fidence and familiarity, joined us at the fire-side, where it
_reassumcci the task of pluming and dressing its feathers.
From hence we removed this bird to an aquatic menagerie, to
which it was carried without offering the least offensive re-
éistence, but the sight of water made it restless, and when
liberated, it instantly plunged in and dived incessantly for 4
con:nderable time, in hopes of prey ; and after searching every
part of the pond, without oblaining a single fish, it appeared
10 be convinced there were none, and never made any other
attempt for three days, during the whole of which time, it wag
eramme with flesh, not being able to procure any fish,

It is almost incredible to see with what dexterity this bird
dives and seizes its prey ; knowing its own powers under
water, if a fish is thrown in at a great distance, it frequently
dives immediately, and pursues its course under water in the

line,



CRO

line, to the spotit was observed to fall, with vast celerity, and
and if the water is clear, takes the fish with certainty, and
frequently before it falls to the bottom.

If the fish happens to be of the flat kind, it is invariably
turned in the bill, so as to reverse its natural position, by
which means only could such be got within the bill. In this
case the delatable skin under the bill is of great use, but it by
no means deserves the appellation of a pouch, not being
capable of more distention than any part of the @sophagus ;
nor can it be used as a reservoir for provision, either for the
bird’s own use, or for the purpose of carrying food to ils
young. |
" The quantity of fish this bird will swallow at a meal is
astonishing ; three or four pounds twice a day are readily de-
voured, the digestion being excessively rapid. 1If by accident
a ldrge fish sticks in the gullet, it has the power of inflating
that part to its utmost, and while in that state, the head and
neck are shaken violently, in order to promote its passage.
This isa property we never observed in any other bird, buf
is probably common to the rest of the tribe, or such as are
destitute of nasal apertures, That all birds have a commu-‘
nication between their lungs, and the cavity of their body
surrounding the viscera, more or less, is well known ; but as
there is no passage into the @sophagus but by the mouth, to
effect this inflation, a violent compression of the body be-
comes necessary at the same time the bill is closed, and the
air is forced back into the mouth and pressed into the gullet,

Itis observable in the act of fishing, this biid always
carries the head under waler, in order that it may discover
its prey at a greater distance, and with more certainty than
e_buld be effected by keeping its eyes above the surface,
which is agjtated by the air, and rendered wnfit for visional
purposes. K | ‘ ”

All
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. All fishes are invariably turned in the blll, so as to present
the head foremost ; and when an Eel (the most favourite food)
is capfured, and not seized favourable for gorging, and the
resistance of such slippery prey renders it impessible to be
turned in the bill, then the fish is thrown up to some distance,
and most dexterously re-caught in a more favourable part, and
instantly swallowed, '

Another action seems also peculiar to this bird, and per-
haps its congeners. 'That is a most violent bealing of the
water with its wings, without moving from the gpot; and
each beating is succeeded by a shake of the whole body, and
ruflling of all the feathers, at the same time covering itself
with the water. This singular action is repeated ten or
twenty times with sma_ll intervals of rest ; and afterwards
it repairs to a tump, or some elevated place on shore, and
spreads or flaps its wings till they are dry. .

1t lives in perfect harmony with a Whistling Swan, a Ber
nacle Goose, various sorts of Ducks, and other ‘c)_ccasional
birds, but if it perceives a Gull with a piece of fish, it in-
stantly gives chace : if, however, the Gull has time to swallow
it, no resentment is offered, the sight of it created the desire
of possession, and that desire ceases with its disappearance.

If it gets out it never attempts to ‘ramblé, but wﬁ!king
dircct to the house, enters the first open door without
deference to any one, regardless even of a dog, and in fact
is troublesomely tame, ' g W b

" There was a specimen of this variety in the late Leverian
Museum, and Mr. Bewick has described and figured anoiheti
from the collection of Mr. Tunstall, which he refers to the
. Crested Shag of the British Zoology, but that caunot be,
since Mr. Pennant’s bird is said to be less than the common
Shag, and to have only twelve feathers in the tail, whereas
this bird has fourteen, ) | -
| Muller
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Muller in his Zoologie Danice Prodromus has placed
this and some of its congeners amongst the Procellaria, or
Petrels; but from those it is so essentially different in con-
formatiom, as well as habits, as to render them perfectly in-
congruous, We think, however, that the Corvorant and
Shag, and their strict affinities, should constitute a distinct
genus from the Gannet and the true Pelicans, being as dif-
ferent in many essentials of structure, as in their habits.
But for further particulars we refer to the article Gannet.

CRANE. Ardea Grus, Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 29.

A few years since, a small flock appeared in the harvest
time, at Tingwall, in Zetland, one of which was shot. They
were observed to feed on corn, a very unusual food for
such birds.

CRES-HAWK. Vide Kestrel.
CROW-CARRION, Corvus corone,
Shaw, Zool. vii. p. 345. Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. p. 108.

PROVINCIAL.
Miunden-Crow. Black-nebhed-Crow.

It has been said, that a pair of these birds made their nest
on the vane, upon the top ofthe Exchange, at Newcastle,
and of course, was continually turning as the wind directed.
Mr. Bewick states it to be Rooks that made their nest for
many years in that singular situation. In many animals we
perceive a strong instinctive impulse that nearly approaches
to reason ; if it cannot be called reflection, it is a compound
instinct, not very remote from mental operation. When we
observe an anima) eat, we consider it as a simple mechanical
action, originating from momentary impulse, occasioned by
sensations of hunger, a stimulus of the organs of repletion to

support
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support vitality, the first law of all animate heings. If after an
animal has satisfied its hunger, it seeks a secure place wherein
to deposit the remainder for a future demand, it seems to be
the effect of some impression nearly allied to reflection, and
differing from the former, inasmuch as it bespeaks a fore-
thought, an impression arising from some motive power, dis-
tinct from that occasioned by the stimulus of immediate want.
But what shall we call that which directs such animals to a
degree of discrimination, in the choice of a place for the
better security of their intended future repast ? surely, it is
a step beyond instinct, and must be considered as a limited
reflection, because no momentary impulse exists.

We were naturally led into this train of reflection, by ob-
serving two Crows by the sea shore, busy in removing some
small fish (the refuse of a fisherman’s net) from the edge of
the flowing tide, and conveying them one by one beyond the
usual flux of the tide, or just above high water mark, and
there deposit them under the larger stones or broken rocks,
after having most amply satisfied the immediate calls of
hunger.

The Crow, like the Magpie, is extremely garrulous at the
sight of a fox or other small quadruped, and frequenily
gives information to the sportsman of the track of the hunted
animal.

It will strike at a hare nearly half grown, and by repeat-
edly buffeting, make a prey of the exhausted animal. Ina
summer evening’s ramble, we observed one of these birds
make repeated pounces at something in a field, where the
grass was nearly a foot high, and at the same time some ani-
mal was seen to erect itself upon the hind legs, and stoutly
defend itself. After a contest of some minutes, curiosity
prompted to discover what the animal was, and upon nearer
approach, discovered itto be a young hare,

A
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A similar circumstance, but of a very different animal, -oe-
¢nrred, in which the Crow met with his match.

Taking a morning’s ride, several Crows were heard in 2
neighbouring field to be very clamorous; judging that they
had seen something that induced them to give the alarm
call, and assemble all their congeners within hearing, we rode
to the spot, where we arrived just in lime to witness a feat
of activity, and intrepidity, that afforded inexpressible delight.
Many and repeated pounces were made at some diminutive
animal on the ground, but what, the little grass there was pre-
vented us from seeing: however, ina few miuutes, a small
creature was observed to meeta Crow in its descent, who had
been more bold than the rest, and made a nearer approach;
anda consequent strnggle ensued on the ground ; but of
shortduration. At this crisis we approached, and found that
a Waeesel had seized a Crow by the neck, and had Kkilled it,
but ran from its prey, and took shelter in a neighbouring
hedge tili we had retreated to some distance, when the little

-animal returned and dragged the crow under cover of the
bushes.

The Carrion Crow and the Rook are both found as far
north as Zetlapd, but are only occasional visitants. The
Hooded-crow is common and stationary, as well as the
Raven,

CROW-BLACK-NEBBED. Vide Crow-Carrion.
CROW-GREAT-CORBIE. YVide Raven.
CROW-MARKET-JEW, YVide Crow-red-legged,
CROW.MINDEN. Vide Crow-carrion.
CROW-NIGHT. Vide Goatsucker.
CROW-RED-LEGGED. Corvus graculus.

Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 1135, No. 16.  Bewick Br,

Birds, 1. t. p. 80, Shaw, Zool. vii. p. 378.

PROVINCIAL,
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PROVINCIAL.
Chauk. Daw. Market-jew-crow.

Is said to be common about all the high rocks of the
southern latitudes of Siberia; also about Mount Caucasus, as
well as the mountains of Persia; and that in the first year
the bill and legs are black.

This circumstance is very extraordinary, and may be ate
tended with some doubtas to the identity of the bird, since
the red bill and legs attained the first year, is with us orange
from the nest, |

We have had one of these birds alive for some years; he
is extremely docile, but his mischievous qualities, and shrill
notes, have occasioned his confinement within the walls of the
garden. His curiosity is béyond bounds, never failing to ex-
amine any thing new to him: if the gardener is pruning, he
examines the nail-box, carries off the nails, and scatters the
shreads about. Should a ladder be left against the wall, he
instantly mounts and goes all round the top of the wall, and
if hungry, descends at a convenient place, and immediately
travels to the kitchen window, where he makes an incessant
knocking with his bill, till be is. fed or let in; if the latter,
his first endeavour is to get up stairs, and if not interrupted,
goes as high as he can, and gets into any room in the attic
story; buthis intention is to get upon the top of the house,
for itis the nature of this bird to affect elevated situations.

He is excessively fond of being caressed, and would stand
quietly by the hour to be smoothed ; but resents an affront

_with violence, and effect, by both bill and claws, and will
hold so fast by the latter that he is with difficulty disengaged.

Is extremely attached to one lady, upon the back of
whose chair he will sit for hours ; and is particularly fond
of making one in a parly at breakfast; or in a summer’s

evening at the tea-table in the shrubbery.
It is
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It is remarkable, that when at liberty, he is never observed
to goupon the grass by choice, and it requires very strong
temptation toinduce him to step off the gravel.

His nalural food is evidently the smallest insects, even the
minute species he picks out of the crevices of the walls, and
searches for tliem in summer with great dihgence. The
common grasshopper is a great dainty, and the fern-chaffer
Scarabeus horticola is another favourite morsel; these
are swallowed whole ; but if the great-chaffer melolontha be
given to him, he places it under one foot, pulls it to pieces,
and eats it by piece.meal. Worms are wholly rejected, but
flesh, raw or dressed, and bread he eats greedily ; and some-
times barley with the pheasants, and other granivorous birds
occasionally turned into the gardens, and never refuses
hempseed.

He seldom attempls to kide the remainder of a meal ; eats
little at a time, and at cerlain times he appears to regurgitate
like ruminating quadrupedes. Whether this is a part of his
last meal that may be in a reservoir under the lougue as in the
rook, or whether it proceeds from the craw, we have not the
means at present to determine ; but the act of regurgitation
is mnarked by reiterated motions of the head, like a bird that
has something stuck in his bill and wanting to swallow it.
When full fed, and he is offered food, it sometimes appears te
urge that motion,as if he was trying to find if more could be
conveniently taken.

With a very considerable share of attachment he is naturally
pugnacious, and the hand that the moment before had
tendered him food and caresses, will repent an attempt to
take him up. Tu children be has an utter aversion, and
will scarcely suffer them to enter thegarden. Even strangers
of any age are challenged vociferously ; he approaches all
with daring impudence, and so completely docs the sight of
strangers change his affections for the time, that even his

favourites
D
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Favorites ancl best benefactors cannot touch him with impunity
in these moments of evident displeasure,

CUCKOW. Cuculus canorus,
Phil. Traups. Ixxviii. p. 219 (Jenner). Shaw, Zool. Lect.
i.’t. 60. Bewick Br. Birds i. t, p. 108. Lath. Syn.
Sip. ii. p. 133.

PROVINCIAL.,
Gowk.

The egg of this bird is very little known, even many able
ornithologists have mistaken that of some other bird for it.
Sepp has fallen into this error, and has figured the eggi of the
Goatsucker for it.

There are some insects and worms that appear to be re<
jected by most birds. The Thrush most greedily devours
the Limax of the Heliz memoralis, but will not eat a naked
Limax ; this is left for the Duck, which is almost the only
bird that will swallow that slimy morsel.

Few birds but the Titmice will devour the larve of the
cabbage Butterflies ; and none that we have noticed make a -
repast on Lhe hairy species of caterpillars but the Cuckow,
who is a general devourer of all kinds of Lepidopterous larve,
mare especially the rough sort. Itis therefore probable that
the early remigration of this bird is the defect of this favou-
rite food, the greater part having by that time enclosed thema
selves preparatory to a change. Of the many Cuckows we
have dissecled in the months of May and June, the stomach
has always been found to contain more orless of the hairs of
catterpiilars, and sometimes quite full of them.

Many attemptshave been made to keep this bird, but it
rarely lives beyond the first winter ; and most frequently dies
in the winter months. We have, however, known one or two
instances of its surviving the frigid season, but never more

thar
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than twelve months; nor could we ever learn that in confines
ment it acquired its mature plumage, and vernal song.

A voung Cuckow was brought to us in the month of Ju.
ly just asit could fly, and by the greatest care and attcntion
of a young lady, kept alive till the fourteenth of December,

It had been two or three times ill of a dysentery, but by
giving it chalk.and ginger, in small quantities, was recovered.
No change in the plumage had taken place when it died.

1t was extremely choice in its food, nothing appeared to
be acceptable as a substitute for insects but raw flesh, and
it preferred beef to any other. Flies when they could be
procured, were quitea regale, but its most favourite repast
was any species of hairy caterpillars. These it seized with
avidity, shook them to death, and softened them by passing
them through the bill backward and forward several times,
till they were perfectly relaxed and pliant, and then it would
swallow whole the largest of the larvee of the Egger, or
Drinker moths, Phaleena quercus and pofatoria.

It is remarkable that for two months after this bird was
captured, it never attempted to feed itself by pecking, but
likea nestling bird, would open its mouth to be fed with raw
flesh from the fair hand of its mistress, like one of Bruce’s
Abyssinian chiefs, gorging brind from the hand of the ladies
of distinction ; and even to the last moment preferred being
fedin that manner, rather than be at the trouble of picking
up its fod.

It was always pugnacious, which it shewed by elevating its
back, lifting its wings, and striking with the bill ; but would
suffer to be handled, and caressed by the young lady, its
kind benefactress, and appeared to like the warmth of her
band to its feet. Of strangers, it was extremely fearful, and
would flutter against the cage to avoid them.

Notwithstanding the feet of the Cuckow appear to be
formed for climbing, like those of the Woodpecker, yet it

. D2 was
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was evident this bird had no such power, but the disposition
of the toes gives avery powerful grasp.

As the young of the Cuckow differs sv materially in the
first years plumage from the adult, it may not be improper
to give a description for the information of those who may
wish to know the distinction.

The irides are greyish : the whole upper patt of the plumage
is a mixture of dusky-black aud ferruginous, in transverse
bars, except the forehead, and a patch on the back of the
head, which (in this specimen) is white; and the tips of the
scapulars are pale : the feathers of the whole under parts are
sullied-white, with distant trausverse bars of dusky-black,
in general each feather possesses two or three bars : the sides
of the neck and breast tinged with rufous : the lateral feathers
of the tail, and the inner webs of the quills, more or less barred
with white : the coverts of the tail, which, as well as those on
the rump, are unusually long, dashed with cinereous; and

slightly tipped with white.

In the Gentleman’s Magazine for April, 1806, a curious
story is related, where, it is supposed that the foster parents
of the young Cuckow not being capable of furnishing a suf-
ficient supply of food, call to their assistance the whole race
in the neighbourhood. <1 have seen” (says this natural his-
torian) “ an instance in this neighbourhood of -this feathered
““monster being occasionally fed by upwards of twenty
¢ Titlarks.’ _

Another relation is, that, ¢ forly-eight Waglails were
“ frequently counted ; all employed in bringing food to a
¢t young Cuckow.

Extraordinary as is the circumstance of the parent Cuce
kows making no provision for its offspring; yet the many
and repeated opportunities we have had of attending to the
rearing of young Cuckows by its foster parents alone, will
not allow us to add the above phenomenon to its history. It

is
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is true, the Wagtail and Titlark will frequently assemble
about a young and helpless Cuckow, but itis to insult him
by loud vociferations, mistaking him for a Hawk ; and thus
by notes of alarm, assemble all their tribe within call, as
Swallows do when a bird of prey appears,

CURLEW-BRASILIAN.

This bird, the Scolopax Gaurauna of Linnmus, Numenius
Gaurauna, Brasilian Whimbrel of Latham, is said to have
been taken i England. In the seventeenth volume of the
Naturalist’s Miscelluny there is a figure given, entitled Bra-
silian Curlew, which was shot in Anglesea, about the end of
September, 1806 ; and is said to be preserved in the collecs
tion of Miss Hester Meyrick, of Beaumaris,

Whatever may have been the opinion of those who first
examined the bird in question, which perhaps was in a putrid
state, as was the case when it came to the hands of the lady
above mentioned, there is certainly nothing in the figure,
that can warraut an opinion, that it can possibly represent
the brown bird which the Brasilian Whimbrel is generally
described to be 3 nor has it any of the white markingson the
neck, and other characters that distinguish that species.
The author of the miscellany very justly remarks, ¢ that it
¢¢ cannot escape the atteation of every naturalist, that, except-
¢¢ ing in the generic particular of the naked front, this bird
« bears a very striking general resemblance, both in size and
« colour to the Tantalus igneus and Tantalus Falcinellus,
€ the former‘ of which has been occasionally ohserved in this
‘¢ country,”

Tt must, however, be observed that the generic distinction
hetween the Ibis and Curlew is but obscure in some 'species,
for the very small bare space between the eye and the bill, in
the Tantalus igneus might readily be overlooked, especially

as



CUR

as it is of a dark colour, like the surrounding feathers; in
two specimens now before us, it is scarcely obvious through
the glass of the cases. From the description we have beep
favoured with from Miss Meyrick, (who says that the bird
came to herin so putrid a state, that the circumstance of
the bare space was not observable, and that the hind toe was
long as represented in the figure referred to) not a doubt
exists in our mind, that it was that variety of Tuntalus
igneus called the Green Ibis, hereafter described.

It is remarkable that where characters were so much want-
ing to designate the two genera of Tuntalus and Numenius,
(for the latter is certainly distinct from Scolopax, though
blended by Linnceus) that the length and situnation of the hind
toe should not have occurred ; Linnceus himself overlooked
this character, which appears so materially to separate the
Tautalus, from either the Numenius, Scolapaa;', or 1ringa,
a1l of which have a short hind toe, not situated at the heel so
as to tread flat upon, but placed higher, and in general
scarcely bearing more than the claw upon the ground, On
the contrary, the T'antalus has a long hind toe affixed to the
heel ; a complete continuation of the foot for bearing on the
ground its whole lemgth, in order to support the body.

As a professor of British Zoology, we trust, \as we are
now writing professedly on the subject of British birds,) that
what we have said will be taken in good part by those who
may differ in opinion with us, beiug all equally liabie to error,
It is our duty to discover, as far as we are able, what really
belongs to the natural history of the empire, and to express
our doubts, where such exist upon reasonable grounds.

CURLEW-COMMON. Numenius. Arquata.
Bewick, Br. Birds. 11. t. p. 54, Shaw, Zool. Lect. 1. t. 77.

PROVINCIAL.

“Whaap, or Stock-Whaap.
There
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There are nol many of the shore birds, or suclr as inhabit
the margins of waters, but what are capable in some degree
of contending with that element if necessity requires; some
cannot only swim but dive ; a circumstance not unusual in
the common sandpiper. But it must be confessed we were
surprised to observe a domesticated Curlew flirt into a2 pond
and swim across with great ease, and by no meauns as if
alarmed. This we have repeatedly observed when he was
driven, but he never took to the water by choice,

Itis reasonable to conclude that all the waders, or such as
pick up their sustenance on the borders of Qvater, can, under
certain circumsiances partake of the nature of aquatics.

The Curlew in his natural state is so remarkably shy, that
he is with difficulty approached ; butlike other birds wholly
dependent for their daily subsistence, soon becomes docile.
One ihat was shot in the wing, was turned amongst aquatic
birds, and was at first so exiremely shy, that he was obliged to
be cramed with meat for a day or two, when he began to eat
worms; bul as this was precarious food, he was tempted to
eat bread and milk like Ruffs. Lo induce this substitution,
worms were put into a mess of bread mixed with milk, and
it was curious to observe how cautiously he avoided the
mixture, by carrying every worm to the pond, and well
washing it previously to swallowing. In the course of a
few days this new diet did not appear unpalatable to him,
and in little more than a week he became partial to it, and
from being exceedingly poor and emaciated, got plump and
in high health.

In the course of a month or six weeks, this bird became
excessively tame, and would follow a person across the
menagerie for a bit of hread, or a small fish, of which he was
remarkably fond. But he became almost omnivoreus ; fish,
water-lizards, small frogs, insects of every kind that were not
too large to swallow, and (in defect of other food) barley
with the dueks was not rejected.. This
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This very great favourite was at last killed by a rat, (asit
was suspected,) after a shortlife of two years in continement ;
but he had in that time fully salisfied our enquiries into his
natural habits.

The bill of this bird is stronger than that of the Snipe, or
Woodcack, and therefore can beinserted into harder ground,
and by being slightlv arcuated, can sometimes be insinuated
where astraight bill could not. By this useful instrument he
also defends himself with courage, as we had frequent oc-
casion ta observe ours contend for food with the Shieldrakes,
and even with the common Gull ; keeping his antagonist al a
distance by the length of this weapon,

Few of this species breed in the southern parts of England,
but we are informed that upon the higher hills of Exmojor,
it usually appears in the spring, and deposits ils eggs amongst
the heath.

CURLEW-PIGMY.

A specimen of this very rare bird has been shot in Eng-
land within these few years, and isnow in the collection of
Mr. Bullock, the proprietor of the Liverpool Museum.

This bird does not appear to have any more claim to a
place amongst the Curlews, than many others of the genus
to which it properly belongs, for it is most certainly a Trisga
and nota Numeznius.

The slight arcuation of the bill had doubtless attracted the
particular attention of the original discoverer of the bird
in question ; but on this account, no real grounds existed
for separaling it from the Saudpipcr.;;, which appear to be
its true congeners. The Dunlin, the Purre, aud the Purple
Sandpiper, all have their bills slightly deflected, and per-
haps fully as much us this tird, in proportion to the Iength
of that part.  We might wilh as much propriety place some

of
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of the Godwits with the Avoset, for a similar reason, that
their bills reflect. This bird should therefore be removed to
the genus 1'ringa, and in order to prevent confusion, should
retain its trivial name pigmea,

The comparative size which was originally given to this
bird is by no means sufficiently large, nor corresponding with
its superior weight to that of a Lark, It is rather superior
in size to either the Dunlin, or the Purre, and approaches so
very nearly to the latter in one change of its plumage, that
were it not for some trilling variation, and a little difference
in the bill and legs, they might easily be confounded, by a
more than ordinary Ornithologist. Indeed so very nearly
do these two birds approach each other, that, although we
have no doubt of their distinction, it may be useful to par-
ticularize in what they essentially differ, in order that this
species may be identified, and prevent that confusion which
has probably so long existed, and lead to a more perfect
knowledge of a bird that may be only cousidered as rare
from its obscurity, caused by its great similarity to se plen-
tiful a species as the Purre.

The specimen from which the original description was
taken, and the figure given in Mr. Boys’s History of Sand-
wich, is now before us. The most -obvious distinction be.
tween it and the Purre, as permanent characters, consists in
the superior slenderness of the bill and the legs, as well asin
the length of the latter. A remarkable distinction is also ohe
servable in the thigh, which in this, is bare of feathers for
half an inch above the knee, whereas in the Purre, that
part is clothed to very near the knee joint. The plumage of
the head and neck is more inclined to rﬁfons-bmwn, and the
breast is destitute of the dusky streaks on the shafts of the
feathers observable in the Purre : the belly and sides are not
of that pure white, and are wholly destitute of those minute
spots so common on the sides of the Purre: the feathers on

the
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the back and scapulars of this specimen of pigmea, are mar-
gioed with rufous-white ; but as these pale margins are fre-
quent in young birds, and not in adults, it may not be pef-
manent : the lower part of the rump and coverts of the
tail are immaculate white : the tail is not so cunciform as’in
the Purre, although the feathers are of a similar cinereous
colour: in the wings there isscarcely a distinction be.
tween the two birds, in their closed state.

CURSORIUS.

The Cursorius is now generally considered as distinct from
the Plover genus, of which there are but two known species 3
the characters are,

Bill round, incurvated near the end, and pointed.
Mouth large.

WNostrils ovate.

Tongue sharp. )

Legs and feet formed for running ; toes three, placed
~ forwards ; no back toe.

CURSORIUS-EUROPZEUS. Plover-cream-coloured,
Orn. Dicte

We are assured by Mr. Dickinson, that a specimen of this
very rare bird was shot in North Wales, in the year 1793,
i)y Mr. George Kingslfmé, of Queen’s College, Oxford, a
very accurate Ornithologist: the bird was preserved in the
collection of the late Professor Sibthorp.

CURWILLET. Vide Sanderling,

DEVILING. Vide Swift.

DIPPER. VYide Ouzel-Water.

DIRTEN-ALLAN. Vide Gull-Arctic.

DIVER-IMB: R. Colymbus Immer

~ Great Ducker or Embergoose. Bewick 11, p.'185.
Lesser Imber, Bewick, p. 187. Mr.
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Mr. Bewick not being aware of the circumstance of this
4pecies varying so much in size, has given the female as a
distinct species under the title of Lesser Imber.

We have both sexes of the Imber now before us, between
which there is a very material difference in size, but little in
plumage,

The female is but a trifle larger than the Lesser Imber of
Bewick, and in the plumage well accords, This bird (in
excellent condition) weighed four pounds ten ounces ; length
two feet three inches, breadth three feet ten.

The male weighed six pounds eight ounces; lenglth two
feet seven inclies and a half ; breadth four feet seven inches.

In point of colour of the plumage, there is very little
difference, and as they are both recent and in high feather,
a full description of the female will serve for comparison

Bill, three inches and a half long from the apex to tha
gape, of a bluish grey, dusky on the ridge ; , the upper man.
dible bending a trifle downwards, and longer than the under ;
irides yellowish-hazel ; the upper part of the head, and
upper neck behind, cinereous brown, but the brown predo-
minates most on the latter ; sides of the head, and sides of the
neck, white, minutely speckled with cinereous brown; the
feathers on the lower part of the neck behind, back, scapulars,
and all the wing coverts except the largest row, black, deeply
bordered with cinereous grey: rump the same, hut slightly
margined : the whole under parts from chin to tail pure whiie‘;
except a few grey feathers about the vent: the quills are
dusky black, the primaries pale on the inner web; secon-
daries white on the margin of these webs quite to the tips,
the whole more or less white at the base: the first row of
larger coverts similar to the quills, without any white: the
tail consists of eighteen black feathers, slightly tipped with
white : legs dasky on the outside, bluish-grey within and on
the edges ; inncr toes like the jnside of the leg, the exterior

one
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ote ¢orresponds in coleur with the outside; the middle of the
webs paler than that part nearest the toes.

Mr. Bewick describes the female Imber to be of a dull
brown on the upper parts, and dull white beneath. Such
are probably young birds not arrived at full plumage.

‘T'he Imber isby no means a common bird in the southery
parts of England.

The whole tribe are great devourers of fish, but they are
Jincapable of swallowing such as the Corvorant gorges with
ease ; sprals, smelts, atherines, and others of similar size, it
takes in great abundance ; and they are frequently observed
to attend shoals of sueh fishes. In one specimen of the Imber
we dissected, there was an abundance of spotted gobies in
the stomach.

PIVER-LITTLE.BLACK and WHITE. Vide Auk-Little.

DIVER-MAGPIE, Vide Smew.

DUIVER-RED-THROATED. Colymbus Septentrionilis,
Bewick Br, Birds, 11. t. p. 193.

Mr. Pennant noticed the male and female of this species in
Sunderland, in the month of July, (Voyage to the Hebrides.)

Mr, Fleming assnres us it breeds on the more unfrequented -
lakes of Zetland, and from a circumstance that occurred, some
d(_illblS arose whether this, and tie Black-thiroated-Diver
might not be the same species, differing vnly in sex.

This gentleman says in a letter to the author, “I surprised
the two birds together on the verge of a lake, while they
were intent upon a youug unfeathered bird, and shot the Red-
throated- Diver with the young bird, wuich proved a female;
the other escaped, but I wasso xear that 1 could not have
been deceived as to the mark onthe throat,” '

Experience has shewn that some birds vary in plumage so
much at different seasons, that species have been continually

mulliplied from this circumstance alone ; but in this instance
' we
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we arestill inclined to believe these birds are really distinct,
The Black-throated-Diver has been described by most
naturalists as a distinct species, and appears to have been
particularly noticed as an inhabitant of the arctic regions,
where thcy breed, and afterwards retire. It must, however,
be admitted, that the Black-throated-Diver is extremely rare
on the coast of Britain, a circumstance that must favour the
opinion, that the black on the throat may vanish after the
breeding season, and be substituted by the ferruginous fea-
thers which characterizes the Red-throated species. But it
must also be remembered that this is not the only distinguish~
ing mark, for if we attend to the descriptions of the two birds,
there is a material difference in other parts of the plumage.
It may, however, be urged, that, these are as likely to change
with the season as the feathers on the throat. We have given
these hints as the result of the observations of a correct
naturalist, in order to stimulate those who may have the
means of clearly ascertaining the fact, not to lose the oppor-
tunity. One of the principal objects of enquiry, appears to
be this: has the Black-throated-Diver been observed iu
winter ?

With respect to the Red-throated-Diver being a distinct
species ; it has been asserted, that both the sexes have the
red-throat as well in summer as in winter,

Wheiher by dissection, or by what other means Mr. Pennant
ascertained the two sexesin July, we are not informed, but
that both sexes with the red throat are obtained in winter,
we have had ocnlar demoanstration. The male is larger than
the other sex, the colours brighter, and the red or ferruginous
mark on the throat much larger.

The Red-throated species is by no means uncommon on the
more southern coasts of Great Britain, in the colder season,
but does not appear to frequent fresh waters at that time of
the year,

Where
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Where any suspicions have arisen from persons of sciencey
grounded upon observation, that cannot be opposed by facty
it is but fair to record it; and we must acknowledge, that the
Black-throated-Diver has never come to our hands at any
season of the year, and is at present one of the few desiderata
in our museum.

DIVER-SPECKLED. Colymbus Stellatus.

First speckled Diver. Bewick 11.t. p. 189.

Second speckled Diver. Bewick 11. t. p. 191,

An opportunity oftered, in a tour we made through the
fens of Lincolnshire, of noticing and comparing the rate at
which this bird can swim, both on the surface, and under
water.

As late as the twenty-fourth of May, we observed one of
this species fishing in a canal, and got very near him unob-
served. He did not attempt to fly, but instantly dived, at
which time we exerted ourselves to the utmost in a walk, in
order to discover which gained upon the other, and soon
found that immersed he gained considerably, and did not lose
much when upon the suzface, so that after exerting ourselves
for above half a mile, without a prospect of cutting off his
tetreat, we were obliged to runin order to head him,

If we compute the rate of walking for a short distance to
be five miles an hour, the swimming of this bird npon the
surface might be about four miles and a half, and beneath the
surface betweensix and seven. The general distance between
the place of immersion and that of emersion, appeared to be
about eighty or ninety yards ; and as there was neither current
nor wind, and the line was quite straight, and the foot-path
good, itis probable the computation is not very incorrect.

It is observable, that all birds, and even quadrupedes, who
reside much in water, are aware of their superior powers of
velocity bencath the surface, for they invariably dive when

' pursued ;
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pursued ; or when ever speed is required, and only rise to
the surface for renewed respiration.

DOTTREL. Charadrius Morinellus.
Bewick Br. Birds 1. t. p. 343. Rural Sports ii. t. p. 456,

It should seem that this bird has been seen in some parls
of Great Britain throughout the year, the natural conclusion
of which is that some actually breed with us ; but no person
to our knowledge, has been forlunate enough to take their
eggs so as to be clearly identified by a competent judge,
1t is true a person of credit who frequents the Mendip hills
in Somersetshire, declares that they breed there, and that he
has taken their eggs. Young birds are frequently shot early
in September, upon those hills and similar situations, but that
1s no proof of their breeding there, as the nestling plumage
continues till towards the following spring, and is very different
from the adult, being entirely destitute of the bands on the
breast, and the ferruginous and black on the belly.

Colonel Thoraton in his Sporting Tour, p. 104, says he
killed a Dottrel on a highland mountain, August the 10th,
and saw several brace,

‘The same gentleman informed us that he saw Dottrels in
pairs, on the Grampian Mountains, but neversaw a young
bird, (meaning a runner incapable of flight).

From all accounts it is quite an alpine bird in the breeding -

-geason, and probably breeds with, and may be confounded
with the Golden Plover, in the highland swamps.

It is very rare so far west as Devonshire, at least, one only
has come to our notice in many vears ; but probably they are
occasionaily upon the higher mountains of Dartmoor, wlere
the Golden Plover is said to breed.  We suspect this last
bird is sometimes mistaken, in its summer plunage for the
Dottrel, the eggs of which may have been taken onthe
Mendip hiils.

DOTTREL-RING.
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DOTTREL-RING. Vide Plover-Ring.
DOVE-ROCK. Columba (Enas.

The Pigeon both in the wild and domestic state, is comw
sidered as wholly granivorous ; necessily however, compels
them to pluck the leaves of some plants in the winter, when
seeds »r grain are not to be obtained. Thisis not, however,
the only substitute, for they greedily devour some species of
testaceous Limaces, especially Helix virgata, which so
plentifully inhabits the dry rocky hills, contiguous to where
this bird breeds in its natural wild state.

This species of Helia was so abundant with us, that on the
lawn a foot could not be planted in the summer without crush-
ing a dozen or two. The introduction, however, of Pigeons,
very unexpectedly has been the means of nearly extirpating
them, forthey not only regale themselves, but feed their
young with this tender and nutritious food, the shell of which
not only acts asa gentle stimulus to the delicate stomach of
the infant race, but when ground te a powder becomes an
absorbent, and corrects the acrimonious quality of their other
food.

DUCK-ATTEAL or ATTILE. Vide Pochard.
DUCK-CLUCKING. Vide Duck-Bimaculated.
DUCK-COMMON.
Lath. Syn. Sup. 11, p. 351. Lin. Trans. 4. p. 112. No.
17.t. 13.f. 10, (the Trachea.)

. PROVINCIAL,
Stock-Duck.

The bony labyrinth at the lower end of the trachea of the
male of this species, is an evident proof that such a conforma-
tion is not given for the purpose of augmenting the voice of
birds, as every one knows the mallard’s note is remarkably

low, and nothing to comparcto that of the duck.
Dostor
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Doctor Latham remarks, that the male Muscovy Duck
will not unfrequently produce with the common species.

Observing at a farm house some Ducks that had the ap«
pearance of beiag a mixed breed between these two speciess
enquiry was made, and the farmer assured us he had scren
young ones, the sire of which was of the Muscovy breed ;
two of these of apparent different sexes were obtained.

These hybrid birds, bear a greater resemblance to the
common than to the Muscovy species. The bill has a little
reddish colour at the base, but there is no bare space about
the eyes as in the Muscovy. nor has the male the curled fea-
thers in the tail like the common Mallard. The size of the
male is vastly superior to that of the female; the former is
black on the crown of the head and the upper part of the
body, glossed with purple and violet ; the rest of the plumage
is white, The female is quite white except a single spot on
the head. They have not the note of the common species,
at least the female ndte is as inaudible as that of the other sex.

The male hybrid is observed to be frequently amorous,

, both with his own mate, and with Ducks of the common
sort, but the female never Jaid any eggs. We cannot perceive
any thing in the appearance of the young of other Ducks
with which the male had congress, that proves them to be the
fruit of such connexion; and the Ducks were not debarred
access to males of their own species. That the male hybrid
possesses a strong stimulus to love in the spring, is evident,
for the want of other connexion induced him to worry a fe-
male Whistling Swan so much, that they were obliged to be
separated.

The Common Duck, as well as other wild fowl, becomes
scarcer every year in a country like this, where agriculture
makes so leading a feature; few comparatively reinain to
breed with us since the more exiensive fens have been drained

and converted into pasture, The great fenrfy tracts in Lin-
E i colnshire
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colnshire do not produce a dozen broods of wild fowl at pre.
sent, where haif a century back as many thousands were
hatched. Ina tour through that country during the incu-
bating season, we obscrved that the Mallards congregated
while the Ducks were sitting ; it is therefore probable, that like
the domestic ones, they are mostly polygamous.

Many instances are recorded of the common Danck de-
positing her eggs at a considerable height from the ground.
One mentioned by Mr. Tunstall, at Etchingham, in Sussex,
was found sitting upon nine eggs, on an oak tree twenty-five
feet from the ground:

The author of the Rural Sports also records an instance
of a Duck taking possession of the deserted nest of a Hawk
in a large oak. To these we may add upon the assu-
rance of a gentleman of the strictest veracity, that of a large
flock of half domesticated Ducks, one deposited her eggs
in the principal fork of a large elm tree near his house, and
brought her young down in safety, notwithstanding a Magpie
had made a nest on the top of the same tree. Thus Mag
was found to livein friendship with his neighbour in the first
story, and sought for plunder further from home.

DUCK-DUNTER. Vide Duck-Eider.
DUCK.-EIDER.

Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 314.

PROVINCIAL.
Dunter-Duck.

This species rarely occurs in the southern parlts of the
kingdom ; one, however, was shot in the winter of 1807, on
the coast of South Devon, it was a female, and as it differed
somewhat from that described in the former part of this work,
we shall insert an accurate description of itin this place.

Larger than the common Duck. The bill dusky, nail

horn
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horn colonr : irides vellowish. - The whole plumage of a
dusky colour, mixed with ferruginous: the head and neck
pale Lrown, more or less dashed with ferruginous aud dusky
streaks : back, scapulars, and smaller coverls of the wings
dusky-black, each feather margined with ferruginous-brown:
quills dusky, palest on the inner webs and points of the se-
condaries: (but no white band, or bar on the wing as
usually described :) the breast and whole under parts a mix«
ture of pale ferruginous and dusky in small specks and streaks
the tail short, cuneiform, and of a dusky-brown colour : legy
and feet dusky-black ; the hind claw remarkably hooked.

The feathers on the front project unusually on the sides
of the bill, being on that part an inch forwarder than on the
top, leaving the bare bill only about an inch in length.

The excessive velocity with which some birds are capable
of flying, may he estimated by the observations of Major
Cartwright on the flight of the Eider Duck on the coast of
Labrador, which he found by repeated experiment to be niacty
miiles an hounr,

If then the Eider (which is by no mears remarkable for
swiftness) is found to pass over a space equal to ninety miles
iu an hour, what may be expected of the Falcon and some
other birds ? But more on this subject will be found elsea
where. ;

We are told it is no uncommon circumstaoce for two fe.
male Eider Ducks to lay in the same nest, set alternately, und
sometimes togcther.

The nalives of Iceland and other northern countries rob
the nests of these birds several times of the down, which
they pluck from their bodies to cover their eggs in their ab-
sence, and thereby prevent their parting with their heat,
during their excursion at sea in search of food, Thus instinct
has taught these feathered philosophers, that no substance
within their reach could possibly have answercd the ¢nd so

E2 compleatly
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compleatly ; for the very light, elastic, fibrous substance of
down, is-almost a non-conducter of heat, and consequently
prevents the ready dispersion of caloric, which becomes en
tangled amongst its fibres, and as it were shuts the passages
from the surrounding atmosphere for a great length of time.
In the same manner a heated ball or a boltle of water cover-
ed with a blanket, or put into a thick flannel bag, may be
made to retain its heat vastly longer than if exposed to the
circumambient air; and if surrounded with eider down in
form of a quilt, a still greater time would elapse before its
temperalure could assimilate with that of the atmosphere.

Eider down (which is so much used amongst the opulent
in the more civilized parts of the northern world) has not in
itself any additional heat (as is vulgarly imagined) beyond
other substances, for it would equally preserve ice from thaw-
ing as it would heated water, or eggs from cooling, upon
the sole principle of its being a bad conductor of caloric,
and consequently would cut off a ready communication be-
tween the ice and the warmer air.

Coverings for beds, quilted or stuffed with eider down,
keep the body warm by interposing an obstacle to the ex-
penditure of animal heat, by shutting the avenues to the
colder air, which in a friged climate so rapidly carries off
caloric.

For a similar purpose are blankets used in our more mo-
derate climate, and the finer the wool of which they are ma-
nufactured, and the more shaggy they are, the better will
they answer the purpose for which they are intended.

It is a mistaken notion that only eider down is used for
the purposes above mentioned. It is true all the down
which is taken by the natives of the more northern regions is
sold for such, but many others of the Duck tribe afford
down not inferior to that of the Eider, but none in such
great abundance : these however are mised together and
carried o market without discrimination. DUCK-
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DUCK-FERRUGINOUS. Anas ferruginea.
Anas Nyroca Gmel. Syst. ii. p. 542, Ind. Orn. ii. p. 869.
Tufted Duck, Var. A, Lath. Syn.vi. p. 541, No. 79.
Olive-tufted Duck, Br, Miscel. 1. t, 21.

Till lately we never had met with any species of Duck
which could be referred to the ferruginous originally des-
cribed by Mr. Pennant, and which was without doubt a
female.

A specimen which we snspect is the male, shot in the
north of England, (we believe in the Humber) is now before
us; a description of which, in addition to the figure which ac-
companies it, cannot fail to be interesting to the Ornitholo-
gist. , ‘

Length about nineteen inches: bill rather long, and deep
at the base, flattish at the point,and of a dark lead colour,
with the nail black. Head and neck small, of a dark ferrua
ginous : the lower part of the neck behind, back, scapulars,
coverts of the wings, and upper coverts of the tail dusky-
brown, with a slight tinge of ferruginous: on the chinis a
small spot of dirty white: the lower part of the neck before,
and the whole breast chesnut ; beneath which the body is
white to the-thighs, which with the part between them as far
as the vent, are brown, minutely speckled, becoming black
about the vent ; behind that, including the under tail coverts
white : the feathers on the sides under the wings, extending
to the thighs, are bright ferruginous: the primary quills are
whitish at their base, dusky at the tips, and on the outer
webs, becoming less so as they approach the secondaries, which
are wholly white except the points, and form a white specus
lum on the wing when closed : the tertials, and the coverts
immediately impending the secondaries, are dusky, bronzed
with green : the other darker parts of the plumage partake

more or less of metalic lustre in some points of view,
especially
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especially the scapulars: the under scapulars are white : the
tailis a trifle cuneiform, consisting of fourteen dusky brown
feathers slightly tinged with ferruginous : feet rather large,
which with the webs and legs are lead colour: the middle
toe rather longer than the outer one : claws black.

The eyes appeared to have been yellow; but the sex could
not be ascertained ; the brightuess of the plumage however,
should indicate the gender to be masculine.

We really suspect this to be the male of the Ferruginous
Duck of the British Zoology, and copied from that work
by all succeeding writers. It is most certainly the Olive.
tufted Duck of the British Miscellany ; and we think there
can be no doubt that it is the Nyroca of Gmelin.

It must be confessed many of the Duck tribe are still in
great obscurity, as itis well known that some species differ
so essentially in their plumage at different ages and seasons,
that naturalists have been, and will continue to be at va-
riance with each other, and occasionally with themselves.
Thus the Nyroca was originally considered by Doctor
Latham as one of the varieties of the Fuligula, but in the
latler works of that author it is given as a distinct specics.

The description given of var, A. of the Tufted Duck in
Latham’s Synopsis, accords so nearly with this, that we are
induced to consider it as such, Upon the whole, therefore,
the Anas Ferruginea and Nyroca appear evideully one and
the same species, the former being of the feminine, the latter
the masculine gender.

Daoctor Latham expresses a doubt whether the Ferruginca
is not the female of Anas Dispar, but we trust he will now
be inclined to accord with our opinion, and bring together
all the synonyma of Nyroca as the male, and those of Ferru-
ginea as the female, under the English appellation of Ferrn-
giuous Duck,

DUCK-HARLE,
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DUCK-HARLE. Vide Dundiver, ,
DUCK-LONG-TAILED. Anas glacialis.
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 303,

PROVINCIAL.
Caloo or Calaw.

This species very rarely visits the southern coast of Eng-
land, but in its autumnal migration from the arctic regions
is contented to winter in the morthern parts of Scotland.
One instance only (a female) has occurred to us in the south,
and that was shot in Devonshire.

We are assured by Mr. Fleming, that it is common in
Zetland from October to April. «

Mr, Neill in his tour through Orkney and Shetland, says
this bird is called by the whimsical name of coal and candle
light, from a fancied resemblance of its long and plaintive
winter-call to these words. This gentleman is quite sure that
the name of Caloo is given to this bird, and not the Pintail
as stated in Dr. Barry’s History of Orkney, having received
stuffed specimens from thence.

The female in our possession has no other resemblance to
the other sex thanthe large oval spot on each side of the
neck just below the head, which in this bird is dusky. Weight
14 ounces : length 15 inches and a half: irides light hazel :
bill is bluish, with the ridge and nail black: the forehead is
dusky, spreading as it passes backwards on the crown and
back of the hcad : the sides of the head before the eyes,
light brown, growing paler about the eyes, and becoming
white in an angle nearly an inch behind each eye; beneath
the white is a large oval patch of dusky ; under this is a patch
of white: the back of the neck, as well as the front, from
the chin downward grey-brown, darkest above and on the
chin: the back of the neck below the lateral white spot is
dusky-brown, becoming dusky-black on the back, and rump,

' slightly
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slightly glossed with purple: the scapulars are pale brown,
with the margin of some of the feathers cinereous: the coverts
of the wings dusky-black : primary quills the same: secona
daries tinged with ferruginous, which increases on the tertials,
and glossed with purple: the feathers on the wings beneath
are dusky : the fore part of the neck below the lateral white
patch is dusky-brown, shaded to a grey, mixed with pale
ferruginous.brown on the upper part, and sides of the breast :
the lower breast, belly, vent, and under tail coverts white:
the tail is cuneiform consisting of fourteen dusky-brown
feathers, the outer omes lightest and edged with white; the
colour of these feathers beneath is cinereous : legs and toes
blueish-grey ; the webs and thie feet beneath dusky.

DUCK-OLIVE-TUFTED. Vide Duck«ferruginous.
DUCK-PINTAIL. Anas acuta.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 354. Lin. Trans, iv. p. 110. t. 13,
f. 6. (Trachea.)—Bewick Br. Birds. ii, t, p, 360,

PROVINCIAL,
Winter-Duck.

By the kind assistance of a nobleman who did us the ho-
nor to present us with some aquatic birds taken in his decoy,
we have been enabled to ascertain some most important facts
in the history of this specias.

The males which have been domesticated for several years,
gave us an opportunity of observing that they moult twice in
the year, assuming at one period a very near resemblance te
the female, which at other times is known to be so extremely
dissimilar.

In the month of June, or beginning, of July, these birds
commenced their change of plumage, and by degrees, after
making a singular mottled appearance, especially on the part
of the body which was white before, became by the first

week
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week in August, entirely of a brown colour. The beauti.
ful bronze on the head, the white streak on each side of the
neck, and all the white beneath, as well as the elegant scapu-
lars, had all cntirely vanished, and to all appearance a sexua

metamorphose had taken place. But this change was of
short duration, for about the latter end of September, one of
the males began to reassume the masculine attire ; the white
on the under parts of the body, streaks on the neck and sca-
pulars, and some bronze on the head were evident, and by
the middle of October this bird was again in full plumage.

The other had then only began to change, and did not
become perfect till the middle of November.

That such change is not the effect of confinement is evident
from their excellent health, and having the range of a pond
fenced off with some land attached to it that is planted with
shrubs and trees. But to clearly decide thatsuch a change ac-
tually takes place ina perfect state of nature, a friend towhom
we are under many obligations for ornithological assistance,
(the Rev. Mr. Holdsworth,) shot a male Pintail in the month of
December, that had not compleated Lis perfect male plumage,

The following is the description of a Pintail after he had
thrown off the masculine plumage; taken on the 19th of
August.

Bill as usual : top of the head, and from thence down the
back of the neck, dusky and pale ferruginous, intermixed in
minute streaks, paler on the forehead ; sides of the head and
throat brown, with minute dusky specks tinged with ferrugi-
nous ; the front and sides of the neck, brown, with dusky-black
spots, which are minute on the upper part, becoming larger
by degrees downwards, where they are also more distinet :
the breast and belly very pale brown, with more distant dusky
spots : the back, and scapulars, dusky-black, with pale mar~
gins, each feather having a transverse bar of white near the
tip; the longer scapulars are only margined with rufous-

white



DUC

white, and some are powdered with white: the rump, like the
back, but these feathers gradually lose the white bar as they
approach the tail, so that the tail-coverts are only margined
- with white : the feathers on the sides of the body being large,
have broad margins, with the middle dusky-hlack, in which is
either a ferruginous-white bar, or two spots, one on each side
of the shaft : the prime quills dusky-grey as usual : the spe-
- culum changeable green, or copper, tipped with white, a
violet bar dividing the green from the white: the first tertial
is brown on the inner web, grey on the outer near the shaft,
and a broad margin of violet; the rest of the tertials are
brown dashed with cinereous, black near the shafts: the co-
verts of the wings plain dark cinereous, the largest series
tipped with bay: the tail consists of sixtcen dusky feathers
dashed with cinereous, gradually becoming darker towards
the middle feathers, which rather exceed the next in length,
making the tail regularly cuneiform : vent, and under {tail-
coverts rufous-white, with distant black spols.

This double moulting in so short a time, peculiar to some
species of birds, is a most curious and extraordinary circuma
stance that seems to bid defance to all human reasoning,

That some birds should change their plumage with the sea-
son is evidenlly a gift of nature to accommodate their colour
to their habits, as in the Ptarmigan that changes his mottled
plumage in the autumn for that of white, in order that he may
rest secure upon the bosom of the snow during winter. But
there is no such evident reason for a double change in the
short space of two or three months in the same season. The
fact liowever now established will doubtless lead to discovery.
It accounts for the Red-breasted Shoveler being only the
common Blue-winged species, in the intermediate change of
plumage ; and it is probable all the males of that species
would be found inthelatier end of the summer or beginning of
the autumn to assume more or less the femule attire, with

that
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that rufous tinge which has occasioned ifs being considered a
distinct species. A shoveler of this description now in our
museum was shot in August. vide Shoveler.

The Pintail has bred in confinement : and Lord Stanley in«
forms us he has a hybrid brood between the female Pintail,
and a male Wigeon. vide Wigeon,

The male Pintails in our menagerie, for want of the other
sex, shewed inclination lo pair with a female Scaup, till by
accident she made her escape, and since that we were surprised
to observe these birds court a Bernacle Goose, a bird so much
larger.

One also paired with a tame duck, but which appeared too
large for a union; more than twenty eggs which the Duck
laid (part of which she sat on, and the rest put under a hen,)
evidently were not fecundated.

The notes of the Pintail are extremely soft and inward ; the -
courting note is always attended with a jerk of the head ; the
other greatly resembles that of a very young kitten

In the spring the male Pintail indicates his softer passions
by suddenly rising his body uprightin the water, and bringing
his bill close to his breast, ultering at the same time a soft
note. This gesticulation is frequently followed by a singular-
jerk of the hinder part of the body, which in turn is
thrown up above the water,

DUCK-SCAUP. Anas Marila
Anas frenata Mus. Carls, fasc. ii. t. 38, (female)
Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 351.—Lin. Trans. iv. p. 128 t. 14
f. 5. 4 (trachea).—Bewick Br. Birds, ii t. p. 359.
‘White.faced Duck. Br. Miscel. ii. p. 5. t, 62.

PROVINCIAL.
Spoon-bill Duck.

In the former part of this work we had fallen into the same
error
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error with many more enlightened naturalists, having stated
that the female was not distinguishable by its plumage from
the male ; but the fact is that the dissimilarity is so great as
to have caused the female to be considered a distinct spe-
cies, Assuch it has been figured in the British Miscellany,
under the title above referred to,

Dr. Latham, in his second Supplement to the General Sy-
nopsis,-describes the female to differ in having the head daik-
brown, and at the base of the bill a band of white nearly half
an inch broad, passing quite round the forehcad, cheeks, and
throat.  Mr, Tunstal and Mr. Boys were both of the same
opinion,

In the Catalogue of Sussex birds given by Mr, Markwick
in the Fourth Vol. of the Transactions of the Linnean So-
ciety we find the following correct ebservation, under the ar-
ficle Scaup Duck :=“ On the 27th of January, 1795, my
“ gervant, in company with another person, fired amongst a
“ flock of these birds consisting of nearly an hundred : he
¢ brought me a male and female ; the latter proved to be the
¢ Anas frenata of Dr. Sparman’s Museum Carlsonianum.”

In confirmation of such opinions, we have been fortunate
within a few vears in obtaining four or five specimens of this
White-fronted Duck, by the kind assistance of Mr. Anstice,
of Bridgewater, three of which were sent to us alive; one of
these now living, has been six years in the menagerie. From
the same quarter a live male Scaup has been made the com-
panion of the former for two years, a circumslance that en-
ables us most clearly to decide that they are without doubt
both the same species, differing only in sex.

Their manners are similar, as well as the conformation of
the several external parts, bill, legs, colour of the eyes, and
number of the tail-feathers. They associate tegether apart
from all others, make the same grunting noise, and both have
the same singular toss of the head attended with an opening
of the bill, which in the spring is continued for a considerable
time while swimming, and sporting on the water. This

-~
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This singular gesture would Le sufficient to identify the
species were all other distinctions wanting.

During the summer months, when the larva of various
insects are to be found in the mud at the bottom of the pond,
these birds are continnally diving; but they are perfectly
contented with barley, aud are become so tame as to come to
the edge of the water for a bit of bread. Of all the aquatic
birds we have had, that have been taken alive from their na.
tural wild habits, none have appeared so familiar as the
Scaup; and after feeding a few days with bread soaked in
water, they take to eating barley freely.

This species is never taken in a decoy, and rarely observed
upon fresh water, except where large rivers disembogue into
the sea; or in lakes close to the sea.

The manner in which our specimens were taken was acci-
dentally thus. Onsome parts of our flat coast where the tide
recedes for a considerable distance, the fishermen place their
nets in a semicircular form at low water, so that on the return
of the water at the next ebb, all the fishes within the vortex of
the net are cut off, and with them sometimes a Scaup, or a
Scoter. These birds finding some resistance, attempt to
avoid the obstacle by diving, and by such continued efforts,
are at last incapable of flying, and are easily taken alive, ex-
cept they get eniangled in the net under water, and are
drowned, which somelimes happens.

We shall now record a mioute description of the female
Scaup, and rectify a mistake we had fallen into in the former
part of this work, where it is said that the Scaup has sixleen
feathers in the tail. This circumstance has since been ate
tended to in bolh sexes, and ascertained to possess ouly
fourteen. :

In point of size the female is not much inferior to the male.
The weight of the one under examination is twenty one
ounces ; length eighteen inches and a half, 'The bill like that

of
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of the male is vary broad, a trifle dilating at the end, and from
beivig considerably compressed, appears to reflect a littley
and is of a dusky lead-colour, punctured round the nail,
which last is black : irides bright yellow : the head is large
and well clothed with chocolate-brown fealhers, those on the
crown longest ; round the base of the bill is a band of yel-
lIowish-white, occupying the space of half an inch next to the
upper mandible, decreasing from thence to the chin: the neck
is brown: breast the same, tinged with tawny : upper part of
the back dusky, the ends of the feathers greyish : the lower
back, and coverts of the wings dusky-black, tinged with
changeable green: scapulars the same, minutely speckled
with grey, and mixed with some plain dark brown feathers:
the four first prime quills dusky-black, the others becoming
grey on their outer webs ; the ten secondaries are white, with
dusky tips ; the next is black,j speckled with white near the
shaft: the tertials are plain dusky-black, slightly bronzed:
belly dirty white : sides inclining lo brown, darker over the
thighs: between the legs, and from thence to the tail, mottled
with pale yellowish-brown, the feathers behind the vent finely
barred with the same colour : the tail, and the feathers on the
rump contiguous dusky-brown, the former rather short and
rounded : legs and toes dusky-lead colour, the webs darkest,

We have observed that the females become much more
powdered with grey on the back, scapulars, and wing-coverts,
with age.

Oue very fine specimen, much larger than the above, which
was captured in the month of May, had the head and neck
verv full of feathers of a fine chocolate-brown: the breast
and round the lower part of the neck behind, of a fine oliva-
ceous-brown; and the two middle feathers of the tail much
darker than the rest.

‘T'his bird which came alive to us did not appear in health,
aud had large swellings on the joints of some of the toes, so

that
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that it could scarcely walk ; indeed at best this species isill
calculated for pedestrian excursicns.  After lingering a few
dﬁys it died ; and upon dissection the ova were found to be
numerous, but not much dilated, '

The cause of death appeared to be in the lungs, and in the
membrane that separates them from the other viscera; thig
last was much thickened, and all the cavity within was co-
vered with mucor or blue mould,

It is a most curious circumslance to find this vegetable
production growing within a living animal, and shews that
where air is pervious, mould will be found to obtain, if it
meets with suflicient moisture, and a place congenial to vege-
talion. Now the fact is, that the part on which this vegetable
was growing was decayed, and had no longer in itself a living
principle; the dead part therefore became the proper pabulum
of the invisible seeds of the mucor transmitted by the air in
respiration; and thus nature carries on all her works immuta-
bly under every possible variation of circumstance, It would
indeed be impossible for such to vegetate on a living body,
being incompatible with vitality, and we may be assured that
decay must take place before this minute vegetable can make
alodgement to aid in the great change of decomposition. Even
with inanimate bodies the appearance of mould or any species
of Fungiis a sure presage of partial decay and decomposition.

DUCK-TUFTED.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p.355.—Lin. Trans, iv. p. 117,

Many of this species are shot in fresh waler, but it is toe
great a diver to be taken in the decoy.

It is sometimes destitute of the tuft or pendant crest, aud
in that case has been made distinct. |

Is frequently shot on Slapton Ley in South Devon, alarge
piece of water close to the sea, and is by the natives called
Black-Wigeon, ' '

In
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In the month of December, when the aquatic testaceous
Limaces have retreated under the mud in the deep, we have
found this bird with its craw full of Helix putris.

DUCK-VELVET.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 350.—Lin. Trans, iv, p. 119. t. 15.
f. 3—7. (Trachea). -

PROVINCTAL.
Double-Scoter. Great-Black-Duck.

DUCK-WHITE-FACED, or WHITE-FRONTED, vide
Duck-Scaup. (female)
DUCK-WHITE-THROATED.

In the Second Vol. of the British Zoology, Table 98, a
figure is given of a black Duck, with the forehead, round the
base of the bill, the throat, and part of the neck before white ;
to which the above title is prefixed without any description or
reference whatever, 'We are however inclined to think it is
a variety of the Scoter, having seen a female of that species
with a whitish throat. Vide Scoter.

DUCK-WINTER, vide Duck-Pintail.
DUN-.CUR, vide Pochard.
DUN-DIVER. Mergus Castor.

Nothing has perplexed us more than the discrepancy of
opinion concerning some of the Mergansers; nor can we
after so many years indefatigable search for the truth, offer
any thing satisfactory from personal observation ; but we are
induced to continue in our former opinion, that the Dun-diver
and Goosander are really distinct, not having heard any
thing adduced to alter that opinion. If indeed we are to
rely on the transactiouns of public badies, we may produce the

Berlin Transactions as an evidence of the fact, In the
fourth
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fourth vol. of that work, tab. 18, fig. 3, is a representation
of the trackea of the Goosander: and in the third vol. tab. 7,
fig. 5, is given the ¢rachets of the Dundiver. The difference
between these in structure is so material, that they cannot
possibly belong to the same species.

These not enly differ in the bony labyrinth at the bottom of
the ¢rachea, but that which belongs to the Goosander has two
enlargements about the middle ; whereas only one enlarge-
ment belongs to the Dundiver,

This should seem to clear up all doubts upon the subject,
especially as the birds in question cannot well have been cona
founded with any other species, ,

It has been asserted by other naturalists that birds in the
plumage of the Dundiver have upon dissection possessed a
labyrinth ; a conformation peculiar to the masculine gender;
but they have not been particular in noticing the distinction
between it and that of the Goosander, if such existed. 1In fact
such male Dundivers have been generally considered as birds
immature in plumage, and were young Goosanders, wanting
enly age to perfect them ; and probably with that preexisting
opinion, proper attention to the enlargements in the middle
of the trachea was neglected, and the labyrinth only attended
to; and as the difference in that part might not be apparent
but by comparison, these birds may have been frequently
overlooked.

With us, especially in the southern parts of the kinzdom
ihese birds are so extremely rare that we never have had the
good fortune to dissect a Goosander; and never more than
two Dundivers; both of which were females, and their ¢rachee
similar, being small and flattish, without an enlargement of
any kind.

From the autherity before veferred to, we cannot doubt but
that the Goosander has two tracheal swellings, and that a bird

atleast similar to the Dundiver, has but one such enlargement,
E the
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the evident distinction of the male sex. We have therefore to
learn what are the females to these, Hasany Goosander upon
dissection proved a female, or been found destitute of the
singular tracheal conformation 2 Or has any Dundiver been
observed to possess two tracheal erlargements? These are
points in question, for though both sexes of the Dundiver
have been noticed, as we are told, no such occurrence has
taken place with respect to the Goosander. Admitting there-
" fore that both sexes of the Dundiver are similar, and continue
so at all ages, we have yet to discover the female of the
Goosander ; and we cannot too strongly recommend to our
northern scientific friends, a strict attention to this subject.

In the Eighth Vol. of the Transactions of the Linnean
Society, Mr. Simmonds has attempted to prove these birds
to be of the same species; but much more is wanting to
convince the critical Ornithologist and fix his wavering opinion.
But we shall have occasion to say more on this subject under
Goosander, \

It is, we admit, very possible that an error in our notes
may have occurred; but we thought that every possible care
had been taken in counting and noting tlie number of feathers
in the tail of the only Dundiver we ever had the means of
examining fresh, previously to the publication of the former
part of this work. But as Mr. Simmonds remarks that two
specimens of both these birds now in Edinburgh, have each
eighteen feathers in the tail; and as we have since had a
specimen of the Dundiver with a similar number, we conceive
we had been deceived.

It should be remarked that in all the Dundivers we have
~ hitherto examined, the shafts of the feathers ou the back are
black: six of the secondary quills, and their greater coverts,
nearly wholly white ; and it appears that these are at first of
a fine buff colour, for in one wing of a specimen now before ;
us, two of these quills, which are only three parts grown, are

of
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of that colour: some feathers on the sides of the lower neck,
and body, are tipped with buff. The fact is, that newly
moulted birds have all the light parts buff, but that colour
soon fades and becomes white : the throat and chin of thisis
ferruginous-white,

Whether the Dundiver feeds in preference on any particular
species of fish we have not been able to ascertain; but the
bill is most admirably adapted to hold securely the most
slippery of the finny tribe,

The upper mandible is furnished with four series of teeth,
or processes, inclining backwards,” two rows on each side the
whole length of the bill, except close to the tip, and here the
upper mandible is much hooked, and falls over the point of
the lower, and is armed with a strong nail, greatly contri.
buting to the security of its prey. The outer series of teeth
in the upper mandible on each side, consists of about thirty.
In the lower mandible there is only one series on each side,
cousisting of about forty ; these, when the bill is closed, lock
in between the double series in the upper mandible.

DUNLIN. Tringa alpina
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 117.

We have had specimens of this bird weighing an ounce
and a half.

One shot on the eighth of August had nearly the whole
under parts black from the neck. Another killed the third
of October had the upper part of the back and scapulars
chiefly cinereous, with dusky on the shafts, intermixed with
a few black feathers slightly margined with rufous: the head
and neck pale, streaked with brown, and nearly destitute of
the usual rufous: the breast and belly having some black
spots betrayed the species, but the spots were small and not
confluent : the tail as usual.

FQ The
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'The former of these is evidently an old bird ; the latter a
young one, evinced by the mottled appearance; changing
from the cinereous nestling feathers, to the dark adult
plumage.

A specimen shot in July was extremely rufous on all the
upper parts, especially on the head and neck.

From the appearance of these birds at different seasons, it
should seem, that their first feathers which are pale, and
mixed with cinereous, change, and are supplied before Christ.
mas by those dark ones which constitute maturity ; after
which as the summer advances, the rufous becomes conspi-
cuous ; but this last is not effected by change of feather, but
_the colour is turned by long exposure to the sun and weather,
a circumstance not uncommon towards the latter end of
summer, whep even the quills of some dark birds, lose their
original black or brown, and become tawny.

Mr. Simmonds says ( Linnean Transactions, vol. 8. p. 266).
¢¢ that the nest is composed of dried tufts of Juncus squar-
rosus, and the eggs four, smoky-white, irregularly marked
with light and darker-brown blotches,, rather more distant
and paler at the smaller end.

Breeds in company with Charadrius hiaticula and Tringa
Vanellus, in the islands of South Ronaldsha and Sanda, and
at Loch Strathbey, near Frazerburgh, Aberdeenshire,

DUNTUR, or Dunter-Duck, vide Duck.Eider.

EAGLE-CINEREOUS. Falco albicilla
Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. p. 18.
Shaw. Gen. Zool. vii. p. 79.

We referto the second Supplément to the General Synop-
sis with some doubt, for what Doctor Latham has con-
sidered as a variety of this species, inhabiling New Holland.

The
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The bill and legs black, general colour of the plumage
deep brown, but the under parts are much paler, and the
wings much darker than the rest: the rump and tail very
pale ash colour, nearly white.

If this is one of the variations caused by climate, we may
certainly as readily conceive that the Bald or White-headed
Eagle is also 3 variety.

The specimen mentioned in the former part of this work,
which we had alive, died in the spring of the year 1806, hav-
ing lived with us nearly seven years, and two years before
that with Mr. Den.  The disease which occasioned his death
was in the gall-bladder.

During the time he was in our possession, no material
change in plumage was apparent, except that the tail feathers
which at first had the outer webs sprinkled with dﬁﬁky, be=
came more white, the outer feather only having a little of
such mark ; but the base of the tail is still dusky-black for
about one third of its length.

As we suspected, this bird proved upon dissection to be a
male ; and was in good condition, and beautiful plumage ;
and now occupies a place in our museum,

His weight was seven pounds six ounces: Iength two feet
eight inches and a half: breadth six feet ten and a half.

The bill and cere yellow: irides pale yellow: the space
between the bill and 'eye apparently bare, but on nice in-
spection is found to be covered with very short hairs; this is
of a blueish-grey colour: - the head and neck pale cinereous-
brown : the body is 2 mixture of brown and cinereous, the
new feathers being dusky-brown with a cinereous tlinge; the
old ones cinereous-brown with a rufous tinge : the upper and
under tail-coverts, and thighs, are darker than any other parts
except the base of the tail, and quill feathers ; the former is
dusky-black for about one third of their length next to the
body ; the quills are dusky with ashade of cinereous above,

' the
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the under part variable as the light falls upon it, or
changeable from brown to cinereous-lead-colour, and rufous-
brown towards the tips:. the legs as usual yellow,

This bird did not appear to be particularly partial to fish,
but devoured flesh with equal avidity. He usually plucked
birds pretty clean of their feathers before he devoured them,
and those unavoidably swallowed, were, with a part of the
bones disgorged. He drank more frequently than usual with
this tribe of birds. He was not a bold bird, but fearful of
strangers, and in his violent struggles, often broke his chain ;
and two or three times fled for a mile of more ; but this being
an exertion to which he was unaccustomed, was recaptured
without much difficulty.

EAGLE-GOLDEN., Falco Chrysaetos.
Shaw. Zool. Lect. i. t. 52.
Gen. Zool. vii, p, 75. t. 17,
Bewick Br. Birds. i, t. p. 5.

We have been told that this species breeds in Scotland, and
in Ireland, but we are inclined to believe it is much more
rare in the British dominions than generally supposed; for
we know that almost every large eagle, especially of the species
Ossifragus or Sea Eagle, is, by the captorand his neighbours,
considered at once to be the Eagle of the Sun, the only one
particularized in ancient history, or that is recorded in sacred
writings. Unless therefore such birds fall into the hands of
the scientific naturalist, little is to be depended upon.

We have had two or three specimens of Ossifraga sent to
us for the Chrysaetos.

Mr. Bewick says a Golden Eagle was shot near Warkworth
which measured eleven feet and a equarter in he extent of
wings,

It has not been our good fortune to meet with one out of

the many reputed Golden ‘species that have been shot in
England ;
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Englnd; nor have we ever seen this bird in any British collec«
tion, except in that which was once as much an honor to the
country, as its recent dispersion is a disgrace.  When we re-
flect on the variqus detections of peculation to a vast amount
by public characters; when public bodies can, by applica-
tion to parliament, procure loans to6 any amount, and private
individuals be rewarded from the public fund, how extraordi-
nary does it appear that in neither of the houses of parliament
an advocate, or a champion should be found ready to stand
forth and rescue science in so enlightened a country, It will
scarcely be credited in after ages, when our children’s children
shall be told of the polish and refinement of the present day 3
that the trifling sum of thirty, or perhaps twenly thousand
pounds, would have added that vast assemblaga' of nalure
and art to the British Museum ; yet it was suffered to be
dispersed.

Had the Leverian Museum been connected with that of
British, these collectively would have formed a most magni-
ficent national collection that might have been envied by sur.
rounding potentates, but unrivalled even by that of the G'7eat
Nation, (to which the fate of war has given the means of
plundering from the public and private museums of nearly
the whole of Europe) but alas! that unfortunate collection
has been dissolved. ¢ and like the baseless fabrick of a vision,
has not left a wreck behind.”

The scientific reader will pardon this digression, and syms
pathise with us on the fate of that once entertaining and
highly instructive assemblage, both natural and artificial, cols
lected from every part of the globe. At its dissolution the
Austrian cabinet was enriched by means of a special scientific
messenger expressly sent by its august sovereign, and some of
the choicest and most valuable articles, were probably at the
capture of Ficnna, transferred to the Parisian muscum.

EAGLE.RING-TAIL.
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EAGLE-RING-TAIL. Falco fulvus.
Bewick Br. Birds,i. t. p. 7.
8haw. Gen. Zool. vii. p. 71.

Mr. Pennant, in his Poyage to the Hebrides, says that, in
the isle of Rum, the Ringtail Eagles have reduced the stags
very much,

The legs of this species like the Golden, being covered
with shert feathers down to the toes, is one of its essential
characters.

The Ringtail Eagle does not appear to be so plentiful even
in North Britain as the Sea Eagle, and probably is confined
to the Highlands of Scotland, where it usually breeds in the
most inaccessible parts of the mountainous cliffs ; sometimes
on that stupendous mountain so well known to all the north-
ern tourists, Ben-Lomond.

Upon the summit of that mountain an Eagles egg was
found amongst the rocks, without any nest, supposed to be-
long to this species, and which must have been prematurely
dropped. '

As we were sporting in the neighbourhood of Ben-Lomond,
on the summit of the lesser mountains that form its base, a
Grous (Tetrao Scoticus) was wounded, and flew with diffi-
culty eighty or an hundred paces. An Eagle apparently of
this species porceiving the laborions flight of the Grous, de_
scended with rapid wing from the adjacent Jofty cliffs, before
our guns- were reloaded, and in defiance of the shouts made
to deter him, carried off his prey.

In another part of the Western Highlands of Scotland, we
had an opportuniy of witnessing the powers of the flight of
this bird in pursuit of ils quarry. An old Black-Cock
(Tetrao Tetriz) was sprung, and was instantly pursued by
the Eagle, (who must have been on a neighbouring rock
unperceived) across the glen, the breadth of which was

at
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at least two miles. The Eagle made several pounces in view,
without success, but as there was no wood, nor cover on the
opposite mountain sufficient to conceal so large a bird as the
Heath Grous so closely pursued, he doubtless forfeited his
life to the merciless tyrant of the rocks.

The Rev. Mr. Fleming (who had an opportunity of ob-
serving these birds in Zetland) informs us théy are general de-

predators, and in the breeding season rob the rock birds of
their young, especially Gulls and €Corvorants,

EAGLE-SEA. Falco ossifragus.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t.'p. 11.
Shaw. Gen. Zool. vii, p. 81. t. 18.

The contest between birds of prey in the season of love
is sometimes extremely desperate, and not unfrequently fatal,

Two of this species contending in the air over the extensive
lake Loch Lomond in the Scottish Highlands, both at last
became so firmly grappled to each other by their talons, that
they were precipitated into the water. The uppermost re-
gained the power of its wings, but the other was taken alive
by a Highlander who witnessed the scene, and who waited
till the wind had wafted him near the shore. This curious
circumstance we received from an officer who bought the
Eagle.

Although this is an extremely bold bird, it will not venture
to contend with a Dog or a Fox iu its natural wild state,

An Eagle and a Fox were observed to be regaling them-
sclves on the carcase of a Goat that had fallen down a preci-
pice in the Highlands of Scotland. The latter frequently
obliged the other to desist, and retreat a little, bul it was
not sufficiently alarmed to prevent returning ; and it occasiona
ally threw itself into bold and picturesque attitudes of defence,
spreading the wings and tail, and erecting cvery feather.

Two
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Two living Eagles were seut to us from Ireland, and wera
on their arrival at Bristol detained by an officer of excise,
upon a plea that there was a duty upon all singing-birds,
Had this happened on the other side of the water it might
have been termed an Irish story. The unfortunate birds
would however have been starved at the Custom-house if
application had not been made to the head of that department
in the port of Bristol, offering to pay any demand for their
release, if legally detained for their vocal abilities. By this
officer it was most wisely determined, after some considera-
tion, that Eagles could scarcely be coasidered as singing birds.

This is by far the most plentiful of the Aquiline race in the
British dominions; nota year passes but many are shot in
England.

A specimen killed on the Mendip hills in Somersetshire
two years since, was very small, probably a male. Iistalons
were blunt asif worn in confinement.

This bird was very dark about the head and neck, but the
greater coverts and scapulars were brown, with a rufous
tinge, their tips dusky : the tail feathers dirty-white on the
“inner webs much sprinkled with small dusky spots, the
shafts whilish, and the outer webs like the quills, dusky-black.
The length was less than three feet ; and the breadth about
sIX,

ERN.

This name does not appear to be confined tothe Cingreous.
Eagle, as we are informed that the Golden, as well as the
Black Eagle, and the Osprcy, have this litle applied to them
in the Orknies.

FALCON.

~ This genus like sume others, has been nominally thrown

ibto two divisions the Aquiline or Eagles, and the Accipitrine

or Hawks, differing however in mnothing but size. Some
of
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of the former have been trained to falconry, but are too
heavy to be carried on the fist, not so manageable as
the larger Hawks, and not so well calculated for flying at
feather,

The Hawks, and Falcons as they are generally termed by
the falconer, are numerous; but as the gun has super.
seded the princely diversion of hawking, it is extremely diffi-
cult to trace from the epithets of falconers what species,
. ornithologically speaking, have been trained.

We are assured our British ancestors made use of four
species, the names of which we cannot apply at present : the
Hebog or Hawk, the Gwalch or Falcon, the Hwyedig or
long-winged, the Camming or crooked-bill. To these may
be added some falconers names of modern date, such as
Tercel, Red-Faicon, Gentle-Hawk. .

These are spoken of in Thornton‘s Sporting Tour. A
cast of Hawks and a Tercel, sent to kim from Lochaber,
p. 74. Red-Falcons and Red-Tercels, p. 80.

It should appear that the term Gentle is not a specific
name, but a term given in the language of falconry to such
as are manny or manageable. Vide Falcon perigrine.

Cuvier has divided this genus into ignoble and noble birds
of prey, and these are again subdivided accerding to the
length of their wings and legs, curvitnre and notches in the
bill, and other circumstances of less importance.

We do not perceive any advantage resulting from the nu-
merous divisions formed by this naturalist.

Amongst the ignoble are placed the Eagles, Fishing Eagles,
Eglets, Eagle.hawks", Goshawks, and Sparrow-bawks, Buz.
gards, Busards, and Kites.

These we are told are never employed in falconry, so that
we must either conclude this writer has also separated the
synonyms hawking and falconry, or he must be mistaken ;
for not only the Goshawk has been in high estimation with

‘ falconers,
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falconers, but that some species of Eagles have been trained
to the flight with advanlage,

The Falcons which Cuvier has properly termed the noble
birds of prey, are tolerably well defined by the second feather
in the wing being the longest ; but all such have not the process
or tooth on each side the upper mandible, as may be observ-
ed in the Rough-legged IFalcon. And in the ignoble divi-
sion, which is said to have no siuch dentation on the bill, the
Sparrow Hawk is a proof to the contrary,

There appears to be a strong division between the Buz-
zards, the Hawks, and the Falcons; and the Kites may be
separated by their forked tail ; but it is extremely difficult to
determive the division of the Eagle from the Buzzard, as
size glone constitutes the chief distinction. The Osprey has
been called both Eagle and Buzzard : this belongs to Cuvier’s
division of Fishing Eagles, and possesses individually a re-
markable character, that of the outer talon being nearly as
large as the inner; but this is probably a specific distinction,
as no nolice is taken of it in the divisional characters of that
writer, ¥

We shall not enter further on this new arrangement at pre-
sent, as we do not conceive it will enlighten our English
readers,

FALCON.ASH-COLOURED. Falco cinerarius. Orn. Dict.
Ash.coloured Falcon, Lin, Trans.ix. p. 188.

Much new light has been thrown upon the natural history
of this bird since the publication of the former part -of this
work, which has been honored with a place in the Trans-
actions of the Linnean Society. The subject however has
grown upon us since ; the nest has been taken, and the young
ascertained, so that little remains to make the history of this
species complete.

We
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We shall first extract a part of the account given in the
Linnean T'ransactions, as that work may not be in the hands
of every ornithologist, and afterwards detail our subsequent
observations.

By the examination of a recent specimen of this bird, kil
led on the 10th of August, 1803, near Kingsbridge, in De-
vonshire, we are enabled to add somewhat to the description
of it, and to correct a mistake in the former part of this
work, where it is stated that the greater coverts have dusky-
black on the outer webs towards their middle, forming a
small bar ; whereas it will now be observed, this visible
mark when the wings are closed, is on the secondary quills,
and not on the coverts,

The specimen in question weighed nine ounces and three-
quarters: length eighteen inches: breadth three feet eight
inches and a half: the length from the elbow to the end of
the third quill feather (which is the longest) fifteen inches and
a half: length of the tail, from the gland on the rump, nine
inches and a half. Bill black, the base and cere greenish :
irides and orbits bright yellow : crown of the head, cheeks,
throat, under part of the neck, back, and scapulars cine-
reous-brewn ; the feathers of the last are 'cinereous at their
base, with the tips brown : the smaller coverts are marked
the same as the scapulars : the greater coverts are also cinere-
ous-brown, the expeosed part of each feather darkest, but not
tipped like the others: the eight prime quills are dusky-
black, the last with a dash of cinereous; the first is very
short, the third by far the longest : secondary quills cinere-
ous-brown above, pale beneath, with three remarkable dusky
bars, transversely placed, and unearly in parallel lines, each
half an inch in breadth ; in some of these feathers when se-
parated from the wing, the rudiment of a fourth bar is ob-
servable at the base ; but of these tiiree or four bars, only

one is visible on the upper side of the wing, the others being
hid
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hid by the coverts ; thisis about two inches from the tips of'
the feathers; on the under part of the wing two bars are
very conspicuous the others are paler and hidden by the
smaller under coverts, the first row of which is white, with a
large dusky bar across the middle ; the rest are bright bay,
more or less spotted, barred, or margined with white: the
under parts of the body, including the under tail-coverts and
thighs, white, with a broad streak of bright bay down the
shaft of each feather: under scapulars with broad alternate
bars of bay and white: the tail is a trifle cuneiform, the two
middle feathers dusky-brown, the rest dark ash.colour,
palest on the two or three outer feathers, which have their
inner webs approaching to white; all except the two middle
feathers have five equidistant bars on the inner web takingin
theshaft; these bars on the two outer feathers are bay, the
rest more or less dusky, with a ferruginous tinge on those at
the base: legs orange-yellow, rather long and slender:
claws small, and black.

The bird from which this description is taken is a male,
proved to be so by the unerring rule of dissection, It has
the feathers behind the earsshort, but no ruff continued round
the head so conspicuous as in the Hen-Harrier.  He was in
good condition, and in his stomach was a Sky-Lark, and yet
his weight was not so much as that of the Hen-Harrier by
three or four ounces; though his length and breadth -are
much saperior, by reason of his longer wings and tail. It
must also be remarked that, he cannot be a young bird, as
some of the quills are moulting ; the first and second fealhers
of the secondary quills in each wing are not full grown, but
are of the same colour as the rest, and possess the same bars,

When this account was laid before the Linnean Socicty,
we were unable to say any thing of the habitat, or to deter-
mine whether this bird was really indigenous or not ; but
we have been fortunate enough since to remove the greater

part
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part of the veil that hid in obscurity the history of this
species.

On the 23d of May, in the year 1808, we observed one
of these birds in South Devon, skimming over a patch of
furze very near ; and noticed that it repeatedly dropped into
the same spot, after having pitched on the bare ground at
some distance ; but could not observe whether it was pre-
paring a nest or not. At the same time we noticed a large
brown Hawk floating over another piece of furze at a little
distance. This had much the appearance of the Ringtail, but
appeared longer in the wings, which gave a suspicion that
these were actually the two sexes of the Ash-coloured-
Falcon; and which seems to be confirmed by subsequent
events.

Mr. Tucker (the author of Ornithologia Danmoniensis)

- while looking over our museum, had this bird pointed out to
him, and was asked if he had ever seen it. To which he re-
plied that he thought he had, but had probably mistaken it
for a variety of the Hen-Harrier. 1In a short time after Mr.
Tucker sent us one of the secondary quill feathers of this
bird, which was then in his possession, and informed us that
both sexes of this species were shot in that summer (1808)
from the nest, by the Game-keeper of Mr. Templer, of Stover,
in Devonshire, and that three young ones were also taken at
the same time. All these had been nailed up against the
garden wall, and were considered as the Hen-Harrier, with
his female the Ringtail, and their offspring; the male of which
had been previously taken down by Mr. Tucker as a variety
of the Hen-Harrier, before we had poinled out to him the
distinclion,

It would have been a most desirable object to have ob-
tained the female, but unfortunately we were too late; it
was lotally destroyed. There was however no longer any
doubt that the colour of that sex was brown, not very unlike

the
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the general appearance of the Ringlail, having been taken
“for such by Mr. Tucker upon a cursory view, when he took
down the male. ‘

But it is singularly fortunate that in the same year Mr,
Tucker should himself take a nest of this obscure species with
young, which he attempted to rear, under the idea that they
were Hen-Harriers. : |

The nest was discovered in the month of ‘July, on the
ground, amongst furze, containing three young birds and gn
addled egg, which last was white. Two of the young Hawks
continued alive till the summer of the following year, and
were evidently from their disproportionate size, of different
sexes. _About the beginning of August they began to moult,
plainly discovering that they were not Hen-Harriers as before
suspected, but actually the birds in question. Unfortunately
at this most interesling conjuncture, the female made her
escape before she had nearly completed her mature plumage,
and the ouly part we could obtain of her was an outer feather
of the tail that had beeu broken off, and was evidently of
recent growth by not being completely expanded at the basez
This feather has five bars of ferruginous, with alternate
rufousawhite on both webs ; towards the énd, "the dark bars
incline to dusky.

Iu the latter end of November the male was by some acci~
dent killed in the middle of his moulting, when assuming the
feathers of maturity ; and was in a mutilated stale sent to us
for examination ; the description of which is as follews.

The head, neck, part of the scapulars, and most of the
lesser coverts of the wings, still possess the nestling brown
feathers, which are similar to those of the immatured male
Hen-Harrier, or the adult Ringtail ; but the ferruginous-
brown is brighter, and more inclining to dull orang~: all the
sinaller feathers upon the under part of the wings are bright
feringinous, difiering most esseatially in colour from that

' ; part



FAL

part of the Hen-Harrier of either sex, or in any state of
change, and which in the adult male of that species is inva-
riably white. The under scapulars on one side are similar to
those of the adult, elegantly barred ferruginous and white;
but on the other side these feathers have not been changed,
and are plain ferruginous : the under parts of the body and
thighs are nearly matured, being white and possessing the
bright ferruginous streaks down the shafts of the feathers:
the quills, and the greater coverts, are mostly matured, but a
few of the nestling feathers remain, which strongly, and most
interestingly mark the distinction, particularly two or three
of the secondaries, which are destitute of the dusky bars, and
are of an uniform chocolate-brown, darker than those on the
young Hen.Hacrier: the tail is much mutilated, but the re-
mains of the old feathers are in appearance barred much like
those of the adult; the outer feathers with bright ferruginons
and white, the others with ferruginous bars at the base; but
the third feather is new, and nearly full grown, on which
there are five dark, and five pale bars alternate ; the three
lower dark bars mixed with ferruginous, the other two are
dusky, and the light bars which are white at the base, become
cinereous towards the end, and the point, with the margin
of the outer web, are also cinereous: the greater coverts of
the tail are white, similar to those of the Ringtail, or young
Hen-Harrier, but tipped with cinereous, '

The premature loss of these young Hawks was rather un.
fortunate; however, little more could have been attained by
them, since enough had been observed of the change of the
female Lo shew there was little or no alteration in the mark-
ings of the plumage; and it had been seen that both sexes
were similar in their first feathers, But to put the matter
beyond all doubt, another nest was found by Mr. Tucker in
the following summer, very near the place where the young
bad been taken the preceding year; in which there were also

=) three
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three young birds and an addled egg. The nest was placed,
like the last, amongst furze, upon a hiil near Ashburton
from which two young ones were takcn, and the female shot.
The latter we had not an opportunity of examining, so that
the exact weight and measurement were not ascertained; but
with regard to plumage, we were informed that no difference
existed between the female and the two young birds, which last
were only known to be of different sexes by the superior siz&
of the female, and by the tint of the irides, which in that
sex are at first dusky, but inthe male are of a pale colour.
The colour therefore of these Hawks in their first plumage,
like theHen.Harrier, exactly resembles the female till after the
first moulting, and therefore cannot in any of its changes be
mistaken for either sex of that bird, now the complete descrip-
tion of this species is obtained in both its primary and adult,
plumage, Upon the authority of Mr. Tucker we shall con-
sider the plumage of the adult female to be exactly similar to
that of the young, and shall therefore substitute a description
taken from a young male on the 14th of November, with
whicl bird, alive, Mr. Tucker favoured l;s,. having been taken
from the nest about five months. |
The bill dusky: cere yellow: irides so pale a yellow as to
appear nearly white. The whole ﬁpper part of the head fer.
rnginoué, with simall dusky spots ; on the hindhead, and nape,
a broken patch of white s immetliﬁtely above and beneath
the eye is a pale streak ; the coverts of the ears, extending
down to the lower mandible is dark chbvcolate.brown: the
feathers on the whole upper parts of the body including the
scapulars are dark chocolate-brown : Lhe quills the same ; the
first three or four pale ferruginous about the middle of the in-
ner web ; the secondary quills the darkest, and all more or less
tipped with ferruginous, except on the upper part of the back ;
and those on theback of the neck are deeply margined with that
.colour: the lower part of the rump, and coverts of the tail,
' i white,
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white, with a few streaks of bright ferruginous: the lessee
coverts of the wings are deeply margined with ferruginous :
the chin is dusky-brown: the whole under parts, from chiu
to vent, including the thighs, under tail-coverts, and under
coverts of the wings, bright ferruginous withoul spot, except
the shafts being somewhat darker, appearing on close inspec-
tion like fiue slender streaks: the tail feathers have five
alternate darker, and five paler bars, but the upper ones are
nearly obsolete; these bars on the outer feather are bright
ferruginous and while, with one bar near the end darker ; the
second is similar, but has the ferruginous bars inclining to
chocolate-brown, and the white ones run into pale ferruginous
on the outer webs ; the three next become gradually darker,
with the pale bars less conspicuous, and more ferruginous than -
white ; the two middle feathers have the bars marked only
by a shade of difference in celour, and are scarcely defined.

We have been particular in describing this bird in all its
stages, in order thatit may no longer be confounded with
the Hen-Harrier or Ringtail ; and after what has been said,
it is hardly necessary to remark that the bright ferruginous
colour of the markings is always suflicient to discriminate
this. In the adult male, these bright markings on the under
parts of the body, and under the wings, and the black bars
on the secondary quills (independent of the great difference
in the tail,) at once point out the distinction from the male
Hen-llarrier, Jn the female, the uniform ferruginous celour
of all the under paris is sufficient to discriminate it from the
female Hen-Harrier, besides the colours being much brighter ;
and in the adolescent or changing state of plumage, the same
difference exists in markings.

That this bird has been long known, and confounded with
the Hen-Harrier, there can be no doubt, a proof of which is
evident by the description of what Mr. Pennant supposed a
variety of the Ringtail, In describing that bird ¢ the breast

G2 and
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and belly, (says Mr. Pennant) are of a yellowisli-brown, with
a cast of red, and marked with oblong dusky spots, but they
are subject to vary, for we have met with one specimen that
had these parts entirely plain.”

Here then is an excellent definition of the distinction of the
females of the two specigs, or of the young of both sexes
before the first moulting: amd, except this remark of Mr.
Pennant, we do not find any description, that sufficiently ac-
eords with either sex of our Ash.coloured Falcon, to refer to
with confidence.

We originally referred with doubt to the Winter Falcon of
the Arctic Loology; but unless climate is admitted to make a
strange difference in plumage, our doubts are more magnified
since we became better acquainted with this species: by its
description it differs as much from ome sex of the Ash-
coloured Falcon as from the other.

From the Northern Falcon, this also differs in some essen<
tial points, especially in the under tail coverts, which in that,
is said 1o be plain white, whereas in ours, the adult male (to
which only that can be referred) has those feathers white
streaked with ferruginous. Dr. Latham, who first described
the Northern Falcon as a native of North America, says the
under parts are ferruginous-brown with interrupted bars of
white : ¢“these bars (says the Doctor) are produced from each
feather being of this ferruginous colour, with two or three
spots of white en each side the shaft.” This is not similar te
the markings of our bird, in which the feathers of that part,
that is from the lower breast to the tail, are white, with a
bright ferruginous streak down the middle of each. With
such a material difference, we must still have very great doubts
of their being the same species.

Another bird given by Daudin, under the title of Faucon
4 croupion blanc has becn described in the second Supplement
to the General Synopsis of Birds as a varicty of the Northerm

Falcon ;
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Faleon; but this in markings is farther removed from our
species, by the neck and breast being more or less ferruginous
mixed with white : the belly and thighs are also white, having
two or three heart.shaped spots of ferruginous on each feather,
'T'his may be a variety of the Northern Falcon, but does not
better accord with our bird than the former : upon the whole,
therefore we are inclined to believe our Ash-coloured Falcon
has not hitherto been described as a distinct species, and that
both sexes have been confounded with those of the Hen-
Harrier, unless Falco spadiceus of Mr. Foster, described in
Phil. Trans. Ixii. p. 383, belongs to it. The description states
it to be very like the Moor Buzzard, only less, and want-
ing the light spot on the head. The female of our bird is in
general appearance more like the Moor Buzzard than any other
species of Falcon with which we are acquainted, especially

in having the under parts immaculate, but its colours are -

brighter, and the bird is not near so large. If, however, the
spadiceus is the same as the Chocolate Falcon of the Arctic

&oology, it cannot be gur bird, as that has its legs covered
with feathers,

Whether the Ash-coloured Falcon remains with us the
whole year has not been ascertained, but upon recurrence to
notes we think net one has been seen by us later than October,

FALCON-DOVE.COLOURED, Vide Hen-Harrier.

FALCON-GENTIL,
Shaw. Zeol, vii. p, 122.

Doctor Latham in his Second Supplement to the Gereral
Synopsis of Birds says, ““The young of the Goshawk is very
¢¢ different from the adult, and it is not at all clear that the
¢ Falcon Gentil of the British Joolugy, Na. 50, is not the
¢ Goshawk in its first feathers.” To this opinion we most
heartily subscribe,

Gentil

o
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Gentil or Geutle in Falconry does not appear to be a spe-
-cific name of any particular Hawk, but isapplied to such ag
are docile, and completely manned for the sports of the field.
Colenel Thornton, whose knowledge on the subject no one
will dispute, assures us that the term frequently used in his
Sporting Tour to the Highlands of Scotland, applies to the
Feregrine Falcon : Vide that bird.

Buffon considered the G entil Falcon as the common Falcon
in full plumage : Monsienr Daudin on the contrary maintains
that it is perfectly distinct; but allows that falconers give
this title also to the common Falcon when completely trained,
and in full plumage. Dr.Shaw says he has heard it main-
tained, on the faith of an eminent Falconer, that the Falcon
Gentil is in reality no other than a young or incomplete
Goshawk. The two figures given by Mr. Pennant in the
British Roology have short wings like the Goshawk, and
not like the true Falcon ; and as he asserts it to inhabit Scot-
land, where the Goshawk is known to breed, we really believe
at any rate that Mr. Pennant’s Falcon Gentil isin fact that

bird.

FALCON-JER. Falco islandicus,
Shaw. Zool. vii, p. 120,

This species, still in use amongst the continental falconers, lias
also been in training in this country at no very distant date,
The Icelanderkin, mentioned in Thornton’s Sporting Tour,
p. 37, is certainly of this species. This author observes, that
it is a species of falcon taken only in lceland, and informs us
that one which was blown to sea, and taken in Davis's
Straits, was sent to him.

In the collection of Mr. Comyns, is a bird which appears
tc be a variety of this species. It is white, with a few scat-
tered spots of dusky-black on theupper part of the body, and
the head streaked the same ; the wings and tail black, the

latter
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latter with a band of white at the end,and a little white at
the base ; the quills slightly tipped with white : the secondary
quills and under coverts elegantly barred with black and
white.

The wings are short for the proportion of the bird ; for if
the primary quills had been closed, they would certainly not
have reached near the end of the tail.

FALCON-PEREGRINE. Falco peregrinus.
Shaw. Zool. vii. p. 128.

A male peregrine, which had ravaged a farm-yard in the
neighhourhood, and depredated largely amongst domestic
poultry, was at last caught iu atrap. His length was sixteen
inches and a balf ; breadth about thirty-seven,

The bill is blueish-black, at the base yellowish ; gape and
cere yellow : irides dusky : a large space round the eye bare of
feathers, pale yellow : the whole upper parts of the plumage
dusky-black, with a cinereous dash ; the shafts of the feathers
black, and the margius slightly edged with ferruginous brown 3
the forehead pale ; back and sides of the neck mixed with
yellowish white ; behind the eye a black patch ; from the cor-
ner of the mouth a broad black streak pointing downwards =
chin ferruginous white ; the wholeunder parts the same, with
a broad streak of dusky-black down the shafts,less conspicuous
on the throat and vent : under and upper tail-coverts barred
with dusky and ferruginous-white, the former dashed with ci-
nereous : quill feathers dusky black,dashed with cinereous, the
inner webs with transverse oblong spots of ferrnginous-white 3
the under coverts of the wings alternately barred black and
white : tail dusky-black, dashed wilh cinereous, with eight pale
ferruginous bars, least conspicuous on the outer webs of the
exterior feathers; one of the bars conslitutes the extremity.,

It is remarkable, that the male bird here described, after

baving, been kept for some time, died of a stoppage ; a pellet
of
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of wool (which is usually disgorged,) having passed the sto.
mach, bad got into the colon, and could not be evacuated,

The bill and talons of this species are remarkably strong ;
the former is much hooked, and furnished with a tooth-like
process on each side the upper mandible near the tip, and a
corresponding notch in the under mandible, which enables it
to cut and tear its prey the more easily.

The wing is very pointed, the second feather being the
longest, the first not much inferior. The tail is rather short,
so that the wings, when closed, reach very near the end:
legs short, strong, pale yellow : the toes long, furnished with
a projecting callous beneath, at the second joint. It should
however be remarked, that the legs are sometimes of a blueish-
grey : such occurred to us in one out of three taken from the
same nest,

We have been thus particular in the description of this
species, because the genus Falcon appears to rup into so
many varieties as to have caused great perplexity.

If we are to give implicit credit to Monsieur Daudin con«
eerning the common Falcon, Falco communis, the varieties
of that species are innumerable, and are as dissimilar in
plumage as possible; so much, that many of the sup.
posed varieties have by other autbors been considered as
distinct. Thus we find the White-headed, the White, the
Black, the Brown, the Reddish, the [talian, the Sacre, and
the Spotted Falcons, are all considered as varielies of that
one species : the last of these is the spotted Falcon of the
British Koology.

Now as there is no difference in size between the Common
Falcon and the Peregrine, nor does there appear to be any
essential distinction in the conformation of the different parts 3
and from what may be collected from authors (who mnust
have frequently seen the former on the continent, where it
has peen used for falconry, and, asits trivial name imports,

must
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must be common), thereis nota material difference in the
plumage from that of the Peregrine,in the first, or perhaps
second year; we are not quite satisfied that these birds
are not actually the same species, or so nearly allied as to be
frequently confounded. In such an opinion we are not per-
haps singular ; and certainly the variety is not so strained as
we have before noticed. The bill, cere, and legs, are the
same ; lhe dark patch on the cheek is similar; the general
brown, or dusky brown plunage, with rufous edges to the
feathers, and the tail barred with alternate dark and light
brown, comes so near to the young of the Peregrine, that we
cannot help expressing doubts. As to the varietics enume-
rated, most of them must be merely accidental, and if these
two birds are not the same, then who will determine to which
species these varieties belong ?

In'the more northern parts of Europe, the Falcon tribe, as
well as some others, are subject to vary towards white, more
or less, but this is not perceived in our temperate climate ; nor
have we in any instance seen any material variatiou in the
plumage of the Peregrine in this country, soas to cause tha
smallest hesitation in declaring the species. |

The Peregrine Falcon, from its nature, is limited to certain
districts, for it inhabits only the mountainous parts; or where
il can settle in security upon the shelving rocks of some stu-
pendous cliff. With us therefore it is chiefly confined to the
boldand rocky parls of our coast, where it breeds, unot only
in security, but in the midst of plenty. From ils habits,
therefore, it appears to be less common than it really is ; for
in fact it is nearly as plentiful a species as any in England, one
or two of the commonest sorts excepted ; there is not any
part of our coast, .from north to south, where the cliffs rise
to the height of three or four hundred feet, but they are
found scattered in the breeding season ; and from which they
seldom retire, except for occasional migratory purposes, oe

when the young are driven to seek fresh quarters, .
[his
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This species, thérefore,'is well known to tiie Ornithologists
of this country, and makes a part in every collection of Bri-
fish birds, and yet the Falco communis, which is said to be
not less rare in France and Germany, does not appear to have
ever been identified in Great Britain,

Doctor Shaw, in his General Zoology, vol. vii. p. 129, has
given the Barbary Falcon as a variety of the Peregrine ; and
in the following page the Launner stands also as another
variety. We refer to that work for the opinion of the au-
thor, with whom we are inclined to join, that those birds are
in fact only varieties of the Peregrine ; at least the bird de-
scribed in the British Joology, under the title of Lanner ;
and whether there may be any such bird specifically distinet is
to be doubted. It must, however, be admitted, that the
knowledge of many of these birds is in' great obscurity, and
no recent light has been thrown upon the subject.

Mr. Pennant remarks, that the rock of Llandidno, in
Caernarvonshire, was celebrated for producing a generous
breed in the days of falconry.

In more recent days, the stupendous rock on which the
castle of Dunbarton, in Scotland, stands, has been famous for
a good breed of the Peregrine Falcon; from whence Lord
Eglintoun obtained his Hawks for falconry. This Noble-
man (whose excessive partiality for the sports of the field, and
tenacily of his game, was the cause of bis premature dissolu-
tion) was, we believe, then Governor of Dunbarlon Castle 3
in consequence, the Peregrine Falcon was suffered to breed
annually on the rock.

We happened to be in the neighbourhood of Dunbarton
one summer, when the young were unmolested, and had an
opportunity of examining the larder of these general depreda-
tors, which might have supplied a luxurious table, though not
perhaps equal to that of the Bishop’s of Gevaudan, from the
“eyry of the Ring-tailed Eagle, transcribed into the Gexneral
Zvology, from the life of De Thau,

From
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From one point of the summit of the rock, the TFalcon’s
nest was visible, placed on a projecting ledge, and near the
young were several Heath Poults, Red Grous, and other
birds.

It is natural to conceive that every falconer was partial to
his own breed, and that caprice alone constituted individual
excellence: hut we are assured by Colonel Thornton that he
never could obtaina Tercel (a male) that would kill Ducks,
but from Hambledon, in Yorkshire, although he had pro.
cured many from other places. From the same source we
have also been favoured with the following observations.

The female Peregrine Falcon, in the terms of falconry, is
always called Falcon, whereas the male is denominated Tercel,
The former is a match for Heron, and Geese, and will fly at
lesser game equally well ; and where perseverance is requisite,
she excels the Terce! ; but when flown at Snipes is apt to care
ry them off ; and when fed on them, difficult to catch; with
care, however, the Colonel assures us, he has found them
faultless.

The female, when a yearling, is termed a Red Falcon, and
the male a Red Tercel ; and when thoroughly docile, are
called Gentil or Gentle Hawks.

The rapidity with which a Falcon flies in pursuit of its
qnarry is inconceivably great.

¢¢ The flight of a strong Falcon (says Doctor Shaw) is
¢¢ wonderfully swift. It is recorded, thata falcon belonging
¢¢ to a Duke of Cleve, flew out of Westphalia into Prussia in
€¢ one day ; and in the county of Norfolk, a Hawk has made
¢¢ a flight at a Woodcock near thirty miles in an hour.”

But what are these to be compared to the actual velocity
and continuance of the flight of a Falcon that is recorded to
have belonged to Henry 1V, King of France, which escaped
from Fontainbleau, and in 24 hours after was found in Malla
a space computed to be not less than 1356 miles; a velocity

(’fllld;l
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equal to 57 miles an bour, supposing the Hawk to have been
on wing the whole time. But as such birds never fly by
pight, and allowing the day to be at the longest, or to be 18
hours light, this would make 75 miles an hour. It is pro-
bable, however, that he neitl:er bad so many hours of light
in the 24 to perform the journey, nor that he was retaken the

- moment of his arrival, so that we may fairly conclude much
less time was occupied in performing that distant flight,

Those who have attended to the flight of birds, know that
a sparrow will fly at the rate of more than thirty miles in an
bour. Itisindeed extremely difficult to ascertain the actual
distance a Falcon may fly in a given space of time when
in pursuit of its quarry. Bat Colonel Thornton, speaking
of the rapidity of the flight of a Falcon in pursuit of a
Saipe, estimates the space of nine miles in eleven minutes,
independent of the numerous turns; and the force with
which they strike, in tlie utmost of their velocity, is so great,
that the Colonel has known a Hawk belonging to him cut a
Sunipe in two parts.

The rapidity with which a Hawk, and many other birds,
occasionally fly, is probably not less than at the rate of 150
miles an hour, when either pursued or pursuing, and their
powers fully exerted ; and certainly 100 milcs is not beyond
a fair compulation for migratory continuance, not only of
the Hawk, but of the Woodcock, Snipe, and other similar
birds.

The Eider Duck’s usnal flight has been ascertained to be
at lle rate of 90 miles an hour, as before stated in Lh¢ history
of that bird.

Amongst quadrupeds, the Horse s perhaps as fleet as any,
and vel the velocity falls very short of iat of a bird; the
famous racer Hambletunian covered a space of four miles in
eizht minules, which is but 30 miles in an hour, if it could
be continued. Eclipse is said to have gone at the rate of a

mile in a nunute for a very short distance,
The
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The velocity of the motion of fishes, is not perhaps equal to
that of quadrupeds, but can be continued. The Whale Las
been calculated by Cepede to swim at the rate of 33 feet in a
second, which is about 22 miles an hour; and if continued
he might circamnavigate the globe at the equator in about
46 days, including nights : whereas a bird, at therale of 100
miles an hour, would effect the same distance in 10 days and
10 hours. How admirably then is the feathered tribe calcu-
lated to migrate and remigrate, to and from distant climates.

The courage of the Peregrine ralcon is equal to its powers,
as we have observed upon many occasions, and which the
following circumstance will fully evince.

A yearling female bird in our possession, which had never
enjoyed its native habits of destruction, (having been taken
before she could fly, and had never been much used to slaugh-
ter, except with an occasional small bird,) was suffered to be
a whole day without food, at the expiration of which an old
male Heron was introduced into the room where the Falcon
was at liberty, the point of the Heron’s bill having been pre-
viously sawed off. As soon as the Heron was in motion,
the Fa!con, who was also deprived of the means of flight, took
post on a stool which was at onec end of the room; and as the
Heron, regardless of his enemy, traversed the apartment,
the Falcon motionless kept her eyes fixed on her destined
prey, till after several turns round the room, she judged the
Heron was sufficiently near to effect her purpose, when she
sprang at the head, intending to scize that part with ber
talons. In this however she failed, the stool not having givea
her sufficient elevation to reach the high-erected head of the
Heron. This failure might probably have cost the Falcon
her life, had the bill of her antagonist been perfect; for she
received such a blow on the body, that must otherwise have
inflicted a severe if not a mortal wound, from so pointed an
instriment, urged with such power.  Bufiled in this attempt,

and
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and having received a severe blow; it was conjectured no fur-
ther attack would be made until the calls of hunger became
more urgent. The Falcon, however, had soun regained her
slation, and it was not long before we perceived the Heron
regardless of his foe pass very near, when the Falcon in a
seconid attempt to seize lier prey as before, was equally foiled,
and again received a severe check from the bill of the Heron.
Finding her efforts had failed for want of the advantage nature
had assigned her, instinct directed the Falcon to a box that
stood on the opposite side of the room, which was somewhat
higher, Here she again seemed to medilate another attack,
by watching every motion of the Heron, who continued his
rounds with a view to make his escape ;- and it was not long
before an opportunity offered for Falco to make an assault
from her more elevated station. Here she had found.an humble
substitute for those powers with which nature had so amply
furnished her, but of which she had been deprived, and at
last succeeded by springing from her perch, and seizing the
unfortunate Heron by the head and upper part of the neck
with her talons, which instantly brought him to the ground.
Now the unequal contest was soon determined; for in vain
did the superior weight and slrecgth of the Heron drag and
flonnder with his enemy across the floor ; in vain did he flap
bis unwieldy pinions to shake off the tyrant of the air ; nor
could even his gigantic legs force her from the bloody grasp ;
her work was short, and certain ; no efforts could compel her
now to quit her deadly gripe ; the powe:ful, and only dreaded
arms of her antagonist were secured, and thus disarmed, he
became a sure and easy prey. Scarcely was the gigautic bird
prostrale on the ground, than death ensued ; for in this noble
race, destined for blood and slaughter, torture makes no part
of its nature, but, like what we are told of the generous Lion,
exulting in death, bat disdaining cruelty. -In less than balf
a minute did the Falcon tear out the gullet and windpipe of

the Herony and regaled on the head and neck.
The
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The PFaleon which had killed the Heron was afterwards
killed by a younger bird of her own species in a similar
manner. She was confined in the same apartment with three
others that were taken from the same nest, and not above six
mouths old, two females, and one male; one of the females .
broke her chain, and by that means having considerable advan-
tage over the older bird, which was chained, soon killed her.

One of these young Falcons was, after two years, suffered
to have her liberty, and for a long time took possession of the
tower of the church, and would descend to the parson who
usually supplied her daily food ; but at last, she probably
acquired her native powers, and shifted for herself.

How characteristic of gennine courage would the nature of
the generous breed of Hawks appear, were we not assured
that sentiment bears no partin their actions, but that instinet,
that powerful principle of unerring action in secondary beings,
supplies the place of reason, and has wisely been given by
Nature’s hand to direct all in that course, which shall not only
conduce to their own existence and comforts, but also to
answer the origival designs and more extended views of the
Creator.

‘Thus, the more ignoble birds of prey, who are either not
endowed with courage, or strength, rarely attack any animal
stronger than themselves, but are content to make a prey of
those divested of power to resist. These, conscious of the
weakness of their quarry, disrobe them while yet alive, and
frequently begin their meal on the extremilies of the tortured
victim, viewing as it were, with pleasure, the panting, bleeding
sacrifice to their unquenchable thirst for blood.

Not so with the noble and more powerful race ; these, from
their hold and intrepid nature, cannot risk an advantage they
have taken by dexterity, of an animal vastly superior in bo.
dily strength, and therefore the vital parts of such are the
object of their first attack, in order to secure their prey as

expeditiously
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expediliously as possible by death, and thereby prevent the
chanee either of losing it, or of receiving an injury by long
and reiterated struggles under the agonies of torture.

If the cowardly Buzzard is given a living bird that he
ventures to seize, he plucks off its feathers, and begins his
repast indiscriminately at any part Le may chance to draw
blood ; whereas we have observed, this is not the case with
the generous breed of the same tribe. The intrepid Peregrine
kunew the extent of her power, when she was opposed to
such superior strength as that of the Heron ; she was con-
scious of her inability to hofd her antagonist by grasping his
body, especially while his destructive weapon was at liberty,
which might have reversed the issue of the contest. The
head therefore, or the upper part of the neck nearest to the
head, were the only places that could seeure to her a prompt
and decisive victory, cver an animal that so much exceeded
her in size aud strength, without endangering her own person.

Was aliving bird of inferier size given to the Peregrine,
she would not hesitate to seize it by the hody with her talons ;
but the operations of nature are invariable ; the same immu-
table instinct appears; the head is the first crushed, and per-
haps eaten, before the body is touched. ' '

It is not the nature of a Falcon to altack on the ground,
or to get in contact with a large bird ; it is on wing her powers
are to be estimated ; and here it is astonishing to perceive
the force with which she pounces her prey. How this is per-
formed without receiving any injury by the contact with such
velocity, is not eusily ascertained ; in what manner the quarry
receives its Coup de grace without repercussion, is equally
mysterious. Is it by striking the talon into the vertebre as
the Spanish Bull is killed, or is it by 2 contusion on the head ?

FALCON-ROUGH-LEGGED, Falco lagopus.
Shaw. Zool. vii. p. 145.

Doclor
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Doctor Shaw is of opinion that the Dusky Falcon of the
Arctic . Zoolugy is only avariety of this bird; and why
should not the Booted Falcon, originally described by Bris-
son, be another variety ? Its being rather smaller may be
occasioned by sex. We know that the Rough.legged Fal-
con issubject to considerable variety, and that the Booted
Falcon seems to sland singly on record, unless La Buse Gan-

“2¢e of Levaillant, (which Dr. Latham in his second sup-
plement to his Synopsis refers to for the Booted Falcon) be
a wariety of thatspecies. It should seem M. Becksteiuis
of opinion this variety is enly the young male of the Rough-
legged Falcon. Levaillant gives this bird as an inhabitant of
the Cape of Good Hope, but acknowledges that he has seen
a species in Lorrain, in France, very similar, * and which is
very probable,” says Dr. Latham ¢¢as we have the bird in
some of the counties in Epgland.,” This remark of our
friend, whose ornithological credit slands so deservedly high
in estimation, may stamp an opinion that the Booted Falcon
as well as the Rough-legged Falcon is a native of Englaud 3
whereas we have the Doctor’s authority for saying that the
variety found in England similar to that observed in Lorrain
is probably the male, or variety of the lagopus as suggested
by Beckstein. Upon future investigalion it will probably be
found that Falco pennatus and lagopus, with their incie
dental varieties from sex and age will be referred to one
species.

FALCON-SPOTTED. Falco ve:sicolor.

Doctor Shaw, on the authority of Monsieur Daudin, has
given this bird (originally described by Mr. Pennant) as one
of the many varieties to which the Common Falcon, Falce
communis is subject ;- but from its superior size and predos
minance of white plumage, we rather suspectit to be a variety
of the Jer-Falcon,
| X FASCEDDAR,
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FASCEDDAR. vide Gull Arctic.
FELTIFER. vide Fieldfare.
FINCH-COPPER. vide Finch-Chaff,
FINCH-MARYGOLD. vide Wren golden-crested,

FLYCATCHER-PIED. Muscicapa atricapilla,
Bewick. Br. Birds. i. t. p. 201.

This bird rarely if ever makes its appearance in the south
ern parts of the island, from which it may be inferred that
it is a northern species, and we might rather expect it to be
indigenous than only a summer visitant. '

Mr. Bolton in his Harmonia Ruralis says, the Colefinch
has been known to build its nest in an almond tree when in
full blossom.  The eggs represented in this work are five in
number, of a blue colour,

This is indeed early in the season, for the Almond is fre-
quently in blossom the latter end of March, hefore any leaves
could conceal the nest.

Other authors assure us the nest is formed in the hole of
a tree, so that it is extremely difficult to reconcile these ac-
counts, for it has been justly considered that the habit of
nidification is a strong specific character more rarely subject
to variation than the bird itself,

Mr. Bewick speaks of a pair of these birds having been
shot at Benton in Northumberland, but is silent with respect
to theseason; one of these wanted the white spot on the
forehead, in other respects they were similar ; the upper parls
in both were black obscurely mixed with brown,

This author adds the following remark, but unfortunately
does not quote his authority.  ¢¢ The nest of this bird, with
¢ a yvery great number of young, was found ip a hole of a

€¢ tree im Axwell-Park, June 18, 1801 : the parent birds,
¢ but
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« but particularly the male, incessanlly kept feeding them
¢ with small flies, which they were extremely expert in catche
* mg)r "

If the author had ocular demonstration of this remark it
is unfortunate that the circumstance should be omitted, for
we know by long experience, how little is to be depended on
the observations of the unscientific.

Mr. Bolten who was a Yorkshire gentleman, says that it
yisits the West Riding of Yorkshire and departs with its
young in September. (Harmonia Ruralis p. 40.)

This account certainly implies that Mr. Bolton found the
bird in his neighbourhood sufficiently plentiful to make such
observations on its autumnal migrations, but we cannot con-
ceive that it would retire northward in the colder months :
and if it does not change its habits with the season, and cor=
tinues less noticed, it certainly proceeds a very little way
southward. We helieve there is no instance on record ofits
being killed in the southern counties of Kenl or Sussex, the
evident rout of the bird if it migrated to, and from the con-
tinentof Europe, like the spotted species, '

With regard to the very great number of young found in
the hole of a tree, as related by Mr. Bewick, we cannot help
expressing a doubt that he has been deceived, as this circum-
stance alone, so contrary to the characters of its congeners, is
safficient to create doubtsin the mind of the scientific orni-
thologist, unless we had heen told the author spoke from
personal knowledge. o

Sepp and Kramer both assert that the Muscicapa atricapilla
builds its nest in the hole of a tree ; Lianzus admits it in his
first edition of the Fauna Succica, but appears to have re-
jected it in thesecond. Mr. Oedman however avers it to be
a Swedish bird, and says it lays five eggs in the hollow of a
tree. Whether it winters so far North we are not informed,:
but we are told it braves the winter in Norway, * The Pied

i ' G 2 bl Flycatcher”.
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Flyeatcher” says Dr. Reeves, in his Essay on torpidity p.
93 * lives on soft seeds and insects in this country ; butit
feeds very different in Norway, especially during winter, when
it repairs to the habitations of men, and subsists on flesh
dried in thesmoke.” If then this bird breedsso far north as
Sweden, and continues the whole year in Norway, there can
be little doubt but that it is truly indigenous to Eungland,
since it is known to breed there, It is however a local
species, never has been plentiful, and seems at present to be-
come rare, so that we have rot hitherto been able to ascertain
whether it has ever been identified with us in winter, though
we have scarcely a doubt that it remains in England the whole
year. It is one of the very few amongst the smaller tribeof
birds whose nest we have not taken with our own hands, but
this is in a great measure compensated by the kind assistance
of ascientific friend, and naturalist, the Rev. Mr. Dalton, of
Copgrove, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, who is well
acquainted with the bird, and has freduenlly seén_ it about his
house in the summer, but does not recollect ever to have no-
ticed it in the winter. This gentleman favoured us with a pair
of these birds shot in his neighbourhood, in which there is no
material distinction between the sexes, except that the female
is rather less bright in the black parts of the plumage. At our
request Mr, Dalton has recently furnished us with the nest and
eggs taken the beginning of May in the present year, (1811)
in the same counly ; remarking at the same time, that this
bird had not made ils appearance about his house this season,
and that it was become very scarce. The nest was taken
from a hole in a tree ; it is composed of dry leaves intermix-
ed with broad pieces of the interior bark of some tree, and a
little hay, with a few long hairs, and three or four feathers
form the lining, The materialsare so coarse, and destitute of
wool or other substance that is capable of connecting the
parts, thut It scarcely holds together, evidently bespeaking
that it bad been taken from the situation described.

The
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The eggs are five in number, of a very pale blue, about
the size and colour of those of the Redstart, but rather
paler. The nest is very different from that of the Redstart,
which is more compact, and formed of moss, plentifully lined
with hair and feathers ; whereas in the Flycatcher’s nest
now before us, there is not a siugle sprig of moss.

The scientific Ornithologist will be gratified by these addi-

tions which Mr. Dalton has enabled us to give to the history of
this local species ; and wemay hope through the same channel
to obtain a more competent knowledge of its manners, and
general history. It now remains to discover whether any
change of plumage in the autumn takes place, that may hi-
_ therto have occasioned the want of identifying this bird in
the winter. Observations on the colour of the plumage of
the young, just before, or after they leave the nest, might
throw light on the subject. But we cannot help suspecting
_that its rarity, and extreme locality, has been the occasion of
the desiderata in its natural history, and that our scientific
friend will bereafter find that the bird in question is in fact
indigenous to Yorkshire, continuing there the whole year;
but perhaps isinduced, by local circumstances, to change its
situation after the breeding seasen,

The place in which our nest was found, as well as the
number of eggs perfectly accord with the accounts of those
foreign authors before mentioned ; but not with the accounts
given by either Mr. Bolton, or Mr. Bewick, From the very
early period of the year that the supposed Flycatcher’s nest
was noticed by the former amongst the branches of an almo:txd
tree, we have very little doubt but that it was actually be-
longing to the Hedge Warbler, the earliest breeder, and the
only one thatlays blue eggs in such a situation. It is possi-
ble such an opinion was induced by the appearance of the
Pied Flycatcher on, or in the neighbourhood of the tree.
What the bird could be, the nest of which is described to

belong
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beloug to the Flycatcher, in the hole of a tree, containing &
very great number of young,is impossible to determine, but
we cannot think it belonged to this species, since five eggs
appear to be the utmost number the Pied Flycatcher has

been clearly ascertained to lay, which also corresponds with
the nature of its congeners.

FULMAR. Procellaria glacialis,
Bewick Br, Birds ii. t. p. 243.
PROVINCIAL.
Mallemock, Malmock, or Mallduck.

A very completeskeleton of this bird has been presented
to us by Colonel Templer, and with it the following genuine
Newfoundland poetry, which was given to him by a master
of a trader to that country, accompanied with the narrative.

¢ This bird (which sgems to be known only by the title of
€ John Down by the fishermen) attends the fishing vessels
¢ on the banks of Newfoundland, and feeds on the liver
¢ and offal of the Cod.fish that is thrown overboard. It
¢¢ is taken by means of a hook baited with a piece of liver,
¢¢ and being stretched at length to a stick, it is sunk under
¢¢ water, and in half an hour (as the informant declared) is
« compleatly skeletoniged by what the sailors call Sea-lice.*
Some of these insects were procured for usin Newfound-
land, and did not turn out to be whatis usually denominated
Sea-Louse (Oniscus)but Cancer Locusta, the same in every
respect as that found on our coast, and figured in the Lin.
nwan Transactions, vol, 9, tab, 4, fig. 1.

The following poetical soliloquy has been transcribed
without the smallest alteration except in orthograpby, which
was necessary to itsbeing geunerally understood,

Here hangs T John Down fer ever,
That often crossed the bank for liver,
Now to my sorrew and great surpriss

Here Ihang an anatomize,
@ome
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Come all you birds now of my flock,
Don’t be too anxious for to eat,

For if in that liver a hook shall be,
You’ll share the fate then here like me,

It is remarkable that in this skeleton the skin of the legs,
and webs of the feet remain as perfect as in a fresh specimen ;
from which it may be inferred, that thesc anatomists, be
what they may, are extremely expeditious in their work, but
it can scarcely be credited, that it it could be so completely
effected in so short a time as half an hour. No human art
could so completely divest a bird of every particle of flesh,
and leave all the finer bones, cartilages, and ligaments, in so
perfect a condition ; nothing but the conjoint efforts of nu-
merous insects, with their minute nippers, could so admira.
bly prepare such a subject,

We are assured that this species of Pefrel abounds in the
Northern seas, where they follow the track of the wounded
Whale, and when he is exhausted, they instantly alight on
this huge monster of the deep, and with their strong hooked
bills penetrate the skin, and gorge themsclves with the blub.
ber.

GADWALL. Anas strepera,
Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 353.
Lin. Trans. iv. p. 111.t. 13, f. 7, 8, (trachea)

Bewick Br. Birds. ii. p. 350.
PROVINCIAL,

Rodge.

This species of Duck appears to be extremely rarein Eng-
land, so much so, that in no instance have we been able to
procure a fresh specimen, in the great number of years we
have attended to the subject of Ornithology. '

The trachea (which as it becomes better known, forms a
strong specific character in this tribe of aquatic birds) has been
described aud figured by Dr, Latham, i» an adgirable paper

on
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on the subject, printed in the Transactions of the Linnwan
Society : and is again described in the second vol, of the
Supplement to the- General Synopsis of Birds. ‘This we
shall take the liberty of transcribing.

¥« The windpipe of the male has a bony bladder- and arch
“somewhat like that of the Pintail Duck ; bnt the globu-
© ¢ lar part not quite so large : we may observe too, that it ad-
“¢ heres to theside of the arch, quite to the bottom, whereas,
““in the Pintail, it is attached to the side of the arch by a
* small portion only.

'GAIR-FOWL. Vide Auk-Great.
GALLINULE-LIATTLE. Gallinula minuta.

We are indebtec to Mr. Tucker (the author of a periodical
work on birds, before mentioned) for this very interestiug
little bird, which appears not only to be new as British, but
- to be a non-descript species.

'The weight was two ounces ; length seven inches and three
quarters, The bill is five cighths of an inch long, of a bright
green colour : the upper part of the head dusky brown : the
cheeks pale brown: over each eye cinereous: the chin and
throat white, shaded into a cream-colour on the upper part of
the neck before: the lower part of the neck, breast, sides,
and greater part of the body beneath, plain fawn-colour: the
lower belly, thighs, and vent, vlive-brown, spotted with white,
and slightly barred with paler brown : the back, and sides of
the neck, pale olivaceous-brown: back and scapulars black,
deeply margined with the same colour as the last, the inner
margins very pale, similar to the under pait of the neck : the
rump plain olive-brown : the tail of a similar colour: the legs
bright green, bare for thiee eighths of an inch above the
knee, and an iuch and a half long from the knee to the toes :
the middle toe, including the claw, is of the same length : the
claws horn colour :  the hiud toe, including the claw, five
eighths of an inch iong, The
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The 1ail is much matilated, but the remaining feathers ars
as described, and extend a trifle beyond the point of the
wings.

We might have been induced to have considered this bird
as an accidental lusus variety of the spotted Waterhen, had
it not been for its very inferior size, and other peculiarities.
By weightit isabout half the size of the spotted species, and
is inferior in length about an inch and a quarter. It has more
the shape of the Land Rail, being long in proportion te its
bulk, and much compressed : the legs and toes are full as
long as those of the spohetl species : the bill is also of equal
length, and rather more slender : the head is smaller, and the
neck much more slender : the form of the forehead is essen-
tially different, the feathers sloping frow the front to the gape
very considerably, which is not the case with the other species ¢
the hind toe is also rather longer than that of an old male
spotted Waterhen with which it was compared : the tertials
of the wings are remarkably short, an unusual circumstance
fora bird of this genus, for, in the Land Rail, and spotted
Gallinule, the tertials almost obscure the whole of the primary
quills when the wing is closed. There does not appear to he
any defect or mutilation in the wings, and hoth sides are

\~ similar, the tertials equally extending to only the point of the
seventh feather of the primary quills, leaving the poinls of
the first six conspicuous. The common Gallinule, indecd,
has not the swhole of the primary quills concealed by the
tertials, as the ends of four or five may be seen beyond them

~ when the wings are closed.

We have been thus particular, lest a hasty conclusion might
be diawn, that this birdis eithe: the youug, ora lusus varicty,
of the spotted Gallinule ; whereas, by the comparative parti-
culars here related, such an opinion cannot exist,  We have
oblained specimens of the spolted Gallinule early inSeptember,
and some were evidently the young of that season, and the chief
distinction belween them and the old birds consisted in being

rathey
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rather less spotted, and the colours not so generally bright,
besides being rather smaller ; and in these, as in all otlier
young birds, the bill and toes were in proportion. This bird,
although not above half the weight, and considerably inferior
in length, has the bill and toes fully as long, and more slen-
der, and the back toe rather longer. We have never seen
the spotted Gallinule in its infancy, nor, perhaps, so soon as
it could fly ; but the shape and proportion of the limbs would
be similar to the adult, in which this bird essentially differs,
No author, to eur knowledge, has described the Spotted
Gallinule in its early plumage to be different from that of the
adult ; and we know that in neither the Common nor Crake
Gallinules, nor in the Water Rail, (a bird of similar habits)
does any material difference exist between the young and the
old birds. In fact, the plumage, and general appearance are
so extremely dissimilar to that of the Spolted Gallinule, that
if this bird had been exotic, a comparison would never have
been thought mecessary ; but as the species of the genus are
not numeious, and only three of those known to inhabit
this country, the subject required scrupulous investigation,
especially as no such bird appears to have been described by
any Ornithological writer.

The Little Gallinule was shot near Ashburton, in Devone.

shire, in the year 1800.

GALLINULE-SPOTTED. Gallinula porzana.
Water-crake, Bewick Br. Birds, 11.t. p. 10,
PROVINCIAL.
Skitty, Spotted Rail, or Lesser spotted Water-Rail.

We have obtained this species as early as the fourteenth of
March, and as late in the year as the twenty-third of October,
in Devoushire, but never in the winter months. 'I'he last
mentioned was ouly slightly wounded in the wing ; the part
was amputated, and the bird lived for nearly a month ; ils
death could not be accounted for, as it was fat, and the wound
peifectly healed. : It
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1t fed freely on worms, the day it was captured, and wag
observed to partake largely of bread and milk, the food of
some Ruffs, with whom it was confined in a spacious place.

GAMBET. ‘fringa Gambetta,

By keeping Ruffs in confinement for many years, aud at-
tending to their change of plumage, we have no doubt that
several of the Sandpiper class which have been described as
distinct species, are, in fact, no other than the Ruff, destitute
of the long feathers which adorn its head and neck, for about
three months in thespring of the year. Amongst the number
we have ascertained the Greenwich, and the Yellow-Legged
Sandpipers ; and we have had some specimens so nearly cor-
responding with the Aberdeen Sandpiper, and the Gambet,
that scarcely a doubt exists in our minds, but that the whole
of these, and some others, are amongst the endless variety of
Tringa pugnax, not two of which are to be found exaclly

alik@and many as dissimilar as any two distinct species of the
same genus,

GAN., Vide Gannet.

GANNET: Pelicanus bassanus,
Trans. Wernerian Society, vol, 1,

We have procured several of this species alive, but have
been unable to keep them in health for any length of time.
The bill, when alive, is of an elegant blueish-grey colour :
the legs are singularly marked, being of a dusky colour, with
the front blueish-yellow, which dividesat the feet, and forms
a line of the same colour along the ridge of the three forward
toes : the irides very pale yellow : the nictilating membraue
js unusually strong, and nearly astransparent as glass,
This bird is said to go as far south as the Tagus, to feed on
Sardine ; and according to Acerbi’s List of Lapland Birds, i$
is
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is also found as far north in that country as the Gulph of
Bothuia.

By an old Scotish law, the proprietor of the Bass island has
a right to visit the neighbouring isles, and drive away the
Gannets, in order that they may return to his domain, being
considered as his sole property ; and from which it is said he
derives a considerable profit by taking the young, and sending
them to market. We have, indeed, heard that they are by no
means a bad relish, and are sometimes eaten to give a whet to
the appetite..

The egg is white, and very like that of the Corvorant, but
rather larger : those sent to us by a Scotish friend are by no
means so large as the egg of a goose, but weighs about three
ounces and a quarter each. .

The Gannet is essentially different from the Corvorant and
Shag, in almost every particular, although they have been
placed in the same genus,—probably for no other reason than
that they have one common character, the four toes united
by a webh ; but so has the Tropic-bird, Phaefon, and the
Darter, Plotus.

The Gannet is incapable of diving, or at least it does not
appear that any exerticn or alarm can force it to immerse.
. Upon the water it swims as buoyant as a Gull. 'When Gaa-
nets have been offered fish, they took it, but would never go
into a poud after it, and, from every appearance of their ac-
tions on the water, (to which they never went but by com-
pulsion) they could not procure the fish out of the reach of
the extent of their neck.

The Gannet is frequently observed in the English Chanuel
during the winter, and continues as late as the month of
April; Mr. Pennant was therefore misinformed, when he
stated thal they wereseen nolonger on the coast of Cornwull
than November, when the pilchards retire.

What their particular object is for remaining so long in
the channel, we have been unable to ascertain, but we have

had
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had them brought to us by fishermen in the months of Fe.
bruary, March, and April ; from whom we learn that they
are only occasionally seen, and from their actions appeared
busied in fishing ; but what the shoal of fish was that they
were apparently following, could not be discovered-

In the month of February, 1808, and in March, the pre-
ceding year, many were taken alive ; and more might have
been captured, for, as the fishermen observe, they rise at
.certain times from the water with difficulty, at which time
they are easily run down by a boat. When surprised, they
defend themselves obstinately and powerfully, striking with
their bills, and pinching very severely. It should seem, from
the accounts we have been able to collect from these unintel.
ligible sort of beings, the fishermen, that the Gannels cannot
rise from the water, but against the wind, and that when that
advantage is taken of them, they are easily captured. 'This
defect however is certainly not constant, but only occasional,
as we perceive in the Corvorant, Divers, Grebes, and many
piscivorous birds at particular times, when they are both
gorged with prey, and their feathers have become wet with
the exertion of procuring it. These however most frequent-
ly baffle their pursuers by immersion and long continuance
under water. The Gannet, on the contrary, hasno such
resource ; when his stomach is replete with fish, and his plu- *
mage saturated with water occasioned by the concussion on
its surface, by his rapid descent upon his prey, his only alterna-
tive is his vars npon the bosom of the deep, for he cannot
dive by reason of his body being so mucl specifically lighter
than that element,

A Gannet brought to usalive on the twentieth of March,
in the Year 1807, took no kind of food for seven days; it
was then crammed with both fish and fiesh, and soon after
beganto devour all white fish greedily, but did not choose to
pick up even u Plaise when the back was uppermost,

It



GAN

It was remarked, that when the bill was held so as fo
elose the mandibles for a considerable time, respiration be-
came laborious, there being no nostrils.

When the bird was placed on the water of a pond, nothing
could induce him to attempt to dive; and from the manner
of his putting the bill, and sometimes the whole head under
water, as if searching for fish ; itappears that their prey is
frequently taken in that manner. It is probable more fish are
caught in their congregated migrations, when the shoals are
near the surface, than by their descenl upon wing; for the
Herrings, Pilchards, Mackarel, and other gregarious fishes,
cannot at that time avoid their enemy, who is floating in the
midst of profusion. :

Iu the act of respiration, there appears to be always
some air propelled between the skin and the body of this
bird, as a visible expansion and contraction is observed about
the breast, and this singular conformation makes the bird
so buoyaat, that it floats high on the water, and not sunk
beneath its surface, as ohserved in the Corvorantand Shag.

The legs are not placed so far behind as in such of the
eathered tribe who procure their subsistence by immersion :
the Gaunet, consequently, has the centre of gravity placed
more forward ; and, when standing, the body is nearly
horizontal like a goose, and not erect like a Corvoran . ,

Having, by the dissection of a specimen of the Gannet for
preservation, noticed the slight and partial adhesion of the
skin to the flesh of the wliole under parts of the body, we
availed ourselves of the opportunity of paying more altention
to the structure of this bird, and by experiments endeavoured
to discover 1o what extent, and upon what principle, the
inflation of the body was performed.

The sppearance of so singular a conformation brought to
recollection what Buffon relates of the Pelican; who re-
marks that from the lungs the air passes through axillary

pipes, inlo a thick vesicular celular membrane that covers
' the
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the muscles, and envelopes the whole body. The structure,
however, of the Gannet, although probably intended for si-
milar purposes, is very different from that of the Pelican,
according to the relation of that naturalist.

The bill of the Gannet differs from that of most birds, for
it is not only destitute of nostrils, but on each side the upper
mandible towards the base, is a dentation that divides the
margin, and thns admits of considerable motion.

It has been customary to describe the Gannet as possessing
a large pouch like the Pelican under the chin, capable of
containing five or six Herrings ; but this is erronecous. The
esophagus is extremely capacions, and the skin from the
chin downwards extending along the neck, is equally capa-
ble of dilation, so that five or six fishes, equal in size to that
of a Herring, might be contained in the gullet and stomach ;
for there appears to be very little difference between them ;
or in other words, the stomach is a continuation of the @so-
phagus with little or no stricture or division.

Itis well known, that many birds regurgitate with much
ease and facility ; and that instinct points out to them the
necessity of preparing the food intended for the nourishment
of their young, in the receptacle, usually termed the craw:
in this manner the Gannet can readily disgorge the contents
of its stomach (for it hasno craw), to satisfy its young,.

By comparative anatomy, it has been clearly demonsirated,
that birds in general are provided with air-vessels in different
parts of the body, and that many of their boues are not des-
titute of this contrivance, admirably fitted for increasing
their levity, and consequent buoyancy; as well as progressive
motion through that element in which they are intended
principally to move ; and that too, with a velocity that far
surpasses all other parts of animated nature. Mr. John
Hunter (in the Transactions of the Royal Society) proves,
that the air-cells, in the parts already mentioned, have a free

communpication with the lungs, by means of openings on their
surface
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surface, throngh which the air passes readily into them : and
it clearly appears, there is no diuphragm that confines the air '
to the regions or cavity of the breast, but that the whole ofthe
abdynien is equally inflated by inspiration through the lungs.

Thus far has the scientific researehes of that anatomist
contributeq to our knowledge on this subject, but we may
presume, much remains to be done. No one appears to have
noticed the phenomena attendant on the construction of the
Gannet, or to what further extent this circulation of aerial
fluid is carried in some particular species of birds; a circum-
stance which demands our highest admiration, when we con-
iemplate tl.e advantages which such a structure may be of, in
conducing to {he comforts and perhaps to the very4 existence
of such animals. : . ‘

Several Ganuets having been subjected to artificial infla-
tion, we shall state the result, and relate the manner in which
the experiments were pursued. A pipe was first introduced
into the #racheu, and when air was propelled through it, the
whole internal cavily of the body was inflated, but no air
passed into the external cells between the skin and the body.
An iucision was then made in the lower part of the abdomen
iijto the body, very near the vent; air was forced througlt
a pipe introduced at that part, (the pipe in the Zrachea hav-
ing been previously stopped) and a similar inflation ensued,
without affecting the exterior cells. The pipe was now re-
moved from the frachea, and upon the air being propelled
with force through the pipe near the vent, it readily found
its way through the lar.yu.r,' prodncing a noise similar to the -
sound emitted by the living bird. A small openingwas
then made in the skin on the left side, about midway betweert
the wing and the thigh, and a pipe introduced, having fist
stupped those ditectly communicating with the internal parts.
Tt was now obvious that when air was forced through this
orifice, the skin on that side as far as the middle line of the
body, was greatly inflaied, extending into the lower part of

the
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the neck, along the larger joints of the wing, down the thigh,
and also into the cavity of the body ; but the right side was
not in the least affected, ‘The pipe at the trachea being now
removed, the ajr produced a similar effect upon the larynx
as before mentioned, but not so loud. Still suspecting that
there was a communication between the sides, by means of
seme valvular apparatus, the right side was subj't’ected to the
same experiment; the result however negatived our expecta-
tion, the effect produced being similar in every respect.
From a repetition of these experiments upon several sub-
jects, it became evident that there was a communication be-
tween the lungs and the cellular membrane that covers the
greater part of the body, as well as with the whole cavity of
the body, but that, by reason of some valvular contrivance,
the skin could not be artificially inflated through the lungs,
although air would readily pass in a contrary direction. Itis
also clear that there is no direct communication between the
sides,
~ Tu order to examine this extraordinary structure, we made a
longitudinal incision the whole length of the body, alittle on
one side of the keel, or what is conimonly termed the breasta
bone; by this means the membrane that connects the skin to
the body, and cuts off the communication between the sides,
was easily examined ; but nothing was observed, indicating
that a communication could be effected, even at the will of
the animal. On each side, nearly equidistant between this
pectoral membrane and the back, is situated another longi-
tudiral one, very similar to the last, but perforated ; between
this and the pectoral are ubout nine irregular transverse
membraneus septa, that hold the skin firmly to the body,
having a free communication with each other.  The skin is
also furnished with a transparent cellular membrane, the cells
being regularly perforated close to the base of each feather.
At the upper part of the breast is a large bag, which extends
I somw®
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some way up the neck; this is altached to the skin by the
septa of innumerable small cells, but no opening into this cel-
Iular bag could be discovered ; the introduction however of a
small pipe through an artificial aperiure, clearly demonstrated
a passage to the lungs, asthe whole internal cavity of the body
was inflated, and the air issued from the ¢rackea. Upon
opening tLis bag the passage of communication with the in-
ternal parts appeared to be under the clavicles as a thin per-
foraled membraue was perceived at the hottom, leading to the
thorax, not directly into the lungs, but near the part where
the {raclea divaricates, and afterwards communicating with
the lungs. It could not, however, be discovered where the
air could fiud a passage from the great magazine into the cel-
lular bag, and yet there is every reason to conclude that at
this part some valvular passage exists,

Pursning cur researches, we observed at the boltom of
each lobe of the lungs, a considerable opening for the passage
of air into the cavity of the body. But what arrested our
particular attention, was a wonderful provision of nature, for
the protection of the vital parts, by guarding the viscera with
a strong integwment, that preserves them in a proper degree
of moisture, and contributes to the due secretions:for lubri-
caling thase parts, so essential to the functions of Lheir delicate
nature, which might otherwise be too quickly carried off, by
thecopstant circulation of fresh air that nearly surroundsthem ;
for this integument is held only by ligaments to the back and
front, leaving ail other parts free for inspired air.  The liver
and intestines are firmly attached to the surrounding integue
ment: the heart is enveloped by a similar covering, which
is only partially connected to the common one.

In the {rachea nothing very remarkable occurs, except two
smull glands about the size of a pea at the lower extremity.
The tongue is so extremely diminutive, as scarcely to be enti-
tied to that denomination, The cluvigles, or what is commonly

called
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called t[u; merry-thought, which are usually affixed to the
point of the keel of the breast-boue by aligament, is in the
G annet, so firmly united, as to appear a part of it.

From what has been already observed, it will not be un.
reasonable to conclude that the Gannet is endowed with such
singular properties for very different purposzs than those of
long and continual immersion, of which we have before
stated it appears to be incapable. But such a power of in-
flation must contribute greatly to lessen the concussion in its
rapid descent upon water, in order lo scize its prey. Besides
as the enlargement of the surface, without malerially adding
to the specific gravity, must greatly coniribute to its buoy-
ancy both in air and water, it is well adapted for residing
in the midst of the most tempestuous sea, floating on its sur-
face in perfect security, and following those shoals of fishes
on which depends its whole existence, Thus, when all other
birds are compelled to seek shelter in bays and creeks, the
Gannet 1s enabled to brave the severest weather in all seasons,
without attempting to near the shore.

This contrivance, may also be of the most important ser-
vice to an animal which is constantly exposed, even in the
most inclement season, and cannot quit its station without
starving. Nothing could possibly conduce more to its secu-
Tity against intense cold, or be better adapted to preserve the
necessary temperature of animal heat, than the intermediate
air dispersed between the skin and the body, since that
element is found to be a non-conductor of caloric. Upon this
principle, what animal can be more securely protected against
cold, or retain its vital heat so cflectually as the Gannet, or
such birds as are almost surrounded with a body of confined
air, divided by cells, and intersected by membranes between
the skin and the body, and that skinso amply covered with a
light, porous substance filled also with air, and impervious to

water,
12 The
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The Gannet is capable of containing about three full ine
spirations of the human lungs, divided into nearly three equal
portions, the cellular parts under the skin on each side, hold«
ing nearly as much as the cavity of the body, Now as a full,

_or extraordinary inspiration of the human lungs has been
cousidered to occupy a space of about sixty cubic inches,
(Phil, Traus. vol. 69. p. 349) so the Gaunet is capable of
containing not less than 180 cubic inches of air at one time,
subject to the will of the bird under certain impressions,

Auvother singular property belonging to this bird is, that
i)ie cellular membrane bencath the skin is the habitation of
an apterousinsect; and is, perhaps, the only known instance
of atrue insect having been found to perpetually reside, and
propagate within the body of znother living animal,

Tor an account of this insect we refer to the Memoirs of
the Wernerian Society.

GARGANLY. Anas querquedula,
Bewick Br. Birds,ii. p. 374.
Lath, Syn. Sup.ii. p. 360.
Lin, Traus, iv. p. 108, t. 13. £, 2. 3, (trachea).

PROVINCIAL.,
Cricket-Teal.

e have found the male Garganey to weigh aboul fourteen
or filteen ounces ; the length about sixteen inches : the tail
possestes fourleen feathers ; the green feathers also that form
the spcculum in the wing are tipped with white.,

"T'his species has a tracheal labyrinth, a figure of which has
been given to the public by Doctor Latham in the work rea
~ ferred to.

‘The labyrinth is enlirely bonylike that of the common
mallard, of an oval shape, three or four times as large as
tlat of the Teal, and essentially dificrent ; it is, as Doctor

Latlam
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Latham observes, placed perpendicalar to the trachea, not on
the side as in that bird ; on one side is a slight indentation
for the admission of two muscles; on the opposite side, or
that situated next to the breast, it is flattened, and from tha
upper part of it the &ranchi, or divarication of the wind-pipe
originate,

GLADDY or GOLDEN-GLADDY. vide Bunting-yellow.
GOATSUCKER. Caprimulgas Europzns.
By Borlase called Night-Crow.

This bird we shot as late as the 8th of November in the
year 1805, in Devonshire, Tt isremarkable that in that year
all the migrative species were unusually late ; the swallows
and martins did not finally leave the South of Devon till afier
the 19th of the same month,

GODWIN. Vide Godwit common.
GODWIT-CINEREOUS. Scolopax canescenss

One of these birds in the late unfortunate Leverian Mu-
seum was marked Grey-Godwit. It appeared to be rather
smaller than the Common Godwit, the bill and legs rather
shorter, and more slender ; the tail barred dusky and white
nearly to the base: the rump white with a few spots : the
back and scapulars pale brown, with grey borders:

Is not this, and the one described by Mr. Pennant to be
s0 like the Greenshank (except in the size of the bill) actually
varielies of that bird, or young birds in their-first, or imma-
ture plumage ? )

GODWIT-COMMON. | Scolopax @gocephala
Bewick Br. Birds ii. t. p. 78,

PROVINCIAL,

Godwin or Godwyn,
We
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We believe this species is no longer to be found in Eng-
land during the breeding season,

In a late tour through Lincolnshire no trace could be found
of the Godwil’s breeding in the fens of that country. By
the accounts of the oldest, and most expert bird-catchers,
and fen-shooters, it should appear that, whatever may have
been the case formerly, no such hird has been known te
breed in those parts within the recollection of the present ge~
neration, It is true these birds are sometimes taken in the
nets placed for catching Ruffs, and that chiefly inthe autumn,
on their return from the more extensive swamps of the North
of Europe, remote from the habitation of man. Godwits
were formerly faltened by the same means, and with the
Ruffs; but we are assured by Mr. Towns the noted Ruff-
fatter at Spalding, that he had not procured any for these
twenty years.

GODWIT-RED. Scolopax Lapponica. =
Godwit var, A. Lath, Syn, Sup. ii. p. 309.
Scolopax Belgica Gmel. Syst. p 663.

The variety of the Godwit described by Doctor Latham
in his last supplement, is, we conceive, a variety of the Red,
not the Common species ; the ferruginous colour of the
head, neck, and breast, as well as the borders of the feathers
of the back; the length of the legs, as well as their dark
colour, all bespeak it. Indeed ihe description given differs
very litlle from a specimen of the Red Godwitnow before
us, especially in the tail having all the feathers except the two
middle ones white at the base, This seems to be an invaria-
ble mark of distinction between the two species in all their
varieties. Two or three originally in the Leverian Museum,
and in private collections, whatever were their varialions in
other respecls, possessed this specific character, as well as

the superior length of the legs,
a4 The
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The Linnzan trivial name bespeaks itto bea Lapland bird,
and we find it enumerated in Acerbi's list of thebirds of that

country,

GODWIT.RED-LEGGED. vide Snipe-Spotted.
GOLDEN-EYE. Anas Clangula.
Lath. Syu. Sup. ii. p. 355. Lin, Trans. iv. p. 118. t. 135,
f. 12. (trachea)
Bewick, Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 367.—Morillon, Id, ii. p. 371.

PROVINCIAL.
Pied-Wigeon.

f Notwithstandiug the discordancy of opinion which still
exists concerning the distinction between this bird and the
supposed Morillon, we have oblained no information that
has in the least shaken our former opinion; but, on the
contrary, circumstances have rather tended to confirm it.

This bird is common in the estuary of Kingsbridge, and
on Slapton Ley (alarge piece of fresh water), where they are
frequently seen in gmall flocks ; and from whence we have, by
the kind assistance of friends, obtained many for examination,
in particniar from Mr. Holdsworth. From these flocks have
been shot those supposed to be the Morillon, and other varie-
ties, if the change of plumage from the young to the adult
can be so called, !

It should be observed, thatin all themales, in the feathers
of that fictitious bird, the very remarkable ¢rachea of the
Golden-eye appeared ; and in every little variation of plu-
mage of the females, the same truss shape of.the bird, the
form of the bill,and legs, were similar; and what is more
essential, the shape, and number of feathers of the tail (which
is six{een) we:e invariable.

The Morillon, described by Mr, Bewick, is indeed very far
advanced towards the adult plumage of the male Golden-eye,

for
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for in that, not only the head appeared to be advancing to
black about the cheeks, but the white round the neck was
much enlarged ; the scapulars and coverts of the wings were
black and white, and, in other respects, appear to have been
fast advancing towards maturily.

It should seem the Golden-eye is some years attaining ifs
complete adult plumage, for those with the full black head,
and the white spot in the cheek, rarely occur, although the
young males, so well known by their extraordinary ¢rachea,
are common,

We have seen a specimen with the white spot, that had
the feathers on the head dusky. |

The windpipe of the Golden-eve (says Doctor Latham in
his excellentessay on the frachea of birds, given in the Trans-
actions of the Linnean Society) *is of a curious and won-
¢¢ derful structure, for the labyrinth is not only of a different,
¢ and much more complicated form than any other, but a

¢ singular enlargement takes place ahout the middle of the
¢¢ trachea itself.” The ventricose part consists of the same
cartilaginous rings as the rest of the windpipe, and in fact is
only a great enlargement of the same structure, being at least
four times the diameter of a'ny other part, or three inches or
more in circumference, and about three inches in length, This
part is so formed by the ingquality of its cartilaginous annula-
tions, and intermediate membrancs, that it is not only capable
of contracling to littl: more than an inch in length, but like.
wise of compression, the under part being in the contracted
state considerably flattened. The labyrinthic part at the bot-
. tom of the Zrachea is of so exlraordinary a form, and so com-
plicated a structare, that no description could give an ade.
quate idea of it ; suffice it to say, thatitis very large, with a
bony arch on one'side, nearly transverse to the {rachea; but

for the perfect comprehension of it, we refer to the figure in
the Linrcan Transactions,

Iy



GOL

¢ It is manifest, (says Doctor Latham) that the structure
e of the frachea in this bird being so very unlike that of any
¢¢ other, will ever prevent its being confounded with a dif.
¢¢ ferent species; and on that account I can with confidence
¢¢ assert, that the Anas Glaucion of Linnzus, or Morillon,
¢¢ commonly so called, has no existence taking it as a species,
« for it is merely the Golden-eye incomplete in plumage.
¢ But this is not the only onc known by the name of Morillon,
¢ for a specimen putinto my hands for that bird, has proved
¢ to be the young of the Tufted Duck, and others that of
¢¢ the Scaup. Whatever share the structure of this singular
¢ kind of {rachea may have in promoting the londuess of the
¢t yoice, I will not here insist on ; but it is notorious that the
¢¢ cry is heard further off than many others of the genus.

GOLDSPINK. Vide Finch-gold.
GOOSANDER. Mergus Merganser,
Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 336.
Greater Goosander, Lin, Trans, iv, p. 122.
Bewick B. Birds, ii, t. p. 254.

PROVINCIAL.,
Jack-saw.

We have under the article Dundiver, given our reasons vy
we are still inclined to consider these birds distinct species.

In the VIIIth vol. of the Linnean Transactions, Mr.
Simmonds remarks that there is so much similarity in the
structure of the Mergus Merganser and M. castor, even in
the intestines as well as in the ¢rachea, vertebre of the neck,
and number of tail feathers (which in both are eigliteen) to
warrant a conclusion that they are the same, differing only in
age or sex. But this information does not advance us one
step towards clearing up this long contested point. It has
loug been known that males in the plumage of Mergus cactor,

or



GOL

or Dundiver have been proved by dissection; and we have
befcre been told that they possessed a ¢racheal labyrinth
similar to that of Mergws Merganser or Goosander; but we
should have been glaa wo have been informed whether in the
#racheq itself there had beew one, or two enlargements ; for
stherwise we gain mo additional knowledge.

We have before remarked, that later observations have
proved, that at lcast some birds in the habit of the Dundiver
kave but one fracheal enlargement, besides the labyrinth;
whereas the Goosander has two, bolh of which are figured
i the Berlin Transactions. To this may be added the re~
marks of anexcellent Ornithologist of the day, and a critical
ebserver, Willaghby, who speaking of the Goosander says,
It hath a huge beny labyrinth on the windpipe, above tlre
divarications; and the windpipe hath, besides, two swellings
out, one above anotlier, each resembling a powder-puff.”

These appear lo be incontestible facts of the frachea of
the Goosander possessing two enlargeients ; now, as no
maturalist has yef described such an appearance in any Mer-
genser of different plumage, we are yet in the daik as to the
immature male of this spgcies, as well as the female.

It may be reasonable to eonclude that, if strict atlen-
tion 1s paid to these birds, some with two (racheal cnlarge-
menis may Le found attendant on theplumage of the Dun-
éiver, aud others with only one, with perhaps very little va-
viztion in feather ; the former the immatured male of Mer-
gus Merganser, the latter the wale castor ; and the females
of bothihese may be so similar, as to continue their obscu-
3Hy in 2 country where they so seldom appear.

This species appears to be commoun on the Tornea, in Fin-
Yand, dvring the breeding season ; and their exgs are mach
covelcu by lire nalives, who place decayed trees that are hel-
Tuw near tite bauks of the-river, which these birds enter, and
thore depos't their eggs to the number of twenty: these the

Finlandess



GOL

Finlanders take out from time to time, but always leave two
or three at least, in order to continue the breed. (Acerbi.)

If this tourist had been a critical Ornithologist, with such
an opportunity to ascertain the complete natural history of
this bird, we should not now have been left bewildered by
strange, imperfect, and contradictory accounts, from which
we have to reason, and perhaps at la«t eonclude with false
deductions.

GOOSE BALD, vide Goose-white-fronted.
GOQSE BEAN. Anas segetum,

A male and female, wounded and taken alive, were sent to
us by Mr. Holdsworth ; the male was afterwards killed by a
barley corn getting into the Jarynz, and lodging just within
the rima glottsdis. ‘The female is still alive, and become
docile. a

This species like the Bernacle has a callous knob upon the
elbow of the wing. The frackea increases in size about the
middle, and the dranchial tubes are short and tumid. The
bill is orange excopt the najl, tip of the under mandible, and
round the base, reaching on the upper mandible, as far as the
nostrils, where it terminates in a tridentate figure; these parts
are black ; the edges of both mandibles are serrated, in the
upper there is a row of smaller denticulations within the
larger, between which those of the lower mandible lock ; an
admirable contrivance for cutting vegelable food. The irides
are rufous-brown,

GOOSE-BERNACLE. Anas erythropus.

PROYINCIAL.
Claik-Goose. Routheroock.

Bewick Br. Birds, ii. ¢. p. 307,
The
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The confusion between this species and the Brent, the
Bernicla of Linnzus renders it difficult to get at the habétat
"~ of the one, without confounding it with the other.

This species has generally been said to be abundant on the
coast of Ireland in the winter season; we are however in-
formed by Sir William Elford (whose attention to the subject
of ornithology gives effect to his observations) that it is cer-
tainly a mistake; the Brent being commonly called by the
same hame, has probably occasioned the assertion, for that
bird is takefi in the bay of Belfast, and other northern parts
of that island in great abundance, but he never could discover
the Erythropus amongst them.

A specimen sent us by Mr. Anstice, from Bridgewater, in
the month of February, 1809, is at thistime alive and in high
bealth. Tt appears a remarkable docile bird, was imme-
" diately reconciled to confinement with other aquatic birds,
and partook of their food the instant it was liberated from the
basket in which it was sent, and had then been taken (by
means of a shot-wound) only a week or ten days.

A large flock of these birds were observed on Slapton Ley,
in the winter of 1801.

A specific character belonging o this species which we
have not noticed on record, is a callous protuberance, or
bluat spur upon the elbow, or front joint of the wing.

GOOSE-BLACK. Vide Geose-brent,

GOOSE-BRENT. Anas Bernicla,

Black-Goose. Rural Sports. ii. t. p. 465,
Bewick Br. Birds. ii. t. p, 311,

PROVINCIAL.
Horia or Horie-goose. Quink-goose. Rood-goose.

This appears to be a much more plentiful species than the
Bernacle, and sometimes migrates from the north in such

econgregated myriads as to starve each other, The
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The late Mr. Boys, of Sandwich, informed us that in the
year 1739-40, when these birds were so abundant on the
continent, (especially ou the coast of Picardy, where the in-
habitants were raiscd en masse in order to destroy them) they
were so plentiful on the coast of Kent, that they were in so
starving a condition, as to suffer themselves to be knocked
down with stones and sticks; and were carried in carts to the
neighbouring towns, where a purchaser was allowed lo pick
and choose for six-pence a-piece.

‘We learn from thesame respectable source, that in the year
1803, they were innumerable about Sandwich; and were so
miserably poor, and debilitated, as not to be able to rise
after alighting, and many were taken by hand.

«¢ It is remarkable,” says Mr. Boys,* not a Bernacle,
# grey-lag-Goose, nor Bean-Goose have been seen with this
¢¢ superabundance of Brent-Geese, and yet the weather has
¢been sufficiently severe to compel the Hooping-Swan so
¢ far south.” '

Itis a curious circumstance that such occasional excesses in
migration of some particular species, should occur so locally.
Thus when the Brent was so plentiful on the eastern coast of
the kingdom, not a single instance occurred in the west to
our knewledge ; yet in the year 1800, about Christmas, they
were common, contiguous to the coast of South Devon,

GOOSE-CLAIK. YVide Bernacle.

GOCSE-COLE. Vide Corvorant,

GOOSE-GREY-ILAG. Anas Anser.
Bewick Br. Birds. ii. t. p. 292.

In the Environs of London, by Mr. Lvson, an anecdote is
given of the partiality of a Canada Goose for a yard-dog;
the Goose could only be separated by force from lier canine
friend, and after his death, fell a sacrifice, by endeavouring to

pOssess
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possess that seat in the kennel where she had so long been
fostered with the kindest friendship by his predecessor.

A similar attachment we recollect of the China Goose, the
male of whicli had beenkilled by a young pointer. Ponto (for
that was the dog’s name) waus most severely-punished for this
misdemeanor, and had the dead bird tied to his neck. The
solitary Goose became exiremeiy distressed for the loss of her
pariner and oniy éompanilon, aud probably having beeu at-
tracted to the dog’s kcanel by the sight of her dead mate, she
seemed determined to persecute Ponto by her constant at-
tendance and continual vociferations; and after a little time,
a strict amity and friendship subsisted between these incon-
gruous aalimals; they fed out of the same trough, lived under
the same roof, and in the same straw-bed kept each other
warm ; and when the dog was taken to the field, the inhar-
monious lamentations of the Goose for the absence of her
friend were incessant. _

M. Cuvier has published a,brfef description of a bird pro-
duced between a Swan and a Goose, which in fact amounts
to its being a perfect Goose in every thing but size like its
molfxer, which it greatly exceods,

The common Goose from which our domestic breed is
descended, must have . been domssticated many centu-
ries ; and itis rather surprising that many other species of
the larger hirds, especially of the aquatic kind, have not been
brought under the dominjon of man.

The common or Grey-legged Goose was formerly indige-
nous to this country, and bred in the then vast, extensive,
and impenetrable swamps and fens contiguous to the eastern
coasts of the kingdom. The labour of man, by draining and
cultivating these fens and morasses, has intirely depopulated
these places of their native inhabitants ; bat he has wisely se-
lected the Goose from the number of the feathered tribe that
once voamed at large over these exlended flais, and by

domestication,
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domestication, and conversion into private property, has
made it prove to him a source of real wealth. Thesc swamps,
which in more barbarous times yiclded a scanty subsistencs
to the natives, by the promiscuous capture of guch birds, ane
now teeming with them in a domesticated and highly im-
proved stale,

These who have never witnessed the abuadance thut are
fed in some of the fcns in Lincalnshire, can form no idea of
this real golden tregsvre, nor of the beanty of theinnumerable
flocks that enliven those dreary tracls, as yet too moist to
afford wholesome pasture for sheen,

In few countries do the value of Geese appear to he fully
appreciated, for, with proper management, few animals are
of greater worth.  If we consider that these birds not
only afford us a wholesome hut a delicate food; lheir
smaller feathers and down coatribute so largely to onr
nightly repose ; their quills, so common in use for transmit-

ting our thoughts to the present and future ages, we may
truly estimate their intrinsic value, as little inferior to the
‘sheep; for the wool of the Goose is equally valuable, awi
the flesh as eagerly sought after.  Upen the whele therefora
a Goose is a highly profitable animal, little inferior to that
of a sheep, in cerlain situalions ; and thousands are annually
bred where that animal could not exist.

If the produce of the feathers, plucked three timesa year,
and the quills twice 3 and that upon an average each Goose
produces six or seven young for the market annually, are
considercd ; how much shiort they are of the profit yieldsd by
an ewe inthe same lime, we shall leave te the calculation of
the agriculturist. v

Inmost parts of the kingdom, the Gooseis an ap’peudage
to the farm-yard, and being a bardy bird, and subject to fesw
distempers, she requires no care, is neither fed with hay noe
corn, and consequently Ler value is clear profit, '

Yo
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In the west of England, where Geese are plentiful, but not -
associated into large flocks, they are neither cultivated nor
managed with advantage ; for though, in some parts of
Devonshire, the poorest persons would deem themselves poor
indeed. that could not sicep upon a feather-bed ; yet it is not
the custom in that county, to extend a profit upon these
birds, by shearing or plucking their feathers, although of
double the value of the wool of the common sheep of that
county.

GOOSE-HORRA, or HORIE, vide Goose-brent.
GOOSE-QUINK, vide Goose-brent.
GOOSE-RAIN, vide Diver-red-throated.
GOOSE-ROOD, vide Goose-brent:
GOOSE-ROUTHEROGCK, vide Goose-Bernacle,
GOWK, vide Cuckow.

GREBE-BLACK-CHIN. Podiceps hebridicuss

" Br. Miscel. p. 19. t. 70.

This bird, the description of which originated with Mr.
Pennant, was considered rather larger than the Little-Grebe,
and a distinct species, and was described from a specimen
noticed in the Hebrides.

In the British Miicellany there is a representation of the
male and female of this supposed species, accompanied with
the nest and eggs, which were taken in a pond on Chelsea-
common, in June 1805. These appear to accord with the
description given of the Black-chin-Grebe; and we have
another now before us, which must be considered as similar ;
but we cannot avoid expressing an opinion that these, as well
as that originally noticed by Mr, Pennant are no other than
unusually dark varieties of the Little Grebe.

It should be recollected, that the Podiceps minor is subject
to a considerable variation in colour as well as size ; and that

in some the ferruginous, in others the dusky predominates ;
and
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and that the gradations can be traced to the very dark spe.
cimens thal have been considered as distinct.

Ours is rather a small specimen, being (as we believe) a
female : thelength is six inches and a half.

The bill is black with the point very pale : irides reddish 2
the upper part of the head, and the hind part of the neck,
as well as the chin, are dusky-black with an olivaceous
tinge: the cheeks, forepart and sides of the neck, chesnut :
the whole bird besides, dusky, mixed with ash-colour on the
under parts ; the rump mixed with ferruginous ; the first
nine quill feathers pale brown tinged with rufous; the
secondaries white on the inner webs; legs and feet dusky=
black with a greenish tir;ge:

This bird was shot the latter end of August in a pond
close to the river Avon in Devonshire, and presented to us
by our ornitholigical friend the Rev. Mr. Vaughan.

Our specimen is considerably Jarker beneath than those
figured by Mr. Sowerby are represented to be, and not
spotted ; and the chin is more inclining to black.

Mr. Pennant’s bird was thought to be larger than the Lit-
ile Grebe ; Mr. Sowefby’s is said to be smaller, and ours is
a medium. . |

These very dark varieties are not common, but we suspect
many would be found verging towards it in the summer
months, when the older birds are in their fullest plumage,

GREBE-EARED, Podiceps auritus.

In the former part of this work it will be observed (under
the head of Grebe sclavonian) some doubts were expressed
concerning the distinction of these birds as species ; we have
since had an opportunity of examining and comparing a frezh
specimen of the guritus with our cornutus, which has ena«
bled us to decide most clearly that they are perfectly disa
tinct,

' X Se
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So remarkably scarce do both these species appear to be,
that amongst our numerous friends, only one instance of
each have come to us in afresh state. fis

To Colonel George of Penryn in Cornwall we are indebted
for a very fine male specimen of the auritus shot on the 15th
of March, 1811, so that we may’ fairly conclude, as it was so
necar the breeding season, that its plumage is fully matured ;
we shall therefore give a description of this bird, and then
point ont the material distinction between the two species.

The weight was one pound : the length thirteen inches
and a balf. The bill is black, aninch in length to the fea-
thers on the foreliead, a little reflected; the upper mandible
is nearly straight. at the point, the lower mandible decreases
at about a quarter of an inch from the end, and from thence
forms a conic point, which makes the bill appear to reflect
more thanic actually does: the lore is black : irides bright
scarlet: bead and neck black : chin spotted with white : the
sides of Lhe bead furnished with long slender yellow feathers
commencing behind 4he upper part of the eye, and extending
downwards for more than an inch ; these flow backwards,
the lower series are shaded to a deep orange ; the black fea-
thers on the forehead and crown are long, and terminate ab=
rubtly asif cut with a pair of SCISSOIS, forming an obtusely
conic crest ¢ the back, scapulars, and coverts of the wings
dusky black : the first six quills are dusky-black ; the three
next black only on the outer web, the inner web white ;
the thirteen succeeding are wholly white : the lower part
of the neck l-)efore, is mottied black and white : the sides of
the breast, and sides of fhe body, are similarly marked, the
latter interspersed with ferruginons : legs and feet dusky,

blui sh cast, pale on the inside of the former,

Tpon comparing this with our cornutus (which is also a
male) the distinction of the species is at once made evident.
‘I'he bay feathers which adoern the sides of the head, in the

cornulus
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eornutus originate from the base of the bill, pass over the
eye, ﬂﬂd are not at first lonﬂer than usual, but increase in
lenoth gradually from behind the eye, and instead of ﬂowmg
backwards, ascend, and stand above the head like ears ; these
also spread gradually as they recede backwards. The auritus
on the contrary has these feathersin a very different situation
for they originate from a broad base behind the eye; extend-
ing partly towards the neck, and are long from the commence.
ment ; they are in ficta tuft of long yellow feathérs that
cover the black ones on the sides of the head ; whéreas in thé
cornutus thers are no black feathers beneath, and the feathers
on the cheeks, and nape, are much longer, giving the head a
much more tumid appearance.

Besides thiis essedtial difference In thé dutited fedtheés of
the two species, the general plumage is different, as may be
observed by comparing the déscription. But whatever va-
riety of plumage these two species may assume, thit gives
them a nearer approach to each other, and might leave ex:
isting doubts in the minds of some Oruithologists, the shapé
of the bill alone will determine tlie species, and must set at
rest all diserepancy of opinio.  The bill of the cornutus
does not reflect; but both mandibles are equilly sloped,
forming the point regularly couic ; whereas the uurifus has
thie upper mandible straight at the apex, and the under one
sloped to form the bill inte a poirt,

GREBE-GREAT-CRESTED.  Vide Grebe-crested.
GREBE-LITTLE, Podiceps minor;

This specics a.p}:iears to be subject 1o considerable variatior
in colour, from a light brown, to a dusky-black on the upper
parts ; and from a silvery white to dusky beneath ; the cheeks
also in some are only tinged with ferruginous ; in others that
colour extends over the sides of the head and neck, more or
less brlght and all the intermediate stages are to be found ;
N K 2 : ang
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and in a further advanced stage where the chin becomes
darker, or dusky, brings it to the Black-chin Grebe of tha

Byritish Zoology.
See Grebe-black-chin.

GREBE-RED-NECKED. Podiceps rubricolis.
- Bewick Br. Birds, t. p. 152.

Early in the year 1809, five of these birds were seen
together on Slapton Ley, four of them were killed, two of
which were eaten, or attempted to be devoured by the natives,
but finding them extremely rank they threw away the third ;
and the fourth fortunately came to our hands, through
ilie means of another ornmithological friend, the Rev, Mr.,
Holdsworth. ,

This gentleman, who has paid particular attention to the
habits of such birds ashave fallen under his notice, assures
us, he had frequently observed these birds on wing, and from
their singular manner of flight, considered them as birds he
had never before seen ; but it was some time before he could
procure a specimen 3 and his utmosl exertions could not save
either of the others from destruction, but only fragments lhaf
shewed their actual existence.

* The bird in question, although a male, had not the least
appearance of the rufous mneck, and was of course either a
young bird, or in its winter plumage ; and in that season may
be destitute of such mark, ' ' ;

Those who may have considered this species as belonging
to the Crested Grebe, cannot possibly have compared them,

Our specimen was shot on the third of February. I
weighed twenty-three ounces ; the length seventeen inches.
The bill is an inch and a half long to the feathers on the
forehead, of a dusky colour, with the base and under part of
the lower mandible, and a streak from the nostrils to the
corner of the mouth of the wpper mandible, bright yellow

S S rides



GRE

irides hazel : lore dusky. The top of the head, back of the
neck, and back, dusky, the feathers on the last slightly mar-
gined with cinereous : the chin, throat, and cheeks white,
the last dingy white, extending on each side towards the back
of the head : the under part of the neck brown, with a slight
tinge of rufous ; but the lower part of the neck, upper breast,
and the sides of the body, white, obscurely spotted with
dusky ; the rest of the body beneath is white : the scapulars,
rump, prime quills, and coverts of the winys all black, except
a patch of pure white on the shoulder, or janction of the
wing with the body, and ridge of the wing : thirteen of the
secondary quills are white, the two first, and two last, with
more or less black on their outer webs, the others pure white ;
the tertials are black : legs and feet pale grecnish-yellow, the
former, as well as the webs, dusky on the outside.

Upon dissection, the stomach was found to be distended
with feathers and small seeds. Being struck with so singular
an appearance, we carefully washed and dried the contents
of the stomach, and by that means discovered that the fea-
thers had been collected from its own body. For what pur-
pose could such a quantity have been swallowed, since few of
the piscivorous birds disgorge the refuse like the Falcon tribe 2
such a quantity can scarcely be supposed to have been taken
into the stomach, in the act of cleaning and dressing its
plumage, unless they had been long collecting, and were
impassable ; many indeed were completely comminuted, and
fit to pass into the intestines, This singularity has been
observed also in the Crested Grebe.

There was nothing remarkable in the ¢rachea except that
the branchi, or divarications, were hard and bony, particu-
larly on the inside, where thera was scarcely any membranous
divisions, and consequently little or no flexibility.

We shall again repeat that notwithstanding Mr. Pennant,

and some others, may have doubted whether this was nota
variety
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' yariety of the Crested Grebe, we can, from a comparisoﬁ of
the blrds, declare they are perfectly distinet. T his is
smaller, much shorter, and a more truss shaped bird, in sixe
between the Dusky and the Crested species ; the neck is
much shorler, and ""abill is materially different. In fact
there is full as n ich dlﬂ'erence between these, as between the
Dusky and the Little Grebe, independent of the plumaae,
}vhxch in all 1t5 ) "I‘ldll()l’lS is essentially disiinct,

GREL.-SO, ;VONIAN. This is mow ascertained to be
' perfect] . .nstiuct from tlie ayrited species. Vide Grebe
eared.
GhOSBEAIxJVHI'I E-WING ED
Lozxia falcirostra, Ind. orn. i.p. 371.
White-winged Cross-bill, Lath, Syu. iii. p. 108,

In the extract of the minute-book inserted in the VII. vol.
of the Linnean Transactions, mentionis made that a female
of this species wus shot within two miles of Belfast in Ireland,
in the month of June, 1802, communicated by Mr, Templeten,
of Orange Grove, near Belfast,

We cannot help expressing a doubt whether the bird in
question was any other than an accidental variety of the
common Cross:bill, Loxia curvirostra with some accidental
white op the wings, a circumstance attendant on most spcciles
of birds. And we are the more inclied to suspect this was
the case since there is no other distiuction between the two
species, lhan the two v_rhite lines across the wings of ll'xe
American bird ; and were covsidered by Mr. Pennant as
the same.  If, howerver, it actvally was the Loxia fql-
. ¢irostra, we can have no doubt that it must have made xll
escape from a cage, as ihat species is “holly confined lo
Awmenca, from whence we do not helieve any birds nugrate.
intp the sonthern parts of Europe.

Similar cnpturcs have frequently been made in England, to

OUU
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Qur' knowledge. Werecollect a rich South American ship
was stranded at Laugharn on the coast of Cacrmartbenshire,
‘;md a great many caged birds of that country obtained their
liberty ; many of these were afterwards shot at a consider-
able distance from the fatal spot ; the game-kecper belonging
to Mr. Vaughan, of Golden Grove in the same county,
‘killed scveral of these birds.

A Painted Bunting Emberiza ciris was taken alive on
Portland island in the year 1802, having doubtless made its
escape from on board some ship going up channel, or that
came to anchor off Weymouth. This bird we saw alive in
" the possession of Mrs. Steward of that place.

The golden-breasted Trumpeter, Psophia crepituns, and
the American Quail, or Marjland Partridge, have both been
taken in England; of the latter, a male was shot near
Mansficld, by Mr. Harrison, and was afterwards sent to
Lord Stanley, from whom we received the information.

Although foreign to our subject, as no one can suppose
a Drasilian bird can be introduced into the British catalogue !
yet as the Trumpeter was taken at large, we shall state the
circumstances as related to us by letter from Lord Stanley,

His Lordship says ¢ The Trumpeter was found in the
neighbourhood of my father’s, in Surry, in the habit of
atténding a farmer’s yard, whether . had come of itself and,
" associated with his poultry. When first observed by us, it
was on occasion of Lord Derby’s hounds ruuning through the
yard, when it joined, and the servants told me, kept up with
the hounds for near three miles. I think they said it did so
more than once. When I first saw it, it was picking up some
scraps of meat, (of which it seemed very fond) in our back
yard, whether I found it had followed some of the farmer’s
children, and liking its new situation, remained there. It
was very small, and evidently a young bird, and not very
landsome, but as a curiosity Lord Derby made inquiries

about
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about it, and finding that it could not be traced to its right
owner, a small present to the possessor put us in possession
ofit.” His Lerdship also informed us that it died on its
Jjourney into Lancashire,

"This interesting account in the biography of the Trumpeter
should not be lost, and therefore we trust this little digression *
in order to bear record of it, will be excused.

The American Quail has been turned out in some parts of
the British Empire, with a view to establish the breed, but
we believe without effect. The late General Gabbit liberated
many on his estates in Ireland, but in two years the breed
was lost,

These and various other instances might be mentioned ; but
such not bearing a shadow of self-migration must not be
introduced into the catalogue of British birds. If such acci-
.dental fugitives were introduced into the Fauna of this
country, we might soon expect to find our catalogue swelled
with quadrupeds and amphibiz, as well as American and
equatorial birds.

The Tortoise, Testuda greeca, has already found its way
into the calalogue of the irndigena of British Zoology, and
we may expect that the Rattle Snake and Alligator may also
make their escape from their prisons, and ramble like the
Grecian Tortoise, which having been taken in the culti-
vated parts of Devon, has been considered as a native.

GROUS-BLACK. Tetrao Tetrix
Bewick B, Birds, i. t. p. 310. Rural Sports, ii. L. p. 418.

Mr. Pennant in lis supplement to the Arctic oology, says,
the Black-Ceck has been known in Sweden, to breed with the
common domestic Ilen, which produced a barren spurious
generation.

About Avemoor in the Highlands of Scotland, the Black-
Cock is called Kelochdoe (Thornton’s Tour, p. 159.)
This
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This bird does not appcar to bear domestication well, nor
to breed in confinement ; many attempts have been made by
the present Lord Carnarvon, (on whose property in the west
of England, it still ranges at Jarge,) but with no success: and
others that were in ‘tlie menagerie belunging to the late Lord
Carnarvon, were as sterile.

The females, though shorl-lived in confinement, appeared
to bear it better than the other sex. '

These birds which formerly were abundant ever the moun-
tainous, heathy, and woodland parts of Devonshire and
Somersetshire, are greally reduced, and would long ago have
been extirpated, was it not for a few of the most extensive
properlies being bhighly preserved. But notwithstanding
every precaution, they do nol increase, even where the hand
of protection is held out to them. The encroachment of
cultivation upon their heathy range, must limit their numbers,
and in time this moble species will be totally lost in the
southern parts of the island, in spite of the atlempts of indi-
viduals to prevent it. ‘On Dartmoor and its neighbourhood,
this bird is now become extremely scarce. In Sedgemeor
and the neighbouring hills, especially these belonging e
Lord Carnarvon and Sir Thomas Acland, they are in the
most abundance. In the autumn of the year 1808, kis
Lordship thought there were about twelve or fourteen packs,
or broods upon his extensive moors at Pixton, and at least
that number of old cocks.

The chain of heathy hills that still protect thesé birds,
extends eastwards from the forest of Exmoor in Devon, inte
Somersetshire, bul these are interspersed with culiivated
ground, to which they scmetimes ramble and are destroyed ;
80 that were it not for the very extensive, and almost impe-
netrable woods that clothe the vallies and sides of ihe hiils,
these noble birds could not long exist,

‘The same tract of extensive woods and waste, that affords

protectivs
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protection to the Black Grous and Pheasant, also gives
sielter to the only few remaining of that royal animal the
Stag, which are now to be found in a perfect slate of nature,
on the south side of the Tweed ; and of these it is computed
there are mow about thirty killable, or of four years old,
independent of hinds, within the district before specified.

Befoye we quit the Black Grous, we must remark, that it
still exists in Hampshire and in Staffordshire. 'The Rev.
Bir. Dickinson of Blimhill, in the last mentioned county,
a-sured us tiat a pair visited his parish in the year 1802, and
fod almost entirely on acorns; and thatin Cannock Chace in
ilat county, these birds are frequenlly observed to feed upon
bawthorn berries, |

- We must bere notice that our astonishment was not a
fittle excited, to observe in a very respectable pub]icatiorj,
the following remarl, *¢Itis the general opinion of sports-
wen, that the Gyous specics haye no tongue, but (adds the
awthor) this could only have arisen from their being viewed
when expiring, or after death; for upon inspecling the
gizzard, the tongue will be found to have retreated there with
all its ligaments,”

We need scarcely remark, that an asserlion so unnatural,
and so uvnphilosophical, as that a bird should beable in the
Fast act of deglutition t force its tongue out by the roots,
avd swallow it, is Dot more fqundcd in fact than that they
have no tongue. The naturalist, however, will find no
aifliculty te discover the tongue in all the specics belongin'g
%o tLis genus in its proper place, whether dead or aliye,

GIRROUS.GREAT. Vide G roul,s-wood..

GROUS-RED. Telrao Scoticus.
Bewick B. Birds, t. p. 313 —Rural Sports, ii. t. p. 4i0.

Tn severe winlers, moor-game comes lower down the moun-
fzins in Scotland, and fock together in prodigious numbers :

in



GRO

in 1782 and 1783, three or four thousand assembled, (’I"horﬂ..
'tj_on’s Tour, p. 205.)

The same author (p. 131) in his sporting marches, en-
camped at the source of the Dalmon, at the foot of an
immense hill, called Croke Franc. ¢“The game on these
¢ moors (says our author) is innumerable.  In a mile long,
"érand not half a one broad, I saw at least one thousand
¢ brace of birds,” (meaning Red Grous, or Moor-game.) Such
days of plenly will scarcely ever be seen again ; since the
communication between the two countries has heen facili-
“tated by good roads, ready conveyance, and excellent accom-
modation, partics have been continually formed in England to
make sporting tours in the Highlands of Scotland, and slaugh.
ter is the word.

At Mr. Grierson’s of Rathfarnham, County of Dublin, in
1802, a brace of Grous which had been confined for three
jears hatched a brood of young. (Rural Sports.)

Is said to have bred in the menagerie of the Duchess
Powager of Portland. (Id.) .

As u further and more recent proof that this bird will
bread in confinement, Lord Stanley assures us that a pair of
‘G rous which had been confined two years by a person who
paid little attention to them, had protucedmany eggs.  This
“circumstance made his Lordship desirous to obtain the birds,
“in which hesucceeded, and that last year (1811) the female
laid ten eggs, which she incubated, and brought out eight
‘young. These infant birds from some unknown cause, pro-
bably a defect of natural food at that tender age, did not
live many days. The old birds feed on grain and oatmeal
like others of the gallinaceous tribe. They are still remark-
-ably shy, and are as little disturbed as possible, in order to
induce them to breed again. If Ants’ eggs, Grasshopperg
and other insects cannot be procured in sufficient abundance,
‘Ql,gx‘n_-_)cprq, or ;xa‘rd boiled egg, as animal food, is perhaps as

gooq
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good a substitute for insects as can be administered, and we
recommend it to all persons who wish to rear any young
birds of a similar nature.  But if Grasshoppers can be ob-
tained, they are eagerly devoured, and for the first month the
best food that can be given.

- A mottled brown and white variety very much resembling
the summer plumage of the Ptarmigan, was shot in Lancas
shire, in the month of August. (Lord Stanley.)

This birdis more of a true antient Briton than any other
of which we can boast, and as such it ought to be protected
and revered ; for strange as it may seem it does not appear lo
have found its way to any other part of the world, but is ex-
clusively of British origin, and continues wholly attached to
the British Empire. Inhabiling the most dreary, and inhos-
pitable parts of the three united kingdems, contented with
the native produce of such uncullivated regions,it never by
choice approaches the habitation of man, to riotin the fruits
of his labour. It has not even extended into the Shetland
1sland, but has reackied the Orknies, its utmost extent northe
wards,

Linnzus considered the Red Grous as a variety only of
Tetrao Lagopus or Ptarmigan ; and as late as the publica-
tion of the thirteenth edition of the Systema Nature by
Gmelin it has so been continued. Some of the French Na-
turalists gave it the trivial name of Scofica, probably from
first having heard of it as a native of that parts

GROUS-WOOD. Tetrao urogallus.
Bewick B. Birds, i. t. p. 307.
Rural Sporls, ii. t. p. 411.

The Wood-Grous is found in Sweden, where it inhabits
the fir woods, and is said to be so extremely shy as to be
only approached while it is singing, at which time the male

has a convulsive motion in his head and eyes, which prevents
him
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him from seeing or hearing any thing, This song continues
for a minute each time, and enables the sportsman to ap-
proach by degrees, taking care to hide himself behind a tree
during the interval of the song, until he gets sufficiently close
to fire.

This bird we believe is now extinct in the British Do«
minions ; but we have received both sexes from Norway,
pérfectly fresh and fit for the table, where they are in general
much more estimated by the epicure than if they were pre«
served in their feathers, considering the best stuffing to be
that of stuffing themselves. '

The female has been said to possess only sixteen feathers
in the tail, whereas the male haseighteen. We are enabled
to assert that both the sexes have the latter number. '

Two females lately examined weighed the same within six
ounces, the largest was three pounds eleven ounces; the
length twenty seven inches. In the crops of these birds were
a species of berry similar to the Cranberry, called in Norway
Tytteboer : these with the tops of the plant, and the com.
mon Heath, filled the crops, The gizzard which is extreme-
ly strong and muscular contained a vast quantity of crystals
like pebbles intermixed with the macerated food.

The male of this species is in Norway known by the name
of Adarhanen ; the female is called T%ur, |

GUILLEMOT-BLACK. Uria Grylle,
Beyyick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 179,

This bird in the Orkney and Zetland islands is called
Puffinet, Taiste, Toyst, Tysty, or Tyste. Itremains there
the whole vear becoming speckled with white in winter, and is
then considered as the young only, left behind, and that the
old migrate,

It continyes the whole year inthe bay of Dublin, and is
there common,  Lath, Syn, Sup. ii. p. 265,

3 Mz,
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Mr. Henry Boys observed both old and young ih the month
of August, at Fowlesheugh near Stonehaven in Scotland,
The female measured fifteen inches and a half in length ; in
this there was no white except on the wings ; but in the
young birds the under parts were white streaked with black,
as was the white in the wings : legs dusky brown : the tail
comsists of twelve feathers.

The Black Guillemot is amongst the few feathered inhabi-
tants of the North cape of Lapland (Acerdi.)

GUILLEMOT-FOOLISH. Uria Troile.
Bewick Br. Birds, ii, t. p, 174.

PROVINCIAL.
Matrot, Strany, Lungy, Skuttock.

Inthe latter end of Jémuary 1805, a8 cold and severe a
winter as for many years had been experienced in the West
of England, several of these birds were shot in the estuary
of Kingsbridge, some of which we examined ; and one that
was distected proved a female, and weighed about thirty
ounces.

These had the eéxact plumage of those which frequent our
rocks in summer, ahd in every respect so exactly correse
ponded with the summer dress of the Foolish Guillemot, that
it should seem to prove beyond all doubt, that the Lesser
Guillemot is perfectly distinct, and that the Foolish Guillemot
at no season is differently marked. The colour even at this
time is not black as in the Lesser species, but of the usual
dark brow,

This is the only instance that has occurred to us of this
bird having been taken on our cocst in the winter, butitis a -
circumstance frauglit with information,. ‘

After having related what is so wmuch in favour of the
distinction of the species, it belioves us to record faithfully,

. ' all
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all those circumslarices that may militate against such im
opinion. Of suclh the following stands foremost :

In June 1805, we examined a young Guillemot that was
full grown, excepting the wings and tail; itz weight was
thirty-one ounces : lenglh, sixtcen inches and a haif. The
plumage on the lower part of the back and rump, brown
mixed with grey, some of the lesser coverts of the wings the
same : the feathers of the lail margined and tipped rufous<
white: the upper part of the neck before, and the throat, as
far as the dark colour usually extends, are mottled black and
nhite ; thiese markings pass round the sides of the head behind
the eyes, and meet behind the nape n an obscure narrow
band ; the feathers on these parts being while tipped with
black, not distinctly marked, some black and others whites
The restis like the Foolish Guiliemot, but darker akout the
head and hind neck. The inside of the mouth yellowish
flesh-colour: length of the bill to the nostrils one inch
and a half; to the gape two and tiree guarters.

The extraordinary weight of this bird, (admitling it to be
the young of the Foolish species, and- of which there can be
no doubt, as no other is known to breed ou the coast where it
was taken,) can only be accounted for by supposing that it
was highly fed, while the old birds at this season are more ex-
hansted; but we heve had old birds of superior weight
sometimes, |

Several of these exaclly similar in markings, were shot at
the same time at the mouth of Salcomb bay, on the coast of
South Devon.

It now appears that this species like the Razor-bill is at
first, in its nestling feathers like the parent birds, destitute of
any white about the head and neck, bat thatafter they take to
the water, and before they can fly, a partial moulting takes
place, and the throat, and fore part of the neck, become
spotted with white featlhers lipped with dusky, and which i

a
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a slight dearee extends round behind the upper part of the
neek. Now it must be remarked by every Naturalist, that
these newly-acquired white feathers tipped with dusky, mast
be again cast, and be replaced by entirely white ones, in order
to render this bird similar in plumage to the Lesser Guilleriot ;
a circumstance if not impossible, is highly improbable. Be-
sides, if these two species were at any time by accident to be
found alike in plamage, no one who has had the opportunity
we at this moment have, of placing all the species before us,
the two Guillemots and two Auks which have caused such
diserepancy of opinion, together with their young at different
ages, would hesitate s moment in deciding the matter.

The size and weight of the spotted young Guillemot, is
essentially greater than the Lesser Guillemot is ever found to
be; the neck is longer, and as an especial mark of dislinction,
the bill of this young bird is full one.third longer, and is
furnished with an indenture in both mandibles near the tip.
This is an cbvious mark of distinction not we believe before
noliced in i_herFoolish_ Guillemot ; and of which the Lesser
‘Guillemot is wholly destitute in the under mandible, though
on the upper, nearer to the point, there is a very slight incli-
nation to an indenture,
© The circumstance of variation of colour in particular parts
" of the plumage in some of these species, especially the change
to that of wlite, is well exemplified in the Black Guillemot,
which has been found to vary so‘much, that the older Natu-
ralists bad formed of them several species ; but no Ornitho=
logist of the present day can doubt the identity of the same
bird in all its varions plumage, by size, and other immutable
characters.

We consider it extremely fortunate to have obtained the
Foolish Guillemot in the midst of winter (a rare occurrence}
and at the same time the Lesser Guillemot to compare with
gae young of the former, having the speckled neck, The

bizg
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size and weight so different, the length and strncture of the
bill so dissimilar in the two species, and so exactly alike in the
old and young birds of the former, set all controversy at rest
upon this subject. These birds are as perfectly dislinct
from each other as the Lesser is from the Black Guillemot 3
and we may be assured that the Black-billed Auk is as dis=
tinct from the Razor bill as it is from the Little Auk; the
invariable difference in size, as well as other circumstances
related under their proper heads, do not leave even a shadow
of doubt,

The eggs of this species of Guillemot, and those of the Ra-
zor-bill, when boiled hard, are iz some parts much esteemed.

GUILLEMOT-LESSER. Uria minor
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. ps 177.

Having enlarged so much upon the identity of this bird
as a distinct species in treating of the Foolish Guillemot, it
only remains for us to remark, that this species together with
the Black-billed Auk, Alca pica, are found in vast abundance
in winter, in the bays on the coast of Scotland, esxtending
even to the Orkney and Zetland islands, but particularly in
the Frith of Forth; and at the same time being so sparingly
scattered over the southern parts of the kingdom, evinces that
they are properly natives of the more northern regions, and
retire only from the icy seas, to such parts as may afford lhem.
subsistence. Thus they are coniented with a boreal station,
even in the colder months, and never seek a southern region,
but mostly continue on our northera shores, where they are
never impeded by ice from diving after their favourite prey,
the Sprat, which is there found in abundance throughout the
winter. The Foolish Guillemot, and the Razor-bill, on the
contrary, are indigenous to this country, brecd on most of
our liigher cliffs that form a barrier to the vcean, and after
performing the great dictates of nature, invariably leave our

L shores
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shores, and retreat to some more southerti ¢limate ; nor is oné
to be found amongst the Lesser Guillemots and Black-billed
Auks, in the winter season so far north as Scotland, an ac<
cidental maimed bird excepted, and only one or two instances
bave occurred, in which the Foolish Guillemot was found on
the most southern part of the island; (Devonshire) at that
season. Thus has nature assigned to these birds their limited
stations, by forming them of different temperaments : the
more tender species that winler in the southern parts of
Europe, and on the coasts of Africa, return with the spring
to our tempeiate climate, and as it were push on the hardier
species to their northern destination. 'Thus the Lesser
Guillemot, and Black-billed Auk, in part supply the place
of the Foolish Guilletiot and Razor-bill during the winter,
and the reverse is the consequence of our nearer approach
to the sun.

We'shall now sum up the account of these hitherto ama
biguous species, for the considération of those who may con-
tinue to be of an opinion that the Lesser Guillemot, and
Black-billed Auk, are only the young of the Foolish Guillemot
and Razor-bill. .

In the first place, it is contrary to every principle of reas
soning upon natural causes, to suppose that when the twe
last retire in the autumn, from the southern parts of Englund,
they should go to the north of Scotland, and be converted by
a change of plumage into the two former. The supposition
that any bird should migrate northward to pass the winter,
is in direct violation of the actual cause of the propensity to
migrate, Every species of animal that shifts its quarters with
the seasons, breeds in the higher, and passes the wiuter in the
lower latitudes. Those who may have formed an opinion
that the two first are the young of the others, should be asked
to produce an instance of so unnalural a case as that of all
the young of any species remaining behind to winter in a

northern
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northern country, while the old birds seck a more southern
climate. Besides, thase who favor such an opinion, must
go further, for they must also believe that when the old
birds leave England in the autumn, to winter alony the
shores of the southern parts of the Continent, the young birds
take a contrary direction, and accumulate in the north of Scot-
land, as far as Zetland ; in which parts they are iufinitely more
abundant than any where further south, More need not Le
said to convince any reasoning mind of the unphilosophical
principle of such an opinion. Whatever variation, therefore,
may have appeared in tle change of plumage of some, for
which we cannot so readily account, we may be assured our
safest guide is the habits, and that alone must convince us of
the difference of the species in question, were all other dis-
finctions wanting. Myriads of Foolish Guillemots and
Ra'znr-bills, resort to the lofty promontories of the sonthern
as well as the northern shores of Great Britain ; and when'
these retire, not a Lesser Guillemot, or a Black-billed Auk
are to be seen in their place for a month or six weeks and
then a few str: g lers ouly, for they are never common in the
south of England. ‘

As it has been clearly ascertained that the Litle Auk
changes ils black head and neck, after the breeding season,
and re-assumes it again in the spring, there is much reason
for supposing the Black-billed Auk, and Lesser Guillemot do
the same, as they are equally birds of the same northern
regions. It may also be farly inferred that neither the
Razor-bill nor the Foolish Guillemot vary their plumage at
any season, since none of the latter which are occasionaily shot
in the winter, on the south coast of Devon, differ in the
least from their summer plumage.

A singular variety of this species was taken alive in the
month of March. Its length, sixteen inches. The upper
parts of the plumage where this species is usnally black, is in

K2 this
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this bird of a pale cinereous hrown, the margins of the
feathers palest; quills the same, with pale tips ; the secondaries
as usual tipped with white; the under parts, cheeks, and
throat, as nsual, white ; legs dull orange-brown.

This bird devoured flesh as well as fish, cut into slender
pieces, and doubtless would have lived on fresh water, had
not some defect existed that caused its capture, and which
probably occasioned its death, after ten days confinement in
the menageyie. It had in this shert time become docile, and
came to 1he side of the pond to be fed; this gave us an
opportunity of observing its motions when diving for its food ;
and it was evident that all its evolutions under water were
performed by its wings alone, the legs being thrown back.
Tt is literally flying in water, for the wings have exactly the
same actior:, except that they are not quite so much extend-
ed, nor so rapidly moved as when flying in air. By thus
converting its short wings into fins, its progressive motion is
rapid, and the body is turned quickiy by the exertion of one
wing more or less than the other, for neither the tail nor
the legs, gave it the least bias, It is only on the surface of
the water that the legs are used as oars. |

GULL-ARCTIC. Larus Parasiticus,
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. p. 239
. Lin, Trans. viii. p. 267.

PROVINCIALL.
Scull,Badock, Fasceddar, Scoutinallan, Dirten-allan or Allen.

The arctic Gull is a very rare species in the southern parts
of Great Britain, and only accidentally occurs.  Mr, Pennant
in his Voyage to the Hebrides speaks of its breeding amongst
the beath, and when disturbed flying Icisurely about like the
Lapwing. |

It is found on the islund of Rum; and Mr. Simmonds

( Linnean
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( Linncan Transactions) says ¢ plentiful in the isles of Glass
and Scalpa. Nest composed of dry grass, found upon the
slope of a marshy hill.  Iggs very light-brown, marked ir-
regularly with dark-brown blotches, No external mark of
distinction between the sexes.” |

The little variety to which this species is subject, perhaps
renders it difficult to ascertain the distinction of sex by the
plumage: indeed in the whole of this tribe there is no mas
terial difference in sexual plumage.

A specimen of the Arctic Gull now under inspection, differs
somewhat from that which was described in the former part
of this work. It has the sides of the head, neck, and throat,
buff-colour : the breast white, shaded into a grey, and bew
coming dark slate=colour on the belly and parts beneath ; the
upper parts of the body are also dark-slate :  the wings and
tail black : the legs are yellowish : the knces and the feet
as high as the back toe black.  The sex could not be deter-
mined, but the two middle feathers of the tail are of thejc
full length,

GULL-BLACK-HEADED, Larus ridibundus.
Lin, Trans. vii. p. 284,
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 229,
Brown Gull, Lath, Syn. Sup. ii, p, 331. No. 1.
Red-legged Gull, Orn. Dict.

PROVINCIAL,
Pickmire, Black-head, or ilooded-crow,

We have now and then observed this species in the Legine
ing of July upon the coast of Devon, with the full dark
eoloured plumage on the head, butnever in the winter.

These birds we are assured by Mr. Dickinson continue to
breed in great numbers about the same parls in Shropshire
mentjoned by Plott,

Mr,
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Mr. Bewick says that they breed at Palinsbourne, in
Northumberland, where they are accounted of great use in
clearing the surrounding lands of noxious insects, worms,
and slugs.

1 some of the fens in Lincolnshire they are plentiful in
the breeding season, inhabiting the most swampy parts along
with Suipes, Iledshanks, and Ruffs, whose nests are inter-
mixed amongst the high tufts of bog-grass. The Gulls
trample down tlie grass upon the tops of the tumps, and thus
form a place on which they deposittheir eggs, and set isolated,
each on its own little island, about a foot or more ahove Lhe
surface of the water, or swamp. Thus raised from t]m sur-
face, they are scen at a cousldemble distance, and can
equally observe the approach of an en.(,my, and cunseque.utl;
are diflicult to be shot.

Amiongst the great number we have seen in Lincolnshire
in the brecding season, not one was observed without lhe
complete dark-coloured head, and only one or two inslances
in which there were a few brown feathers on the coverts of
the wings, probably belonging to a late brood of the former
year. The eggs'weigh from nineto ten drams and a half.

As theie has been so much confusion and difference of
npinéon, with respect to this bird in its several gradations of
change, before its arrival at maturity, it may not be hmpro-
per in this place to enter more minutely into this subject
and for this purpose we cannot perhaps more effectually
remove cbscurity, then by tiznsaibing a yajer on the
subject, which we had the. pleasure to lay -before the
Linnean Socieiy, and which has been horjoured with a place
in their Transactions. ' . ‘

“From the very great confusion which scems to have
arisen in some species of the Gull tribe, occasioned by a very
considerable variation in plumage at difficrent ages and
svasons, we trust it'will not be unacceptable to this Society,

: and
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and to the critical ornithologist, if from Yong and strict atten-
tion to several of this genus, which for many years have
almost daily been presented to our view, we should endeavour
to clear away a little more of that mist which hﬁs, for se long,
a period, veiled in obscurity those birds, which are usually
known by the names of Black-headed Gull, Larus ridi-
dundus, Red-legged Gull, Larus cinerarius, Brown<headed
Gull, Larus erythropus, Brown Tern, Sterna obscura, all of
the Gmelinian system ; and the Brown Gull of the Second
Supplement to Latham’s General Synopsis,

The endeavour to elucidate any of the more obscure ob-
Jects of the création, is a claim which science has upon the
maturalist ; in our attempt, therefore, to throw light upon a
subject which has caused so many various opinions, we bev
leave to say that, from long acquaintance with the objects in
guestion, we have no scruple in asserting, that the three first, -
and the last, are without doubt, one and the same species,
and that the other has been confounded with it.

" To those who are not well acquainted with the subject, it
may appear arrogant and presumptuous to call in question the
opinions of so many respectable authors ; but we trust we
shall, from an intimate acquaintance with the bird in ques-
tion, in all its yarious changes from the young to the adult,

be able to prove, and lay before the Society, sufficient grounds
of reason for an opinion so greatly at variance with that of
$0 many more able ornithologists. |

In the Ornithological Dictionary, we thought sufﬁcnent
had been - said, under the article Gull-black-headed and red-
kgged to have cleared away the greater part of such ob-
scurity ; but we since find in the work of our estimable
friend, and one of the greatest ornithologists of the age,
which made its appearance about the same time as the for-
paer, (from which circumstance, unfortunately, no advantage
¢ou.ld be reaped from that valuable source,) that the Brown

Gul!;
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Gull, with reference tothe Brown Tern of someauthors, is there
given as adistinct species. It does not however appear, that
this author saw the bird in question, but that the description
was sent to him by a very able naturalist, our late worthy and
much to be lamented friend Mr. Boys; and a very accurate
description it is.  That the bird should have been considered
by him, as that which has been so long in obscurity under
the title of Brown Tern, as handed down to us by Ray and
Willughby, is not surprising; and that Doctor Latham
should fall into such an opinion, is not more extraordinary ;
on the contrary, it was very natural, and possibly this may
be the identical bird ; though we rather think the Brown
Tern is the young of the Common Tern, Sterna Hirunde.
But be this as it may, it becomes requisile to shew that the
bird which now stands as a distinct species in the Second Sup-
‘plement to the General Synopsis, under the title of Brown
Gull, is no other than the Black-headed Gullin its adolescent
state ; and it becomes the more necessary to clear up this
point, as it is stamped with such high ornithological authority
which might lay a foundation for more coufusion in this very
intricate class.

To poim out the errors of our friends, for whom we have
the highest regard, would, indeed be a task ill suited to our
pen, were we not from long habits of intimale friendship,
with both these gentlemen, well aware of Lhe purity of their
writings, and that nothing would afford them more pleasure
than the furtherance of science, by clearing up the doubts
existing, by well grounded facts. -'

In the former works of our friend Doctor Latham, he had
been iuduced to fall into the opinion of other authors, and
made some of the varielies of the Black-headed Gull dis-
tinct species. In his Index Ornithologicus, however, he has
very judiciously brought the Larus cinerarius and crythro-
pus of Gmelin, together with the ridibundus, as mere

/  Vvarielies
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varielies ; but suffers the Sterna obscura to remain a distinct
species, although he expresses a doubt whether it may not be
a young of some one of the Tern or Gull genus.

Thus the Dactor had cleared away much of the obscurity ;
and it only remained to restore the Brown Gull to its proper
place, as the young of the Black-headed species, and scarcely
differing in plumage from the state in which it isdescribed as
the Brown-headed,

Whether the Brown Tern of the older naturalists is a Tern
or a Gull,is perhaps a doubt ; for as the young of the for
mer do not remain wjth us long after they are capable of
flying, we cannot ascertain their several changes in plumage;
though we ought perhaps, to give them credit, and admit it
was a l'ern, but net a distinct species. Suv with respect to ihe
Brown Gull, whether it is, or is not the Brown Tern of older
authors is of no importance, as 2t any rate it is an immatured
bird, and alike ought to be expunged from the works on
ernithology as a distinct species.

Since the perusal of Doctor Latham’s last valuable work,
we sent him the bird in question, having every mark of
that described by him as the Brown Gull; and we

'belicve the Doctor is thoroughly satisfied with our observa-
tions upon it. :

It is indeed remarkable that a bird bearing such strong
marks as the Black-headed Gull, in all the changes, from the
nestling to the adult plumage, should have ever been multis
plied into so many species, as it is in its various stages readily
ascertained by the superior whiteness of many of the prime
quill feathers, especially, on the outer webs, and the greater
coverts immediately impending- them, which is very conspis
cuous when the wings are extended, and an obvious distin-
guishing mark from all others, even when flying,

In order to elucidate the subject more clearly, we shall here
subjoin a description of the several remarkable changesincis

dent



GUL

dent to the Black.headed-Gull, which a long and inlimale
acquaintance, from daily observation, has warranted usto
assert, and from which it will appear evident, that ope of those
mutations presents the jdentical pird in question, the Brown
Gull of thg Second Supplement to the General Synopsis,
In makiog any part of the history of this intricate class of
birds more clear, by endeavouring to bring them into the
limits of truly definable distinction, we do not arrogate su~
perior knowledge on the subject, except, so far as favoura-
blesituations, and strict altention to a favourite pursuit, have
conspired to develope undeniable facts, '
Without detailing the various synonyms of authors for
this bird in its several changes of plumage, we shall only have
recourse to a few quotations, particularly the Ornitholo-
gical Dictionary where references may he found under its
yarious denominations ; and to the Gexneral Synopsis as
well as te Gmelin’s Systema Nalure, for the more copious.
In order to render the subject more clear, we shall begin
with a short description of the Black-headed Gull in its first
or nestling feathers, or as it first appears on our shores, after
having qpi'tted its place of nidiﬁ;_:alidp; and trace it through
the various changes, till it arrives at full matarity, which we
are inclined to believe in this and some other of the smaller
species of the genus Larus is effected in one year; but which
in the larger species takes three or four years to accomplish,
In the first plumage, the feathers are more or less mottled
with brown and white, which in a short time afler leaving
the nest, are displaced by those which are wholly white
underneath ; the head becomes white, with an obscure spot
behind the ear; but the back, scapulars, and coverts of the
wings, confinue mottled some time longer. In this state,
therefore, it comes nearest to the description of Ray’s Brown
Tern, which had the whole under side white: the upper
brown: the wings partly brown and partly ash-colour; but
i then
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then he expressly says the head is black; a circumstance
which never occurs in this bird, while it has any brown
feathers remaining on its back, and therefore cannot be re-
ferred to. |

The second material change brings it to the Lathamian
Brown Gull of the Second Supplement to the General Sy-
nopsis, to which we refer for a comparalive description ;
and which so exactly accords with the followiny, taken frori
a recent specimen killed on the 14th of February, on purpose
to send to Dr. Latham, that there can be no doubt of their
being the same.

Length, thirteen inches and a half ; breadth, thirty seven :
weight, eight ounces and three quarters, The bill one inch
and a quarter in length to the feathers on the forehead ; the
base Ted-orange, tip dusky-black : irides dusky: a black
spot at the anterior corner of the eye ; another behind the
ear: crown of the head motiled dusky and white ; forehead,
and all the under parts white: back, scapulars, greater co-
verts of the secondary quills, and seme of the upper series of
the smaller ones near the shoulder grey : several rows of the
middle series of the coverts brown, edged with dull white:
the two first prime quills are white, margined on ‘both webs
with black ; in the third the .white increases on the outer mar.
gin, ard the black at the tip; and at the fifih feather the
white part becomes pale grey, and the dark part increases
on the inner web, and becomes more dusky : secondary quills
dusky near their ends, margined with grey: tertials brown :
the feathers of the spurious wing are dusky, slightly lipped
with white; the ridge of the wing below that, and the three
or four larger coverts adjoining, are wholly while ; the rest
of the grealer coverts impeuding Lhe prime quills, more or less
brown : the outer feather of the tail quite white; the next
ivitl} two dusky-brown spots at the tip ; the rest white, tipped
will the same for rather more than haif an inch, the ends
slightly ed_ged vnlh dirty-white : legs and fect dull oranges
:ed. gl ‘T'he
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The next change brings it to the Brown.headed Gull.—
Lath. Syn. vi. p. 383. Larus erythropus, Gmel. Syst. ii. p.
597. Larus ridibundus, Ind. Orn. ii. p. 812 ; and in thé
Ornithological Dictionary will be found under Gull-brown-
headed, to refer to Gull-black-headed.  In this there is no
mateérial difference from the last, except that the legs have
attained their perfect colour (red), and the head assumes
more of the dusky, or brown feathers than usual; while the
middle coverts of the wings retain the mottled brown, and
the tail the dusky bar at the end. This, though we consider
it as an irregular change, may be admiited as an unusual va.
riation in the gradations commonly observed ; for scarcely an
instance is to be found but where the brown scapulars, and
middle series of the wing coverts, are changed for those of
grey, and the tail becomes wholly white before the head is
much covered with dusky feathers, or the legs become
more than reddish. ,

The fourth change is that which has been generally known
by the title of the Red-legged Gull.  Lath. Syn. vi. p, 381.
Larus cinerarius, Gmel Syst. ii. p. 597. Larus ridibun<

~dus Ind. Orn. . p. 812, ver. B, ; and in the Orn. Diction.
is described as Gull-red-legzed, with reference to Gull-black-
headed. In this change, which brings it so near to maturity,
we find a very material difference ; for not only the scapulars
and coverts of the wings are become grey, but the bar at the
" end of the tail is lost, and that part assumes a pure white ;
the legs and bill also become of a fine purplish-red ; these
last, however, grow darker as the spring advances, and the
black increases on the head, a circumstance peculiar to the
breeding season, when that colour spreads over the whole
head, taking in the throat; and in this, the most perfect or
adult state, it is the Black-headed Giull, Larus ridibundus.
It should however be chserved that this most perfect stale of
plumage disappears in the autumnal mouliing, and the bird

re-appears
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re.appears in that which characterised it as the Red-legged
Gull; and these mutations take place every summer and
winler; in the former all have the black head; in the latter
season none. _

Having now traced the Black-headed Gull through its va-
rious stages of plumage, after long experience and investiga-
tion, we trust that the numerous synonyms will, in future,
be concentred to one species, Larus ridibundus,

GULL-BLACK-TOED. Larus crepidatus,
Bewick Br. Birds, t. p. 236.

PROVINCIAL.
Dung-Bird. Boalswain.

Mr. Dickinsen informs us that Larus crepidatus has been
shotat Tong, in Shropshire.

From Lord Stanley we learn that a specimen was shot
near Liverpool in the year 1808, and is now preserved in his
Lordship’s museum.

Mr. Neill, Secretary to the Wernerian Natural History So-
ciety, of Edinburgh, assures us that several Black-toed G ulls
were taken off the Bell rock in the last winter. © These he ob-
served did not agree with Pennant’s or our description, but
exactly wiih that of Bewick, the description of which we
shall here insert, for the sake of making some observatious.

¢ The bill is of a lead- colour dark at the point, from which
to the brow it is little more than an inch in length: the nos-
trils are placed near the nail or tip, in a kind of cere not
much unlike that of the Skua Gull. The whole upper and
under plamage is dark-brown, each feather slightly edged
and tipped with ferrnginous: the greater wing-coverts, and
the first and secondary quills are dusky, and more distinctly
tipped with rusty spots. The lail consists of twelve feathers,
the two middle ones longer than the rest; itis of the same

colour as the quills, except at the concealed part of its root,
which
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which is white. The legs are slender, and of a lead-colour;
the thighs and part of the juin‘ and the toes black ; the webs
are of the same colour, excepting a small space between the
first joints of the toes, which is white.”

The bird from which Mr. Bewick’s figure and description
were taken weighed only eight ounces, but was very lean; its
length was sixteen inches and a half, and its breadth three feet
four inches. This specimen was shot on the coast of Durham
on the first of October, 1800.

When it is recollected how much variation there is in the
plumage, and even in the colour of the bill and legs of all the
tribe of Gulls at different ages, and in different seasons; when
we have considered the adverse opinion of olher writers con=
cerning the actual species of this genus, and that no less than
four have been madé out of one, as we have lately noticed of
the Black-headed Gull ; and that most other species have
been divided into two or more, as season or age produced a
variation of plumage, it will not be surprising if Larus cre=
pidatus and parasiticus should prove to be the same species.

We have collated the present subject in other writers, and
compared the different descriptions, habitat, and other cir-
cumstances, and are led to suspect that this supposed rare
species of Gull is in fact no other than a variety of the
Arctic Gull. This opinion will perhaps astonish some of onr
Ornithological readers, but it must be recollected that others
as apparently distinct have been traced through all their
changes, and at last defined to be the same species. Tljat the
bird here described from Bewick, and those mentioned by
Mr. Neill, which have been considered as the Black-toed Gully
are in fact no other than the Arctic we have very lilile doubt.
It will be observed that the size of these twa supposed species
are nearly similar, the bill of similar coustruction, covered
with a cere, and the feet of both more or less black.  Theic
habits of pursuing other Gulls to make thew disgorge are the

sa' e,
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tame, The superior length of the tail in the Arctic Gull
creates no objection to our supposition, for the birds of the
first year certainly do not possess this character; and proe
bably the oldbirds for some months after their annual moult-
ing, have not the two middle feathers much longer than the
rest, a circamstance we have mnoticed in our domesticated
Pin-tail Ducks. Upon the whole therefore we really suspect
these two birds are one species.

The few Black-toed Gulls that have been shot in England
have been after the breeding season. Thosc from which the oris
ginal descriptions were taken appear to have had only a part of
the foot black, and no tuention is made of the thigh and knee
being of that colour. In Bewick’s bird, not only those parts
but the whole foot i8 black : and ir the specimen of Arctie
Gull now before us, the black on the foot extends on the leg
as high as the back toe ; and on the thigh extends rather be-
Jow the khee.  These are incidental circumstances changing
with age and season. The inclination to the long feathers in
the tail of the black-toed Gull is noticed by all authors; that
described in the British Zoology had those feathers an inch
longer than the others : those in Bewick’s bird, killed in the
autumn, bad those feathers somewhat longer than the rest,
We shall now leave this matter to some of our North British
naluralists, whose situation may enable them to trace every
change in the Larus parasiticus, aseffected by age and season,
and we trust that our conjectures will be found to be correct,

GULL-BROWN. Vide Gull.black-headed, and
Gull-Skua,

GULL-COMMON. Larus canus.
Bewick Br. Birds. ii. t. p. 218.

This, like most others of the Gull genus, has been multi-
plied iato (wo or three species, especially into what has been
termed
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termed the Winter Gull Larus hybernus, the synonyms of |
which should therefore be brought together with Larus canus.

We have had this species alive for some years, and observed
that when it had attained its full mature plumage, in lhe se-
cond year the head and neck is pure white during the summer,
but like the Herring Gull those parts become streaked, and
spoited with brown in the autumn, which is continued all the
winier, and in the spring become again pure white,

This species, in defect of fish or worms, will, when pressed
by hunger, pick up grain.

It is almost inconceivable that so small’a bird should be
able to stow within its body an Eel of a foot in lengils, but it
is a fact we have frequently witnessed. None of the tribe seem
to disgorge more readily on being alarmed than this; no
effort appears requisite, but a reversion, or contraction of
the stomach takes place if in the least frightened, and the
compleat meal is regurgitated, and as speedily swallowed
again when the fright is over.

GULL-HERRING. Larus fuscus,
Bewick Br. Birds. ii. p. 214.

Itis well known that the young of this bird in the first year
is mottled all over with brown and white, and no change is
made till the autumn of the second year, when the back and
scapulars become - cinereous-grey; the rest of the plumage
continuing as before : the bill rémains dusky : the irides get
somewhat lighter. At the second moultiug the bird begins
.to change the colour of the bill, the base becoming yellow:
the irides paler : the head, neck, and under parts of the body
white, streaked with dusky: the wings still mottled brown,
with a few grey feathers : the tail motiled, and wilh the tez=
minal bar as at first,  Afler the third moulting, or at four
years old, or little more; thatis about the month of December,
the same Gull from which these observations were taken, was

not
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not matared, the head and neck streaked with duskv, and
the tail was marked with a little dusky down the shafts of
the middle feathers, This last may be said to be now the only
immatured part of the plumage, since the head and neck in
adults, always become streaked in the winter; but in the
following summer, some of these streaks werc retained. In
the autumn following, at five years old, the tail was perfected,
and the streaks increased on the head and neck as they should
do at that season. In the succeeding spring the head and
neck became pure white, and nothing remained to be per~
fected but the point of the bill which wasa little dusky.

This Gull is now living and in high health, being thirteen
years old. It begins moulting about the middle of August,
when it annually assumes the mottled head and neck ; and
about the middle of February, the partial spring moulling
commences, the mottled feathers are discharged, and suc-
ceeded by pure white.

This bird has the range of the lawn, but usually takes its
station at the kitchen window when huuncer presses. When
the weather is mild and the ground muoist, it is amnsing to
observe its method of catehing worms, by a perpetual tramp-=
ling upon the same spot, turning about in all directions, and
eagerly examining for those thatrise out of the ground, which
are instantly seized, and the same work is renewed. Similar
mweans are frequently used by fishermen to procure worms
for bait; butit could hardly be conceived that the slight
pressure or concussion, occasioned by the trampling of so
small a body as a Gull, should force the worms from their
retreat, but suchis the fact. Thus, where man is directed by
reason to procure the object of his searcl, this bird as success-
fully obtains it by iostinet, In the summer it is equally
amusing to see this bird catch chaffers, Scarabezus meloluntha
and solstitialis, and the common large black Beetle Scara-

‘ beus
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baus stercorarius, which fly aboul in the dusk of the
evening throughout the summer months. These are most
dexterously canght, if within reach of a flirt with mutilated
wings,

At four years old, its piercing and inharmonious cry became
incessant in the spring, from which it may be inferrzd that
at that age this species usually begin to breed, and ours being
probably a male, its clamour proceceded from the common
impulse of nature.

We cannot close this account of a favouritle domesticated
animal, without remarking the several accidents that have
befallen it, which prove its hardy nature. It was first
obtaived by a shot in the wing, which obliged half the wing
to he amputated. A few years since the bone of the ‘thigh
was broken by some accident close to the body, and as no art
could set the fractured bone in such asitnation, it was left to
nature, and in two or three months it united, and the limb
perfectly restored to action. And lalely, by some unaceoun-
table means, the wing which was before mutilated, received
a compound fracture close to the body, and as it was im-
possible for nature to form an union of the bone ina limb so
situated, and on which the wind had so much power, we
determined on amputation, having first applied a ligature just
above the part taken off, suffering the ligature to continue;
and without any other assistance lhe poor bird is perfectly
recovered.

Before we lcave the Listory of this species, we cannot help
remarking that, none but closet naturalists could possibly have
jumbled with this, either of the Black-backed Gulls, by
supposing either, or both, to be only differing in sex,

It has been our principal object Lo oblain facts, by attenda
ing to these ereatures in their native haunts, and strictly inves-
tigating their mauners and habits, and can therefore sneak
pithout doubt as to the identity of themr gll as perfeaily

' distinct,
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distinct.  There are fifty Herring Gulls to one of the Lesser
Black-backed ; and five hundred at least, perhaps a thousand
to one pf the Larger Black-backed Gulls. But will de-

termined sceptics be convinced, though we assure them that
by dissection, we have found both sexes in the three specics ?

GULL-LESS.BLACK-BACKED. Larus argentatus.

In the late Leverian Museum there were two of these
birds,one of them retaining a few brown feathers in the
‘smaller coverts, the other perfect. These were erroncously
marked as males of the Herring Gull; and this probably led
oilers into the sawme error.

~ Mr. Bewick has not given this species a separate place in
his British Birds, but has figured and described Ahe Great
Black-backed species; the leading characters of which, inde-
pendent of the vast disproportion of size, are properly stated ;
the black spot in the middle of the orange on the projecting
at':gie of the lower mandible, and the flesh-coloured legs,
are invariable specific characters in the matured state of that
bird.

In the species of Lesser Black-backed Gull, the bill is
ever destitute of the black spot within the yellow ; aud the
legs are immutably yellow, when the plumage has arrived at
maturity. Both these species pass throu‘gh the several changes,
and are equally as long arriving at maturity as the Herring
Gull. ' ,

If what we hawve offered upon the subject of Gulls be at-
tended to, we flalter ourselves every DBritish specics may be
clearly identified in every change of plumage, and at all ages,
except those of the Ierring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls in
their first, and perhaps second years dress, at which time they
are not to be discriminated from each other,

GLULL
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GULL-SKUA. Larus calarractes. -
Skua or Brown Gull. Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 233.

PROVINCIAL.
Bonxie.

The only instance we are furnished with, of this species
being observed in the south of England, is ove that was shot
at Sandwich, in Kent, in the winter of 1800, the head and
legs of which were sent te us for examination by Mr. Boys.

We are informed by Mr. Fleming that the Skua breeds ia
Ponas-hill, and Foulah in Zetland, and that there is no dise
tinctien of plumage in the sexes. That which was described
in the former part of this work, we suspect bad not arrived at
full maturity, as we have_since had a specimen that is plaia
rusty-brown in the parts where that had the feathers margined
with ferruginous, and scarcely any appearance of ash-coloar
about the head. The remarkable hooked talons, especially
that of the inner toe, seems to indicate a habit anusual ia
the Gull tribe, which generally swallow their prey whole.
It is reasonable however to conclude, from the great
strength, and semi-circular shape of the inner claw, that this
bird frequently holds its prey under its feet, and tearsit
in pieces.

GULL-TARROCK. Larus tridactylus.
All the synonyma of this bird should be counected with the.

Kittiwake Larus Rissa of Linnzus, being only the immatured
young of that species,

GULL-WAGEL.

This appellation has been assigned to several species of the
genus. in their mottled infant plumage; and as there is no
such bird claiming specific distinction, it should be erased as
such, frum the pages of Ornithology. GULL
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GULL-WINTER, Larus hibernus.

We have before stated, that as this is nothing more than
the young of the Cummon Gull Larus canus in ao inter-
mediate change of plumage, between that of the nestling and
the adult, all the synonyma should be connected with that
species. '

HARLE. Dr. Barry considers the Harle of the Orkanies to
be the Goosander. Mr. Fleming says, the Harle-duck of
Zelland is the Dundiver. Mr. Neill thinks it is the Red-
breasted Mergauser, thatis so czlled in Orkney ; but it is
probable, all have been so denominated by the natiye
islanders.

HAWK-GOS. Falco pslumbariug.
Latb. Syn. Sup. ii, p. 37.
Bewick Br. Birds, 1. t. p. 24,

Doctor Latham says, this bird is common in the forests in
Germany, where itremains the whole year, preying on various
kinds of large and small game, amongst others geese, from
whence probably the name of Goose-hawk or Goshawk.
Said to be found in abundance in the Azores islands, and by
some supposed to have given the name thereto, as azor, in
. the Spanish tongue slgniﬁes a Gos'ha“;k.

In Thornton’s Highland Tour, menlion is made of a young
Goshawk being sent to bim from a neighbouring laird tg
Raitgs, his sporting seat on the river Spey.

This author fu?t_h’er informs us, that he was anxious to
make this Hawk managable, as the English breed of this
species had never been tried, at least no mention of such was
to be found in the history of falconry : but we are pot in-
formed whether lie succc.eded,' .

In another part of the same work, we are told, that io the

M3 forest
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forest formed by Glenmoor and Rothermurcos, (an asylum
for Stags and Roebucks) are some aeries of Goshawks, some
of which were seen by the author.

The Colonel (to whom. we are under obligations for
personal information on the subject) says, the Goshawk flies
at the bolt, and the Falcon is excellent for Hares, Rabbits,
Herons, and Wild-Ducks ; the Tercel for game : and adds,
that this species is a short winged Hawk, being in the same
proportion to 2 Sparrow-Ilawk (of which kind it is) asa
Falcon is to a Merlin. The Goshawk takes its prey near
the ground, (for it cannot mount) and has great speed for a
short distance, If its game takes refuge, there it waits
patiently on a tree, or a stone, until the game, pressed by
hunger, is induced to move ; and as the Hawk is capable of
greater abstinence, it generally succeeds in taking it. ¢ [
flew a Goshawk (says the Colonel) at a Pheasant without
this park (Thornville Royal), it got into cover, and we lost
the Hawk : at ten o’clock next morning, the falconer found
her, and just as he had lifted her, the Pheasant ran, and rose.”

‘Thus we obtain a most excellent account of the nature and
habits of this bird, from a gentleman,-whose celebrity in the
field of sports stands unrivallzd in this, or perhaps in any
other country ; and who (so long in the practice of falconry)
had opportunities of obtaining some parts of the natural
history of the Falcon trike and ether birds, which was not
to be obtained by other meaus.

HAWK-SPARROW. Falco Nisus,
New Holland Sparrow=Ilawk, Lath. Syn, Sup ii, p. 51,
Bewick Br. Birds, 1. t, p. 28. *
Orn. Danmo. t. 1.

That from New Holland is according to the observations
of Doctor Latham, somewhat larger, and darker coloured
than ours, We
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We have been informed that one of this species in pursuit
of a pigeon, which, to save ilself, flew in ata window that
was open, was followed by the Hawk, who perceiving (it is
supposed) the representalion of the Pigeon in a mirror on the
opposite side of the room, dashed at it, broke the glass, and
was killed by the Dblow.

A very particular friend informed us, he had a brood of
young Ducks of a favourite breed upon his bowling-green,
and that he lost one daily, until nine out of twelve had been
taken, notwithstanding every means had been resorted to for
ihe destruction of the enemy. Cats, Rats, and other four-
footed depredators were suspected, and traps were set, and
sentinels posted at different times.  As this daring robbery
was committed in mid-day, and generally about the same
time, the gentleman, who was a goed shot, took his tour of
duty to watch, and at last detected the thief just as he had
seized the tenth Duck, znd shot him as he was flying over
the opposite wall ; it proved to be a Sparrow-Hawk.

This species has much of the nature of the Goshawk, and
wants only the power of that bird to be equally formidable to
the feathered tiibe. Like that bird it flies low, skims over
hedges and walls, aud thus enters a farm-yard or a chicken-
court, snatches up a young one, and is again out of sig!it
before the mother of the brood can, by her well-known cry
of alarm, call them under her protection. Thus are young
broods often diminished, as it were, by magic art, and few
suspect the real plunderer.

HEATHER-BLEATER. Vide Snipe-common.
HEATH-THROSTLE. Vide Throstle and Ouzel-ring.
HEDGE-CHICKER. Vide Wheatear,

HEGRIE or SKIP-HEGRIE. Vide Heron-common.
HEN-HARRIER. Falco cyaneus,

Lin. Trans, ix. p. 182.
Bewick Br, Birds, t. ts p. 34 Ringtail,
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Ringtail, Bewick Br. Birds, 1. t. p. 36.

PROVINCIAL.
Katabella.

Having (in a parer laid before the Linnean Sociely, and
which has been published in the ninth vol. of their Trans-
actions) most clearly, and by the most incontrovertible facts,
proved, that the Hen-Harrier, Falco cyancus, and Ringtail,
Falco Pygargus, are actually the same species, we can-
not submit our reasons for such an opinion in this place in
a more explicit manner, than by transcribing such part of the
puper in question, as will most fully elacidate the subject.

About the latter end of June, in the year 1805, my friend
Mr. Vaughai informed me, that his servant had found the
nest of a Hen-Harrier in some furze, which contzined three
voung, and an addled egg ; at this time the infant birds were
very small, aud only covered with white down® it was thero-
fore determined to take them as soon as we deemed them
sufficiently laige to be brought' up by hand: when that
period arrived, the servant was directed to shoot one, and if
possible Dboth of the old birds, preuoucl) to his’ bcarmg
away what was counsidered a prize of no small value.

On the return of theé man with the young, lie brought with
him also the Hen-Harrier, which he assured us he had, under
concealment in the furze, shot in the act of dropping a
thirush into the nest, while the female (as lie seemed to con.
siler the other, aud which he described to be 'a brown
Hawk) was covering the young. He afterwards shot at, aud
wounded the fe male, but could not obtain her.

Strong as this persons evidence was in our minds, yet
it cuuve;ul no more to the pubhc wind than “hal hiad
been 80 rtpeatec‘]y asserted on snmliar dulhonty k bemv
however, i possession of the aerle, the means were in our
pu\\ ev of fui!y dctﬂrmuum the pmut in qucstwn, and to
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enable me to obsecrve and note the changes that might take
place in the p!umafre, I undertook lhe care of the whole
brood.

At this time the two Jargest had fhrown out many feathers,
sufficient to discover the plumage of the ringtail approaching :
the other by its apppearance, must have been hatched much
Tater. In about a month it was evident from size, that their
was but one male, so that all my hopes rested on this single
life. As they became full fealhered, there was at first no
distinction in plumage, but the eyes of the supposed male
werealways lighter than those of the others, whose irides were
so dark, as not to be distinguished at a small distance from
tie pupil. In thedress of the Ringtail, the whole continued
through the winter, when the one which had been weakly
from the first, died : this circumsiance induced me to force
a premature change in some of the quill and tail feathers of
the others, fearing some accident might frustrate my earnest
desire of bringing the matter to a decisive proof, and about
the middle of June, I was highly gratified, by discovering an
appearance of the new feathers, in the place of those which
fiad been plucked out, that clearly evinced the smaller bird
to be a Heu.Herrier,‘aud the larger a Ringtail.

Thus I had compelled nature’ to disclose her secrets before
the appomted time; for in every other respect their plumage
was yet similar, excepting about the sides of the face, which
were paler in colour in the former; in which also the irides
were of a dull yellow, somewhat mottled, whereas in the
latter they still continued dark.

The shyness of these Hawks had occasioned their breaking
most of their larger feathers, although in a place ten feet in
leugth, by five in width; and as their regular moulling sea-
son was advancing, they were turned into a garden sur-
rounded by a wall, where, after some llme, the female died
uf the cramp in her legs.
‘ The
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The male had about the 20th of July, thrown out many
of the new feathers naturally, especially the greater coverts
of the wings, and a few grey feathers in different parts of the
body. On the 20th of August, the greater part of the quill
and lail feathers were grown to their full length, and a gradual
increase of grey feathers appeared on most other parts: the
eyes also became more orange; but it was not till the middie
of October that it had attained that state, which made it
desirable to be retained as an existing fact of the change;
it was then killed and is now in my museam.

In this state. the plumage of the Riugtail or female still
remains aboul the neck, the smaller coverts of the wings, the
thighs, and part of the belly, iutermixed with the male
plumage : the top of the head and wreath have also a mixture
of the feathers of both sexes : the quills, scapulars, and tail,
are completcly masculine; in the last of these are a few
small broken bars of cinereous-brown on a white ground,
in the three outer feathers, the exterior margins cinereous-
grey; the six middle feathers are almost wholly grey, and
the markings are very obscure beneath.

From the account here given of the Hen-Harrier, it is
quite clear that the change of plumage is effected in the
autumn of the year after it leaves the nest, and not in the
same year ; and as it is between three and four months in the
act of moulting, it is certainly very extraordinary that so few
instances have occurred of ils being kiiled in that state which
might have been decisive. That such has been taken is evi-
dent by the description of Falco Hudsonius of authors, which
is doubtless this bird in change of plumage.

I have now only to remark that the nest of this bird was
composed of sticks rudely put together, was nearly flat, and
placed on some fallen branches of furze that supported it
Jjust above the ground. The ezg is a little inferior in size to
that of the Moor Buzzard, and similar in shape and colour.”

HERON.COMMON.



HER

HERON-COMMON. Ardea major.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 303.
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. 1. p. 37.

,  PROVINCIAL,
Hegrie or Skip-hegrie, Heronsewgh,

Notwithstanding the great length of the neck of this bird,
it possesses only sixteen verlibral-joints ; and a Ring-Ouzel
we examined had thirteen.

This species was undoubtedly much more numerous for<
merly than it is at present : it was in the times of falconry
cqnsidered as royal game, and a severe penal stalute enacted
for its preservation. In the present day it is however suffi-
ciently common, as may be observed by the list of Heronries
given in the second Supplement to the General Synopsis of
. Birds; to which we could add many more.

It is a matter of astonishment to observe the distance this
bird is sometimes seen, in the breeding season, from any
known community, for like the Rook they usually congregate
for the purpose of nidification.

We Imve not Leard of any other Heronry in the West of
England than that at Pixton, the seat of Lord Carnarvon, and
one or two others, yet we have seen Herous more than thirty
miles from either of thesc in the height of the breeding season,
without being able to discover any nearer place where they
resort to breed. From this circumstance, which is equally
applicable to many other species, it may be fairly inferred
that some, either from youth, age, or defect, are annually
sterile,

Doctor Heysham has given a singular account of a baltle
royal between a colony of Herons, and a neighbouring one of
Rooks ; the former having been deprived of their antient
premises by the destruction of the trees, made an attempt to
form a seltlement in the Rookery, which was effected afler

an
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an obstinate contest, in which some on both sides lost their
lives ; but after a second victory of the Herops, in the fol-
lowing year, a truce was agreed upon, and both societies
lived in harmony together. A more particular account of
this is transerjbed into Mr. Bewick’s history of British Birds.

HERON-FRECKLED. Ardea lentiginosa.

The species of this genus are numerous, and subjeet to
considerable variation, so that at present many are in great
obscuut). The sexes too in some species are greatly dis-
similar, which adds to the difﬁ'cully' of idenlifyinrr them,

In England there are but two species known to breed,
but a few others accidentally wander and swell the catalogue
of Biitish Birds, without enabling us to ellucidate much of
their patural history. Thus we have the Ardea Caspica,
Gardeni, and comata, of which little more is known, than
that some species of Heron, supposed to be these, have, from
a sm"le instance, had their names recorded, without even a '
description by which they mmht be identified in future.

The species now before us, shot in the west of Encrland
does not in the least accord wnh the descnphons of either of
those before mentioned, nor mdeed suﬁicxeully with any we
can find descnbed to “arrant a reference, or to ass:gn it any
synonyms at present, tlmu;,h itis probable it may prove a
sexual distinction only of some species obscure]y known,

The length is about twenty-lhree inches. Bill two inches
and lhree-quarters long to the feathcrs on the forehead rather
slender, and both mandibles equally turned to form the point ;
the upper part of the superior mandible dusk), sides and
lower mandible greenish yellow. The head is very small ; the
crown is chocolate-brown, shaded to a dull yellow at the
nape, where the feathers are much clongaled the chin and
throat white, witli a row of brown feathers down the x:mddle -
al the base of the lower mandible commences a black ‘mark

that
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that increases on the upper part of the neck on each side, and
is two inches or more in length; the cheeks are yeflowisf:,-
with an obscure dusky line at the corner of the eye; the fea.
thers on the neck are long and broad, with their webs partly
unconnected ; those in front are pale dull yellow, with broad
chesnut streaks formed by each feather having one web of
each colour, margined, however, with dull yellow on the
chesnut side ; some feathers have the dark mark in the mid-
dle, especially the lower oncs; Llhese are all loose as in the
Common Bittern ; those at the bottom of the neck four inches
long, and hang pendant below the breast: the hind neck
is bare, and the feathers that fall over that part are pale
yellow-brown : the feathers on the breast are also long, and
of a fine chocolate-brown, glossed with purple, and margined
with dull yellow : belly and sides the same, but not quite so
bright, the brown marks becoming speckled : the vent and
under tail-coverts yellowish-white : the back and scapulars
are chocolate-brown with paler margins, minutely speckled
and glossed with a tinge of purple in some particular lights :
the coverts of the wings dull yellow, darkest in the middle
of each feathcr, the margins prettily speckled: the first and
second order of quills, their greater coverts, and the alula
spuriez dusky lead-colour, with a cinereous dash ; the pri-
maries very slightly tipped with brown; the secondaries,
and the greater coverts, tipped more deeply with the same,
and prettily speckled on the light part; the tertials cor-
respond with the lower order of scapulars, which have their
margins chesnut, with small dusky lines and spots: the tail
is short, and in colour similar to the tertials: the wings whean
closed do not reach to the end of the tail: the legs are three
inches and three-quarters in length from the heel to the knee :
the toes long and slender, the middle one, including the claw
(which is three-quarters of an inch in length, and pectinated
on the inner side) is as long as the leg; the claws are not
much
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much hooked, but the hind one most so, and by far the
longest ; their colour dusky brown. The colour of the
legs, and bare space above the knee, (which last is about an
inch) appears lo have been greenish.

“The bird from which this description is taken, was shot by
Mr. Cunningham, in the parish of Piddletown, in Dorsetshire,
in the antumn of 1804. This gentleman relates, that when
in pursuit of some Pheasants, amongst the high banks, between
the broad ditches of some rich water meadows, about half a
mile distant from the river Froome, this bird rose, and hLe
shot it. Mr. Cunningham further remarks, that its flight was
rather rapid, and thatit made a noise something like the tap
on a drum, which induced him to believe it was the common
Bittern, and as such sent it to Colonel George, of Penryn in
Cornwall, who at that time was making a collection of birds.

At the time Colonel George disposed of his collection, this
bird was marked in the catalogue Ardea minuta, and was
purchased for us as such, and is now in our colleclion. Thus
an extremely rare and unknown bird in England, and appa-
rently a nondescript, has been rescued by accident from
oblivion.

Upon a communication with Colonel George on the subject,
he was so obliging as to procure us the particulars from his
friend Mr, Cunningham, whose account was most satisfactory,
and amply detailed; from which the substance has been
extracted as far as relates to the natural history of the bird.

The bird was quite fresh when it arrived at Penryn, and
was badly prepared by a foreigner, who did not nolice the
sex ; the plumage is however in good preservation.

Our astonishment was very considerable at receiving this
bird for the Liltle Bittern, to which it is no ways allied either
in size or colour. Tt is in its general appearauce, more like the
Common Bittern, but not much more than Lalf the sise,
aud the plumage altogether much darker, and the markings

extremely
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extremely different : but we are not surprised thal a sports.
men should be mistaken in supposing it to be the Common
Bittern, if he had not before noticed the very superior size
of that species. '

We at first thought this bird might be a different sex of
the drdee Gardeni, but upon thorough investigalion we do
nct find any information to induce that opinion. ~ Nor is it in
the least like the female Nycticoraz in plumage ; the shape of
the bill, the toes, and the claws, are quite different. In fact,
we are at present unable to refer this bird to any kuown
species, and yet it'is probably a female of socme one already
described perhaps of Ardea ferrugz'néa, or casiania, both of
which are European species, but their sexual dislinction not
clearly ascertained.

Under these circumslances a specific title became necessary;
and we trust the figure, which accompaniesla full description
of the bird, will render it impossible to confound the species,
wherever it may hereafter be discovered.

JIIERON.GARDENIAN. Ardea Gardeni.

We are informed by the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, that the
Gardenian Heron noticed in the fifth vol. of Linnean
Transactions, as haviug been shot by him, was in fact killed
by Lord Kirkwall, as it sat upon a tree, near Thame in
Oxfordshire, to which it had retired probably after feeding by
the side of the adjacent river Thames. Mr. Dickinson re-
marks that he first ascertained the species ana sent intorma-
tion of it to the Linnean Society, 7This gentleman further
remarks that the description given by Brisson, is by far the
most accurate with regard to the specimen in question,

Doctor Latham assures us that he had an account from the
late Mr., Pennant, of a Heron that was shot near Cliefden,
Bucks, in 1797, that exactly answers to the Gardenian Heron,

m
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~ in the Planches Finluminé, No, 939. The whole ‘colour of

the plumage dusky, the feathers mostly streaked with white.
HERON-GREAT-WHITE. Ardea Alba.

A white Heron made its appearance on the borders of the
river Avon, in Devonshire, in the autumn of the year 1805,
where it was frequently observed in company with three or.
four of the common specics, and sometimes alone. The
Rev. Mr. Vaughan, who had frequent opportunities of ob-
serving it, and used every means to procure it, thinks, from
its apparently superior size, it must huve been Ardea alba, and
not a lusus variety of Ardea major; but its extreme wariness
disappointed the many attempts to shoot it, although it con-
tinued within the range of a few miles for two months.

HERON-LITTLE-WHITE.
Ardea mquinoctialis. Lin. Syst. 1. p. 240,

Gmel. Syst. 11. p. 641, Ind. Orn.ii. p. 696 No. 70.
Ardea candida Bris. v. p. 435, 18.—Id. 8vo. ii. p. 324,
Ardea candida minor Bris. v. p.438. 20. Id. 8vo.ii.p. 325. 3
Ardea mexicana candida Bris. v. p. 437. 19. Id. 8vo.

11, p. 324.

'Le Crabier blanc 4 bec. rouge Buf. vii. p. 401.
1a Garzette blanche Buf. vii. p. 371.
- Ardea alba tertia Raii. Syn. p. 99. 6:=Id. p. 102. 22.—

Will, p. 206.—Id. Angl. p. 280.

Little white Heron, Lath.Syn. v. p. 93 and 94. A. B.—

Cat. Car. i. t. 77,—Arct. Zool. ii. No. S345.—Lin.
Trans. ix. p. 197.

We had the honor of announcing this species for the first
time as Brilish, in the Transactions of the Linnean Society,
a female having been shot near Kingsbridge, the latter end -
of October, 1805, and was placed in our collection by a

geatleman
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gentleman to whom we are obliged Upon many similar occa-
sions, Mr. Nicholas Luscombe of that place.

‘I'helength is about Iwenty inches : the bill twoinches long
to the feathers on the forehead, and of an orange yellow : the
lore and orbits the same : iriles pale yellow. The whole
plumage is snowy-white, except the crown of the head, and
the upper part of the neck before, which are buff: legs three
inches and a half long, and one inch and a balf bare space
above the knee; these parts are nearly black with a tinge of
green ; the toes aud claws are of the same colour, the middle
claw pectinated,

The skin was of a very dark colour, almost black, so that
on the cheeks and sides of the neck, where the feathers are
thin, it is parlly seen, or at least gives a dingy shade to the
white plumage of those parts.

On the back of the head Lhe feathers are a trifle elongated,
but scarcely to be called a crest; on the lower part of the
neck before, the feathers are more elongated, and though not
slender, hang detached over the upper part of the breast :
the tail when closedis in a slight degree forked, and so short
as to be entirely covered by the wings when folded.

This elegant little species of Heron had been seen for several
days in the same field attending some cows, and picking up
insccts, which were found in its stomach, It was by no
means shy, but suffered a bungling marksman to fire twice
before he could kill it.

The situation where it was shot is the southernmost pro-
montory of Devon very near the coast, between the Start and
the Prawl.

This specimen appears to be allied to that variety found
at Bologna in Italy, which is described to have the top of
the head and neck nearly of a saffron-colour ; the breast the
mame, but paler; perhaps a sexual distinction. The legs
in that variety are said to be saffron.colour; it must

N bovwever,



HER

howerer, he recollected, that the colour of the fleshy parts,
as well as the plummage sometimes depend on age. Other
varieties of this species are found in Carolina and Mexico,
and other parts of America ; and at Jamaica,

HERON.NIGHT. Ardea Nycticorax,
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 43.

We are informed by Lord Upper Ossory, that this species
was shot! on the border of the river Ouze, in the year 1791,
a few miles from Ampthill, and that it is now in his Lordship’s
museum. [kt is remarkable too, that this bird was killed in
the summer. A male specimen in our ccllection, has the
back and scapulars of a fine dark glossy grecn ; the middle
claw is serrated.

HERONSEWGH. Vide Heron-common,
HERON-SGUACCO.
Ardea comata Ind, Orn. ji. p.687 39 y.
Lin. Traus. ii. p. 335 (Lambert).
Sguacco Heron, Lath, Syn. v. p. 74. 39. Var. B.
1d. Sup. ii. p. 302.

Doctor Latham has given a Heron wilk the above syneo«
nyms, which he suspects to be a variety, or sexual difference
from the Sguacco Heron; and adds, that one of the usual
sort was shot at Bovton, in Wiltshire, by Mr. Lambert, in
1775. Itappearsto be the

Sguacco Raii. Syn. p. 99. 8.—Will. p. 381. 8.

Le Crabier Jaune. Bris. Orn. v. p, 472. 37.

Le Guaceo, Buf. vii. p. 392.

Mention is made in theminutes of vol. iii. of the Linnean
Transactions, that Mr. Lambert presented a drawing of a
bird of this species, April 4th, 1797, which was shot at
Boyton, as before mentioned.

‘The size is nearly that of a Crow : bill livid-red with a

brown
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brown tip : Jore greenish : irides yellow : crown of the head
much crested, siy of the feathers hanging quite down to the
back ; these are narrow and white, murgined with black: the
peck and breast pale ferruginous: the feathers on the first
very long and loose: back ferruginous, inclining to violet,
and furnished with long narrow feathers, which reach beyond
the wing when closed, and fall over them : wings, rump, tail,
belly, and vent white ; the tail pretty long : legs stout, of a
greenish yellow : claw of the middle toe serrated within,

This elegant species inhabits the southern deserts and bogs
of the Caspian Sea. Is found also in ltaly about Bologna,
from whence the one here mentioned probably strayed.

RHIOGGA. Vide Auk-razor-bill.
HOARSE-GOUK or HORSE-GAUK. Vide Snipe-common,
HOBBY. Falco Sabbuteo.

Bewick, Br. Birds, i. t. p. 41.

Shaw, Zool. vii. p. 193. t. 25.

A male Hobby perceiving a Goldfiuch in a cage, within a
window which happened to be open, dashed at the imprisoned
bird, notwithstanding several persons were in the roomj;
but being alarmed at the natural vociferations of some young
ladies for the safety of their darling, the intruder mistook the
passage By which he entered, and flew against the glass,
when his retreat was cut off, and he was secured.

We have frequently witnessed the flight of this species in
pursuit of a Sky-lark, which appears to be its favourite game
and it is astonishing to observe how dexterously the little
bird avoids the fatal stroke until it becomes fatigued. A
Hobby in pursuit of a lark was joined by a Hen-Harrier,
who not being so rapid om wing, was usually behind, and
ready to avail himself of the sudden turns the unfortunate
Lark was compelled to make to avoid the talons of the Hoba
By ; bowever, after numberless evolutions, the Hen-Harrier

N2 relinquished,
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relinquished, being unequal to the chace, and left the deadly
stroke to one better adapted for rapid and durable flight, and
aerial evolutions. The country was open, and as far as the
eye could discern the chace continued, but doubtless without
a chance of the Lark’s avoiding the fatal blow.

-

HOLM.SCREECH, vide Thrush-missel.
HONEY-BUZZARD, Falco apivorus.
Lath, Syn. Sap. ii. p. 35. No. 32.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 18.
Shaw. Zool. vii; p. 114,

A few years since, the Rev, Mr. Holdsworth (a very in-
telligent observer of nature), who resides contiguous te a
Jarge piece of fresh water called Slapton Ley in South Devon,
close to the sea, noticed a large species of Hawk skimming
over the water in pursuit of the larger dragon flies Libellule,
which it seized with its talows, and took them from thence
with its beak. This bird was observed to frequent the lake
daily for a long time, for the purpose of preying on these
insccts, and Mr. Holdsworth’s account of the bird indiices us
to believe it was the Honey-Buzzard.

This species is said to be found in the open parts of Russia
aud Siberia, where woods are near, and that it feeds on
small lizards and caterpillars, both smooth and hairy, all
of which have been taken from its stemach. ,

Our later obser vations serve to confirm our former opinion
of the very great scarcity of this species in England,

IBIS.BAY. YVide Ibis-glossy.
IBIS-GLOSSY. Tantalus igneus.
Tantalus igneus. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 708.
Falcinellus. Lin, Syst. i. p. 241. Gmel. Syst. i, p. 648.
Ind. Orn. ii. p. 707.
- Numenius viridis. Bris, v. p. 326, 4. Id, 8vo. ii. p. 208.
Numenius
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Numenius castaneus. Id. v. p. 329, 5.

Le Courlis verd. Buf. viii. p. 29. and p. 31.

Bay lbis. Arctic Zool. ii. p. 460. 1d. Sup. p. 67.

Lath, Syn. v. p. 113. 12. and p, 114, 12, A. Br, Miscel. t. 18.

Tantalys viridis, Gmel, i. p. 618.

Numenius viridis, N. C. Petr. xv. p. 462. t. 19.

Gireen Ibis, Lath. Syn, v. p. 114, 13. Lin. Trans. ix.
p- 198.

Brasilian Curlew. Nat. Miscel. xvii. t, 705,

It is not a liltle surprising, that the Glossy Ibis should
have so long counlinued multiplicd into three distinct species,
as it appears to be by no means an uncommon bird in some
parts of Kurope. The Glossy Ibis has long heen admitted
into the British Fauna, but has been esteemed extremely
rare : itis, however, together with its varieties, the Bay and
the Green lbis, more frequently observed with us than for-
merly, occasioned perhaps only by the greater attention that
in these days is paid lo the subjcct of natural history. The
more frequent occurrence of these birds, be the cause what
it may, has enabled us to form an opinion, without much
fear of controversy, that these three hitherto supposed species
are in fact no other than varieties, with all the intermediate
shiades that connect them,

We consider the variety usually called the Bay Ibis
Tuntalus Falcinellus to be the most perfect state of plumage ;
the Green lbis Tantalus viridis to be the first or young
bird; and the Glossy Ibis Tentalus igncus, aud all its va-
yiations, to be the intermediate approaches towards maturity.
When the green variety begins lo assume the copper or vi-
nacious colour on the wing coverts, it is then no other than
the'Glossy Ibis ; and when further advanced, and the strong
cast of bay appears about the head and neck, then it has been
termed the Bay Ibis. All these varielies, with the several
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shades and intermediate gradations have within these few years
been shot in England.

Two in our collection shot in Devonshire are in their first
plumage, with very little variation. Another shot withia
these two or three vears near Liverpool, and now in the col.
lection of Lord Stanley, varies but litille from what has heen
called the Glossy Ibis. One in Mr. Cumnming’s collection
shot also in Devonshire, in 1805, nearly at the same time as
one of ours, is not very dissimilar to the Green variety. That
killed in Anglesea, and figured in the Naturalist’s Miscellany
for the Brasilian Curlew, is very nearly, if not quite in the
plumage of the variety called the Glossy Ibis; but the vi.
naceous copper on the wings is too highiy coloured for the
bird it is intended to represent, as we-are credibly informed,
~—Vide Curlew Brasilian. 1In the British Miscellany there
is u figure of this bird in nearly its ultimate change, or per-
fect plumage ; the state in which it is called Bay Ibis, or at
least, a very near approach to it. |

The greater broportion of the Green variety has been ob-
served in England, ang more of the Glossy, thao that of the
Bay, and all these (perhaps wilhout an exceplion) have becn
shot in the autumn, This is consonant with the opinion,
that they are all one species, and that the Green is in the first
plumage, as the younAg must be more numerous than the old
inunediutelj after the breeding season; and possibly the
Glossy and Bay may be only a sexual distinction of plumage.
It is admitted that all the varieties have been neliced in most
parts of northern Europe, and in some parts of the south,
and are found together. In its perfect slate it is known to
breed in Russia, and perhabs Siberia ; is said to be common
about the Caspian and Black Seas, aseending the rivers la
breed. " '

This species like all the long, soft-billed birds, have their
vernal and auturanal migratious; hence in the spring they
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go to the less inhabited parts of the north, where they find
security about the rivers and interior lakes to propagate,
after which they retire from a country which no longer af-
fords them food, and spread over the southern parts of
Europe, and many probably pass the Mediterranean, and
enter Africa and Asia. It is remarkable that rarely, if ever,
any instance has occurred, of this and some other species of
European birds having been observed to visit England in the
spring. This, however, must be accounted for by supposing,
that birds in their vernal migrations approach their places of
summer destination gradually, and not by long flights ; con-
sequently, are not likely lo have their latitudinal course
varied by storms: besides the vernal equinox is not so pro.
ductive of violent gales of wind, nor, indeed, would such
blow them to England when on their passage from the south
lo the north of Europe, because they pass over land the
whole way, and can alight when distressed. On the contrary,
those who have spread into Denmark, Sweden, and per~
haps Lapland, to breed, frequently remain till actually
compelled to leave these more frigid climes, and take
long flights in nearly a southern direction; and thus if an
autumnal equinoxial gale should overtake them, some are
driven from their course, and obliged after passing a part of
the north sea, to rest and recruit in England.  This will ac-
count for these birds being occasionally found in the southern
parts of England, and much more rarely in the northern
perts, or in Scolland.

Having endeavoured to elucidate the history of this bird
as far as possible, it only remains for us to describe some of
the varieties, especiallv the Bay and the Green, (the Glossy
1bis having been given in the former part of this work) and
to remark that the synonyms there given may be added to
what now accompauies the history of this bird,

it
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It may not, hawever be improyer to remark, that in all the
varielies we have seen of this species, the conformation of the
bill and legs, and particularly the toes, as well as the shape,
length, gnd weight of the individuals, coinciding as nearly as
might be expecled, is a farther proof of their being the same.
And it should also be remarked, that from all the com-
parisous we have been able to make between the genus Tan-
talus and that of Numenius, there is a strong characteristic
distinction in the back toe; that of the former is long, and is
a continuation of the heely or plant of the foot ; the latter an
appeudage to the back of the leg, beipg seated higher up, is
swall, and rarely reaches much bevpnd the heel when it
hangs pendent, or at Jeast the base is always at a distance
above the heel,

We camnot perhaps describe the variety, ca]led the Bay
Ibis, more satisfactorily, thau in nearly {lie words of Doctor
Latham, '

Bill, nearly fcur inches long and brown :  from the Bbill to
the eye bare, and dusky.gveep: tbe head and neck are
chesnut, verging lo brown ou the former, where the feathers
have pale edges ; the upper parts of the body are glossy-
green, appearing broazed in different lights: the breast,
Lelly, and under parts, are brown, with a gloss of greem
gold ou the breast: quills and tail darker than the back, and
with ﬁgry little gloss ; legs, dusky-blue; betwcen each toe a
small membrane at the base. A variety has the plunwage
mostly of a glossy chesuut, and the breast bas a green
tinge, n e

‘The specimen in the collection of Lord Sianley, before
noliced, is rather Jarger than the green variely, which corre-
sponds with the suppnsmun, that the latter is the young in
ils ﬁrst plumage. As his Lordship was so.pohle to send usp
the bird in question for e:ammalmn, a short description may

be accrpmble to |he naluralxst. 'Ihe bill js aboul five inches .
: long
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long to the gape, and three quarters of an inch deep at the
‘base. The head and upper part of the neck brown, faintly
speckled with white ; lower neck, breast, and all the under
parts of the body rusty-brown, without gloss: back and sca-
pulars glossy-brown, with green and copper lustre, asre~
fiected in different points of view; primary and secondary
.quills inclining more to green, with a copper tinge: the tertials
and tail nearly the same as the back : under scapul:rs long
and refulgentwith purple and green : the legs and toes dusky-
brown like the bill : the legs measure from the fuol to the
knee, three inches and three quarters.,

By a comparison of this bird with the Green lbis, there
appears to be that liltle superiority of size, which 1s natural
belween the old and the young of the same species ; and this is
further marked by the superiorsize of the bill; a circumslahce
so characteristic of age in similar lopg billed birds, the Cur-
lew and Godwit. The examination therefore of this speci-
mep serves to confirm our former opinion.

The green variety of tkis species we shall describe from
those we obtained fresh.

Weight, about eighteen ounces: length, twenty-two
inches : breadth, two feet nine inches. Bill, nearly four
inches and a quarter in lepgth to the gape, modetately curved,
and of a bluish lead colour, the sides of the under mandible
flesh-colour, the whole fading to a purplish flesh-colour in a
few days: from the nostrils, which are linear, a furrow con-
tinues lo the end of the bill on each side : between the eyes
and the bill the bare skin is black : the irides dusky: the
head, neck, and all the under parts are dusky, more-or less
varied with changeable tints of bronze, most so on the breasts
the throat and sides of the head minutely speckled with
white, with a white feather or two on the upper part of the
neck before; and above the eyc are several of the same
colour, tendipg . obliquely to the hind head, forming an
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irregular line of white spots : the back and wings, including
the scapulars and quills are resplendent with changeable purple
and green, or more properly dark glossy green, changeable 1o
violet and purple in different points of view, somewhat like
the tail of a magpie, but the colours not so strong: the tail
consists of twelve feathers, is a trifle forked when closed, and
is of the same glossy green as the wings : the legs and toes
b]ue.black the first are three inches and a half in length to
the kuee joint, and an inch and a half bare above the knee;
the toes are long, the middle one above two inches, indepen,
dent of the claw ; the hind one an inch, and so placed as to
bear its whole length on the ground; the claws are dusky,
not much bent, the middle one brought to a sharp edge on
the inside, and sometimes slightly but irregularly serrated.

Aunother of these birds in our collection, which proved on
dissection to be a female, weighed sixteen ounces: length
twenty-oneinches. The only difference between this and the
one last described is, that this has more white spots about
the head, and neck, .especially four transverse white bars on
the upper part of the neck before.

The first of these birds - was shot near Iyybridge by Mr.
Rivers, who observed it 1o alight on the green before his
house, and as the sun shone upon it, the resplendent appear-
ance of its plumage attracted his particular attention, and
induced him to fetch a gun. The bird was not shy and was
i'eadily shot, This was about the middle of September 1805.
By accident it got into the hands of our friend Mr. Vaughan,
who kmuly presented it to us,

The other was shot on a marsh not very distaut from Ply-
mouth, and was obligingly sent to us by Sir Wm, Elford, og
or about the 12th of October, 1809.

That in the possestion of Mr. Lamb, which so well connects
the Glossy and Bay varieties, was shot in the month of Sep-
iember, 1793, while skimmiqg over the river Thames in
oA R ‘ ' comypauy
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company wilh another, between Henley and Reading.

‘The Ibis is adopted as a part of the arms of the town of
Liverpool, and formerly, if not at present, stood conspicitous
upon the Guildhall in truly golden array,  This is termed a
Liver, from which that flourishing town derived its name, and
is now standing on the spot where the Pool was, on the verge
of which the Liver was killed.

ICE-BIRD. YVide Auk.little.
IMBER-LESSER.

In Bewick’s British Birds we find a species of Diver supa
posed to be new ; but it appears to us only the female of the
Common Imber, 1o which we refer for further particulars,—
Vide Diver Imber. | |

JACK.SAW. YVide Dundiver,
KAE. Vide Jack-daw.
KATABELLA. Vide Henharrier.
KATOGLE. Vide Owl.great;eared._
KELOCKDOE, Vide Grous-black,
KERTLUTOCK. Vide Shoveler-blue-winged.
KESTREL. Falco tinnunculus,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. p. 38. 40. M. and F.
Lath. Sys. Sup, ii. p. 43. 44. No. 48. and var. C. D,
Shaw, Zool. vii. p. 179.

A female of thisspecies of Hawk, which we had bred
up from a nestlirg, made her escape from our garden to
that of a nevighbour, scarcely a quarter of a mile distaut,
where she produced two eggs, and sat upon them.

This bird is in some places called Creshawk, from Krysat,
in the Cornish language,

KINGFISHER-COMMON, Alcedo Ispida,
| Bewick
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Bewick Br. Birds, ii. L. p. 19.
Nat. Miscel. t. 1209.
Shaw Zool, Lect. i. . 59.

The Kingfisher will occasionally suspend itself on wing ang
po.Aunce'_on its prey ; but more frequently springs from a spraye.
* TIsnot confined to fresh waler, but is found to inhabit the
shores of large sall-watér riversand estuaries,

A young bird, full feathered, was kepl in a cage for some
time, and became extremely docile, but as it would eat nothing
but fish, and in consequence was obliged to be frequently fed
with what was not fresh, it died in the course of five or six
weeks for want of proper food. It would shuffle along the
-floor to the hand that offered it fish, which it devoured greedily,

KIRMEW. YVide Tern-common,
KITE. Falco Milyus.
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 163,
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 30.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 22.

PROVINCIAL.
Gled or Greedy-Gled.

Shy and guarded as birds of prey usually are,lit is curious to
observe how totally they are off their guard when intent upon
their prey, Cspecially if pressed by hunger. ¢ A remarkable
justance of this (says the Rev. Mr. Wheatear, in a letter to the
author) at a farm-house in this neighbourhood (Hastings)
will serve as proof. A servant girl, the only person in it,
(for all the rest of the family were at church) was alarmed by
3u unusual uproar amongst the poultry ; on looking out, she
FAW a large bird hovering close to the window, over some
goops, in which were some broods of ducks and chlckens,
upon this she sallied forth to drive the bird away, but he tuok
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so little notice of her, that she snatched up a broom, and
actaally knocked him down and killed him. It proved to he
a Kite, which bad probably a nest in a neighbouring wood.”

A circumstance similar to the above relation, we witnessed
in one of this species, that afforded us no small entertainment.

A poor woman was washing some entrails in a stream of
water, part of which extended afew yards out of the basket,
placed in the water : the hungry bird had long been hovering
over, viewing with anxious eye so delicious a bait, aud took
the opportunity of actually pouncing upon and carrying off a
part, in spite of all the woman'’s efforts with hands and tongue,
the latter of which might have alarmed a more powerful
enemy.

In addition to these remarkable circumstances in the
biography of this noble bird, we remember an instance oftwo
males in the spring of the year, being so intent in combat for
the softer sex, that they both fell to the ground, holding
firmly by each others talons, and actunally suffered themselves
" to be killed by a woodman who was close by, and who
demolished them both with his hook.

It is said the Kite is not uncommon in the temperate and
well-inhabited parts of Russia, is more scarce in Siberia, and
does not venture further to the north; is not uanfrequent
about Lake Baikal, but none beyond the Lena.

In England, it is chiefly abserved in the more wooded dis-
tricts, where timber trees abound : is common in the eastern
parts, rare in the north, and more rare in the west; for in
twelve years residence in Devonshire, we never observed but
ene in the southern district of that county,

KITTIWAKE. Larus Rissa.
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 299,

PROVINCIAL.

Annett, Kishifaik.
This
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This Gull in its young state has been usuaily described as a
distinct species, under the title of Tarrock ; but as there
no longer exists any doubt of their being the same, the
synonyus should be brought together.,

It very rarely appears in the southern parts of England,
one instance only has occured.

In the month of March, 1806, we observed three of these
birds thrown up by the lide, on the south coast of Devon,
lying close together, a3 if they had been shot out of a flock,
and had fioated on shore together, This circumstance makes
it clear, that it sometimes is induced to leave the more northern
parts, without being compelled by extreme cold, for that
winter had been remarkably mild. These were in complete
plumage, and it may not be improper in this place to remark,
that the four first quill feathers are tipped with black, but
the fourth has a small white spot at the point ; the fifth
feather is tipped white, with a black bar near the point, the
exterior feather has the whole outer web black, and the same
Iine of black continues to tie margin of the outer web of the
first greater, and some of the next series of coverls; and these
markings appear to be constant, and at once pronounce the
species, being very different from any other of the Gull tribe.

Breeds in the isles of Bass and Glass, on Troup-head,
Fowl’s-heaugh, near Montrose, and other parts of Scotland.
In the isle of May, at the mouth of the Forth, the rocks are
covered with the dung of this species, being unmolested, till
the young are fit to take, which together with Solen Geese,
and some olher rock-birds, are eaten by the inhabitants be-
fore dinner, as a whet to their appetites.

A story is told, that a genlleman went to the isle of May to
eat Kittiwakes, and afler ealing a dozen, exclaimed that he
did not find his appetite improved,

Mr. Boys found these birds at Fowls-heaugh near Stone-
haven, in vast abundance, where he says they breed in

greater
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greater numbers perhaps than in any part of Scotland : and
having shot them of all ages and sexes, he is thoroughly cone
vinced this and the Tarrock form but one species.

KNOT. Tringa Canutus.

Inthe former part of this work we expressed an' opiniott
thatthe Tringa Canutus or Knot, and the Tringa cinerea
or Ash-coloured Sauwdpiper were the same species ; in this
we are by late observations more confirmed, and think that
the synonyms of these birds should be brought together un-
der this title, being in ils state of maturity,

The Knot in the late Leverian Museum was the same as'
those in our museum, from which was described our Ash-
coloured Sandpiper ; the description therefore of that bird
must be applied to the Knot, being no other. The young of
this bird mentioned also under the article Knot, in the former
part of this work, distinguished by the semicircular mark-
ings onthe upper part of the bird, is undoubtedly the Tringa
cinerea of Pennaut and Latham, and may be found in flocks
together with the matured birds in the autumn, upon many
of our shores.

Mr. Lewin was certainly deceived, the Knot does not breed’
with us, and is never taken til the autumn, according te the
assertion of the Lincolnshire bird-catchers; indeed none have
been taken in nets for many years, nor did they ever appear
in the fens, but were formerly canght on or near the sca
shore. Mr, Towns, the noted Ruff-feeder at Spalding, assured
us he had not scen one for twenty years; but said they never
were taken except in the autumn : and further remarked that
they fed equally well in confinement as the Ruffs, and on the
same food.

~ In the collection of Mr. Vaughan, is a youag Knot, in the
plumage that was supposed to constitute it a distinct species,

ard originally deseribed in the British Zoology as the Ash-

coloured
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coloured Sandpiper. This specimen canie amongst a large-
package of skins from Semegal. It has the semi-lunar

black, and white lines on the scapulars and coverts of the -
wings, like the British specimen, and is in fact exactly similar

in every respect.

- LANNER.

In another place we have expressed a doubt whether this
is any other than a variety of the Peregrine Falcon. Vide
Falcon Peregrine.

LARK.FIELD. Alauda minor.

PROVINCIAL.
Tree-Lark. ‘

Mr. Bewick has most certainly confounded this bird with
- Alauda campestris of Linnaus; and what he has denomi-
nated the Tree-Lark, at the end of the descriptiun of Grass-
hopper-Lark, is without doubt our Field-Lark.

The campestris webelieve, has never appeared in England
but both these having been called in English Field or Meadow-
Lark, has occasioned confusion, and therefore it would be
better to continue Willughby’s name to this species ; Lesser
Field-Lark, the Alaude minor of Latham.

Similar confusion has also obscured the Grasshopper- Lark
of Mr. Bewick, who under that title has confounded the
history of the Pippet- Lark, Alaudu trivialis of Linnzus with:
the Grasshopper Warbler, Sylvia Locustella of Index Ornis
thologicus.

The deceilful noise made by the Locustella, mentioned by
Mr. White, and its babits of creeping in thickets bespeaks
the Warbler, not the Lark.

In Harmonia Ruralis this bird is figured for the Lesser
crested-Lark, This confirms our former opinion that there

is



LAR -

is in fact no distinct species, under. the title of Alauda cris-
tata minor, as originally described by Ray, but that it is
synonymous with Lesser-Field-Lark. Vide the former part
of this work, under Lark Lesser-crested.

LARK-SAND. YVide Plover.ringed.
LARK-SKY. Alauda Arvensis.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 226.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 182,

PROVINCIAL.,
Lavrock.

Doctor Latham remarks, that the duty paid at Leipsic fot
Larks, amounts to 12,000 crowns per annum, at a Grosch or
two pence halfpenny sterling for every sixty Larks. 'The
quantity may seem prodigious, but the fields appear to be
covered with them from Michaelmas to Marlinmas.

"These birds are seen in Egypt, about Cairo, in like number
the beginning of September, and continue for some days ; are
supposed to come from Barbary, and are called in Egypt
Asfour Dsjebali or Mountain Birds.

Whether any portion of the northern breed of these birds
visit us in winter is not certain, but it is obvious that at parti-
cular times they are infinitely more abundant in the southern
provinces than at others; possibly they only quit one part of
the kingdom and assemble in another, where the climate is
more mild. In the winter of 1803, large flocks of these
hirds were seen in every stubble field in the south of Devon,
in number far beyond any thing that has since appeared,

LARK-TREE. Vide Lark-field.
LARK-WOOD. Alaudaarborea.
Bewick Br. Birds. t. p. 189.

Orn. Danmo, i. t. 3. . .
The



MER

The Woodlark will frequently sing in frosty weather,
after Christmas, if the weather is bright in mid.day. The
Hedge Warbler, Redbreast, Missel, and Throstle, will do the
same; all these are early breeders.

This species is more numerous in Devonshire at all times
of the year than in any other part of England, particularly
in the winter season.

LAVROCK. Vide Lark-sky.
LINNET-GREY. Vide Linnet-brown,
LYRE or LYRIE. Vide Shearwater.
MAGPIE. Corvus Pica.

Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 113.

Bewick Br. Birds, i, t. p. 78.

Shaw Zool. vii,

The Magpic is subject to some defects in plumage, such
as white or cream colour: one formerly in the Leverian
Museum was nearly white, streaked with black,

15 said to be not uncommon in the temperate and southern
latitudes of Russia as well as in Siberia, and even at Kanpts-
chatka. Has not been found on the American continent,
but according to Clayton’s account of Virginia, a Magpie is
valued as much as the Red-bird is in England.

MALLEMOCK, Malmock, or Mallduck. Vide Fulmar.,
MARTIN. Hirundd Urbica.
By some called Window-Swallow.

*

In the year 1805, we saw Martins daily, as late as the
15th of November, in the neighbourhood of Kingsbridge, in
Devon. 2 :

MAVIS. Vide Throstle.
MERGANSER-MINUTE. Mergus Minutus,
The



MER

" The number of tail feathers in this bird is the same as the
Smew is found to possess.

This being without doubt the female, or young of the
Smew in the first pluinage, the synonyms should be brought
together. Vide Smew.

MERGANSER-RED-BREASTED. Mergus Serrator.
Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 337.
Lin. Trans. iv. p. 121, t. 16. f. 1. 2, (trachea).
Bewick Br. Birds, ii.t. p. 261.
. Ger, Orn, v. t. 509,—Sepp. Vog. iii. t. 124, 125,

PROVINCIAL.,
Harle,

- This may be considered a rare species in the south of
Eogland. In 1808, we are informed by Mr, Comyns, that
he bought a male of a poulterer in Exeter: and in the same
year, on the 15th of November, Mr. Holdsworth shot a
female on Slapton Ley, which he obligingly sent to us.

" As every thing relaling to this intricate tribe of birds may
serve to elucidate its history, we shall without apology record
a full description of this female specimen, proved to besuch
by dissection.

"It weighed twenty two ounces and a half: length, twenty
inches ; breadth, twenty-nine and a half. Bill two inches
Yong from the forehead, the upper mandible dusky-brown,
with tlie sides orange ; the under mandible wholly of the
last colour: irides pale orange. ‘The feathers on the top of
the head dark ferruginous-brown; the sides of the head,
and a little way down the sides of the neck ferruginous, be=
coming paler underneath, so as to be almost white on the
chin and throat, wilh only a dash of ferruginous: the fea-
thers on the back of the neck are dusky-brown, with a rusty

tinge: baek and whole upper parts of the body, and smaller
o2 coveris
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coverts of the wings dusky, dashed with cinereous, the shafts
are darkest, and the plumage in general ahove, upon close
inspection, is observed to be finely clouded or undulated with
darker and lighter shades: the middle part of the neck
before is clouded brown and white: the lower part, and all
the body beneath white, except behind the vent, which is
mottled: the prime quills dusky-black ; the four first se-
condaries next to them slightly tipped white, and partially so
on the inner webs; the six next are white for two thirds of
their length, their base black on the outer webs; the greater
coverts immediately impending these are also white, with their
base black, forming together a white patch on the wing;
the eleventh secondary quill is of a sullied white, with the
margin of the outer web black: the tertials are dusky, dashed
with cinercous, darkest on their outer margin : the tail consists
of twenty cinereous-brown feathers, with black shafts, and is
rounded at the end: legs and toes dingy-orange; webs
dusky-brown.

There did not appear any thing remarkable upon dissection;
the 7rachea was plain: the ovaries remarkably small : the
gizzard was also very small, but the part between the @so-
phagus and the gizzard was large,

The skin was firmly atlached to every part of the body.
It was very poor, butdid not dissect like a young bird.

There was scarcely any thing in the stomach, but a Bee in
the @sophagus shews that it was feeding at the time it was
shot.

- Whether the female, or immatured young of this species,
may at any time have been confounded wilh either of the
other Mergansers, we will not pretend to say ; but there can
be no doubt that the male of this as in the Smew, is at first
very similar in plumage to the female.

The trechea of the male of this species has an enlargement
about the middle, consisting of bony plates of the same texture

as
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as the rest of it : at the lower part is a large labyrinthic bony
tavity, of an irregular heart shape, with two openings on one
“side and one on the other, all of which are covered wilh fine
membranes, and from the bottom of this the two branchi
spring aud enter the lungs. But for a figure of this singular
apparatus, we refer the curious reader to the Linnean
T'ransactions quoted, where an excellent paper on the subject
of extraordinary frachee by Doctor Latham, is highly worth
the attention of the practical Ornithologist. )
Mr. Pengant says, this species breeds in theisle of Elay,
on the shores amongst the loose stones. (Voyage to the
Hebrides.) '

MITTY. Vide Petrel-Stormy.

MONK. Vide Finch-Bul.

MUGGY. Vide White~Throat-Common.
MURDERING-PIE. Vide Shrike-cinereous.
NIGHTINGALE, Sylvia Luscinia.

Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 233.

Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 206,

We took a nest of young Nightingales early in June, and
placed them in a cage, in order Lo observe what they wers
fed with by the parent birds; and which appeared to he
principally small green Caterpillars.

Mr, Dickinson who resides in Warwickshire, on the
borders of Shropshire, is clearly of opinion the N ightingale
does pot visit that part of the country. ’

We could not discover this bird in Lincolnshire, althougi
the Greater Pettychaps, and Lesser Whitethioar, were not
uncommon ; possibly this defect may be occasioned by the
want of wood ; for near Peterborough, in Northamptonshire,
on the borders of Lincolnshire, several were heard ; and
from thence to Qundle plentiful, where it was wooded and
. euclosed.

i o3 ' Ia
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In Whillebury forest frequent, as well as the other:
warblers hefore mentioned. .

By experience we learn, that this as well as other birds,
accidentally vary from their line of migration, or extend be-
yond their usual limits.  Thus for the first and only time, we
heard this charming bird in the south of Devon, near Kings-
bridge, pouring forth his matchless song, on the 4h of May,
1806, to our great astonishment; but to our no small mortifi-
cation, (though expected) he did not remain longer than
one day.

We have been told the Nightingale has been noticed about
Doncaster, in Yorlkshire, the limits hitherto prescribed to its
northern range in England. But in the Tyne Mercury for
the beginning of August, 1808, the following paragraph ap-
peared, and was copied into the Sun and other papers. '

“It may be worthy of remark, that the Nightingale has
¢ been heard frcqu'eﬂtl_yl daring the present sunmmmer in
¢ the garden belonging to the Earl of Londsdale, in Fisher-
& Street, Carlisle. We have heard it observed that this
* bird was never farther north than Yorkshire, nor more to
« the west than Devonshire. " Our woods are rendered
melodious by the Thrush, the Linnet, and the Blackbird’;
¢ but like the groves of Scotland; we bélieve they were
¢ never before visited by the sweet and tender strains of this
¢¢ pocturnal warbler, ' :

Althiough the Nightingale finds the south of England most
congenial, and has perhaps never been observed north of the
Tweed, yet ou the continent of Europe it is not uncommon
nmuch farther north than any part of Scolland. I[s said to
breed in Sweden, and Germany near Dresden. - Is mentioned

49

as being common in-the most eastern parts of Egypt; andat
the time of migration is plentiful in the islauds of the Archi-
pelago,  Is also plentiful in lower Egypt in the winter; in
different parts of the Dellay, amongst the thickest coverts,

several
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several were observed; but they did not sing, but only used
the common note of alarm so frequently heard in England,
especially when any one approaches their nest. They ar-
rive in Egypt in Autumn, and depart in spring.—(Sonnini’s
"T'ravels into Egypt, ii. p. 51.)

A very curious account of the keeping and feeding
Nightingales, by a gentleman of Highgate, related in the
Monthly Magazine, for 1808, may be perused with ad-
vantage, by those who wish to preserve these birds in health,

NUTCRACKER. Corvus Carygcatactes,
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 353. t. 43.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 82.

Mr. Anstice assures us he saw one of this rare species near
Bridgewater, upon a Scotch fir, in the autumn of 1805. This
accurate observer of nature could not be deceived, as he
examined the bird, and attended to its actions for somne time
with the aid of a pocket telescope, which he usually carries
with him for similar purposes.

In August, 1808, one of these birds was shot in the north
of Devon, now in the collection of Mr. Comyns. Another
is stated to have been shot in Comwall.—(Monthly Magas
zine for December, 1808,

OAR-COCK. Vide Rail-water.
OAT-FOWL. Vide Bunting-snow.
OKE. YVide Auk-black-billed, and Razor-hi'l.
ORIOLE-GOLDEN. Oriolus Galbula,
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 126.
Nat. Miscel. viii. t. 285.
Shaw. Zool. vii, p. 408. t. 53.

In the Monthly Magazine for December, 1809, mention is
made of two having been shot in Cernwall.

The
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" The nest of the Golden Oriole, figured by Sepp. appem

cbe somposed of pale moss mixed with feathers,

In the first plumage the males rescmble the other sex. Are
said to inhabit the greater part of the old Continent, mi-
graling from one part to another at different seasons : in theii'
passage through Egvpt which is of short duration, they are
there taken for food, Is supposed to be the Manoo bird of

India. 4

OSPREY. Falco Haliaxtus,
Bewick Br. Birds,t. p. 13,
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 82.

This species of Falcon seems to be mare plentiful in De-
vonshire than any part of the kingdo:m ; fuor many years
past, one or two withih our knowledge, have been shot almost
every year : ‘three have come under our inspection since the
year 1805, and these were all males, weighing from three
pounds six ounces, to four pounds. These were nearly
similar in plumage, but as they are somewhat different from
that described in the former part of this work, which was
probably a female, it may be proper to describe a male. ‘

Length, about two feet; breadth, five fect six inches. The
sides of the head behind the eyes are while, extending to
the hind head, at which part it is mixed with brown: on the
chin a few slender dusky streaks: across the upper breast
a very broad band of brown, the feathers margined pa]er}
all the other parts ‘beneath white, like the former. The
upper parts also like the former : the quills dusky, some that
had pot been moulted are brown : the tail dusky-brown, the
pale bars: not' very comspicuous on the upper side: the
legs and toes are remarkably roughened with scales, and on
the inuer side of the extreniity of the ouler toe are two or
‘three spines,  This was shot in July, :

1
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* Another shot in November has the plumage much brighter;
the upper parts darker, being dusky-brown, and all the fea-
thers on those parts, even the quills, are slightly hppﬂd with
'yellomsh-whlte the dark streak, or patch behind the eye, ls
destitute of white nps to the feathers: the under parts hke
the last.

The third, shot in Qctober, is like that killed in November.

In the Falcon tribe, it is usual for the feathers on the
thighs to be long, and hang down below the knees ; ; butin
this, the feathers on those parts are remarkably short and
cunsequently better adapted for snbmersnon, or pouncing on
its scaly prey. The roughened feet, and the unusual dis-
position of the talons, w luch are formidable, greally contri-
bute towards securing it.  Short downy feathers conunue
half way down the front of the legs, but not behind.

" An Osprey was seen to stoop and carry off a young Wild
Duck half grown, from the surface of the water at Slapbml
L ey ; the Duck by strugglmg fell from the talons of the
Eagle, but was again recovered before it reached the water.

Near the above lake, a specimen that was shot in October,
1809, was found to be plent:tul]y gorged with Perch.

As we were crossing the bridge over the river Avon,- at
Aveton Gifford, on the glh of April, 1811, we observed an
Osprey hawking for fish ; at last its attention was arrested,
and like the Kestrel in search of Mice, it became stationary,
as if examining what had attracted i!s‘zltlehtion. After a pause
of some time, it descended to within about fifty yards of the
surface of the water, and there continued hovering for
another short iuterval, and then precipitated itself into the
water with such great celerity, as to be nearly i mersed. In
-three or foar seconds the - bird rose without any apparent
difficulty, and carried off a trout of moderate size, and mstead
of alighting to regale upon its prey, it soared to a proligious
‘height, and did not descend within our view. ‘Lhis bird
i - ' flies
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flies heavily, not much unlike the common Buzzard ; butnot
hnfrequenlly glides slowly with motionless wing. When
examining the water for prey, its wings are in continual
motion, although it remains statinnary for a considerabls
lime ; its superior weight, perhaps, renders it difficult to
continue suspension in the air, with an almost imperceptible
motion of the wings, like the Kestrel.

Possibly the Osprey was formerly trained for hawkiug of
fish, as we find by an act passed in the reign of William agd
Mary, persons were prolibited at a certain period of the
year, from taking any Salmon, _Sg_ln_lbnypeal, or Salmon-kind,
by Hawks, racks, gins, &c. :

OUZEL-BLACK. Vide Blackbird,
OUZEL-PENRITH.
Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. p. 177,

Dr. Latham has described a bird in his second Supplement tq
the General Sy ynopsis, under the above title. It is said to be
superior in size to the common Water Ouzel ; the head and
whole upper parts dusky : chin and throat wbite; at the
bottom of the last a bar of dusky; breast, belly, and thighs
white, with short black streaks pointing downwards, more
numerous towards the lower bellv and thighs: vent rust)-
yellow, crossed with bars of black : legs rusty-yellow.

The Doctor observes, that he took the account out of the
late Mr. Pennant’s notes of a journey from Downing to
Ashton Moor, in which is painted a fizure of the bird. Mr.
Penuant thought it to be a new species ; and is said to be
found about Penrith: was glven to Mr. Pennant by Miss
Calvin,

A single instance of a bird being found in England of so
considerable a size, not noticed in any other part of the world,
must be received as a dislinct specxes with great caution;

mdeeq
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indeed we have scarcely a doubt but the bird in qligstiou, 18
actually a Jusus variety of the Water Ouzel.

OUZEL-RING. ‘Turdus torquatns,
* Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 96.

' By Mr. Ray’s account, this bird has been called the Heath
Throstle, in Craven. ‘ ‘ o ‘

A spécime'n; shot in the neighbourhood of Kingsbridge, on
the 25th of March, may be supposed to be in full plumage.
It weighed full four ounces, and was eleven inches in length.
The bill was partly orange-yellow, especially the under man-
dible all but the tip ; the point and the base of the upper
mandible more dusky: irides dark hazel: the whole upper
part of the bird is black, with scarcely any grey on the mar-
gins of the feathers : tail also black: the quills, and wing-
coverts dusky, more or less bordered with pale grey, most so
on jhe secondaries, and their larger coverts: the under parts
black, with cinereous edges to the feathers on the body, and
under lail-coverts: gorget purle while : under wing-coverts
pale brown, wiih broad grey margins : legs dusky-brown.
~ Itis probable the young birds do not attain the pure while
on the breast till the follm\mw spring, and at that time the
bill becomes partly yellow ; perlnps completely so in old
birds, as in the Blackbird, Thcse lhat are deslitute of the
mark on the breast, are probably in their nestling feathers,
which usually chaunge in part before they leave us in the
autumn, unless a very late brood : indeed as late as the 26th
of Sop{ember we have seen a specimen wilh scarcely any
appearance of the gorget, the fcalhers on the breast were ou]y
atrifle paler, than the rest of the body. ‘ -
.Portland island in Dorsetshire, seems to be one of the points,
from which these birds take their departure, when they go to
the Continent to winter; and also a landing place on their
tetum in the spmg Our lale fiiend Mr, Bryer, ot Weymout,

assured
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assured us, that in the autumn of the year 1802, these birds
were more numerous than usual in their autummnal visit to
Portland.

0OUZ EL-ROSE-COLOURED Turdus roseus,
Nat, Miscel. t. 231,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. p- 83.

In the Naturalists Miscellany, mention is made of one of
this species'havi'r‘lg been killed in Oxfordshire, in the year
1794. | .

OUZEL-WATER. Turdus cianclus,
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 16,

PROVINCIAL.
Dipper. Water-Colly.

This bird is amongst the few that sing so early in the year
as the months of January and February. Ina hard frost, on
the 11th of the latter month, when the thermomeler in the
morning had been at 26°, we heard this bird sing incessantly
in a strong and elegant manner, and with much variation in
notes, many of which were peculiar to itself, intermixed with
a little of the piping of the Woodlark. At the time it was
singing the day was bright, but freezing in the shade ; the
gun bad considerably passed the meridian, and was obscnred
from the bird by the lofty surrounding hills.

The Water Ouzel devours a considerable quanlity of
fishes spawn, especially the large ova of salmon.

According to Acerbi, is not found in Italy, but in his
travels through Sweden, mnoticed it near Yervenkyle, in
Fioland, where he observed that during wister it flies near
the cataract. | | .

We liave seen the Water Ouzel walk into the water, and as

dt were sink beneuth the surface, as if its speclﬁb gravity was
actually

»
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actually greater than that element; but doubtless some
exertion must be used to keep itself at the bottom, besides
that of simple walking, or it would instantly rise and float
on the surface ; for, as well as all other birds, its specific
gravity is greatly inferior to that of water. In one or two
instances where we have been able to perceive it under water,
it appeared to tumble about in a very extraordinary manner
with its head downward as if pecking something; and at the
same time ‘great exertion was used both by the wings and
legs. The idea of any bird being capable of walking be-
neath a fluid so infinitely more dense than itself, does not
require any depth of philesophical reasoning to refute.
Birds, of all animals have the least specific gravity, and con-
sequently require great exertion to keep themselves under
water. 'The Water-Ouzel has been seen to float on the sur-
face of the water, and from thence dive.

OWL.GREAT-EARED. Strix Bubo,
Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. p. 55. ’
Bewick Br. Birds, i. p. 47.
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 211. t. 28.
Neill Tour in Orkney, p. 195,—Hist. of Orkney, p. 312.

PROVINCIAL,
Stock-Owl.

This species seems to be pretty universally spread over
both the old and new Continent. Levaillant met with it,
as also the Long-eared Owl, on the borders of the Elephant’s
river in Africa.

It should seem this bird is well known in the Orkney
islands, for says Mr. Neill, In addition to Dr Barry’s ac-
count of this bird, it may be added, that it often attacks
Rabits and and Red-Grous, which are abundant in several
of the islands.” By the natives is called Stock-Owl or
Katogle, which is from the Nor wegian, name Kat-ugle.

OWL.LITTLE
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OWL-LITTLE. Strix passerina,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. p. 57.
Passerine Owl. Shaw Zool. vii. p. 264.

We are assured by Mr. Comyns, that a neighbour shot at one
of this species in the north of Devoy, in the autumn of 1808,

OWL-SHORT-EARED Strix brachyotos.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 56.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 50, and p. 52.
Shaw Zool, vii. p. 223.

~ Strix ulula, mas. and fem, Sepp. Vog. i. t.p. 63.
Strix Arctica, Mus, Carls. fasc. iii. t. 51.

* Doctor Latham imagines that this bird is the Ifawk Owl of
LEdwards, M

Mr. Pennant, in his supplement to the Arctic Soology, con-
siders the Moyen Duc ou Hibou of the Planches Enluminé
as well as La Chouette of Buffon to be this species, Tt must
be admitted that the synonyms of this species are in great
obscurity, occasioned by its very different appearance about
the head. While living, it is capable of erecting a series of
feathers on each side the head, but which in dead specimens
are scarcely obvious, 'These erectable feathers that form the
auricles when alive, are scarcely longer than the rest, and are
always depressed in a dead bird. Somelimes indeed, one
feather is somewhat longer than the rest, but doubiless it
has most commonly been taken for a smooth headed bird,
dnd described 2s such for a different species,

It is a northern species, is not confined to Europe, but is
said to be common on the American Continent; and two
specimens (we are informed by Doctor Latham) were brought
over by Caplain Dixon, from the Sandwich islands.

Mr., Bewick mentions a circumstance which implies that
this species is occasionally gregarious; twenty-eight baving
been found iu a turnip field in November; but perhaps the

following
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fullowing statement from an attentive ohserver of nature, may
serve to elucidate the cause of this assembly,

Mr. Anstice assures us that a few years since, mice were in
such vast abundance as to destroy a large portion of vegee
tation in the neighbourhood of Bridgewater; and in the
autumn a great many of the short-eared Owls resorted to
that part in order to prey ou them. They were found in the
fields amongst the high grass. s

 'We never observed it so fur west as Devonshire till the
latter end of the year 1809, when about the middle of No-
vember our friends supplied us with two specimens. In the
stomach of oue were the fragments of a Sky-Lark, and a
Yellow-Hammer, '

‘There is nothing remarkable in the ¢rachea of this bird,
bat in being considerably compressed,

OWL-TAWNY. Strix stridula,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 55.
Wood Owl. Shaw. Zool. vii. p. 253,

* We are glad to find Doctor Latham is of our opinion,
that the Brown Owl does not constitute a distinct species
from this. We have always been clearly of opinion that they
are the same, and had brought all their synonyms together in
the former part of this work. .

What seems to have puzzled our scientific friend in the
former part of his works was the drawing of an Owl, sent to
him by Mr. Fruant, which had yellow irides, and was called
Tawny-Owl. “No such bird, however, exists in England,
and we must therefore couceive the figure had been taKen
from- a preserved specimen in some collection, and might
really have been the true Tawny-Owl of this country, but
unfortunately it is too frequently the case, that persons em-=
ployed to stuff birds, put in any eyes that may be handy, or
perbaps that they think most attractive, without regard to

science ;
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science ; such we have frequently met with, and such no
doubt deceived Mr, Pennant in the bird, the drawiog of
which he sent to Doctor Latham,

~ We are credibly informed, that it is no uncommon oc-
currence for the Tawny Owl to make its nest in an ivy-bush,
or on the stump of an old pollard tree in Devonshire. This
we believe is not the natural inclination, bat the necessity of
the bird, for in the part of Devonshire alluded to, there is
scarcely a tree large enough, in the hollow of which an Owl
could conceal itself.

OWL-STOCK. YVide Owl-great-eared.
OWL-WHITE. Strix Flammea,

Lath. Syun. Sup. ii. p. 69.

Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 53.

Barn, Owl, Shaw Zool. vii. p. 258. t. 33.

This species is said to be common at the Cape of Good
Hope, where it builds a nest amongst the rocks, composed of
a few twigs and dried leaves, and lays seven or eight eggs. Is
called by the natives Doodvogel, (bird of death) and the other
kinds of Owls Uylers, the usual mame for all night birds.

OYSTER-CATCHER. H=matopus ostralegus.
Bewick, Br. Birds, ii. t. p, 7.

PROVINCIAL,
Tirma, Sea-piot or piet, Trillechan, Chalder, Chaldrick,
Skeldrake or Skelderdrake, Scolddr,

This species appears to be more abundant on some parts of
the sandy flat coast of Lincolushire than on any other part we
recollect to bave noticed ; and we were surprised to observe a
very large flock of these birds assembled together in the midst
of the breediny season. Upon enquiry we found that at tha
time of incubation a remarkable high tide had swept away all

their
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their eggs, together with those of the Ring-Plover and Lesser
Tern, which usually lay their eggs a little above high -water
mark.

On that coast near Skeguess, at a point called Gibraltar
there is an isolated part of a marsh, where Oyster-catchers
breed in such abundance, that a fisherman informed us Lie had
taken a bushel of eggs in a morning,

nstinct has directed these, and other shore birds, to deposit
their eggs above the flux of the highest spring tides, and
therefore it must have been a very unusual high tide to have
caused such devastation amongst the eggs.

The number of eggs layed by this bird is invariably four,
deposited in a small excavation without any nest, and like
others of a similar nature, the bird always disposes them so
as to occupy the least possible space, that they may be
equally exposed to the incubating temperature of her body;
that is with the smaller ends inwards.

The weight of the egg is about an ounce and a half.

It is said that the Opyster-catcher has no aversion 1o take
the water; probably like the Curlew, it is not distressed on
the water, and can occasionally make its escape by swimming
if wounded ; a circumstance nol unusual with the common

Sandpiper.

PARTRIDGE.COMMON, Perdix cinerea.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 279.
Rural Sports, ii. t. p. 401. and t. p. 400.
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 317.

In the Rural Sports we are informed, that ont of a covey
of ¢ight birds, four were of 2 clear white, and three pied 3
taken near Market Weighton at Mr, Barnards.

The same author menlions tlie singular circumstance of a
Partridge making her nest, or more properly depositing her

P eggs
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eggs on e top of a pollard-oak, close to a foot.path, into
which the bars. of a stile were fastened: in this situation
sixteen eggs were hatched, and the young escaped.

It does not appear that there is any instance on record, of
the Common Partridge breeding in confinement, for those
mentioned in the Tableau Elementaire as having been bred
in conufinement by a Carthusian Monk, were undoubtedly of
the Red-legged species Perdix rufa, not cinercc.

We have known seven or eight that were troublesomely
tame, and that lived together for several years, yet never
produced eggs.

We bred up some young Partridges under a common do-
mestic Hen, which became so tame as to feed from the haud..
n their infant state they were chiefly fed with alum-curd and
groats or grits, and occasionally with Emmels and their eggs ;
and it was remarkable, that although they devoured with
avidity one or two species of the black sort, they would not
touch the red or tawny Emmets. Hard corn was given to
them sparingly, as it was found to lie in their crop too long,
and actually killed one of the brood. Barley and other simi-
lar grain should therefore be soaked for twenty-four hours
at least, previously to its being given them, 1In cases of
such indigestion, several whole pepper-cornsis a good stimu-
lant, with which they must be crammed ; and soft food only
should be given, especially such greems as they will eat,
amongst which chick-weed seems to be a favourilc aliment :
bread is also a good change of diet, but Grasshoppers are the
best physic, and will tempt them to come to hand at all
times., 'These insects appear to afford a most grateful
nourishment to numerous species of birds; Turkeys and
otlier domeslic fowls eat them with avidity, and Pheasants and
Partridges in their wild state devour vast abundance.

As thesc young Partridges required fresh greens, they
were, at six weeks old, allowed to range in a walled garden,

their
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their foster.mother only being confined under a coop ; and as
a change of food, hemp and canary seeds were given to them
occasionally, which were preferred to other seed or grain.
By this treatment Partridges may be raised with ease.

Upon the approach of the ensuing spring, the male (for
there was only one out of four) shewed evident signs of love,
by spreading his tail and courling his favourite female ; for to
one only was lie attached, and occasionally drove away the
other two. He was never a moment separate from his
favourite lady, and if he found an inscct or delicate morsel,
he uttered a call, something like the clucking of a common
Hen to her chicken, picked it up, and then let it fall from
his bill to entice her, and repealed it till she accepted his
offer.

To one of the females he was so extremely savage, that she
was obliged to be removed ; to the other he was only civil.

The female taken from the menagerie, was turned into a
walled garden, where to our astonishment, she soon attracted
a wild mate, as late as the month' of May, and hopes were
entertained that a brood between them might have ensued ;
these hopes, however, were of short duralion, as a cat killed
the female.

The attached pair in the menagerie did not breed, and
towards autumn the female fell a sacrifice to the same feline
enemy. The remaining female, together with the male,
were confined in a smaller place during the winter, and were
both atlacked with the vermicular distemper, which killed
the female, and the male was with difficulty recovered. Of
this dreadful disorder, that commits such devastation amongst
our domestic fowls, we shall have occasion to speak more
fully under the article Pheasant. These two Partridges had
been confined with some Ruffs and Land Rails, and none of
those were ever affected with the distemper. The Partridge
that died by suffocation was opened, and the frachea found

P2 - stuffed
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stuffed with vermes: the other was turned out where it
tould collect more, and a greater variety of vegetables, and
had no water but what was strongly impregnated with rue -
and garlic, and though excessively bad, recovered in three
weeks; even in the first week some of the violence had
abated,

Mr. Vaughan informs as, that he had a brood of thirteen
young Partridges in the latter end of July, 1808, that were
hatched under a domestic hen, and in less than a month all
dicd, but oue, of the distemper called the gapes.

PARTRIDGE-GUERNSEY. Perdix rufa.
Rural Sports, ii. t. p. 408.

Notwithstanding many gentlemen have turned out the
Red-legged Partridge upon their estates, with a view to pro-
pagate the species at large, few have succeeded. Mr. Daniel,
however, assures us, that they are now plentiful near Orford,
in Suffolk, by the Marquis of Hertford having imported
many thousand eggs which were hatched under hens and
liberaled. This gentleman further says, that he found a
covey of these birds, in 1777, near Colchester, consisting of
fourteen, several of which he shot.

TFrom another respectable quarter we have been informed,
that many covies of Red-legged Partzidges may be found in
one day in the neighbourhood of Ipswich, on manors that are
preserved; and that they do not frequent the corn-fields, so
much as the waste heathy ground.

In the year 1809, one of the species was shot in the autumn
by a gentleman of Newbury, in Berkshire, out of a covey of
~ Common Partridges.

Itis a curious fact, that the Red-legged species should
be so much changed in ils nature, by only passing the
Brilish channe] from Picardy, in France, to Kent, in England,

not
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not above the \hird of a degree difference in point of Iati-
tude; yet prolific as it is on the south side of the channel, it
becomes less inclined to propagation, even in the same sort of
soil on the north side, so that every exertion to generally
paturalize it, has hitherto proved abortive.

In Spain and Portugal this species is very abundant, fre-
quenting the vineyards especially in the wind{er.

PEESEWEEP. Vide Lapwing.
PELICAN,

In the British Museum is a Memoir, in M. S. of T. Brown,
of Norwich, giving an account of the Great White Pelican
having been shot in England, May 1663, at Horsey Fen ;
and measured three yards from tip to tip of the wings. A
query is Lere put, whether it might not be one of the King's
Pelicans, kept at St. Jamey’s which had been lost about the
same time.

Doctor Latham also says that Dogtor Leith assyred him,
that a few years since, in the month of May, he saw a Pelican
fly over his head, on Blackheath, in Kent, and that it wps of
a brownish colour ; and which the former conjectures might
be his brown species.

The first of these in the relation has been accounted for,
as a bird escaped from the King’s Mews. The last, with ail
deference to Doctor Leith, who only saw the supposed
Pelican at a distance flying over him, we are induced to
believe was an immatured Swan in its brown plumage, which
at a moderate distance might have deceived him. We do
not believe the Pelecanus fuscus has been observed gut of
America, it appears to be truly a transatlaptic specjes,

PETREL-STORMY. Procellaria pelagica.
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 249.

P3 PROVINCIAL.
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PROVINCIAL.
Milty, Assilag, Spency, Sea-Swallow, Allamotti.

There appears to be some difference in the plumage of
this species, for two now before us weighed aboul an ounce
each: thie coverts of the secondary quil}s' are tipped with
- white, not the quills themselves; and a littla while is ob-
servable on the under part of the wing: the vent in these is
not white, but the rump and over the thighs are of that
colour: the feathers of the upper tail.coverts are white at
the base, with black tips: the tail is composed of twelve
very broad feathers, and when closed is nearly even at the
end, their colour dusky-black, with more or less white at the
base of all except the two middle ones. ST

We find this species breeds on the rocky coust of the
north of Cornwall, from whence a gentleman in our neigh-
bourhood, who is a collector of birds, received specimens
taken off their eggs, in the month of June. ‘ W

Like other rock birds, the Stormy Petrcl malkes no nest,
but deposits one large egg, about the size of that of the
Blackbird, but more regularly oval, of a white colour, with
an obscure zone of pmphsh -brewn, formed by minute specks
at the Iarger end. 2
" Mr. Fleming assures us, that the Stormy Petrel breeds in
all the islets of Zetland, but is never seen on land in the
winter. Thus it has been found to be truly indigenous to
the British domunous, pxleudmtr from the southem to the
most 'mrthem extremity., It is, howcvar, local, and by
no mecans geucmlly diffused, but is attached to particular
spots for the purpose of nidification.

[t is no uncommon occurrence to find birds of this species
dcad in places conhguous to the coast, and sometimes remote ;
such we have had brought to us several times in the monlhs
of October and Nevember. A spccnmeu was k:iled near

- Balh,
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Bath; and one is said to have been shot so far indand as
Derbyshire. [From Lhese circumstances it is understood, that
they sometimes fly across the land ; but what occasions the
annual mortality which has been noticed in differest parts is
difficult to determine : perhaps illness is the occasion of their
flying to the shore, to make a shorter cut across promontories,
or, in a weak state, to avoid a storm or an opposing wind,
and being unable to proceed far, are found dead on land.

We believe the assertion, that this bird is expert in diving, to
be without foundation ; the form and levity, too, (from having
a large proportion of feather, like the Gulls,) should alike
render them incapable of immersion. They have mot the
form for pursuing their prey under water, not do they ap-
pear to possess the means of diving : it is from the surface of
the sea that they collect their systenance.

Stormy Petrels fly in small flocks, and are the only
species of the feathered creation that dare venture so far
from shore as the middle of the Atlantic Ocecan, where they
appear to find subsistence, and only retire during the breeding
scason, In a voyage to America we noliced two or three
small congregations, and these generally followed the ship
for several hours, ‘ﬂying round, and playing about in the
manner of Swallows, frcquently stooping to pick up bils of
biscuit thrown over for the purpose., Fortunately, however,
we looked in vain each time for the accompanying tempest
which these bewitched chicken of Mother Cury were supposed
to forbode. Sailors, naturally superstitious, haye always
considered this little bird the foreruuner of stormy and tem-
pestuous weather, as the appearance of the Kingfisher dea
noted fine weather, denominated the halcyon days by the
ancients, These guguries, however, may be founded iu fact,
for as the Kingfisher is only scen on the sea shores, cr on the
coasts of bays and estuaries in the temperate months; sothe
Petre!, whose rapid wirg outstrips the wind, flies from the

siurq}
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slorm, and in its passage over the vast Atlantic, may traly
/ warn the mariner of the approaching tempest. Thus all that
is related is not fictiou ; thousands have witnessed the tempest
that has succeeded the appearance of these litile harbingers of
Aolus; the factis duly known to the manner, he does not
reason upon the ocenrrence, and unable Lo account for their
sudden ap, eirance, cails in the aid of superstition, .

PETTYCHAPS-GREATER. Sylvia horteusis.
Lath. Syn. Sup. u. p. 234.
Fauvette. Pettychaps. Bewick, Br. Birds, 1. p. 218.
Die Bastardnachtigale,  Naturf. 27, s. 39. 1. (Beckstein)

D. Beckstein observes that this bird, which he calls Bas-
tardnachtigale, is found throughout Sweden aud Germany,
departing thence the latter end of August.

Till recently we had not traced this species 50 far west as
Devonshire ; but in 1806 we heard several in the monih of
June, in the thickets that border the river Avon, within a few
miles cf its junction with the Sta, singing most charmingly ;
their notes being so mellow, and so singularly elegavt, that
no one conversant in the song of Lirds can possibly be mista-
ken. We afterwards saw two or three pairs of them,

Inatour acro'ss the kingdom from the western to the
eastern coast, this bird frequently occmred between tiie
easlem parls of ’mmtyS( tshire and Lincoloshire, and no where
more abundant thin between quldmg aud Boston in the
lasl mentioned county ; and indeed cvery where that shelter
could e fouid, even in the few hedges about the village of
Wainflect, and in the thickets surrounding the decoys on the
fens in that neighbou:hood, .

'I_t is necessary to notice the mistake that Mr, Bewick has
fflhen mto v h respect to tl\lis and some others of similar
habits, which be has tg;incd (after Buffon) Fauvettes. The

birds
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birds in question are his Pettychaps, Passerine Warbler, Yel-
low Willow-Wren, and Least Willow-Wren, The first of
these, by the dgscription, gnd more particnlarly by its
manners and habits, is the Greater Petlychaps, but unfortue
nately he bas affixed to it the synonyms of the Lesser Peity-
chaps, Motacilta hippolais of Linuceus. The second is withs
out doubt the Reea Wren, Sylvia arundinucea, of this
work, not the Passerine Warbler, which, though a continen-
tal species, Las not, we believe, been found in this island.
The third is our Wood Wren, and the fourth is the Motucillg
hippolais of Linnceus; the Lesser Pettychaps of this work,

This remark is obvinusiy necessary to pievent these birds
fiom being counfounded ; and as we shall have occasion to
speak again of these warblersintheir turn, we shall conclude
our lastory of this species by a few remarks on a note of Mr.
Bewick’s, at the bottom of page 219. ¢ We have” (says this
author) ¢¢ adopted the name of Fauvette, for want of a more
¢¢appropriate term in our language. We apprehend thisto be
“the Flycatcher of Mr, Pennant, Br. Zool, vol. 2. p.
€264, 1ft edit. and the Lesser Penycl'mps of Latham, which
“ he says is known in Yorkshire by the pame of the Beame
< bird ; but Le does not speak from his own knowledge of the
¢ bird, 1t certainly is but little known, and has no commeon
¢ pame in this country.” '

‘That the unfortunate Beam-bird of Willughby has caused
much perplexity must be admitted, though it is, undoubtedly,
the spotted Flycatcher : yet in the latter works of Pennant,
he suspected it might be the Motacilla thpol_us, the Lesser
Pettychaps of Latbam, not this bird.

The Greater Peltychaps has been long known, was first
discovered in Lancashire, and we may now conclude from
what Mr. Bewick relaes, that it is met with about Nevy-
castle, which at present is its utmost northern range, noticed
in Eogland, We were not personally able to ascertain it in

| ‘Northumberland,
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Noarthumberland, although we were in that county for several
summer months,

PETTYCHAPS-LESSER. Sylvia Hippolais.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 236.
Least Willow Wren. Bewick Br. Birds, i. p. 232
Motacilla Fitis. Naturf. 27. S, 50. 5.

PROVINCTAL.
Chip-chop, Chiff-chaff, Choice and Cheap.

This is the Motacilla hippolais of Linnceeus the Sylvia
hippolais of Doctor Latham.
~ The provincial names here specified are all expressive of
the double note which it reiterates throughout the summer
months, and even till late in the autumn,

It is of all the migrative warblers the earliest in its vernal
visit ; and is perhaps the only one that has occasionally been
observed with us during the winter ; and that probably con-
fined to a small district in the mildest part of England. From
its very early cry in our neighbourhood in the south of
Devon, we had long suspected this hafdy litlle species might
not who“y quit these parfs, and we were confirmed in this
opinion in the winter of 1800, one having been seen in the
garden about Christmas; and in the latter end of January
following, we had ocular proof of the fact, by observing two
of these little creatures busied in catching small winged in«
sects, wluch a bright day had roused in great abuudance
about some fir-trees, These they collected by frequently
$pringing from the ends of the btanches, and while thus
empioyed we shot one of them. . -

" This was a remarkable mild winter, the thermometer had

never but once been below the freezing pomt, and that only

about balf a degree. h

~ Inthe year 1808, on the 16th of December, we observed
two
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two more of these birds in the same fir-trees ; there had heen
a frost the preceding night, but the sun had roused a small
species of Culex, which the Pettychaps were feeding on.
The weight of one of these, which we also killed, was one
dram thirty-three grains. The other was frequently seen
afterwards as late as the middle of January.

It n_iay now be easy to account for the very early cry of
this bird occasionally in the spring; for probably such had
remained with us all the year, but are whully silent in the
winter ; the earliest we ever heard in Devonshire, was on the
fourteenth of March, 1804, at which time vegetation was
unusually forward. '

The Lesser Pettychaps, and the Long-tail Titmouse are
the smallest birds in Englaud, and perhaps in Europe, the
Golden-crested Wren exéepled i their weight is nearly similar.
The specimen of the Pettychaps, weighed in winter, was
unusually small, though not in bad condition,

The note of this bird is truly simple, but pleasing from
the concomitant, being the first harbinger of spring. During
the breeding season their binotonous cry is incessant, and has
caused a variety of similies, Some liken it to a repelition of
chiff chaff, others to ¢wit twit : and M. Beckstein thinks it
expresses the word fiz, repeated. Doctor Cornish informs
us, that about Totnes it is known by the name of Choice and
Cheap, from their notes ; but of all the similies, the words
bhz’p chop chop, chip chop, seem best to represent the notes,

PHALAROPE-RED. Phalaropus byperborea.
~ Red-necked Phalarope. Br. Miscel. i. t. 10. fem,
Phalaropus Williamsii, Lin. Trans. viii. p. 264

A specimen of the Red Phalarope, in our collection, has
the throat white ; the upper part of the neck before, and on
the sides, bright ferruginous; the lower part of the neck
S ' ' ' banded
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banded with cinereous: the upper part of the back, and
scapulars, a mixture of ferruginous, and deep ash-colour:
the secondary quills are, in part, very slightly tipped with
white, but the greater coverts largely so, especially those of
the secondaries, which are nearly one half white, and form
a very conspicuous bar across the wing: the quills have
white shafts: the middle tail feathers are dusky, the others
cinerecus, the outer one margined with white on the exterior
web, This according to late observationshould be a female,
and which we have described, as differing from what was
given in the former part of this work,

In the 8th vol, of the Transactiens of the Linfean Society
we find descriptions of both sexes of this species under the
title of Phalaropus Williamsii, differing very little from the
usual specific characters. Six females and two males were
dissected, by which means it was ascertained that the former
sex was rather the largest, and only had the fore part of the
neck of a ferruginous colour: the males were variegated on
that part with cinereous, rusty, and white.

These were taken in Sanda and North Ronaldsha, the
most northern of the Orkney islands, on the borders of
fresh water lakes, in the summer ; so that no doubt exists of
their breeding there. Itis remarked that the bellies of the
males were deficient of feathers, from which it is supposed
that sex alone performs the business of incubation. To this,
however, we cannot assent, as it is highly unnatural ; but
there is no doubt the males take a part in that palient, and
pecessary duty.

In the stomachs of these were observed the remains of
Onisci and Monoculi.

Mr. Simmonds, the author of this paper, suspecting these
might differ from the Red Phalarope, gave them another
name ; but the variation is so trifling, that it scarcely makes
a distinction between their summer and winter plumage, so
ghat uo doubt can exist of their being the red species, In
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In the British Miscelluny, mention is made of this bird
having been found iu those islands above mentioned, in the
month of July : and the figure of a female given, proved to
be such by dissection. In this the throat is white : sides of
the neck bright ferruginous, slightly uniting on the lower
part in front; the plumage of the upper parts of the bird
appears to be dusky, inclining to rufus-brown, dashed with
cinereous,

Some doubts have existed whether the Red and Grey Pha.
laropes may not be the same species, Had not what we
have just related fairly determined the contrary by dissection,
we should have entered more on the subject ; but we shall
here remark, that an attention to the bill which is so ese
sentially different, will leave no doubt in the mind of the
critical naturalist. In this the bill is very slender, and acu.
minated at the point, where it bends a trifle: in the Grey
species the bill is not so slender and terminales rather broad,
and sub-compressed. Acerbi gives thisin his list of Lap
land birds.

PHEASANT-COMMON. Phasianus colchicus.

In the General Synopsis of Birds, vol. iv. p. 672, the
author mentions two instances, to his knowledge, of the Pea-
hen having assumed much of the plumage of the male, par-
ticularly the ocellated train, or coverts of tle tail; one of
these, which originally belonged to LadyTynte, and afterwards
preserved in the Leverian Museum is represented Tab. 60,

This curious and unnatural change is well known to take
place occasionally in the Common Pheasant. The cir-
cumstance is not ouly mentioned by Edwards aud Salerne,
but an ingenious paper on the subject was given in Vol. 70,
p. 527. of the Philosophical Transactions, by Doctor
Hunter,

Doctor
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Doctor Latham says, that the female of the Rock Manakin,
is said to obtain the plumage of the opposite sex after a
number of years. Age, however, does not appear to be the
cause of this singular fusus of nature, as we have before
remarked ; but what the cause may be that produces such a
different secretion for colouring the feathers than is usual, or
that occasions such a superior luxuriauce of growth, as in the
train of the Pea-hen, is at present a matter of conjecture only.
That few species produce this phenomenon, and those rarely,
s well known; and we suspected that. this happened only in
confinement, until the contrary had been well authenticated
with respect to the Pheasant.

This chauge therefore is not wholly the consequence of
domestication ; though daily experience convinces us that the
want of a variety of food, and range, has produced variety of
plumage ad infinitum in the Pigeon, the common Fowl, the
Duck, aud even in the Turkey ; though no instance in either
of these has occurred, of a complete change in the sexual
characters of plumage. The domestic Hen Las never ap-
peared in the long tail fealhers of the Cock ; the Duck has
never thrown out the curled middle feathers of the tail. Age,
however, will produce some trifling alterations, but it does not
appear that such a total metamorphose in sexual plumage is
occasioned by extraordinary age, since it has' eccurred at five
or six months old, of which the following is a proof,

From the indubitable authority of the Honorable Rev.
George Herbert, we are informed that itis by no means an
uncommon circumstance for the hen Pheasant to assume the
male plumage in the woods of Norfolk. This gentleman
assures us that he shiot three such birds last year, (1811,) and
further remarks that as a proof of Lhis extraordinary change
not being the effect of age, a clutch of eggs that were brought
in from the field, in hay harvest, were hatched uunder a do-
mestic hen, and onc of the young females, at the usual time,

in
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in the same autumn, when the sexual feathers appear, assumed
the male plumage. The head and neck resemble those of

the male but are not so brilliant, having a tinge of brown:

the breast not so dark : the back and tail resemble those of
the female. '

A female Painted Pheasant Phaséanus pictus, bred in the
meénagerie belonging to the late Lord Carnarvon, at High-~
clere, became male feathered, and that Nobleman, with his
usual politeness and altention to our pursuits, sent the bird to
us, accompanied with a letter, stating ssme particulars con-
cerning her.  The purport of the letter was, that the bird was
about six years old, aud had produced some broods, but that
for the two last years she had not bred ; that in the spring of
the year in which she became barren, or did not lay any more
eggs, visible marks of change to the male plumage began to
appear, and in the autumnal moulling following, the tail and
other coloured feathers were evident marks of this strange
assumption of pluinage, What additional change tock place
the succceding spring was not mnoliced, but her autumpal
plumage of that year was perfected before her decease, which
took place on the 10th of Dec. 1803. In this state of change,
which appears to have been progressive, there are evident
marks of her sex, especially on the back and rump, which
had not attained the full yellow, nor the long narrow crimson
coverts of the tail: but the beautiful yellow silky crest, and
the orange hood on the hind part of the head, composed of
long truncated feathers, with their tips barred with purple
that fall over the neck, are as perfect as in the male. The
putrid state in which the bird arrived, did not admit of any
inspection of Lthe ovaries.

From these and many other accounts, it is quite clear, that
age has nothing to do with this phenomenon,

In the Osterly Menagerie, we are told that some instances
had occurred, where the female Painted Pheasant had as-

sumed
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sumed ihe plumage of the other sex. One of these birds
belonging to the Duke of Leeds, could only be distinguished
from a male by the difference iu the eyes, the inferior length
of the tail, and want of the spurs,

Edwards speaks of the common female Pheasant in the
menagerie of the last mentioned nobleman, having also
assumed the male plumage.

We were also favoured with a pied variety of the Common
Pheasant heu alive from the present Lord Carnarvon, that
had become male feathered ; this died of a decayed liver, and
was so emaciated as to render the ovaries inconspicuous.

Birds in a state of domesticalion or confinement, not un=
commonly make a tolal chauge in the coiour of Lheir plumage.
A fiiend had a beautiful Hen of the common domestie fowl,
which was kept on account of her beauty and diversity of
colours, that afler rearing several broods of chicken, became
enlirelv white, and continued so.

Mr. Anstice assures us, that a neighbour hasa common
Cock of the Java breed, which originally was black and
red like some of the Euglish game breed, that on the third
year became mottled with white, and in the fourlh mouliing,
was clothed in pure unsullied white. |

We are frequently to!d that it is no uncommon accurrence
in the parts of the Kingdom where Pheasants are plentiful,
for the male to repair to the neighbouring farm-yards, and
propagate with the domestic hens.. That those who have
related such accounts had been so informed we do not doubt;
and we know that birds, reputed to be the offspring of such
commerce, have been sold as such, merely te enhance their
value ; but we have no doubt, that if such a mixture has
ever taken place in an unconstrained state, it is extremely
rare, and by no means common in confinement., All our
mnany attempls to procure a breed between the male Pheasant

and the Bantham hen, as well as the Bantham cock and
Pheasant
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Pheasant lien, have proved ineffectual, though attended with
every care: we have reason therefore to conclude such a
spurious breed is merely accidental, and by no means to be
commanded.

We are assured, that a gentleman in the west of England
had a mixed breed between the China or Pencil Pheasant,
and the common species, However this may be, it has hi-
therto failed with us.

Both the present and the late Lord Carnarvon, endeavoured
to obtain a mixed breed between the IIeath Grous, and the
Common Pheasant, without effect.

The strange bird which is figured in the Naturalists Ca-
lendar, and which was supposed to be a hybrid between the
Pheasant and domestic fowl, certainly has more appearance
of a mixture betweea the Dlack or Heath Grous, and the
Pheasant ; and we should conceive such had not been pro-
duced in a state of nature, but had made its escape from some
menagerie. If it had been a hybrid produced at large,
more would probably have been discovered in the same
ncighbuurhbod, as a brood must have existed.

"The Common Pheasant though naturalized with us, would
soon become extinct, were it not for large domains highly
preserved, for as they are great ramblers where they are
molested, their appearance, on less preserved property, would
be fatal. Nor would even this pariial preservation secure a
continuance of the breed were not thousands bred annually
in confinement, and liberated to replenish th:e declining wild
stock. '

There appears to be something more congenial to the
habits of the Pheasant in the south-eastern parts of the king-
dom than inany other ; the slaughter which the public prints
occasionally announce, on the estates of Mr, Coke of Norfolk,
and some others, exceeds every thing of the kind, TPut asa
proof that the soil, or climate, or botli, with other concomi-

0 tant
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tant circumstances, are congenial to the nature of this Lird,
BMr. Herdert, of St. Andrew’s-Hall, assures us, that five
vears ago, there was not a Pheasarit on his estate, and that
now he hasat least three hundred brace in the small covers
round his house, the produce of a hundred and twenty
eggs, hought in London four years since. That last
sporting season, he killed from his stock, sixty-five brace
of Cocks; and this season, he had already killed that
number, aad intended to kill as many more ; having the
day before, (2d January, 1812) with four guns, killed
twenty-two brace.

But with all possible attention to this noble and beautifu}
species of Lhe feathered tenants of the woods, few counties
“can boast of plenty; and the difficulty of rearing the young
in confinement, in some situations is so great, that the in-
crease of the stock is scarcely a tenth part of the eggs that
are laid.

In the early period of life, the infant Pheasants arc de-
licate in coiifinenient, for want of that food with which na-
ture has so amply supplied their table in the wilderness: yet
a large portion with care pass this delicate age, but have
still to conterd with that period of life when their nestling
feathers are to be superseded by adull plumage. Thisis
the time that many droop for want of strength to support so
considerable an exhaustion of animal secretion, to the
fartherence of ihat great design. But of all the maladies under
which this species as well as some others of a similar nature
suffer, there is none so horribly destructive as the oscitans,
or the distemper usually called the gapes. To many who
have led a country life, the disease is well known to depo-
pulate the poultry yard; whole broods of Chickens are seized
with it, and frequently not a single one is saved.

. We have been assured by Lord Carnarvon, that in his

Pheasantry, at Pixton, in Somersetshire, not 2bove ten young
ones
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ones are brought to maturity out of a hundred eggs, and that
the greater number die about the age when the distinction of
sexual plumage begins to be visible: at that age hLis Lord«
ship has generally found the gaping distemper to rage most
violently.

Mr. Herbert assnres us, that this distemper is very de-
structive to young Pheasants and common poultry in Norfolk,
which is there called gapes or chuck, and he thinks particu-
larly so to young Turkies. The different effects which this
distemper appears to produce in different situations, are
certainly remarkable, for though we are scarcely able to rear
Chickens or Pheasants in some parls of Devonshire, Turkies
rarely fail, although equally infected. These with us never
airive at the critical stage of the disease, that of gaping or
difficulty of respiration ; and which we attribute to the
superior size of the ¢rachea in these birds at the time they are
affected. We conclude, therefore, that the young broods of
Turkies are more early attacked in Norfolk than in Devon-
shire, since we have neither lost a single young one ourselves,
nor can we find that any have been known to die of it in this
part of the kingdom.

Mr. Herbert further says, that he suffers much more in his
poultry yard than in his pheasantry, but that he greatly
attributes his success in rearing Pheasants, to the celebrity of
bis keeper, who being aware that the disease was occasioned
by worms, treated it as is usnal with other animals having a
vermicular complaint. How far the nosological knowledge
of this wsculapian keeper, or even his physiological enquiries
may have directed his prescription, we shall not here discuss,
but we cannot suppose that a pellet or two of rue, mixed with
butter, with which the Pheasants are cramumed, can produce
that beneficial effect he seems to ascribe to it. 'Those who
kuow but little of anatomy are aware that what passes down

the @sophagus or gullet, can have no direct communication
Q2 with
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with the frachea or windpipe ; and,.therefore, the rue, which
might be administered as a remedy for worms in the stomach
or intestines, cannot reach the seat of the disorder in a direct
maunner, and that its natnre must be completely altered, by
the subtle parts of it only having been tuken up by the
absorbents, and eonveyed to these vermes, through the cir-
cuitous means of the circulation of the blood. We must,
thercfore, attribute the great success of this person, to a
merilorious attention to the young Pheasants, in kecping them
clean, and by administering plenty and varicty of food,
especially such as in their wild ‘stale would be their infant
aliment. Perhaps too the distemper in that situation may
not commence so early ; for in that, the life of the affected
greatly depends.  Rapid growth, which can only be insured
by warmth and plenty of nourishing food, will save many,
for it is by increasing the size of the Zrachea, that they are
prevented from suffocation.

"The merit however of eur friend’s keeper, in the rearing
young fealhered game, is deserving of record, since in the last
season,out of one hundred and five Pheasants that were hatched,
ninety-four went off to the covers full grown, one was killed
by accident, and eight only died of ihe distemper. Of
Partridges, he reared ome hundred and sixleen oul of ove
hundred and (wenly-nine, having lost ouly thirteen by the
gapes.  In the preceding season, he only lost two Pheasants
out of sixty-six that were hatched; and he thinks he would
engage to rear, including accidents of all sorts, ninety out of
every hundred,

With all the merit that is due to Mr. Herbert's keeper,
it must be ohserved,» that much is to be attributed to the
locality of situation; experience has cleacly demonstrated,
that at the short distance of a hundred yards, or perhaps less,
from where the distemper fatally rages, a cottager, who
coulinually breeds Chickens, never discovercd that his were

ever
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ever affected, and scarcely fails in rearing the whole of every
brood. '

ft may not be thought foreign to our enquiries, to remark
in this place, that we suspect Chickens which are hatched, and
for a time are kept within theinfluence of a cottage fire, are
cortinually inhaling a preventative to the vermicular distem-
per. The smoke of wood or peatis saturated with akali,
whose caustic quality either prevents the propagation, or
destroys the worm in its infancy. Itis most probably to this
quality, that the fumes of tobacco have been found mfallible
in the oscitans, as will be more particularly noticed hereafter ;
and we really suspect that most vegetahle smoke will be found
to be beneficial. Few persons have been exposed to the
stuoke of wood in combustion, that have not had their eyes
sensibly affected by its pungency, and which applied to the
tender surface of the worm in its passage through the {rachea
by respiration, is doubtless the secret by which these vermes
are destroyed in their infancy amongst the cotlagers,

1t should, however, be remarked, that as this destruclive
discase is occasioned by a worm of the genus Fusciola, which
by some mecans is propagated in the frackeau or windpipe,
all situations do not equally produce the annual mortalily in
the infaniine race of some of the Gallinaceous tribe. We
have been told that the disorder is not so deadly in Norfolk,
amongst the young domestic Pheasants, as in sume olher
parts, which is verified by Mr. Herbert’s account, and
it is reasonable lo suppose, that the malignancy of the disa
temper is variable, even in contiguous places.

We have been assured that a person in Devonshire, could
never rear any Chickens upon one fapmn, that laid high, and
yet at no great dislance in a low situation, a Chick is rarely
lost. 'This, however, is not generally the case, for instance
the Pheasantry at Lord Carnarvous, is in a valley surrounded
by hills.  lo the neighbourhood of Kingsbridge, we have

Q3 | obscrved
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obse rved whole broods affected in all 51tualmns, but none in
which lhe vermicular distemper is more constant than our
own, which is a remarkable dry spot upon an eminence.
Under such circumstances, it is more probable, that soil, not
situation, may more or less produce this disease, and possibly
some species of vegetable may be common in some soils, that
may be an antidote. =

The oscitans or gapes, is ot as we for!neﬂy suspected,
confined to the western parts of England, for we are assured
from good authority, that it is partially known in almost
all the southern and south.eastern counties; but there
appears intermediate local situalions in which it has not
been noticed. ‘ =

Until we endeavoured to investigate the nature of this
distemper, the cause was unknown to us, vet it seems some
of the good hous."wwes had dlscovere(l that the Chickens
which died of the gapes, had worms in lhe throat, and had
administered urine and rue as a remedy, and some have de-
clared with effect.  We do not, however, intend to enter inte
a full detuil of our experiments, in order to discover a remedy
for the disorder, but only rclate those which appear to be most
eflicacious.  Wilh respect to the vermis, which is the cause
of ‘he disease, a description of it is useless in this place, siuce
it has been published in the DBlemoirs of the Wernerian
i‘u’alural History Society, accompauied by a figure, and is
considered a new species of Fasciola.

It cannot fail to be highly i'mercslinrr to the community at
laige, to be mformed of any remedy for so fatul a disease,
and thereby rescue from premature death a Lm-e porlion of
thiose nseful animals, the domestic poulll}.

Garlic, and the whole tribe of 4llium, appear to have been
administered with some ‘\dvant.we as u vermifuge in this case,
but is by no means to be dcpendcd on as cerlain in its
operations, in the different advanced stages of the d_lseqse.

It

1
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It may be administered in two ways, but the most effectual
is a strong infusion, which should be their only @vink 3
at the same time chives or young onions chopped small, and
mixed with meal, may be administered once or twice a day
as their food. It should, however, be recollected, that it isin
the carly stage of the distemper, that benefit is to be expect-
ed, before the violent irritation of the vermes has caused in-
flammation ; and if in such a sjtuation where the distemper is
prevalent, this course of imedicine was administered, at a week
or a fortnight old as a prevenlative, it might be beueficial,

The sitnation in which these I'ascioli are lodged, renders
it impossible to admivister any thing direct, for any remedy
applied to the interior of the frachea would he worse than
the disease : whatever therefore is adopted to dislu(_lge these
worms, must be effccted either by fumigation, absorption
through the skin contiguous to the part eflected, or through
the circulation.

Having observed how powerfully garlic is absorbed and
communicated to the whole frame of a human being, by
only applying it to the soles of the feet, (the breath in par-
ticular becoming most offensive under its influence, where
thus used for the hooping cough) we considered that this
powerful herb might be noxious to these worms, who live
by sucking the secretion of the mucus membrane of the
trachea, and consequently compel them to quit their hold,
and allow the Chickens in their fits of coughihg to dischargé
them, That benefit has been derived from this medicinc is
without doubt, and we cannot assign any other means of its
action.

In the advanced state of the disorder, nothing is so effectual
as fumigatiou, the inhaling of the steam of medicated li-
quors, or (he smoke of some narcotic hetb, are the only
methods of applying any remedy direclly to the part affected ;

and of these, tobacco stands foremost as the readiest, from
being
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being so generally in use, 2nd so easily applied in the form
of fumigation ; and we are happy to say, that if it is pro-
perly administered, it is an infallible remedy. In order to
administer this fumigation in sufficient quantity, there is
some care requiced, that the Chickens (which must be con-
fined in a close vessel) are not suffecated.” We have repeated
this operation with the utmost success, by coufining the
diseased chickens in a box, with a door on one side abount
half the height of the box, with its hinges so placed as lo
open downwards. By this means the interior can be exa.
mined from time to time, in order to observe the density of
the smoke, and the state of the chickens. To a person in the
Labit of smoking tebacco, there is no difliculty of lighling a
pipe, and by introducing the bowl through an aperture, the
smoke may be blown in till it appears censiderably dense,
which must be examined every two or three minutes,

When any of the Chickens become stupified by the narcotic
qualily of the fumes of the tobacco, the cperation of blowing
the pipe should cease; and as fresh air will rush in when the
door is opeued, there wiil be no danger of sufiocation.  If,
however, any shouid appear to be more exhausted than the
rest, or than is requisite, they should be taken wout, and
they will soon recover, when removed from the smoke. We
have found, that the longer the Chickens are confined in the
smoke the betier, but that a cerlain degree of density is re-
quired to destroy the worms by its caustic quality.  As dense
a smoke, therefore, as the Chickens can coutinue to exist in,
is best, and the criterion is slupefaction and the loss of the
use of their legs: when that efiect appears, no more smoke
should be introduced.

As soon, Liowever, as the Chickens recover the use of their
legs, they may be suflcred to remain in the fumigating box for
two or fhree hours ; but remiembering that the inkaling of a
large quantity of smoke in half an hour, will e more eflectual,
than a whole day confined in a small guantity, We
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‘We have been assured by a very respectable gentleman
farmer in the north of Devon, that Calves are subject to a
similar distemper, and that he had found the fumes of tobacco
infallible. Mr, Barret, of Teignmouth, informs us, that the
oscitans is so prevalent amongst the Chickens in thatneigh=
bourhood, that more than one third of a brood usually die 3
but that he found the greatest success from fumigating with
tobncco, This geotleman suys that he puts the whole brood
(as soon as any symptoms appear) under a close vessel, and
then introduces the bowl of a tobacco-pipe, filled with the
kerb, wluch is blown through till the pipe is burnt out. That
the Chickens after a liltle time appear to be dead, but by
leaving them in the smoke they revive; and that he never had
occasion to fumigate more thau three times, and in no instance
lost a single chick either in or alter the operation. However
this gentleman’s experiment niny have corroborated our own
with respect to the fumigation of tobacco being un infallible
cure for the vermicular disorder, there certainly requires some
care in the operation being performed in a close vessel
It cannot be intended to convey an idea that any vessel uire
tight should be used, and consequently, the danger of suffo-
cation is more or less, according to the size of the vessel, the
density of the smoke, and the means by which fresh eir can
enter, Experlence has convinced us, that some caution is
requisite, as by u continuance of dense fumes, siter great de-
bility had been exeited in the Chickens, we have produced
lrrecoverable suftocation in a box, where the seams were by
no means airotight. ‘

It may be acceptable (o some of our readers to romark,
that if o metallic tube of about an inch diameter, and wwo
inches long be made to fit into a hole on the side of the fu-
migating box, aud u smaller vube that fits the nose of u pair
of bellows be fitted into the larger tube, the fumes may be
more conveniently blown into the box, But as the tobacco

canuot
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gannot be braught into combustion without drawing the air
through it, as it must be lighted at the top, a small piece of
slow match should be placed in the centre of the pipe, and
the tobacco pressed in oun every side. The slow match may
be prepared of that soft and slightly twisted cord with which
sugar loaves are usually bound; this soaked in a weak
solution of nitre, in the proportion of a dram aud a balf, to
half a pint of water, thea gently squeezed, and hung to dry

will be fit for use, This is easily lighted and continuing to

burn, communicates combustion to the lobacco frem ilie
top to the bottom of the tube, aud greatly facilitates the
operation of fumigation, :

The powerful effect of the tobacco fumes is commupis
cated through the lungs of birds iuto every part, and no
culinary preparatior can render the flesh of a Chicken pala,
- table, that has been killed under the operation of fumigating
with it, '

In nostage of the complaint, has the fumigation failed, and
we recommend its application three timesin three successiye
days; and when the craw is empty, and not after feeding,

We shall now quit the subject, witha pleasing reflection,
that what has been said, may be the means of preserving from
a premature and uselsss death an animal so essential to the
comforts of mankind, as our domestic fowl.. To these,
however, who may nol have noticed the symploms of this
deadly complaint, it may not be improper to remark, that gs
soon as Chickens are observed to cough, or as it is common=
Iy called sneeze,no time should be lost ; for in a few days aftey
a difficully of breathing comes on, known by their necks being
streiched out, and the mouth opened, then called the gapes:
after which, a week or ten days puts an end to their gxistence
in a fit of suffocalion, the irachen being filled with the
Fascioli, otally obstructs the passage to the lungs, and
consequently respiratjon ceases,

Probably
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Probably this disorder is confined to the Gallinacious
tribe, for though thg common domestic Fow'l, the Turkey,
the Pheasant, and the Partridge in confinement, are equally
liable to the vermicular distemper; neither the domestic
Duck nor yet the Pigeon, have been known to he dﬁ'ecwd,
though living together and partaking of the same food.

We have opened the ¢rachea of a great many Chickens that
haye died by suffocatjon, and have found these vermes alive
Innn after the Chick has been cold, and holding so firmly by
one of their arms, (for they have two, with asucker or
mouth on each) that theye -were with difficulty separated
'mthout hreaklng g

As a concludmg remark it may not be i improper to add,
that when we assert, that the distemper to which all the
species of the Gallmacmus tribe before mentloned are subject,
it is from ocular demonstratlon, and we can speak posmvcly
as to the vermes in all being of the same speues.

In addition to the urinal medicine, the rue, and the gdrllc
Lord Camarvon thmks that senna has been admmlalered
with some beneﬁcnal effect. But we must not cmit to
mention a recipe which Sir William Elford assures us lhe
supermtend.ant of his poultry yard has used with advantage.
This is the 'applicélio'n of the essence of ambergris to the
nostrils by means of 3 feather. We do not, however, at-
tach more expectation of henefit in this, than in a long list
of other nostrums ; especially as we can positively assert that
it has been tried on Pheasants repeatedly, without the smallest
eﬂ"et.t the buds dying under its adminisiration, From our
own e\tpeneuce, and from gll the information we can collect,
fumlgauon with tobacco, is, at present the oaly certain
remedy discovered ; and which we most carnestly recomw
meud o those interested in breeding of Poultry, or Pheasants,

PICX-A-TREE, Vide Woodpecker-green,
| | | PICKET
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PICKET. Vide Tern-common,
PICKMIRE. Vide Gull-black-headed.
PICKTARNE or PICTARNY. Vide Tern-common.
PINNOCK. Vide Titmouse-blue.
PLOVER-ALEXANDRINE. Vide Plover-ring .
PLOVER-CREAM-COLOURED. YVide Cursorius Euro=
peus.
PLOVER-GOLDEN. Charadrius-pluvialis,
Rural Sports, ii. t. p. 456,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t, p. 340,

“This species begins to change its plumage early in the year ;
a specimen shot on the 10th of March in Devonshire, had the
whole under parts mixed black and white, from the chin to
the vent ; the black is least predominant across the upper
part of the breast, the most on the belly and sides.

By some called Yellow Plover.

PLOVER-GREAT. Vide Bustard-thick-kneed.
PLOVER-RENTISIL ;

Lath Syu. Sup. ii. p. 317.?

Lewen Br. Birds, t. 185,

Charadrius Cantianus. Index Orn. Sup. p. 66,

In the former part of this work, we made mention of this
bird under the head of Ringed Plover, of which we suspected
it might bea variety; and we are by no means at present
.conviniced of the contrary, for in fact the description given of
it, differs so little from somo of the immatured Ringed Plovers,
except in the colour of the crown of the head, that we are
bound to express our doubts, As, however, we have such
excellent authority as that of Doctor Latham, for continuing
it us a distinct species, we shall tuke the liberty of copying
his deseription,

“Size of the Ringed Plover: length six inches and o half;

breadth
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breadth fifteen inches : weightan ounce and a half: the bill is
black : top of the head ferruginous-brown, bounded on the
fore part with black ; but the forehead is white, and passes
over the eye, and a little beyond it : from the bill through
the eye a black streak, broadening behind the eye and reacha
ing over the ear: all beneath, from the chin to the vent
white, passing round the neck as acollar: on each side the
breast, next to the shoulder of the wing, is a black patch :
back and wings pale brown : quills dusky ; the shaft of the
outer one the whole of the length, and the middle of the
next white : the greater coverts for the most part tipped
with white : tail rounded in shape, not unlike the quills: the
three outer feathers white, except a dusky spot on the inner
web of the outmost buttwo ; the others have the basis very
pale half way, but the two middle ones are of one colour.”
We shall here take the liberty to remark, that at this
moment we have two immatured Ringed Plovers before us,
exaclly correspending in markings with the above, exceptin the
crown of the head being brown, dashed with rufous ; and the
terlials of the wings are slightly tipped with white, that when
the wings are closed look like the greater coverts, and might
in a stuffed bird be readily mistaken, By a comparison also
with the variety of the Ringed Plover, called the Alexandrine
Plover, the difference is so trifling, except in the crown of
the head inclining more to ferruginous-brown, that they appear
to be varieties shightly removed from each other.
<€ T received the above” (says Doctor Latham) ¢¢ from Mr,
Boys, of Sandwich, 23d of May, 1787, being shot in that
neighbourhood ; and in the month of April, 1791, two others;
the weight of these was about twenty grains more than the
former : the bill and legs were black : in one of them the
whole nape was of a fine pale reddish-bay, the other pale
brown, inclining to bay towards the nape : the three outer
tail-featliers white, but the inner of these inclining to dusky
en
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on the inner web ; the next very pale brown, or brownish~
white, with a dusky tip; the four middle ones brown, with
the ends dusky, approaching to black: in other things they
were like the first described ;- but in one of them, the black
patch at the bend of the wing, was much larger and ap-
proached on edch side towards the breast.”

In the description of these last, it is admitted that one of
thein was only pale brown en the head, inclining to bay on
the nape; and also that the black patch at the bend of the
‘wing was larger and almost met on the breast, Here then we
appear to have almost a direct intermediate stage between the
Ringed Plover of the first year; called the Alexandrine Plover,
and the adult Ringed-Plover.

Doctor Latham remarks, that the Kentish P!over cannot
belong to the Ringed Plover in any stage, as the bill and
legs will testify, ¢ for in the last, (says the Doctor) both of
them incline more or less to yellow or orange, even whilst
very young, and in the adult are ever of a fine orange.”

We do not agree with our worthy friend, that in the
adulls the Ringed Plovers have the base of their bills and
legs more or less yellow ; but before that period the bill has
rarely any yellow, and the legs are variable from dusky, to
pale yellowish-brown, according lo age, and their approach
towards maturity ; as represented in the Alexandrine Plover,
which as we have before staled is without doubt the Ringed
species in the adolescent state,

PLOVER-LONG-LEGGED. Charadrius-himantopus.
Shaw Zool. Lect. i. t. 80,
Nat. Miscel. t. 195,

A bird of this rare species was shot in Anglesea in the
year 1793, an account of which is related in the Nafuralists
Miscelluny. as received from Mr. Davies of Aber.

Is sometimes called Longshanks.
PLOVER-RINGED.
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PLOVER.RINGED. Charadrius Hiaticula:
Charadrius hiatigula, Lin. Syst. et. Ind. Orn.
Charadrius Alexandrinus, Ind. Orn, ii. p. 744.
Muller, Zool. Dan, Prod. Ne. 2104
Brun. Oro, p. 77.
Alexandrine Plover, Lath. Syn,v.p.203. Id. Sup.ii.p. 315,
Ringed Plover, Lin, Trans. vii. p. 281,
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 345.

PROVINCIAL.
Ring-Dottrell, Sand-Lark.

As we have not the ledast doubt that the bird usually
described as a distinct species, under the title of Cheradrius
Alexandrinus, is no other than the Ringed Plover in its
adolescent state, we have connected their synonyms. DButas
we cannot speak with the same degree of confidence with
respect to Charadrius Cantianus, we have for the present
assigned it a separate place.

Soon after the publication of the second Supplement to the
Gencral Synopsis of Birds we had occasion to deliver in a
paper on several subjects of Natural History to the Linnean
Society, and took that opportunity to express an opinion upon
the birds in question : and as nothing since that period has
occurred to induce a different opinion, we cannot give our
senliments in this place better, than by transcribing those
published in vol. vii. of the Transactions of that Society.

“In the Ornithological Dz‘cté‘onary it will be seen, that
gome doubts are entertained, whether the Alexandrine Plover,
Charadrius Alexandrinus of Linuccus, and the Kentish
Plover of Lewin, are not really varieties of the Ringed
Plover : such doubts cannot but exist with those who have
had the same opportunity of examining the number of
specimens we have at all times of the year; and we confess
that additional, and more recent observations have so

strengthiened
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strengthiened our former conjectures, as to leave the mind
with scarcely the shadow of a doubt, that they are actually
one and the same species.

When the size and ‘weight, the manners and habits of
similar birds are consulted, and found to be the same; when
the plumage of such is so nearly alike, except in a few
markings, which are variable by age, and season; when
gradations are to be traced from the markings of one to that
of the other; and when such birds always congregate to-
gether ; we must be naturally led to conjecture, that nas
turalists, who have not had the same opportunities of attending
them in their native haunts, aod bave only examined a few
individuals, perhaps in their extreme dissimilitude of plumage,
might without committing their sgientific knowledge, de-
scribe them as distinct species. It .mmust, however, be ac-
knowledged, that the actual criterion, is the tracing of such
doubiful subjects through their several changes, from the
nestling to the adult: such has been our usual plan where
opportunity permitted,

On the present question, were it not for the strong ches-
nut colour the Kentish Plover is said to possess on the crown
of the head, as described by Lewin, and since by Doetor
Latham, in his second Supplement to the General Synopsis,
we should not have hesitaled in pronouncing these three birds
to be only one species ; for the marks of distinction on which
8o much stress is Jaid by some persons, will by no means hold
good, not only wilh respect to this, but also to many other
species of birds, as we can prove from ocular demonstration,

There is indecd nothing more vaguc and indeterminate,
than the colour of the legs and bill: a circumstance that has
already led to much confusion, and of which we beg leave to
put the young and inexpericnced Ornithologist upon his
guard.

It would be endless to adduce instances of these uncertain

marks
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marks, more or less changing by age and seasom, so well
kuown to those who search for truth amongst nature’s stores :
the examples of the Black-headed and Herring Gulls, here-
after mentioned in this paper, are sufficient to shew the care
réqtlisitc in admitting the colour of those parts as tie only
specific distinction, '

The colour therefore, of the head alone, in what is de-
scribed as the Kentish Plover, is the ol y circuinstance that

could stagger our opmlon and we must still conjecture, that
the bird figured by Lewin is only an accidental variely ; for
it is admitted in the second Supplement to the Generul
Synopsis, (the author of which sent the description to
Lewin) that this part of the bird has its gradations.  In the
first described specimen, the top of the head is ferrugixlous-
brown ; aud wilh respect to the two other specimens, killed
in the month of April, it is stated, that ¢ in one of thera
the whole nape was of a fine pale rc;ldlsl; bay the other pale
brown, inclining to bay towards the nape.” '

¢¢ We shall now take leave of these birds for the present,
by remarking, that we have repeatedly taken the young ol’
the rmged Plover before it could fly, and, we beheve, in all
the usual intermediate changes of plumage in every month in
the year; and we do assert, that in its mfant slate, the legs
and bill are not yellow, though paler thau they are after it
has attained the power of flying, when they become ofa dusky-
brown, and continue that colour for a consnderable time,
changiog by degrees to a yellow-brown, and lastly to an
orange-yellow ; but this last change is never effected till the
plumage is nearly complete, and is usually the last mark of
Perfechon.

Atthis time (January) we haye before us fresh specimens
of this species, with all the marks of adults, except that the
bill and legs do not possess the full yellow; at the same tinie
we bave others agrecing with the Alexandrine and Kentish

B Plotcrs;
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Plovers, but with the crown of the head pale brown, somd
more or less linged with rufous; and the white which passes
over the eye from the forehead, not quite running inlo the
ring of that colour round the neck, but in some so near it as
not to admit of a specific mark of distinction; the bill and
legs dusky.”

We had in June 1811, a Ringed Plover alive, that wa¢
taken in the month of December preceding, at which time it
had as nearly all the characters of the Alexandrine Plover, as
may be expected in asubject liable to variation. The bill
was dusky and the legs brown : the head and breast destitute
of the black bands; and except that the white which passed
from the forehead over the eye did not quite join the white
ringround the neck, there was no difference whatever between
this bird and the description given of the Alexandrine Plover.
In the month of March the feathers which constitute the black
band behind the white one on the forehead, and the dark
fealhers on the middle of the breast, which unite the brown
on the sides, and form a band on that part, began to appear,
Before the middle of April, my Alexandrine Plover (as I sus«
pected) was in the complete plumage of the Ringed Plover,
the bill was as usual yellow, except at the point: but the
legs were still brown with scarcely a tinge of yellow. From
the deep colour of the black on the head and breast, there is
reason to suppose this bird was a male. Whether this species
after having arrived at maturity, makes amy autumnal change,
we have not yet been able to determine ; but probably it is
only the young birds which are not maturely feathered till the
fullowing spring, that have been described as dislinct species.

This little bird conlinued in high health till it was killed
by a Cat, having been generally fed wpon worms, in order to
produce the full and proper plumage expected, by its most
patural food ; butit had occasionally eaten flesh minced small.

We need not add any thing to the above observations, but

that
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that Doctor Latham makes the weight of the Kentish Ploves
not much more than an ounce and a half ; and the length six
inchesand a half. This is certainly less than the usual weight
and measurement of the Ringed Flover, which weighs from
two, to two ounces and a half, and is generally move than
seven inches long.

The name of Ring Dottrel bas been applied to this bird in
some parts, as well as that of Stone Plover, which last has alse
been given to the thick-kneed Bustard,

We took an egg from the nest of this bird, and after carry~
ing it a great many miles, were surpriscd to findthe young one
init alive, and actually chirping at theend of three days, nota
withstanding it had been deprived of its accustomed warmth.
This is a proof that eggs, or rather the embrio young, are
not easily destroyed by moderate cold, comparatively
speaking, as relative to the temperature of a breeding bird, at
a certain period of incubation. A small crack in the shell
had given the young the means of respiration, and conse=
quently of uttering sound,

The Ringed Plover is entirely a shore bird, residing there
the whole year, and picking up its sustenance from the rejec-
tamenta of the sea.

It is probable those of the northern parts of Great Britain,
go southward after the breeding season. Mr. Bewick remarks,
that these birds are common in all the northern countries; and
that they migrate into Britain in the spring and depart in
autumn, From the northern parts of England they probably
migrate, but in the southern parts many are observed through
out the year.

"This species has been observed in New South Wales; and
it is remarkable, that except the Snow Bunting, ilis is the
ouly bird which Linnwus observed upon the snoég-cappei!
mountains of Iceland ; probably accidental.

R2 PLOVER-YELLOW. .
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PLOVER-YELLOW. Vide Piover-golden.
POCHARD. Anas ferina, |
Lath Syn. Sep. ii. p. 354.
Lin. Trans. iv. p. 116, t. 14. f. 5. 6. (trachea).
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 356.

PROVINCIAL.
Vare-headed Wigeon. Attile-Duck. Red-headed Poker.
Great-headed Widgeon. Blue Poker. Dun.cur.

This species though sometimes taken in the decoy pools
ip the usual manner, are by no means w clcome visitors ; for
by their continual divmg they disturb the rest of ihe fowls on
ihe water, and prevent their being enticed itto the tunnels:
and we are assured that they arenot to be decoyed with the
other Ducks. Ko - '

Pochards, like other wild fowl, were taken in much
greater abundance formerly, and in a Verj different manner.,

In a common decoy poul there are three ar four arms, or
narrow cuts leading from the pool: these are usually at
oppusite angles, and decrease towards their exlremity : over
the further end of these, s'icks are bent and covered with
metting, which terminates with a net laid on the gruqnd.
If into either of these tunpels the birds are decoyed, (by tame
ducks constantly fed in those places) they are unable to
return, the decoy man who is hid behind reed fences, shews
himself at the mouth of the tunnel, and by that means the
wild birds after trying to escape by flying up, being stopped by
the net above, push up the tunnel, creep into the hooped net
on the ground and are caught, It somelimeé happens that
the Ducks on a decoy are lazy, and will not follow the tame
ones ; in this case recourse is had to a smnular stralagrm.
A dog having been taught to run forwards and baclmards
through some small holes left for that purpose at the

bottom of the reed screens, frequently induces the fowls to
approach ;
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approach ; but it is sometimes requisite to tie something red
round the dog’s neck, in order to stimulate the curiosity of
the fowls. Inthe whole of this business the decoy-man must
carry on his operalions to leeward, least the fowls smell him,
which would instantly rise the pool.

The method formerly practissd for taking the Pochard
(as we have been informed from good authority) was
something similar to that of taking Woodcocks. Poles were
erected at the avenues to the decoy, and after a great number |
of these birds had collected for some time on the pool, (to
which wild fowl resort only by day, and go to theneighbouring
. fens to feed by night,) a net was at a given time erected by
pullies to these poles, beneath which adeep pit had previously
been dug ¢ and as these birds like the Woodcocks, go to feed
Just asit is dark, and are said always to rise against the wind,
a whole flock was taken together in this manusr ; for when
once they strike against the net, they never attempt to return,
but flutter down the net till they are received into the pit,
from wherce they cannot rise, and thus we are told twenty
dozen have been taken_at one catch. '

The #racheallabyrinth belonging to the male of this species
is (as Dr. Latham observes) something like that of the Scaup,
and though it is quite impossible to give an adequate idea of
it by description, the comparative description given in the
second Supplement to the Gencral Synopsis may be useful =

““'The trachea is shorter, but otherwise like that of the
Scaup, and of nearly the same diameter throughout. The
drum.like labyrinth is more round on the upper side, but
crossed with a small bony partition, asin that bird. ‘The
bony box of which the ether portion consists, is scarcely
elevated on this side, and on the other much less so than in
the Scaup ; it likewise forms an obtuse augle with the rest of
the trachea, but in the Scaup, it does not deviale from a con-
tinuation of a straight line, though forming a considerable
enlargement.” R3 - Where
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Where any doubts exist, we recommend 2 consuitation of
the figures of this and other trachea given in the fourth vol.
of the Linnean Transactions. '

It has been said, that this species will not live in confine-
ment ; on the contrary, no bird appears sooner recouciled to
the menagerie. Oune now in our possession, that was badly
wounded with a broken wing, took to feeding on corn
immediately, and is now, after three years confinement, very
tame and in high health. '

POKER,

A common name in Lincolnshire, for many species of the
Duck tribe: the Pochard is called Blue Poker and Red-
headed Poker; the Wigeon is termed Wigeon Pcker; the
Tufted Duck, Black Poker; and anotlier species we could
not ascertain, is called Red-eyed Poker, which we suspect is
also the Pochard, the only species of British Duck we believe
that has a red eye, A

POPL. Vide PufTen and Finch-bul.
PRATINCOLE.

A genus of birds, the characters of which are :—bill short,
strong, convex above, and hooked at the point: gape wide &
nostrils near: the: base of the bill, lincar, oblique : toes long,
slender, connected at the base by a membrane: tail much
forked, consisting of twelve feathers: wings long and pointed,
the exterior feather the longest.

PRATINCOLE-AUSTRIAN.

~ Hirundo Pratincola, Lin.Syst.i. p. 545, Gneel. Syst.i. p. €85
Glariola Bris. v. p. 141, t, 12. f. i.—1d, 8vo. ii. p. 248.
Glariola avstriaca, Ind. Orn. ii. p. 753
Hirundo marina, Raii. $yn. p. 72—Will. p, 126.—Td.

Angl. p. 214. La
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are paler, slightly tipped with white ; the tertials and coverts,
like the scapulars : along the edge of the wing, close to the
alula spurice is whitish : the under coverts of the wings are
partly bright ferruginous, and partly black, the middle
series being of the former colour: the long feathers on the
sides of the body, close to the junction of the wings, called
the under scapulars, are also of the same ferraginous colour : .
the tail, like the common Swallow, is greatly forked, the
feathers more or less white at the base, with their ends
dusky-brown, but the last does not occupy above one third
of their length, except in the middleones; the outer feather is
very slender, and nearly an inch longer than the second, the
others decrease in length proportionably, 1ill the whole length
of the four middle feathers is not above half so long as the
onter : legs and toes rufous-brown; claws dusky-black, not
much hooked, and the middle elaw loug, imperfectly pec«
tinated on the inside, and truncated.

The bird from which this description is taken (being
exactly like that in thie Museum of Lord Stanley, as we
Before stated) came from Senegal. ,

"There appears to be several varieties of this species, oc-
casioned most likely by age. Dr. Latham specifies four
varieties, under the titles of Collared, Maldavian, Coroman.
del, and Madras, indicative of the countries they have been
found to izhabil : and if these are really the same, itis a
very widely exlended species. Probably the Sencgalensis is
anolher variety, or rather the young of the Austriaca befora
it puts forth its adalt plumage, being of a general brown
colour : and we are the more inclined to believe this, since
the Coromandel varicty of the Austrian Pratincole has been
identificd at Senegal. If this should really be the case,
there is but one other species of the genus, the spolted
Pratincole, Glariola navia.

We are informed this species inhabits Germany, particulasly

the
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the borders of tha Rhine, near Strashurgh, and is sometimes
seen in France, especially Lorraine; but is most plentiful ia
the deserts towards the Caspian Sea, frequenting the dry
plains in great flocks. Is also common throughout the
whole desert of Independent Tartary, 2s far as the rivers
Kamyschlossca and Irtish, but no further in Siberia ; and in
general is not observed beyond 53 degrees to the northward.

Tt will be observed, that Linnceus placed this bird with
his Hirundines, to which, in some particulars, it has con=
siderable affinity, though ils bill and legs certainly constitute
characters sufficently distinct to remove it from thence : but
why it has been taken from the land division, aud placed
amongst the water birds, we are unable to discover. Iis
habits, ds well as the shape of its wings and tail, greatly
resémble those of the Swallow ¢ like that tribe, it frequently
resorts to rivers and other waters, and, like the Sand Martin,
makes a nest in the holes of sandy banks, and lays six or
seven eggs, Similar to the Swallow tribe, it is continually
on wing, and seems to take its food always in that manner,
but instead of soft insects suited to their tender bills, the
Pratincole, whose bill is strong, wages war against the
Coleopterous tribe, perhaps Dytiscus, and other aquatic
insects. Its legs indeed are rather long, and bare a little
above the knee, a circumstance, that seems to have induced
an opinion that it may occasionally wade into the water,
like the Sandpipers, which, in the legs and toes, it much
resembles : but we do not find anv mention made of sucha
habit. Besides it is unlikely that it should entirely leave
the neighbourhood of water, and spread over the sandy
deserts of Tartary, and other such arid parts, if it was
semi-aquatic. To this part, therefore, of its structure, we
must assign the cause of the removal from the Order Passeres
to that of Gralle.

It is true the titles of Hirundo marina, and Perdriz de

Mer,



PUF

Mer, should imply an aquatic habit, but further we are not
informed.

There can be no doubt, that formed as this species is, for
long and rapid flights, it is migratory, shifiing its quarters
with the season, and that those which go so far north as 53
degrees, return southward afler the breeding seasom. ‘

Since the above was written, we have been favoured with
the examination of the only specimen ever taken in England,
from Lord Stanley, and found it to éxactly correspond with
that from which our description is taken, '

PTARMIGAN.

We are informed by Lord Stanley, that this species pf
Grous has bred in confinement in .Irelaud, as he has been
assured b'y the person who saw both the parenls, and their
young while they were small. His Lordship thmks these
were in the possessmn of Lord Shannon,

PUFFIN. Alca arctica.

It is an unusual circumstance for this species to remain on
any part of our coast in winter, but in the most temperate
part, the south of Devonskire, it occasicnally occurs at that
season. A specimen brought to us on the 27th of February
1811, had the feathers between the bill and eye dusky,
extending also round the eye : the cheeks and chin grey : thg
bill and legs not so orange as in summer.

The egg of this bird is sometimes obscurel y speckled mth
cinereous,

Few birds have acquired so many provincial names as this :
for besides those before mentioned, it is in the Orkney aud
Shetland islands called Tommy, Tomnorry, or Taminorie ;
and, in the south of Scotland, Bass-cock, Ailsa-cock, Toms
noddy, Cockandy, and Bowger,

PUFFINET.
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PUFFINET. Vide Gmllemot-black
QUAIL. Perdix Coturnix.

Lath. Syn, Sup, ii. p. 280.

Bewick, Br. Birds, i. t. p. 320. ;

Dr. Latham remarks that he has known two instances where
twenty egos have been found in the nest of a Quail. This
prolificacy is the occasion of the immense flocks that are an-
nually noticed on their passage, spring and autumn, in various
parts of the south of Europe, espemally in. the Crimea, and
borders of the Black Sea.

* In the island of Stefano they arrive in great flights in the
mouth of May, from the coast of Africa.

If full credit is to be given to Baron de Tott, these birds
migrate by night; a circumslance apparently extremely
unnatural, because, none of those birds, whose natural habits
oblige them lo feed by day, and roost, or repose by
night, can see distinctly after the dusk of the evening, and are
so foolishly blind, and so extremely fearful of flying, that
nothing but alarm can force them to take wing.” Thus it is
asserted, that these birds, during the fine weather, are dispersed
over the Crimea, but assemble at the approach of autumn,
to cross the Black sea, over to lhe southern coast, whence
they pursue their course into warmer regions: the order of
this migration is said to be invariable. Towards the end of
Angust, the Quails, iu a body choose one of those serene days,
when the wind blowing from the north at sun-set, promises
them a fine night; thcy then repair to the strand, take their
departure al six or seven in the evening, and have finished
a journey of fifty leagues by day-break. Nets are spread
on the opposite shore, and the bird-catchers waiting for their
arrival, take them in great abundance.

Such an account has all the appearauce of theory, not only
from the‘pmconccrled plan of migration, and the unnatural

time
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time of flight, but also the time stated for the performance of
so short a journey for an aerial animal endowed with such
powers of rapid transportation. Instead of the distance of 150
miles, requiring the whole of an equinoxial night (12 hours),
such a journey would with ease be performed in less than 2 hours.

It is only nocturnsl feeders that fly by night, as we have
before noticed ; and these are either of the aquatic kind, or
soft, and long billed birds, (nocturnal birds of prey excepted)
who feel out their food, and are capable of finding it by
other means than that of sight. Whereas granivorous hirds
caunot feed even by moon-light, and actually require day-
light for all their operations ; and sleep by night.

In respect therefore  to the migrative part of the above
account, it is unnatural and inconsistent with daily observa-
tions; but that vast numbers of Quails visit and re-visit the
borders of the Black Sea twice in the year cannot be doubted.

M. Galt in his Voyages and Travels, speaks of the
migration of Quails from the Continent of Europe, in Sept.
to Sicily. *¢ Being fatigued by their flight,”’ savs our author,
are easily shot on their arrival. The pleasure which the
Palermitans take in this sport is incredible, Crowds of all
ages and degrees assemble on the shore, and.the number of
sportsmen is prodigious.”  The number in boats is described
to be greater than those on land, and all impatiently watching
night and day the expected arrival of the Quails. ¢¢ Enviable
is the lot,” says this writer ““of the idle appreatice, who, with
a borrowed old musket or pistel, no matter how unsafe, has
gained possession of the farthest accessible rock, where there
is but room for himself and his dog, which he has fed with
bread only all the year round for these delightful days, and
which sits in as happy expectation as himself for the arrival
of the Quails.”

The Quail- remaius all the year in Portugal, and we are

assured by an excellent sportsman, Captain Latham, that he
thinks
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thinks they are more plenliful in that country in winter than
in summer.

That the migration of these birds was well known in the
early part of the christian era, is evinced by several passages
in the sacred writings. In the passage of the Israelites out
of Egypt, we find, in the xvi chap. of Exodus, the followingﬁ
¢ And it came to pass, that at even the Quails came ﬁp, and
covered the camp.” Again, in the xi chap. of Numbers.
“ And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought
Qpails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were
a day’s journey on this side, and as it werea day’s journey og
the other side round about the camp, and as it were two
cubits high upon the face of the earth. And the people
stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day,
and they gathered the Quails: he that gathered least gathered
ten homers : and they spread them all abroad for themselves
round about the camp.” '

RAIL. Rallus aquaticus.
Waler Rail. Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p, 15

PROVINCIAL.
Oar-cock.

Wec have been favoured with the following account from
Mr. Holdsworth, which was given to him by a naval officer,
and which appears to favour the opinion that the Water-Rai}
is migratory in some parts of the world, if not in England,

This officer (Mr. Clark) states, that oue of these birds was
taken on board his Majesty’s ship Merlin, on her return from
Newfoundlard, after flying about the ship for three days ; the
pearest land at the time was the Western Islands, distant
about one hundred and forty leagues ; and the ship had then
been ten days at sea. This gentleman further remarks, that
he was surprised to find the bird in good condition, It ate

small
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small bits of mutton readily, and in a week would take food
from the hand. It was kept alive for some time zfier their
arrival at Portsmouth, but being neglected in the absence of
Mr./Clark, it died.

This gentleman speaks with confidence as to the bird being
the Water-Rail, as he had shot them frequently both in
England and in Portugal, and says it is commonly called
Skiddy-cock in Devonshire.

Neither the season of the year, nor the state of the wind
or weather is mentioned, but it is well kuown our ships
return from the Newfoundland station in“the antumn.

Although this account seems to imply that the bird was on
wing for three days and nights, it must oot be supposed that
it was actually flying all that time ; but that it rested on some
part of the ship at night, and by that means was seen again in
the morning.

It has been remarked to us, that the Rail is vastly more
abundant in the marshes of Devonshire in the autumn than
at any other time, It should, however, be recollected, that
at that season they are in their most multiplied state, so soon
after the breeding season, and more particularly noticed by
sportsmen at that time, when in pursuit of Snipes.

Similar observations have been made in other parts of
England, but which may be attributed to the same causes.

"On the European continent it has been esteemed a mi-
gratory species, retiring from the northern to the more
southern parts in the autumn. Buffon says they pass Malta
in the spring and autumn ; and that a flight of them were
seen at the distance of fifty leagues from the coast of Por.
tugal in the month of April ; some of which were so fatigued
as to suffer themselves to be taken with the hand.

RAIL.LESSER-SPOTTED-WATER. Vide Gallinule-
spotted, '
RAIL.SPOTTED.
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RAIL-SPOTTED, Vide Gallinule-spotted.
RATCH, ROTCH, or ROTCHIE, Vide Auk-little,
RAVEN. Corvus corax. #
Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. p. 106,

Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 68.
Shaw Zool. vii, p. 341.

In the Second Supplement to the General Synopsis, the
Grand Corbean of Levaillant, and the Corvus Clericus of M.
Sparrman, aresaid to be only varieties of the Common Raven.
We cannot, however, perfectly reconcile the latter to be so,
whatever the former may be; especially as it cannot be an
accidental variety, since they appear insmall flocks about
Rosetta in February, where they mix wilh the flocks of
Crows about inhabited places. The habits appear different,
independent of the chin being invariably white.

The Raven is the earliest breeder amongst the British
birds, frequently beginning a nest before the middle of
February. Between this bird and its egg there is a greater
disproportion than in ary species we have noticed, taking
nearly fifty eggs 10 make the weight of the bird.

It is no uncommon circumstance for these birds to make
their nest contiguous to a rookery, and by their continual
depredalions on the nests of that republic, completely to
drive them away. Several such instances have occurred to
our knowledge, where the Ravens were observed to rob the
Rooks nests of their callow brood, for the purpose of feeding
their own young: and it has been long before the colony
Tecovered its usual population,

The trachea of the Raven has a siugular structure at the
lower part. It is represented in the fourth Vol of the Berlin
T'ransactions by Dr. Bloch,

REDBREAST, Sylvia rubecula, A
“The
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$¢The Redbreast” says Mr. Fleming, in a lelter to the
author, “ is only occasionally observed in Zetland after gales
of wind.” Whether in the spring, or autumn, or at what
season is not mentioned ; but lposi probably in the autumn,
when those which breed in the 'mp‘_rc northern parts of
the European continent, may be shifling their quarfers, aaid
by accident driven from Norway,

RED-LEGS. Vide Gull-Red-legged and Sandpiper-purple.
REDSHANK. Scolopax calidris. Py oA
Bewick Br. Birds, i, t. p. 91.

PROVINCIAL,
Sandcock.

" 'This species is amongst the few that now continue to bg
indigenous, and to breed in our fens. In some part of thé
fens of Lincolnshire, it is tolerably plentiful in the summeg
months, particularly about Spalding. It makes a slight nest
with coarse grass, upon a tump in the moister parts or mog
boggy places, and begins to lay early in May, Wkhen dié-;
-turbed is extremely clamorous, flying round the intruder, and
making an incessant shrill piping note,

Like other species of a similar nature, we observed that
the number of eggs in each nest is invariably four, and those
constantly placed with their smaller ends in the centre, The
eggs weigh from five drams forty grains, to six drams. The
length of the bird is rarely so much as twelve inches, buj
usually about eleven and a quarter.

The Redshank, although so .similar in its habits to the
Ruff, will not fatten, nor live long in confinement, as we arg

. assured by the fen-fowlers.

There is a very considerable difference belween the old
birds in the height of their plumage in the spring, and the
young shot in the autumn, or early part of the winter: the

latter



ROO"

tatter is described in the former part of this work. The-
maturely feathered birds are darker on the upper parts, at
least the streaks are darker, andare wholly destitute of the
grey, or pale spots of any kind : the neck is more streaked,
and of a darker colour : the under parts, including the breast,
are much spotted, especially aloug the sides of the body.
The female i3 rather the least, mcasuring about eleven.
iaches..

The variety in plumage, te which many of the Snipe and
Sandpiper classes are subject from age or season, has and will
continue to perplex the Qraithologist, especially where he is.
not able to trace them.through the various changes.

REDSTART. Sylvia Pheeaicarus..
Bewick Br, Birds, i. t. p. 210.

The Redstart is a local species of warbler, resorting to-
warm villages, and disposed to reside near the habitations of
man : it will even make its nest amongst the buildings of a
town, We have long noticed it as- fut west as nearly the
whole extent of Devonshive, in the low and sheltered situalions
heiween Lxeter and Plymouth ; butin the southern hundreds
of that county, which extead into a sort of promontory Lo
the British'channel, it is a rare occurrence ; the nature of the
country nol being coagenial to its. habits. 'The same has
been observed - in Curnwall ; for we are assured by Mr.
Stackhouse, that only two instances had oceurred to him in a

" considerable number of yvears: bLoth these were males and

were taken alive,

REED FAUVETTE. Vide Warbler-selge.
RIPPUCK or RITTOCK. Vide Tern-common.
RODGE. Vide Gadwall and Merganser Redbreasted. .
ROOK. Corvus frugilegus.
Lath,
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“Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. p. 109.
“Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 74.
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 347.

The Rook does not appear to have found ils way to {le
-3dand of Guernsey, although we lave noliced Crows and
Blagpies not unirequent.
. In so numerous a species it is not surprising that varieties
should frequently occur with sume white feathers, and
occasionally wholly white.
1f Levaillant is correct as to ‘the species, it is a curions
circumstance, that this bird, at the Cape of Good Hope,
shou!d not have the nostrils bare of feathers, as is usunal in
Turope: an evident proof that they have no occasion, in
that climate, to search under ground fer their sustenance,
The Rook dees not deposit the food intended for ils yonng
in its craw,and disgorge like the-Pigeon or Dove tribe, but is
furnished with -a smali pouch al the root of the longue, from
whence the male ejects the contents of its magazine to feed the
‘female during the incubaling season.; and bolh to feed their
voung. At this season the pouch'may be ezsily observed
distended with food, as they come from the field to their nest.
- ¢ In the year 1783, (says Mr. Bewick) a pair of Rooks,
afler an unsuccessful attempt to -establish themselves in a
rookery,:at no great distance {rom the Exchange, in Neweastle,
were compelled to abandon the attempt. They took refuge
on the spire of that building, and although constantly inter-
rupted by other Rooks, built theirnest on the top of the vane,
" and brought forth their young, undisturbed by the noise of
the populace below them: the nest and ils inhabitants turning
about with every change of the ‘wind. They returned and
built their nest every vear on the same place, till 1793, suon
after which the spire was taken down.”
This circumstance lias by some mistake been ascribed tothe
Crow
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Crow as weil as the Rook, as we have noticed in another
place. The fact is that both species are frequently called
Crows, being confounded, It is, however, most likely to
have been the Rouk ; however, be this as it may, we are told
that-a sinall copper-plale was engraven, with a represent«tion
of the circumstance of the size of a watch-paper; and that

-as many of them were sold as produced to the engraver the
-sum of ten peunds.

ROUTHERCOCK. Vide Gocse-bernacle,
RUFF. Tringa pugnax.
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. ¢, p. 95.
Yellow-legged-Sandpiper, Orn, Dict. App.
Tringa Grenovicensis, Ind. Orn, ii. p. 731.
‘Greenwich Sandpiper, Lath, Syn. Sup. p. 249.
‘Tringa Equestris, Ind, Orn. ii. p. 730?
FEquestrian Sandpiper, Lath. Syn. Sup. ii, p. 3112
‘Le Chevalier Commun, Buf. vii. p. 511.—Pla. Enl, 8441
Tringa Gambetta. Ind. Orn. i1, p. 728 ?
‘Gambet Sandpiper, Br. Zool. ii. No. 198. £, 70 ?
TRuff, Rural Sports, ii. t. p. 458.

The very great diversity in the plumage of the Rufl, as
wellin the wirler as in the sunumer, has occasioned its being
multiplied into so-many species, that it will be long before
the whole of the synonyms can be collected.

In"this place we have ouly referved to four species, two of
which we are perfectly clear about, na'mc]y the Yellow-legged-
Sandpiper, and the Greenwich Saundpiper ¢ of the other two
we cannot.speak positively, but have scarcely a doubt but
they are of this species,  Of the two first we can speak to
fact, vot only because we have had Ruffs alive in the plumage
exactly similar after the ruff has been cast, bur that the
original Greenwich Suundpiper, from which the desciiption
was {alcn, is nuw in our possession.

52 Sa
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So much have these birds puzzled the scientific naluralist,
that it is utterly impossible to say how far it has been mulli-
plied into distinct species.  Many we have received for
non-descript Sillldpipu‘s; in particular one from Sandwich,
in Kent, and auother Jately, which was shot near Ixeter,
destitute of the usual character, the long feathers denominated
the ruff.

It should be remarked, that these long feathers are of snort
duration, and that before the Ruffs depart from us in the
autumn, they are completely destitute of such a character
both old and young ; aud yet retain such a variety and dis-
similitude of plumage, that where tlie more prominent cha-
raclers are not known, coufusion ensues, and as many new
species will in time be made, as the unlimited dissimilarily
of plumage will admit. 'To obviate therefore as much as
possible this difficulty, we shall point out some marks of
distinction, which long observation on the changes of these
birds in confinement enables us tc do; and we presume lo
assert, that by such experience we have no difficulty iu
discriminating this species at any season.

The first objuct to be considered is the length, which is
between twelve and thirteen inches, to the end of the tail;
and, in the plumage, the tail and its coverts, and the sma'ler
coverts of the wings, are to be particularly attended to. In
the former, the two middle feathers are usually barred like
their coverts, the rest pale cinerecus-brown, daikest near
their points ; the side coverts, as well as the under coverts
of the tail, are invariably white. In younger birds, there is
somelimes not above one bar on the middle feathers of the
tail, and the colour of the rest is more browu, dashed wilh
ash-colour.  Neither the colour of the bill, nor the legg, s to
be depended upon; the former is of all shades, from dusky
to a pale dull yellow, and black t the poiut ; and the latter

is somelimes of & dingy-green, Others have their legs
flesh-colour,
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flesh-colour, or pale dull-yellow. The colour of the bi'l
and legs depends entirely on the plumage ; those with dark
feathers predominating, have the darkest bill and legs, and
vice versa. The shape of the bill is a much better mark of
distinction, the point being a trifie compressed and spreading.
An attention to these characters will be the means of dis-
crimination at those seasons when the character that gave
rise te th2 name is not apparent, The pimples on the face
of the Ruff are only observable in the breecliuzg season, and
not then do the younger males, which -are destitute of the
ruff, possess-such a mark ; nor do those in confinement ever
lose the feathers on the face, which ia the wild state fall off,
and are supplied by a papillous skin, on the front half of the
“head in some old birds: but the ruff and auricles are an-
nually produced in as high perfection as on those birds in a
state of natnre.  From this circumstance it is evident, that
the bare papillous head is only attendant on venery.

Without doubt this species leaves this country in the
aulumn, with a few exceptions, one of which occurred on
the 27th of December, 1808 : it was shot near Slapton, on
the south coast of Decvon, and presented to us by Mr.
Holdsworth, Between this specinen, and that which has
been described for the Greenwich Sandpiper, there is ouly a
trifling difference,

The author of Rural Sports remarks that ¢ if observers
had not assured us Lhat these birds came from the north, we
might draw ihe opnosite inference, that they arrive from lhe
south: it may therefore be premised, (adds this autlﬁn‘)
that it is the case wilh these as with the Woodcocks, ‘which
are said to come from the east, and return to the west oe
sonth, but which in.some countries only descend from the
mountains to the plains, and again return to the heights. It
is even probable, (coutinues this wriler) that the Kuffs re-

main in the same country, oniy shifting to diffcrent parts of
s3 it
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it as the season changes, or perhaps may pass unoliserved,
intermixed with the dusky Sandpipers, or the Horsemen, to
which they have great analogyv, after moulting in June.”"

Tliere requires.no more argument in support of an opinion,_
that these birds come from the south to visit us, and other
norlhern latitudes in the breeding season, and relurn again
sonth to winter; than, that from whatever quarler the
Waoodcocks come in their annual migration, by tlie same
route do they return, aud not in an opposite direction,"
There can be no doubt, that all migrative birds who come
1o us in the breeding season, come from more northern la-
titudes ; those migrating species which are found to inhabit
this island ard sunilar latitudes in winter, retire: more north
to perform the great dictales of nature. We may be
assured the Ruff is no more to be met with in such latitudes.
as England, during the winter months, than the Woodcock is.
in the summer ; for we must conclude snch phenomenon as
aa accidental appearance of either out of their respective
seasons, to Dbe occasioned by defect, or indisposition in (he
‘usual migrative months.

Latitudinal influence is the sole cause of such periodical
flights, notlongitudinal ; no birds bend their course, easi or
west, however they may veer a little by instinct to avoid
difficulties, or may be driven by tempests vut of their
nalural course,

'The Ruff visits much higher latitades on the Coutinent,
in the nidificating season, than any part of England: it
breeds in the swamps of Lapland and Siberia, but perhaps.
does not find its way so far westward as Iceland ; nor have
we heard of it so far in that direction as our. reighbouring
and sister Kingdom Ireland. At present, the few, com-
paratively speaking, that visit Greut Britain, confine them-
selves in the Lreeding season to Lhe eastern parts, where the-
enly exlensive fens remain that are cougenial 1o their habits

' we
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we are, however assured, on the auathority of a very old’
sportsinan, that they were not uncommon in the feus about,
Rridgewater, in Somersetshire, before they were. drained and
enclosed. '

In a tour through Lincolnshire, we took every means in ous.
pover to become intimately acquainted with all the history
of this singular species that could be obtained, We fouud.
that they were hecome much more searce than they were -
before a large tract of the feas were draived and enclosed 3,
and will, us agricalture increases, be enlirely. driven from the
island,

A few Ruffs are still fouad about Crowland, but the north-
fen near Spalding, and the east and west {¢éns belween Boston-
and Spilsbv, are the only parts that appear to produce them.
with certainty, but by ne means plentiful.

The trade of catching Ruffs is coufined to a- very fow.
persons, which at present scaicely repays their trouble,,
and expenee of nets.  These people live in obscure places
on the verge of the fens, aud are found out with diffieulty,
for few, if any birds, are ever Dbought, but by those who
make a trade of falting them for the table; and they
sedulously conceal the abode of the fowlers; so much, that
by no art- could we obtain from avny of them where they
resided ; -and in- order to deceive us after evading our in-
trealies, gave us instruclions that led us q:ite a .contrary
gircction. The reasun of all.this was obvious, for alter
much labour and search; in the most obscure places,  (for
neither the innkeepers, nor otlier inhabitants of the towans,
could give any information, and many did not. know such a
bird was peculiar to their fens) we found out a very civil
and intelligent fowler, who resided close to Spalding, at
Feu-gate, by name, William Burton, (we fecl a pleasure in
recording his name, not only from his obliging natwre, but
for. the use of others in similar pursuits) and sirange to say,

d i that
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that although this man had conslantly sold Ruffs to Nr.
Towns, a noted feeder, hereafter more pacticularly noticed,
as also to another feeder, at Cowbit, by the name of Weeks,
reither of those persous could be induced to inform us even
of the name of this fowler. 'The reason, however, was
evident, and justly remarked by Burton, for he obtained no
more than ten shillings per dozen, whereas Weeks demanded
thirty shillings for the like number he had the same day
hought of Burton. The season was far advanced, and
we were obliged to buy some at that price of Weeks, for
Burton conld not then catch us as many as were required.
At this timewe were shewn inte-a room, where there were
about seven dozen males and.a dozen females, and of the
former there were not two alike. This intrusion to choose
our birds, drove them from their stands, and compelling son:e
to tresspass upon the premises of others, produced muny
batiles. . ‘
By this feeder welearned, that two guincas a dozen was

v

now Lhe price for fattened Ruffs ; -anil he never remembered
the price under thirty shillings, when ‘fit for table.

Mr. Towns, the noted feeder at Spalding, assured us his
family bad been a hundred years in the trade ; boasted that
they had served George the 2d aid anany noble families in
the kingdom. He undertook, at the desive of the late Marcuis
of Townsend, (when that nobleman was Lord Lieutenant of
Iréland) to take some Ruffs to that country, and actually
set off, with twenty-seven dozen from Lincolushire, left seven
dczen al the Duke of Devorshire’s, at Chatsworth, centinued
his route across the kingdom, to Holyhead, and delivered
seventeen dezen alive in Dublin, having lost ouly three dozen
in so long a journey, confined and greatly crowded as they
were in baskets, which svere.carried upon two horses,

Nothing can more strongly evince the hardy constitution
of these birds, than the performance of such a journey, so

svon
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*soon after capture, and necessarily fed with a food wholly
new to them : and yet a certain degree of care and attention
is requisite to preserve, and more especially to fatten them ;
‘for out of the seventeen dozen delivered at the castle of
Duablin, not more than two dozen were setved ‘up ta table,
doultless eatirely owing to a want of knowleilge, or altention
of the feeder, under whose care they had been placed.

Few Rufls, comparatively speaking, are now taken in'the
~gpring, as tire old birds frequently pine, and will not readilv
fatten. The principal time is in September, when the voung
‘birds are fied ; these are infiuitely more delicite for (he table,
more readily submit to confinement, and are dess inclined 1o
‘fight. 'Ifthis plan was generally enforced by ‘the proprietors
-of fen land, or made a bye-law amongst themselves, the breed
‘would not be so reduced ; but there are still some fowlers who
‘make two seasouns, and thus by catching the old birds in the
'spring, especially the females, verify the fable of the Goose
and the golden eggs; the destruction of every female in
‘the breeding season, is the probable luss of four young.

The manner of taking these birds is somewhat different in
the two seasons-; in the spring the Ruffs 2éll, asit is termed,
that is, they assemble upon a rising spot of ground, coutiguous
‘to where the Reeves propese to deposit their eggs; there
'they take their stand, at a small distance from each other, and
‘contend for the females ; the nature of polygamous birds.
"This hill, or plate of-resort for love and battle, is sought for
by the fowler, who, from habit, discovers it by the birds
‘baving trodden the turf somewhat bare, though notin a ciccle
as usually described.

When a hill has been discovered, 'the fowler repairs to the
spot before the break of duay, spreads his net, places his
‘decoy birds, and1akes his stand at the distance of about 140
yards, or more, according to the shyness of the hirds.

The net is what is termed a single clap-net, about 17 feet

in
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indcength, and 6 wide, with a pole at each end; this by means.
of uprights fixed in the ground, and cach furnished with a-
pulley, is easily pulled over the birds withie reacly, and:
rarcly fails taking all willdin its grasp ; butin order to give
the pullthe greatest velocity, the nel is (if circumstances will-
permiit) placed so as lo fold over with, the wind: however,
there are some fowlers, who prefer pulling it against the.
wiad for Plovers.  As the Ruffs feed chiefly by night, they
repair to their frequented hill at the dawn of day, nearly all:
at the same thue, and the fowler makes bis first pull accord-
ing to circumstanges, takes out his birds, and prepares for.
the stragglers who traverse the fens, and who have no adopted
Lill ; tiese are caught singly, being enticed . by the stuffed .
birds.

Burton, who was befure mentioned, never used-any thing -
but stuffed skins, executed in a very rude manner ; but
some fewlers keep the fiest-Ruily they calch for decoy birds, .
these have a string of about two feet long tied above the.
kuee, and fastened down to the ground.

The stuffed skins are sometunes so managed as lo be
moveable by meaus of a long string, so that a jerk representis .
a jump, (a motion very common amongst Rufts, who at tie
sight of a wanderer flying by, will leap or flirt a.yard off-
the ground) Dy that means iuducing those on wing lo come -
and alight by him,

The stuffed birds are prepared by filling the skin with a
whisp of straw tied togeiher, the legs having been first cut offy
and the skin afterwards sewed along the breast and belly,
but with no great attenlion to cover the straw beneath: iuto
this straw a stick is thrust, to fix it into the ground, and a peg..
is also thrust through the top of the head, and dawn the neck .
into the stufling or straw body, aud the wings are closed by
the same process. ‘ .

Rough as \bis preparaticn is, and as unlike aliving bird as.

gt skin |



RUF

skin and feathers can be made, it answers all the puﬁmse-.

When the Reeves begin to lay, both those aud the Ruffs.
are least shy, and so easily canght, that a fowler assured us.
he could with certainty take every bird on the fenin the-
season, 'The females continue this. boldnsss, and, their
temerity increases as they hecome breedy; on the contrary,
we found the males at that time could not be approached:
within the distacce of musket shot, and consequently far.-
beyond the reach of small shot,

We were astonished to observe the praperty that these.
fowlers have acquired, of distinguishing so small an object as
a Ruff at such an immense distance, which amongsta number
of wifts or tuinps, conld not by us be distinguisbed from one-
of those inequaltiies ; bul their eyes had been 1n long practice
of lookiug for the one object.,

The autumnal catching is usually about Michaelmas, at
which lime few old males are taken, from which an opinion.
has been formed that they migrate before the females and
young. Itis, however, more probable that the few which.
are left after the spring'f:wliug, like other polygamous birds,
keep in parties separate frowm the female and her brood till,
the return of spring. Fhat some old Ruffs are occasionally
taken in the autumual fowling, we have the assertion of
experienced fowlers, but we must admit that others declare
noue sre taken at this seasen. It must, hm{rever, be recol=. .
lected, that in the autumn, the characteristic long fea:hers
have been discharged, and consequently young and old mal-s
have cqually their plain ds2ss: but the person who assured
us that old male birds were sometimes laken at that season,
declared it was easy to distinguish them from tbe young of
that summer.

It does not apypear to be the-opinion of fowlers, that the
males are more than one season arriving at maturity, be-
cause (ke Ruff; taken in the spring, destitute of the

characterislie
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‘characterislic long feathers, which constitutes their principal
distinetion, are comparatively few to those possessing the
ruff : ‘the opinion therefore, that those ruffless males are
hirds of a very late brood of the preceding scason, is a
‘reasonable conjeclure.

The long feathers on the neck and sides of the head, in the
male, that constitute the ruff and auricles, are of short
duralion, for they are scarcely completed in the month of
May, and begin to fail the latter end of June. The cliange
of these singular parts is accompanied by a-complete change
‘of plumage; the strenger colours, such as purple, chesnut,
and some others, vanish at the same lime, so that in their
winter dress theybecome more generally alike from being less
varied in plumage ; but we observed that those who had the
‘ruff more or less white, retained that colour about the neck
-afier the summer orautumnal moulding was effected.

The females, or Reeves, begin laying their-eggs the first or
‘second week in May ; and we have found their nesl with
young as early as the third of June. By this time the males
cease to hill.

The nest is usually formed upon a tump in the most
swampy places, surrounded by-coarse grassa, of which it is
-also formed.

The eggs are (as usual with its congeners) four in number ;
these are so nearly similar in colourto those of .the Snipe,
and Redshank, both of which breed in the same wet places,
and make similar nests, that some experience is required
‘to discriminate them: they are, however, superior in size to
the fermer, and are known from the latter by the gronnd
-heing of a greenish hue instead of rufous white ; but indi-
w.luals assimilate so mnearly to each other as not to be
distinguished, especially as the dusky, and brown spots and
blotches are simnilar.  The weight of the egys is from five
drais Lwenty grains, to five drams fifiy grains.

The
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The weight of the.Ruffs in the spring, when fiest taken, ig-
from five ounces three-quarters, to six ounces and a quarter z.
the weight of the Reeves about four cunces.. The length of
an old Ruff is sometimes as much as thirteen inches and a
hal{: voung males.about twelveinehes. 'The female mea-.
sures about ten.inches.

It is a remarkable character of these birds, that they feed
most greedily the moment they are laken : a basin, of bread
and milk, or boiled wheat, placed before them, is ingtanily
contended for, and. so pugnaceors is their disposirion, that
they would starve i the midst of plenty, if several dishes
of food were not placed amongst them, at a dislance from
each other,

We took the trauble. of carrying several:of these birds
with us from Liccolnshire into_Devonshire, in hopes of keep-
ing them for several vears, in spile of the opinion of Mr.
‘Towns, that they could not be kept alive through the winter,
These beautiful little partners in our carriage, were taken out:
of their baskettwice a day, and put into  a corner of the room,
wherever we - stopped - for refreshment, and with a few chairs
and a piece of canvass hung over them, ‘reacls}ug the ground,
they were perfectly. contented, and appeared as happy as
fighting and eating conld make them : and in such a situation .
they passed each night on the jourmey. The last of  these.
birds. lived in coufinement four years, and several for two and
three years,which gave us au opportunity to observe more
minutely their manuvers and change of .plumage: and we
noliced that their annuval changes never varied ; every spring
produced the same coloured ruff and other feathers;. but the .
tubercles on the face never appeared in confinement.

A young male that was laken destitute of a ruff in the
brecding season, whose plumage was moslly cinereous, except
about the neck and head, put on the ruff in confinement the
next spring for the first time, which was large, and the {vathers

were
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were 2 mixture of white and chesnut : the scapulars and
‘breast also marked with chesnut;,and in the succeeding
autumnal moulting he -re-assumed his former cinereous
plumage.

On the 17th of May, 1805, a Ruff was shot at the mouth
of the Avon, on the coast of south Devon; this liad a white
ruff quite perfect, ‘but no warty apnearance ahout the face ;
another proof, that like the swelling in the neck of the Stag,
these tubercles are the consequence of either sexual desire,
or actual connexion. ;

~ 'We had occasion to remark, that although the pugnacious
disposition of the Ruff never enlirely ceased in confinement,
vet itincreased with the growth of the long neck feathers in
the spring, when the lcast movement -of either from their
usual stand, provoked a battle. At other times they would
accasionally sleep close to each otlier, with their heads
turned over the wing, and one leg tucked up : Lut a mess of
Lread and miik instzntly-roused the latent spirit-for battle; anid
one bird was so much wounded in the threal in ove of these
feuds that he died. Fheir actions in fighting-are very similar
to those of the gume Cock : the head is lowered, and the
bill held in a horizoital direclion ; the ruff, andinceed every
feather, more ov less distended, the former sweeping thie
ground as a shield to defend the more tender paits ; the
auricles erected, and the {ai! partly spread ; npon the whale
assuming a-most ferocious aspect.  When dither could obtain
-afirm hold with the bill, a lecap succeeded, accompanied
with astroke of the wing ; but they rarely injured each other,

In coufinen-ent they paid no atteation to the Reeves, excepit
to drive them from their food; and never attempted to dis-
pute with any other species, but would feed out of the same
dish with Laud Rails, and other birds confinved with thew, ia
perfect amily.

SAND COCK. Vide Redshank, SANDLERLING.

-’
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‘SANDERLING. Charadrius calidris.
Lin. Trans. viii. p. 268.
Lath, Syn. Sup. ii.p. 315,
. Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 1.

Said te be found in New South Wales, and there called by
“the natives Waddergal,  Mr. Simmonds (in the Transactions
of the Linnean Socisty) remarks, that he ohserved tLis
“species on the second of June at the Mull of Cantire,

"SANDPIPER-ASH-COLOUREP. Orn. Dict.

We have noticed under the article Knot, that these two
‘birds are of the same species, and that the Ash-coloured
Sandpiper (ulescribed in the former part of this work) is the
same bird in its ma‘ure plamage, and what has generally been
‘considerced as the Knot. We have, therefore to express a wish,
that the naine of Knot should be retained, and that of Ash-
“coloured Saundpiper be expunged, as a distinct species, by
‘connecting its synonyms with those of the former, being in
‘fact only that species in ils'young or autumnal plumage ;
“kuown by the semi-circular black and whitish lines on the
"back, scapulars, and coverts of the wings,

‘SANDPIPER-BLACK. Tringa Lincolniensis,

‘We cannot avoid suspecting that this is really an immatured
“Purple Savdpiper.

SANDPIPER-BROWN. Tringa fusca.

A variely of the Litile Sandpiper, which eorresponds so
-pearly with the description of the -Brown Sandpiper, having
come into our possession, induces us to suspect that the
A'réinga fusca, is only an immatured specimen of Uringa
-pucitia. Vide Sandpirer-litile,

'SANDPIPER-
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SANDPIPER-EQUESTRIAN. Trings equesiris,

We bave long comsidesed the Trisga equestris as enlv =
vatiety of Trivga pugraz, asd we zre bz more covfim-
ed 11 this opanicn, by the desciipiion of a recest specimen,
from Sancdwich, iu Rent, where in 1802, five are said to
have been shot.

Tbe descriplion gives by Dr. Lathaw, ian his Sepplament
to the General Synopsis, ic as folloms :

¢ Length twelve inches : bili dusky: Jegs pale grey: the
body zbove rufous-zrey, clouded with brown: sides of the
hezd, fore-part of the peck, 2nd breast white, clouded with
pale brown ; oo the sides of tlie bead sie minute specks of
the same: chin, belly, thighks, vemt, and rump, white; the
two middle tail-feathers jufous-brown, with black bands;
the others plain pale rufous-Lrown.

Those who will take the 110uble to compare this description
with our distinguishing characters of the Rufl, when destitote
of the long neck featliers, will; we have little doubt, juio us
in placing the synopyms of the Equestiian Sapdpiper with
those of the Ruff.—Vide that bird.

SANDPIPER-GREEN. Tringa Ocliropus.
Tringa Ochropus. Lin. Syst. i. p. 250,
Laih. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 311.

Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 100.

Tringa littorea.  Lin. Syst, i. p. 251,
Gmel, Syst. i. p. 677 h

Ind. Or.ii. p. 731,

Shore Saudpiper. Arcl, Zool, i p. 481. F.
Lath. Syb. v. p. 171.

Doctor Latham, in his last work above referred lo, hes -
brougiit the Tringa Ochropus 2nd glarisia together zs one -

species. It s truc all the accounts of the Wood Sandpiper .
are
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are so imperfect, that at.best it must.be a matler of opinion; .
whether the original bird, described first by Linnceus was
a distinct species, or only a variety of the Green Sandpiper..

With a bird before us essentially . differing from the -
Ochropus, and equally answering the Linncean specific
characters, we are induced to consider it as the true glarcola,
especially as it could not find a place so appropriate ; and
thercfore with a full allowance of credit to the Linnean
species, rather than make an additional one in a class already,
too much multiplied, and extremely intricate, we. gave it in .
the former part-of this work.

At the time our friend published: his last -Supplement, Lo
had -not seen our description of- what ‘we- take to be- the
Wood-Sandp:per, nor have we seen any thing to induce us to
change our opinion. Thus, at least, our Green and Wooda
Sandpipers being perfectly distinct species are submltted as .
such to the critical Ofnitholagist.

Like most,_of this lube, the markings i thie old "and fn the
young birds, are very different in the Green Sandpiper ; -the--
former hasbeen described in the original work ; the following
isthatof a specimen shot on the seventeenth of August. This
has the coverts of the wings und terlials spo'ted, as well as
the back and scapulars ; those on the tertials are along the
margins only, and the spotsare not white but:pale browns - |
thie neck is less streaked than in adults : the tail'also differs
in having the ouler fealher quite white 5 the second with a-.
very small spol on'the outer. web ; the third. with two small
spots on the outer and one on the inner web: the rest more
or less barred, increasing to the middle ones, which have four
broad bars of black. The under scapulars haye.the same -
V-like markings as in the adult.

The general colour of the bird above. is- a2 dusky-brown,
giossed with green: from the upper mandible is a dusky
streal to the eye ; above which is one of while, that. partly

™ pa5565~
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passes over the eye ; and the eye-lids are also white: the
legs and feet like the adult; the ouler toe is equally united -
to the middle one at the base by a membrane.

This last is the Tringa littorea of Linneeus, which Dr.
Tatham had judiciously given in his former works as a variety
of Ochropus, and we cannot conceive why he changed that
epinion in s Index Ornithologicus.

SANDPIPER-GREENWICH.

The bird from which the original description was taken, aad -
entitled as above, is now before us, and we have no hesitation
in pronouncing itlo be a varicty of the Ruff, Tringa pugnaa, .
in its winter plumage. Vide Ruff.

SANDPIPER-GREY. Tringa squatarola.:
Tringa squatarola, Lin. Syst. i. p. 252,
Triuga helvetica, Lin, Syst. i, p. 250 ?
Gnel. Syst. i. p. 676.—Ind. Ora, ii. p. 728 2
Phil. Trans. Ixii. p. 4122
Vaunneau de Suisse, Buf. viii. p. 60.—Pla. Ent. 8537
Vanellus helveticusy Brisev. p. 106. t. 10. p. i.—Id..8 vo._

ii. p. 2397
Swiss Sandpiper, Arct, Zool. ii. No, 396 ?
- Laih Syn. v, p. 167.—I1d. Sup. p. 2481

This appears 1o be another of the genus, whose change of .
plumage at different seasens has occasioned two distinct.
species to be formed from it: the tringa squatarola is the
winter plumage. of the Grey Sandpiper, and Tringa helve-
tica, we have very little doubt, is the same bird in its breeding
plumage. .

It should be recollected, that the Golden Plover produces a
clear exemplification by a similar change, the under parts
becoming more: or less black in the spring, By comparing,
; therefore, .
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therefore, the descriptions of different authors, we fiud so
little difference between those two birds, except in the black |
feathers beneath, that.we think very little dounbt remains on
the subject: and what may be urged as the strongest evidence
in support of such an opivion is, the permanent black under
scapulars, and minute back toe, which are similar in both :
the latter a most singular character. .

With us the variety denominated the Swiss Sandpiper may.
never have occurred, for the Grey Sandpiper is rather a rare
species, and as it leaves us early in Lhe spring to breed in 'he.
more northern regions, it does not probably indicate the.
change in plumage, previous to its departure. Paossibly it
may breed in the alpine parts of Switzerland, and thus may..
have:been noticed in its breeding plumage.

We shall now transcribe the very judicious remarks made.
by Dr. Latham, in his first Supplemeunt to the General Sy-

* mopsis, in order that the British Ornithologist may identify .
the bird, should such occur to him.

Of the Swiss Saundpiper, the Doctor says; ¢ One of these.
from Hudson’s Bay, given to me as the female of this species,
had the upper parls brown, mottled with dusky-white, not -
unlike the male, but less bright  sides of. the hcad and fore-

"part of the ueck white, sparingly marked with brown spots :
belly white, marked with longish sireaks of black; the ends
of the feathers being black for some length ; the quills, rump,
and tail, as in the male: in bhoth, the sides of the body have
several black feathers above two inches in length, arising at
the junction of the wing (the under scapular:).. In both, the
bill and legs are black, and a spur serves instead of a hind

- toe. In short, this reputed female is so like the Grey Sand-

piper, that the belly ¢xcepted, which in the English one is.

* not marked with black, one must suppose them to be mers.

varieties of cach otlier.”

Qf the Grey Sandpiper the Doctor saysy ¢ In the roof of

- T2 the
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the mouth of this bird, is a double row of ‘spinouns appendages,.
pointing inwards ;- tongne the length of the bill : under the.
wing the same long black feathers, eight or nine in number,,
as observed above of the Swiss Sandpiper: and no back toe.
only a spur, such as in the Petrel.””

With such information, and with the knowledge that the
Golden Plover does at times assume the black plumage
beneath, we arcata loss to guess why our friend should have-
hesitated in bringivg these birds together in his Index ; for:
in our opinion there canscarccly be the shadow of a doubt,

SANDPIPER-LITTLE. Tringa pusilla.
Little Stint or Least Snipe, Bewick Br. Birds, i t: p. 122,
Brown Sandpiper, Br. Zool, ii. No. 1951

We cannot help suspecting that this has met with the same_
Fale as. most of its congeners, by being mulliplied into at least.
iwo species, since in some of ils. changes in plumage, it s
nearly accords with the Brown Sandpiper of Mr. Pennant, as.
may fairly warrant a supposition that they are of the same-
_ species, as a recent specimen. now. before us will go near to-
prove. :

The length and weight nearly the same as.that described in-
the Appendix to the Ornithological Dictionary. Bill ayd-
irides the same : the forehead and cheeks round the eyes very
pale, nearly white : throat and all beneath wiite, except‘
across. the breast, where it is mixed with light brown ; the.
crown of the head, back, scapulars, and coverts of the wings,
dusky~black, more or less margined with pale rufous, but.in
some of the scapulars the margins are nearly white. These:
marginated feathers give the bird a spotted appearance.
_ 'The back of the veck brown, mixed with cinerequs : quills.
like those of the other: the middle feathers of the tail are
like the tertials, dusky, bordered with ferruginous, the. athers.

cinercous, palest on the margjos : legs dusky,.
: "Flis-
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This is without doubt the Tringe pucille in its pesfliag
Heathers, or plumage prior to its first moulting.

Six of these birds were observed by Mr. Anstice in Sept.
1805, at the mouth of the Bry, neas Bridgewater, four of
which he shot, but was unable to obtain more thaa one, (on
-account of the softness of the mud) and that has been kindiy
-added to our collection. ‘The other two were alterwards
-seen dut could not be procured.

The specimen Lere described, very nearly corresponds
‘with that given by Mr. Bewick, except, that in his bird the
tailis said to be dusky ; but as each feather is not defined,
perhaps the middle feathers only were dusky, appearing of
that colour when closed.

Mr. Pennant’s bird seems to have been of the same colour
as ours, bat by the description, differently dispdsed on each
feather, viz. brown edged with black, and pale rufous. NMr.
Bewiek’s bird is marked above, black with white on the
exterior, and rust colour on the interior webs of each feather.
Al these little variatious may easily be conceived, knowing
that season and age have great influence on the plumage of
gome birds ; and a little allowance may be adnitted furthe
different manners in which different wuthors are ohserved to
describe the same thing ;. as well as.the very vague detinition
of colours.

In most young birds that differ at first from their parents,
ave perceive they are more or less spotted or mottled ; aml
amongst the Sandpipers this is the common primary appear-
-anee, The young of the Dunlin, the Purre, the Knot, the
Green Bandpiper, & others, are more spotted than the adultss
«thus the perfect state of the Little Sandpiper is, we perccive,
of a plain cinereous-brown colour, with only dusky shafts, as
Adescribed in the Appendix to the former part of this werk.

SANDPIPER-PIGMY. Vide Curlew-pigmy.
T3 SANDPIPER-
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SANDPIPER-PURPLE. Tringa nigricans.
Tringa nigricans, Lin. Trans. iv. p.; 40.t. 2,
Selninger Sandpiper, Lath. Syn. Sup. ii, p. 312.
Tringa Striata, Gmel. Syst. i. p. 672.
Ind. Orn. ii. p. 733.
Totanus Striatus Bris. v. p. 196-5.-1d. 8vo. 11, p. 268.
Le Chevalier rayé, Buf. vii. p. 516.
~Striated Sandpiper, Arct. Zool, 11.'No. 383.
Lath. Syn. v. p. 176.

When the above synonyms have been added to those-al-
ready given with the Purple Sandpiper, in the former part
of this work, it will clearly evince the necessity of more than
ordinary attention in the discrimination of the species of this
genus, ‘Here are four supposed species brought into one,

and if the Black Sandpiper of the British Zoology was
" added.as a lrifling variety, we suspect-we should not be far
from correct. " et

In the latter end of November, 1807, Mr. Anstice fa-
vonred us with two specimens of the Purple Sandpiper, that
were shot in Somersetshire, and bought in the market of
Bridgewater. “These, upon disseclion, proved to be of
different sexes: the male is the least, weighing only two
eunces one dram ; the female two ounces and a half, The
male is rather darker in colour, but in no other respect differ-
ing from the other sex ; nor are they materially different from
the one originally described,

In both these specimens. the upper part of the breast is
dusky grey ; the sides of the breast near the shoulder biack =
the legs dull orange: the upper past of the bill towards the
base orange, paler at the base of the under mandible.

In the gizzards of these birds were fragments of small Cancrs,
©Onisci and shells, with several pexfect fry of Turbo littoreus.

SANDPIPER-RED-LEGGED.
Bewick Dr. Birds, ii. t. p. 113, Mn
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Mr. Bewick, in his ingenious work on British birds, has
- figured and described a species of Sandpiper with which we
are at present unacquainted ; but we cannot agree with him,
‘that it is Tringa erythropus, from -which it differs so es
- sentially in colour, in size, and, particularly in the tail, wd
-consequently ought not to bear the above title of Red-legged
Sandpiper, the English name -adopted in the General Sy-
-mopsis for the erythrops. For the preseat, however, until
this bird is better known, we ‘suifer it to remain with this
‘title, a5 we are -unable to "do more than transcribe what tlte
author has said of it. .
¢ This bird measures from the tip of the beak to the end of
‘the tail, ten inches : the bill is an inch-and three-eighths long,
black at the tip, and reddish towards the'base : the crown of
the head is spotted with dark brown, disposed in streaks,
and edged with pale brown and grey: ‘a darkish patch covers
the space between the corners of the mouth and the eyes: the
<hin is white; the 'brow -and- cheeks pale-brown, preltily
freckled with small datk spots: the hinder part of " the neck
is compused of a mixture of pale-brown,.grey, and ash, with
a few indistinct dusky spots ; the fore-part, and the breast
are white, elouded with dull cionamon-colour;-and sparingly
and irregularly marked with black spots reflecting a purple
gloss : the shonlder and scapular feathers are black, edged
with pale rust colour, and have the same.glossy reflections as
these on the breast : the terlials are neatly of the same length .
as the quils, and are marked like the first annexed figure -
(barred) the ridges of the wings are brownish ash-colour : the
coverts, back, and rump, are nearly the same, but inclining
to olive, and the middle of each feather is of a deeper dusky-
brown : the primary.quills are deep olive brown : the ex-
terior webs of the secondaries are also of that colour, but
lighter, edged and tipped, and the inner webs are moslly
white towards the base: the- tailecoverts are glossy black,
: edged
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~#dged with pale rust-colour, andtipped with- white; but in
some of them a streak of white passes from the middle
upwards, nearly the whole length. “ The tail feathers are
lightish brown, exccpt the two middle ones, which are barred
with spots of a darker hue: the belly and vent are white :
legs bare above the knees, -and red as sealing-wax : claws
biack.” '
¢¢ The female is less than the male, and her plumage more
&ingy and indistinct: an egg taken out of her previous to
stuffing, was surprisingly large considering her bulk, being
about the size of that of a magpie, of a greenish white
colour,, spotted and blotched with brown, of a long shape,
and pointed at the smaller end.”

- ¢¢ The foregoing figure -and description were taken from a
pair, male and female, which was shot on Rippengale fen, in
Lincolnshire, on the 1'4th of May, 1799, by Major Charles
Dilke, of the Warwickshire Cavalry, who -also-obligingly
pointed out several leading features of these birds, ‘in which
they differ materially fromthe Scolopax calidris of Linneus,
called here the-Red-shank or Pool-snipe, He says this bird
1s a constant inhabitant of the fens, and is known to sports-
men by its singular notes, which are very loud and melodious,
and are heard even when the bird is beyond thereach of sights

It is somewhat singular, thata -bird,-apparently common,
-and indigenous to the fens, should solong have escaped notice,
or at least discrimination, for it must undoubtedly have been
confounded witlr the Red-shank : -indeed in many respects -it
‘seems to-resemble the immatured bird of that species, but
differs essentially in the feathers.of the tail. 'We are not
informed of the weight of the.Red.legged Sundpiper, but the
-measuiement isdess thaa a full grown Red-shaak, by an
‘inch or rather more. '

SANDPIPER-SELNINGER. Vide Sandpiper-purple.
. A SANDPIPER-
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"SAN'DPIPER-SHORE. Vide Sandpiper.green.

"SANDPIPER-STRIATED. Vid¢ Saudpiper-purple,

SANDPIPER-SPOTTED. Tringa macularia.
“Bewick Br. Birds, ii-t. p. 111,

This is amongst the few British Sandpipers we have not
been fortunate enough to have met with : but as Mr. Bewick
has given the figure of one that was shot in the mouth of
August, on the moors near Bellingham, in Northumberland,
~the description of which is more full than what appears in the

“former part of this work, we shall take the liberty to transcribe
it Length eight inches.
¢4 The bill-is black at the tip, and fades inlo a reddish colour
towards the base : a white streuk is extended over each eye,
and a brownish patch between them and the bill : the whole
~upper part of the plumage is of a glossy lightish brown, with
- green reflections : the head and neek are marked-with longish
~small dark spots; on the back, scapulars, and wing coverts,
-the spots are larger and of a triangular shape: the rump is
plain : the greater quills are dusky ; secondaries tipped with
white ; asare also the greater and lesser coverts, whiclf form
two oblique white lines across the extended wings : the two
middle feathers of the tail are greenish-brown; the side ones
white, crossed with dusky lines: the breast, belly, and vent,

are white, but in the.female, spotted with brown: . legs of a
dirty flesh-colour.”

SANDPIPER-SWISS. “Vide Sandpiper-grey.
SANDPIPER-WOOD. Tringa glareola.

It will be observed. under the article of Sandpiper-greea,
- that we remark the very great difficulty under which Orni-
‘thologists labour with respect to identifying some of the
: Tiinncean species ; and that notwithstanding such good autho-
- gity as that of Dr, Lathaw, for connecting the Linncan
dringe
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Tringa glareola and Tringa Ochrepus, we are -inclinéd
‘to consider that species which we described in the former
part of this work to be the true glureole, (being equally
probable) especially as we cannot assign it -any other place.
Vide Sandpiper-green and Wood.

In order that we may convey every possible information on
so rare, so elegant, and so interesting a species, and thatiit
may not in future be confounded with: the Green Sandpiper,
a figureis aonexed.

SCALE-DRAKE. Vide Shieldrake,
SCARIE. Vide Shag.
SCAURIE or SCOREY. :Vide Gul-Herrieg and Farrock.
SCOBBY. Vide Finch-chaf. j
SCOLDER. Vide Oyster-catcher.
SCOTER. Anas nigra.

‘Bewiek Br. Birds, t. p. 325.

White-throated-Duck, Br. Zool. t. 98..

Will, Ora. p.-367.

The bill -of the Scoter-is remarkably compressed, and-is
destitute of that part usual to-most of the genus termed the
nail. :

The branchi ordivarications-of the {rachea in the male, are
larger in diemeter than any part of the windpipe; these
suddenly decrease from a shotlder near their-union with the
lungs, and theirinterior sides are more membranaceous, which
contracting, forms-a longitudinal sulcus-in each.

A female now before us weighed thirty-three ouncess
length nineteen inches. :Bill wholly black, and destitute of
the knob, but along each side of the upper mandible is a slight-
ly crenated groove, asin the male. The crown of the head
and whole upper parts of the body, including the wings and tail,

are dusky-brown, with an olivacious tinge in some parlicular
: «poilts
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points of view: the chin, cheeks, throat, and sides of the
upper part of the neck, sullied white, freckled with brown;
the large bed of white is divided by a brown list, running
down the back of the neck: the scapularsare slightly tipped
with cinereous : the whole under parts are mottled with dirty
white and brown, the points of the feathers being of the
former colour: the tail, in shape, like that of the male: the
“fore part of the legs and the toes, dull olivaceous yellow;
the hind part and webs dusky.

Upon dissection there was no enlargement of the branche
in this sex. The gizzard was remarkably large, muscular,

- and strong, for the purpose of triturating the stronger shells,
the animals of which are its principalfood ; in this weobserved
many large fragments-of that species of thick Testacea, called
Mactra svlida. |

In Willughby a variely of the female is described, which
had the neck-aud head, on both sides, as far as the eyes, white,
Another variely of this sex is figured in the British Joology,

- plate 98, which is intitled the White-throated-Duck, but has
ne correspending description.

These birds might be caught with asmuch ease, and perhaps
in as great abundance on some parls of the British coast as
they are said {o bein France ; where, as Buffon informs us,
they are attracted by a small bivalve shell-fish called Fai-
meauz, which abound on the northern coast of that country.
In a religious point of view, these birds are not esteemed
flesh, but fish, and consequently are in great request to vary
the repast en 3 fast-day in 3 Roman Catholic country. Such
a stimolus would soon supply our markets with them, but

+heing equally rejected by the poor-as well as the rich, on
account of their fishy flavour, which in France stamps their

‘value, no arts are in practice with us to capture them: some,
however, are accidentally taken in the fishermen’s nests.
21r. Anstice -informs us that the Scoter is oceasionally taken

-in
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Hn the river Bry or Brue (which runs through Bridgesater, in
Somersetshire, and disembogues in the Brist]l chanpel)in
winter ; but much more commozly in the mouliing season,
having cast so n;any feathers of Lheir wings, as to render them
incapable of flight; in this state they freguently get wiliin
the pets inshallow water, are surrounded at the ebbing tides
and cannot escape.

The loss of so many quill feathers as to render the wings
incapable of performing that office nature intended, is wholly
coufined to aquatic birds; and of some of those we Eave
most extraordinary accoun!s. It is s2id, that vast pumbers
of Geese, and even of the Hooping Swans are taken in
Jceland and other morthern parts, (owing te this defect) by
-the nalives, in the month of Aungast: baut we may rather
conclude that most of these are young birds, not yet capable
of flying, for it is well known, that the common domestic
Geese and Ducks never throw cut their quill feathers till they

are full-grown.

SCOTER-DOUBLE. Vide-Duck-velvet.

SCOUT. Vide Guillemot-foolish and Auk-Razor-bifl.

SCOUTINALLEN, or SCOUTINAULAN, Vide Guli-
arctic.

SCRAYE. Vide Tern>commeon.

SCREAMER. Vide Swift.

SEA-CROW,. Vide Auk-razor-bill,

SHAG. Pelecanus Graculus,
‘Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t, p. 390,

PROVINCIAL.
Skart, Scaife, Green-Cervorant.

We have been assured, that the Shag was shot as far

:inland as Newhury, in Berkslire; a very rare occurrence for
R
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it to-desert salt-water, but probably enticed so far by that:
noble river the Thames, into which the Kennet flows,

SHAG-CRESTED.
Pelecanus cristatus, Iauna Groenl. No. 58,
Brun. No. 123.
Procellaria cristatus. Mull. Zool. Dan. Prodr. No. 150.

It is not surprising, that two birds so similar in plumage
and general appearance, as well as in habits, as the Shag and
the Corvorant, should be frequently confounded. This we
find to have been sometimes the case.in their plain or un-
orested state : so also these birds have been ogcasionally
confounded in their crested state ; but in the crested varielics
there are stronger marks of distinction about the head, than
in their.common phunage, aud the usual characlers equally
obvious, viz. \he superior size, as well as the greater number
of feathers in the tail of the Corvorant. ,

The crested Shag seems to have been considered as distinct
by some of the northern Naturalists, Muller and Fabricius
have described it: and Mr. Pennant first introduced it into
the catalogue of British birds, Fabricius has considered this
bird when destitute of the crest, as the. young of the
Corvorant,

That the Corvorant and the Shag are distinct species no
one will at present deny ; and that the Crested Corvorant - is
only an accidental voriety of the common, Pelecanus carbe,
we have given abundant proof in the account of that bird.
With this knowledge therefore, that the commen Con'orant"
occasionally varies its plumage in more than that of throwing
cut a crest, there is good reason for concluding, tlat the
Shag is equally subject to a similar variation,

In the London Muscumm there are two Crested Shags,
said to be the.two sexes: an engraving of one was sent to us

by,
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by Mr. Bullock, on which is tiie following note : ¢ killed by
me on the Bass Islaud, 9th of May, 1807, a female and'
breeding at the time.”

This bird s in every respect like the common Shag, but
that the feathers on the back of the head are a little loose,
elongated, and pendant ; and on the crown isa tuft of erect
feathers. It has no white about the face, nor on the thigh,.
as in the crested variety of the Corvorant ; nor fourleen .
feathers in the tail, the leading character of that bird in
every variety. Under all these circumstances, whatever may
be the exisjing eause of such an occasional luxuriance. of
growth in the feathers of the head, not a doubt exists of the.
crested, and common Shag, being of ihe same species, and
should have the whole of their synonyms united.

It should seem the Shag is subject to vary in the form of
their occasional crest, for we are told by some, that the crest
is.constituted by a long tuft of dusky feathers on each side
the head, reaching beyond the crown.

SHEARWATER. Procellaria Puffinus.

- We sre assured by Mr. Fleming, that this species appears -
tn Zetland only in winter ; and that in addition to the Zet-
landic name cf Lyre, Lyar.or Lyrie, it has acquired the-
Norwegian names of Skrabe or Skraap.

SHIELDRAKE. Anas.Tadorna.
Lath. Sym. Sup. ii. p. 353.
Lin. Trans, iv. p. 117. t. 15. f. 8. 9, (trachea)
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. t. p. 341.

PROVINCIAL. |
She'drake, Skeldrake or Scaledrake, Skeel-goose, or Skeel-
duck. Skeeling-goose,

~

This is one of the very few species of Duck, that can be
strictly
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strictly called indigenons to these realms; many breed in
various parts of the united kingdoms; but it is probable
more are observed in the winter, when those of Iceland and
other northern parls can no longer find suslenance in the.
bogs and estuaries of those boreal climates,

It is found in almost the whole of Europe, and some parts
‘of Asia, contiguous to the coast, for it rarely quits its marine
statien by choice; so seldom indeed is it observed on fresh
water, that it has been doubted if it could long exist without
the marine element. From our own experience, however,
these birds appear to enjoy perfect health i confinement,
‘provided they are allowed communication with a pond ; and
they. feed on grain as readily as the common Duck, and
equally partake of .any aquatic plants.

The trachea of the male is furnished with- a singular.
labyrinth, consisting of two roundish bladders of a most
delicate texture, one of which -is larger. than the other,
both are uneven on the surface, and of so tender a fabric as -
scarcely Lo bear the pressure of the finger without indenting
or breaking, In a very young subject, before the black
round the bill appeared, we observed the labyrinth was very
small and membranaceous, but to a person conversant in these
matters, might have been a sufficient guide to the species.

The young of this species previously to their first moult
are materially different from the parent birds. The bill- and
‘Jegs are flesh-colour: the crown of the head, and back of
the neck dusky-browa : the forehead, and cheeks, as far as
‘the eyes, the under part of the neck, and whole under parts
of the body white : the quills are black, tipped with white,
except two or three of the first : the speculum, and bayr
feathers of the wing next to the body, like the adult, but the
former tipped white : the eoverts white, tipped dusky, giving
them a moitled appearance : the tail feathers are also more

or less moltled at their ends.
The
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The difference in the appearance of the young-birds may-
have occasioned them to be mistaken for a dislinct species
but anatteniion to the speculum, and bay ‘tertials will be am
unerring guide.

It is somewlat singular that the front of the head should be
white, when the rest of the head and back of.the neck are of
a dark colour; and when. in the first change, the whole
of these paris become green-black, it is the white feathers
round the bill and face, that.are first displaced by the black in

the autumn of the first year.
A young domesticated male at.two years.old, had the fore-
part of the neck-and breast elegantly mottled with castanea
aad white, : b :

These birds seem to pair and continue so throughout the
year in their native haunts, and we have observed the same,
particularly in confinement : . the female drives and scolds
other males that attemptto pay court to her. Inthe courting
season, which commences very early, the males erect their
Leads, and partly the feathers on the back of the heuad,
and ulter a .singular shrill note, attended with a toss of the.
head.

The males- do not appear to attach themsclves to the
females till the second vear; and their puberty - is strongly .
characterized by a very cousiderahle enlargement of the
kuob at the base of the bill, which in the courting season, not
only increases at all periods of life afterwards, but also becomes
of a fine coral red.

The defect of breeding appears {o be with the female, (for
we believe it rarely happens in a confined state) she is con-
stantly coy although se strongly urged by the otlier sex, who
it seems has every inclination ; and this appears the more
likely, since we are assured the Shieldiake has been known
ta breed with the commen. Duck, in. Lord Slanley’s
menagerie.

SHELLY:
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‘SHELLY or SHELL-APPLE. Vide Finch-chaf:
SHILFA. Vide Finch-chaf.
SHOVELER or BLUE-WINGED SHOVELER.
Anas clypeata Lin.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 353.
Lin. Trans, iv. p. 109. t. 13. f, 4-5. (trachea)
Bewick Br, Birds, ii. te p. 345.
Anas muscaria Lin. Syst, i. p. 200 B—Raii Syn. p. 146-=
Will. p. 287.
Anas clypeata ventre candido Bris, vi. p. 337. A—Id. 8vo.
i p. 451, |
Tempatlahoac. Raii Syn. p, 1776—Will. p. 299—Id, Angl.
p. 387—Lath. Syn, vi.p. 511. A. B.
Anas rubens Gmel. Syst. i. p. 519—Ind. Orn. ii. p. 857.
Redbreasted Shoveler. Br. Zool ii. No. 281—Lath. Syn,
vi. p. 512. : :
Barbary Shoveler, Shaw’s Trav. p. 2547 -

The labyrinth of the trachea, belonging to'the Blne- winged-
‘Shoveler, is a very small, roundish, bony .arch, wel explained
i0 the Linnean Transactions referred to.

The very great difference in the size and weight, as well as
in-the plumage of this-species, have long made us suspect that
oue of the changes incident ‘to it, might turn out to be the
Red-breasted Shoveler,

Our great attention to the change of plumage in all the
Duck tribe we have been able to procure alive, has ‘been the
means of mich knowledge on this important subject, not a -
ittle aided by strict altention to dead specimens, killed in
different seasons of the year. From all these observations
collectively, we have no doubt remaining, but that the Red- *
breasted Slioveler is no other than this bird in one of its
accustomed changes, either intermediate between the young
aud the-adult, or the annual change of the adult, similar to

v what
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what we have related of the Pintail : but before we proceed
1o describe the bird in this probable annual change, we shall
describe one or two, somewhat varying from what was given
in the former part of this work.

A male and female, taken together in a decoy in Lin-
colushire, ahout the middle of April, were sent to us by Mr.
Wright of Wainfleet. These appeared so much smaller than
any before examiued, that for some time we could bhardly
persuade ourselves they were not a distinct species, The
male was fat, and yet weighed only seventeen ounces: the
female was rather poor, and weighed no more than ten
ounces and a half, which is less than that of a Teal. There
was nothing matérial, however, in the plumage, to favour an
opinion, that these could be distinct from the common
Shoveler, and the {rachea of the male at once evinced them
to be such,

In the male, the head, neck, breast, and belly, the same as
formerly described : the back is dusky-black, reaching up to
the green on the neck in a peak ; these feathers are slightly
edged with cinereous: the rump, upper tail coverts, and from
the vent to the tuil, black, glossed with green; those that
cover the sides of the tail, fine deep green : the lesser wings
coverts and scapulars the same as before described ; as also
the quill featiers, but tinged with blue on the outer webs of
the primaries: the tertials next to the body are very broad
at the base, and gradually narrow io a pointed tip ; these are
of aglossy purple-black, with a white stripe in two of them
along the shaft, for one third of their length froia the tip s
one or two of Lhe longest scapular feathers that fall over these, -
age similar : on each side of the base of the tail is a large patch
of white: the tail consists of fourteen feathers, the middle
opes dusky-black, with white margins, but the lwo centre have
the margins minately speckled; the rest are dusky.-brown,
with broader margios of dirty whites bill, irides, and legs like
tbe former. - The
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The female had the irides dull-yellow; the upper mandi.
ble dusky with the edge red.orange; the under mandible
sed-orauge, except towards the tip. The plumage in general
zufous-brown and black, the former occupying the margins
of the feathers, gives a mottled appearance : the head and
neck are streaked with black = the breast, sides of the body,
and back, deeply margined with rufous-brown : on the belly
the spots of dusky are very faint: the smaller coverts of the
wings blue like the male, but less brilliant; and the other
parts of the wiugs ncarly correspond with- those of the other
sex, the speculum and tertials excepted, the first of which is
tipped with white, the last are plain brown : the tail dusky
with rufous borders, becoming paler on the outer feathers:
the scapulars and rump like the back: the vent, and taile
coverts like the adjoining parts: legs dull orange.

Aunother male rather larger, had the back and scapulars
mottled-dusky and white.

The dras muscaria of Linné, differs from the original,
euly in baviug lhe belly white, and breast rufous,

‘Vhe Tempatlahoac of Ray, appears to be anolher vanety
from Mexico; the principal difference in this is, the upper:
parts of \he body being mottled with semicircles of brown
«nd wlhite.

We shall now proceed to the deseription of what we cone
sider a variely of the Blue-winged Shoveler, which has been
so long established as a distinet species, under the title of
Rel-breasted Shoveler, , ‘

It will be recollected that this bird originated from Bfr.
Pennant. who says it is somclimes taken. in the decoys of
Lincolnshire,

Most collectors have searched in vaim:fer the Red-breasied
variety, bul we believe not- from its peculiar searcify, but
because it is ouly lo be obtained at @ certain pericd of'ihe
year, and (hat, when neither the gan.is in use, nor the decovs
in.general opene. ®2 The
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®  “The bird hereafter described was shot on a fresh witer
Aake, on the south coast of Devon, Aug. 5th, 1807.

The weight twenty-one ounces: length nineteen inches
and a half. The bill and irides like the other : the crown of
the head, and nape dusky, the feathers a trifle elongated
behind : the cheeks, throat, and upper part of the neck pa'e
brown, with a slight rufous linge, and speckled with dusky;
the chin with larger spots of green-black : * the back aud
scapulars dusky, the former margined with rufous-brown,
the latter-with rufous white, and glossed with purple: the
runip dusky, glessed with green and purple: the coverts of
the wings blue, the larger series tipped with white: the
speculum purpleish-green, variable in different lights : some
of the tertails purple-black, with a -white streak down the
sbafts, resembling the wing of the original bird, except inthe
primary quills, being rufous-brown with dusky tips: the
mpper part of the neck before, the breast, sides, and bélly
to the vent ferruginous, spotted with duskyeblack : behind
the vent, the sides of the rump, and under tail coverts pale
rufous-brown and white, spotted as the last: the middle tail=
feathers dusky, the others are mutilated, but by their stumps

~ appear to have been 'brownish-white: the legs like the
original.

Upon dissection, the se;c,unl organs were not discernable;
but an attention to the frachea made the sex evident, and alse
proved most incontroverlibly, by the exact similitude of the
fabyrinth to the Blue-winged Shoveler, -that it is identically
the same in one of the mulations of plumage to which many
of the tribe:are known to be subject.

Having most clearly demonstrated that these’birds are of
one species, in which we have evinced the very essential
advantage of attending to “the ¢rachea, it may be proper to
zemark that this specimen is evidently vot a young'bird, that
is, got of the same yearit was &aken, for it-was in moult;

~many
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many of the wing and tail feathers are in the state of recent
chiange, and the new ones appear as usual brighter, and the
darker ones not so brown : the only part that indicates the
usual green head, is. the chin, where there are several spots
ef that colour..

From the circumstance of. this bird being alone before the
breeding season.was scarcely terminated, or at least before
tbe voung of the Duck tribe are usaally capable of flying, we-
are induced to believe the Shoveler may not pair the first
year 3 and the inconspicuous state of the sexual organs seems.
to confirm it. At any rat= we may fairly conclude, that what,
Las been termed the -Red-breasted Shoveler, is the inter-
mediate plumage incidental to the species between the spring,
and autumn, as we have shewn. with respect to that of the,
male Pintail Duck, to which we refer for furthey particulars.
concernivg this curious and unexpected annual change,,
This circumstance must be admilted to be a discovery off
considerakle importance to.the science, and. advantage to the,
Ornithologist, whosc.vision is as.it were extended-beyond thes
appearance of the object before him. Experimental phy-.
siology, like experimental philosophy, is the test of truth, the-
hasis of incontrovertible facls, on which we may safely reason,
and build our hypothesis without danger of the edifice falling.,

Age méy and will occasion some. difference in these interme-.
diate annual changes ; thus we find a specimen, in the collection,
of Lord Stanley, much more rufous on the breast. The Anas
muscaria, which is described as pectore rufescente, is a bird |
of this species in.ibe intermediate change: but the Anus
elypeata ventre cundido of Brisson, should seem lo,beonly an.,
agcidental variety,

Although we have already dwelt long upon this.specics, yet
we cannot omit any thing that' may serve to elucidate the
subject. It has been said,  that the female of the Reds,
breasted Shoveler has all the colours faiutery and the speculum
of the wings blue, v.3. Oa
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On the 24th of Novgnlber, 1809, we were favoured with
@ Shoveler by Mr. Holdsworth, which \\-eiglmd twehly ounces
and a half; and measured in length twenty inches. From
-the superior size of this bird, which seemed to be at variancs
with the plumage, we suspecied it to ‘be a male of the first
feather ; but upon dissection, the ovaries were evident, and
the frachea destitute of labyrinth.

This bird then, we may conclude, is that which has been
assigued to the Red-breasted Shoveler, as the other sex; and
indeed the ferruginous appearance of its plumage beneath,
wight fairly have induced those, who wanted tofind a femals
for that bird, to ceuple them together, :

The bhill of this specimen is -olivacious.green .above; the
edges and under -mandible orange: irides dull yellow, The
head and upper part of the neck brown, minutely spotted
with black: the chin and throat plain pale brown ; the
lower part of the neck before, the sides of the breast, and
sides of the body under the wings pale rufous-brown, spotted
with black, the spols becoming larger on the uoder parts; in
fact each feather is dusky-biack, margined with rufous-brown =
the middle of-the lower breast and the belly, appear to be
entirely pale rufous, the feathers being s¢ deeply margined
as not to expose. their dusky part; about the vent and the
under -tail coverts like the-sides of the body; ‘the back and
scapulars are dusky,-slightly ‘margined with pale rufous, in-
clining to white on the hindmost scapulars: the rump dusky-
black with small obsolete spots: -coverts of the tail partly
barred, and margined with pale ferruginous-and dusky-black :
the wings like those ofthe other female, except that one or
two of ‘the tertials are white at the lip ; and it is remarkable,
that the secondaries which constitute the speculum should in
the females be tipped white, and not in the males; fail consists
of fourteen cinereous-brown festhers, margined with rufous,
except the two middle ones, which.are dusky-brown, Itis

singular
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<ingalar, that this female should weigh nearly double that
before described, and larger by several ounces than the male
in full plumage, previously mentioned. This, however, only
exemplifies the very great difference in the size, as well as in
the plumage of individuals of this species,

It is evident this female is not in her first plumage, and
consequently not a bird of that year, in which she was Lilled,
for there are some of the old feathers not cast, in particular
the fourth feathér of the tail on cach side, which are easily
ascertained to be old feathers by their dingy colour and ragged
tips ; these old feathers are mot in other respects different
from their outer neishbours, except in net being half so
deeply margived. From the superior weighi; it should appear,
that this is au old and fully matared female, and that the
smaller one with all the feathers more deeply margined, is a
young bird; and this is consonant with experience, that
~youug birds in general have their plumage more maculated.

It has been said that the Shoveler will not live in coufine.
ment ; it is true the curious i)ccliuated structure of the bill
indicates an insectivorous food, but we doubt not, that by de-
grees, it might be induced to adopt a substitute, a8 Rufis,
Godwits, Woodcocks, and Curlews, are well salisfied with
bread and milk.

It has been supposed that Shovelers breed at present in
our fens, but all our enquiries on that subject in Lincolnshire
went to negative the opinion.

SHRIKE-CINEREQUS. Lanius excubitor.
Bewick, Br. Sirds, 1. t. p. 60.
Shaw Zool. vii, p. 282. t, 37.

PROVINCIAL.
Murdering-pie. While-whisky-John,

Although this specics is said to breed in France and othe#
paris
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parts of the European continent, and occasionally visit us,
we never could ascertain that it bred in England.

In the latter end of February, 1807, we reccived a male
from a friend, near the coast of Lincolnshire: this, and two
or three others of the same sex, obtained also in the winter
mouths, indicate that it only aceidentally comes to us in its
autumual migration from the north of. Europe to a more
southern climate: and that by sume adverse winds. or other
occult causes, they are sametimes forced to vary their longi-
tudinal course, and are driven on the easlern parts of Great
Britain,

.Mr. Pennant says the female bas a brown bar beyond
each eye.

SHRIKE-RED-BACKED. [ILanius Collurio.
Lath. Syun. Sup. ii. p. 69. Shaw Zool. vii, p. 315.
Orun. Danmo, 1. t. 2. L :
Bewick Br. Birds, 1. t, p. 62.
Levaill. Ois. ii. p. 50. p. t.‘69,..
Sonpiuni Trav. iii. p. 319,

The Red-backed Shrike is said to be common in Egypt,
where .it is called Dagnousse, and are caught in large num-
bers in nets and sold alive, the law forbidding them to be
eaten, as well as others, till they have been bled ;; and as
these birds severely bite the fingers when bandled, the bird-
catcheis tie their mandibles together with one of their feathers.

Is not uncommon at the Cape of Good Hope and in
ether parts of Africa.

We have not heard of its being seen in the more northern_
parts of England, but from the authority of Mr. Dick enson
it inhabits  Shropshire abont Tichfield and Walsal. It bas
been mnoticed throughout the whole longitudinal extent of
Devounshire, and from thence eastward, to the opposite coast

" of {he kingdom ; but we are not sure it has been ohsegwfed
ne

—

—

—
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far in Coruwall; nor have we ever seen il in the soulliera
promontory of Devon, though we have heard of one being:
killed in that part.

SHRIKE-WOOD. Lanias ruficollis..
Wood-Chat., Orn. Dict..
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 70..
Shaw Zool. vii. p. 316.
La Pie-griesche rousse, Levaill. Ois. ii. p. 46. Pl 63:

It will be observed that in- the former part of this work,.
we had expressed some doubts. about the distinction of this
species from that of the Red-backed-Shrike. In this we were
not singular, but rather formed an opinion upon that of other
respectable authors, after consulting the description and
habitat as related by them; for it is esteemed so rare in
England, that we question if there is at present a specimen
in existence that was killed in the island, Even on the
conlinent its. rare occurrence has occasioned discrepancy
of opinion, Doctor Latham in bis second Supplement
acknowledges never to have seen but one specimen, and
that in the Leveriun Muscum ; so that if with the ex=
tensive researches of the Doctor, and with the immense
variely of species from all parts of the globe that have passed
through his hands in critical examination, we find only one
solitary instance of his‘idcnti!'}'iug the hird in question, it
is scarcely to be wondered that suspicions were created. On
the authority, however, of M. Levaillant, the Woodchat,
not materially differing from the European species, is not
uncommon, at the Cape of Good Haepe, especially the in-
terior Parts of it; and is also met with at Senegal.

A specimen of the Wood-chat lalely come into our pos-
session is about seven inches and a half in length: the bill is
dusky-horn-colour : the fore-head, and sides of the head,
#king in the eyes, and coverts of the ears, passing a littie

' beliind
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behind on the sides of the neck, black : the crown, back of
the head, and hind neck, bright bay: upper part of the
‘back, and wing coverts dusky: scapulars white: Tump
dusky-grey : upper tail-coverts grey: quills black, with
white at their base, forming a conspicuous bar on the wings,
but partly hid by the tertials when closed: all the under
parts from chin to tail sullied white, except a patch of chesnut
on the lower belly : the outer feather of the tail is more than
halt white from the base, and margined with the same, leaving
along black spot on the outer web n.ar the end; in the
other lateral feathers the white decreases gradually at the
base, till lost in the four middle feathers, which are wholly
black ; butin several of the outer feathers there is a small
spot of white on the inner web at the very tip: legs dusky-
black.

From 2 minute examination of this specimen, we can no
Jonger doubt, that the Woodchat is perfectly distinct from
~ the Red-backed Shrike. 1n the make of the two species, the
cuneiform shape of the tail, form of the bill, and size, (but
this is rather larger) there is great simililude, at the same
time there are characters which must form specific distinction,-
When critically exantined, it is observable, that the markings
are different in form as well as colour, but the dusky colour
of the upper parts of the bady, the black legs, and above all
the white scapulars, cannot in any stage or variety, belong
to the Red-backeq species ; and it is very improbable that the.
bay head should be given in a state of adolescence, to be
discharged again in maturity.

[t must be well known to those who have penetrated deeply
into the mysteries of natwe, Lhat there are certain colours
that under certain circumstances, denote maturity ; that pure
white, full black, aud the meore gaudy tints, are usually
marks of maturitv,  Thus we cannot suppose that at
any age or season, lhe Red-backed Shrike would become

black
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black on the back with white scapulars, or possess a bay
«crown or black legs, except by accident, a mere lusus nature;
and that cannol now be suspected. Besides, if we atlend to
The plumage of the Red-backed species, which constantly
breed with us in considerable numbers, we find that all the
young, when they leave us in the month of September, very;
much resemble the adult female ; und the whole return to us
again in about six months, in their full sexual plumage; a,
proof that the young arrive at maturity the first year, and
propagate the eusuing spring. With this certainty, it would
be most inconsistent with all the known laws of nature, and
with the experience of every Naturalist, to suppose that the
young Red-backed Shrike changed its plumage to that:of the
Wood Shiike, and again tg that of the adult Red-backed
species, and this in the course of the few months they are
absent in a more southern climate, and out of the breeding
season. It is well known, that all young birds, without
-excepltion, at first mostly resemble the parent female, and by
degrees, those of the male sex become more masculie i
plumage ; but the intermediate state partakes more or less of
both ; and in no instance is so totally unlike either as the bird
in question. If onthe other hand, the old birds of the Red-
backed species were capable of such a change; that which
characterizes the Wood Shrike would undoubtedly he their
courting garment; those colours which we noticed before as
marks of maturity, wounld have been assuined when the exs
hilarating passion of love and soft desire fired -their little
breasts; it is then and then alone, that every feather has its
.gaudiest tint. With all ‘these reflections, founded on thé
known laws of nature, evinced by daily experience, we can
have no more doubt of the identity of these two Shrikes as
distinct species, than we have that they are different from the
Cinereous Shrike; for there is not a greater difference between
them, than belween the Red.backed and the Wood Shrike.

It
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Tt must-also be recollected, that the Red-backed species:
has frequently been kept in confinement, and no such change
has ever been noticed : those we bad caged, anfortunately.
died before the return of the breeding season, but the
appearance of some new feathers, indicated the l;egula:_
change to the adult plumage by the usual course. .

SISKIN,

Fringilla-Spinus.  Lin. Syst, T.p. 322,—~Gmel. Syst.
¥ p. 914.—Iad. Orn, i. p. 452.—Sep. Vog. t. p. 135
Figurinus. Raii. Syn. p. 6. A, 5.—Will. p. 192.1. 46.
Briss. iii. p. 65. 4. 1d. 8vo. i. p. 325.

Le Tarin. Buf. iv. p. 221.—Pl Enl. 485, f. 3.

Siskin or Aberdivine. Br. Zool. No. 129. t. 53. Id. fok
109. t.v.  Arct. Zool. ii. No. 243. Id. p. 883. 1..
Albiniii. t. 76. 14. Song birds, t. p. 83
Lewin Br. Birds, ii. t. 82.

Lath. Syn, iii. p. 289: Id. Sup, p. 166-
Bewick Br. Birds, i. t. p. 171,
*Harm. Rural. p. 20.

The. unaccountable omission of this species of Finch im.
the:original,part of  this work was not discovered until the.
whole was printed:

The Aberdivive or Siskin, is in size between that of the .
Greater and Lesser Red-poles: length four inches and a half, .
Bill whitsh, with the tip black : irides dusky: top of the
head black ; hind  head and all the uprer parts of the body
yellowish-green, mostly. yellow on the rump, the feathers .
streaked down the shaft with dusky : sides of the head, chin,
throat, aud breast, greenish-yellow, without spots ;. middle of
the belly whitish ; sides tinged with yellow, and marked with
large dusky streaks: under tail-coverts the same : lesser -
wing.coverls like the back ; the series immediately impending

the greater coverts mostly yellow ;. the grealer coverts black,
' tipped..
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Ripped with yellow ; these form two yellow bands across the

wing, divided by one of black : quills dusky, the primaries
slightly edged with greenish-yellow on the outer web, and at
the base of the inner; the rest of the quilis edged with the
same on their outer webs only, 'near the ends, the base of
each feather, for nearly one half, pale yellow: the tail is con-
giderably forked, the two middle feathers dusky ; the rest
yellow half way from the base, the ends dusky, slightly
edged with yellow on the outer webs: legs pale.

The female differs from the other sex in having the crown
of the ‘head dusky and grey mixed, and the plumage in
-general much less vivid,

Young males, in their adolescent state, have the black fea-
thers on the head margined with brown, and the célours,
though brighter than the female, are not so vivid as in the
adult. ' 7

This species issometimes observed in England in the
winter, in company wilh"the Lesser Red-pole, picking out
“the seeds from the cones ‘of the alder trees. It does not we
believe breed with us, but leaves this country en the ap-
-proach of spring: Mr. Bolton, however, in his Harmonia
Ruralis asseits, that it breeds in Westmoréland. Willughby
says it visits Sussex about the time of barley sowing, and is
‘there called the Barley-bird. "It is, however, ‘more an ac-
cidental, than a conslant migrant to this country, or at least
itis by no’meéans common, but extremely local ; a natural
-conclusion, when only one instance has occurred to us of
meeting with the Siskin at large, and that was a solitary
female in the month of January.: -and .in only two instances
bave we-been favoured with it from our numerous friends.

Itis occasionally taken by tlie bird-catchers in the neigh-
bourhood of London, where it is known by the name of
Aberdivine; and though its song is below mediocrity, sclls
dor a tolerable - goud . price to bird-fanciers, who semetimes

pair
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pair it with a Canary bird, with which it is said to lireed
ﬁ'eely.

The Siskin is found in many parts of Europe : in Germany
they are said to do great injury to the hop gardens, by.
picking out the seeds, In the western and southern parts of
Russia are plentiful, but are not mel with towards the
Uralian chainy nor in Siberia,

In the month of December, 1805, a small flock of these
birds were observed busy in extracting the seeds. from the
alder trees, in the south of Devon, several of which were
shot. The wealher was severe, and a leavy fall. of snow
succecded, ' '
~ Sepp. has delineated the nest, placed in a fark of a tree,
built with dry‘bents, mixed with leaves, and amply lined.
with feathers, The eggs, threein number, of a dull white..

Some varieties of this species are described, but whether
all such really belong to it may be questioned hereafter ; one-
is said to inbabit Silicia, and another South America.

The irregular-migration of this bird has been noticed om
the continent : Buffon speaks of immense flights once in
the course of three or four years. Are said to breed i
the forests bordering on the Danube, but conceal their nest
with such art, as to render it extremely difficult to be found.

Mr. Bewick remarks, that onc which was taken on the

“banks of the Tyne, and kept some years in a cage, had a.
sweet and pleasing song; that it imitated the notes of other:
birds, and was-'familiar, docile, and chearful,

SKART. Vide Shag and Corvorant

SKEEL-GGOSE, SKEEL-DUCK, or SKEELING. Vide-
Shizldrake,

SKELDERDRAKE. Vide Ouvster-calcher,

‘SKiLDRAKE. Vide-Shicldrake,

SKELLY. ' Vide Finch-chaf,

SKIITY. VideGallinule-spoited. SKRABE.
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SKRABE. Vide Shearwater.
'SMEW. Mergus albellus.
- Mergus albellus and minutus, M.and F, Lin, Syst.
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. p. 538.
Lin. Trans. iv. p., 234. t. 16. f, 3. 4. (trachea)
Petit Harle buppe, La Piette, Buf, Ois. viii. p. 278 t. 24~
I’l. Enl. 449.
Smew. Bewick, ii. t. p. 264,
Red-headed Smew. Bewick, ii. p. 266 (female)
Lough-diver., Bewick, ii. p. 208. (male immatured).

The fact having been established beyond contradiction, that
the minute Merganser and the Smew are of the same species,
but of different sexes, we request that the synony ms of these
birds, given in the former part of this work, may be connected
and added to the above.

Doctor Latham had long ago ascertained, that the young
males conlinued in the plumage of the females for some time,
(at least two years) by dissecting many, the trachea of the
supposed male Minnte Merganser was found to be exactly.
similar to that of the Smew, except that the labyrinthic parts
were less ossified.

If any thing ‘vas wanling to confirm this decision, founded
upon the clearest evidence, we could bear testimony of the
fact from ocular demonstration, having at this time before us
a specimen of a young male in the very act of changing from
the plumage of the female, or Mergus minulus, to that of
the male, Mergus albellus. 'This bird and an old or matured
Smew, was sent to us the latler end of December, by Mr,
Holdsworth, which gave an oppertunity of comparing the
trachea and which completely verified the account given by
Doctor Latham : indeed in this young specimenthe labyrinth
was fully ossified.

"This young wale has a few fcathers of the adult plumage.
put
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put forth about the breast and.neck, especialty the Hlack
feathers tipped with white, denoling the approach of those
bands, so censpicuously beautiful in the adult. 'Thefeathers
on the crown are more rufous, and the crest longer than in
the female, -and the patch on the wing is not pure white, but
mottleéd with brown. The secondary quills and their greater
coverts are black, slightly tipped with white, making two
slender white lines across that part of the wings. Both these
‘birds had the usual number of tail feathers, (sixteen) and their
Iegs and toes equally of a blue grey colour, with dusky webs,
The old bird weighed twenly-four ounces, and measured
eigliteen inches ; the young one sixteen ounces, and seventeen
~inches in length.

For a figure of the trachea we refer to the Linnean
Transactions above quoted, which will convey a much better
dea of its structure than any words can express; however, °
in conformity to our plan of general information, we shall
transcribe the description of it from Doctor Latham’s
account, as being perfectly correct, and corresponding with
those in our possession.

¢ The trachea or windpipe of tliis ‘species (says the
Doctor) is smallest near the upper party, but enlarges as it
approaches towards the middle, from whence to the bottom,
it*coutinues nearly of equal dimensinns, the texture consisting
of completely bony rings, with scarcely any cartilage inter-
vening ; 4t the bottom is a bony cavity as in the others,
smaller in proportion, and differing in shape, the greater ex-
panse being from side to side, whereas in the other it is
almost upwards and downwards; on one side is a round hole,
covered by a drum-like membraue, ‘and on the opposite, an
oval smooth holiow bone uniting withit: frem the bottoim
arises the branchial tubes. ’

‘[his is by far the most plentiful species of Merganser that
drequents. our coasts and fresh watersin ‘the wiater; bnt we

believe
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belicve has never been known to breed in this country. It is
naturally shy, and readily takes wing, being as expert in air
as it is in water, where indeed, if it is surprised, it is with
difficulty shot, by reason of its incessant diving. At the
time of wriling this account, there are two White Wigcons
(as the full plumed males are somelimes called by the natives)
ona piece of fresh waler not very distant from us, but toe
wary to be shot. 'The females aid young birds are called in
the southern part of Devonshire, Vare.Wigeon, from a
sapposed simililude about the head to a Weesel, which is
denominated Fare. Possibly this is the bird- which in some-
parts has been called Smee.

In the account given by Mr. Bewick of a tunnel for
gatching wild fowl, we find the following note, which appears-
to have been collected from a person of the name of
Bonfcllow, of: Stockton, in Norfolk. ¢ Duck and Mallard
are taken from August lo June, Teal and Wigeon from
October to March, Becks, Smee, Goldemeyes, Arps,
Cricks, and Pintails or Sea-pheasants, in. March and Apiil,
Poker Ducks are seldom taken on account of their diving
aud getting back in the pipe.”

SNIPE-GREAT. Scolopax ma\jor.
Scolopax paludosa, Ind. Orn. ii. p. 714
Gmel. Syst. p. 661.
Scolopax Gallina, Sepp. Vog. 3. t. 127-
—media, Ger. Qra. iv. p. 446.+—atra, 1b, 450 ?
Becasse des Savanes, Buf- vii. p. 481,
Savanna Woodcock, Lath. Syn. v. p. 132,
Great Snipe, Lath. Syn. Sap..ii. p. 308.
Rural Sports, t.p. 444.
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. p. 67:

In the second Supplement to the General Synopsis, the
w Great
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Great Snipe and the Savanna Woodceck, are we think very
judiciously brought together, consequently the synonyms,
given in the former part of this work, must be connected with
the above. In the same work, is given a very full description, .
from a recent sabject, shot in Suffolk, in the month of Sept.
and which so exactly corresponds with a specimen in our
collection, that we shall take the liberty of transeribing it :—
weight eight ounces and a quarter: length from the bill to
the end of the tail, twelve inches; to the end of the toes six=-
teen: bill two inches and three quarters, (sometimes as much
as four inches) black ; the under mandible pale half-way from
the base : the top of the head brown, mottled with rufous ;
down the middle a clay-coloured line ; sides of the head pale
clay-colour, speckled with brown : through the eye, from the
bill, a dark brown streak, and a paler ore curvisg round the
under mandible : hind part of the neck, half the back and
scapulars, chocolale-brown ; the feathers streaked on the
sides with clay-colour, and barred with ferruginous; the
lower part of the back brown, crossed with numerous greyish-
white Jines : tail-coverts pale rufous clay-colour, barred with
‘black-brown, and so long, as to cover the tail for two thirds
of its length : the tail when spread is rounded at the end 3
the eight middle feathers are dusky for three-fourths of their
length from the base, the rest of the length rufous, crossed
with two or three bars of black; but the four middle feathers
are deep rufous, and the two on each side of these very pale;
the two outermost feathers on each side wholly bLlark and
white in alternate bars: the wing-coverts black-brown,
spotted with rufous-white ; the rest of the wing dusky-black ;
every feather but the greater quills tipped with white: be=
neath the wings beautifully crossed with white and dusky
bars: the fore part of the neck is the same asbehind : the
breast, belly, and vent crossed with numerous dusky bars :
inclining to a zigzag shape on the sides: legs pale bluish-
brown, and bare above the knee for half an inch. Two
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Two of the Great Snipes in one case, in the late Leverian
Museum, were marked as having been killed in Lincolnshire ;
one was larger than the other, but similar in plumage. In
these the breast and belly had each feather marked with an
angular ferruginous bar ; which gives the undulations observed
in the markings on those parts.

We believe this species o be really very rare in England,
though it may accidentally happen, that one is shot and con-
signed to the palate of the epicure. :

Mr. N. Luscombe, a gentleman to whom we are under
obligations for several rare birds, and whose attention to the
subject of native ornithology, may stamp aathority to his
observations, assures us, that in hunting an alder bed for
Woodcocks in the month of February, he flushed a Great
Snipe twice, but was unable to kill it. This gentleman says,
the flight of this bird is very different from that of the
Common Suvipe, resemblin® more that of a Woodcock ;
when it rose it emilted a cry something like the former, but
shorter, ad of a deeper toue.

SNIPE-JADREKA. Scolopax limosa. )

Some doubts have existed whether there really is a specifig
distinction between this and the Red-Godwit; and indeed it
must he admitted, that their general appearance might favour
the opiunien, that they were varieties of the same species,
especially as it is well konown the latter is subject to muct
variation. It is true, the rarity of both, precludes the pos-
sibility of obtaining their habits, or of making many compas
raiive ohservations. ! .

The Sadreka Snipe, in our colleciion appears to be distinct
from our specimen of the Red-Godwit: it islarger, much
longer in the legs and bill ; and a very remarkable difference
is observable in the claws; forin this they are concave and
truucated, as if cut off at the ends. .

w2 £ In
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T the description given of this bird in the former part of
this work, (which it will be evident 1o the scientific ornitho-
Yogist, was borrowed from good authority, never al that time
having examiued the species) we were led into a mistake with
respect to the disposition of the white on the tail; for instead
of the feathers being white at the ends, the word base should
be substituted. Such is the Linncean description, and is the
generalaccepted character, It was a mere accidental mistake,
and has been corrected in the subsequent works of the same’
highly respectable author. But in addition to what has been
slated above, with respect to the essential characters of dis-
tinction, the following description from a specimen before yg,
will give a betler idea of the bird in question, when coupled
with the figure whichaccompanies it

The cheeks and chin are speckled with pale ferruginous ;
from tire upper mandible a pale streak runs over the eye ;
beneath that a dusky one: the neck and breast cinereous,
motiled with pale ferruginous; on the latter and along the
sides, the ferruginous markings become less fréqneut, but
form evident distant, irregular, broad, transverse bars; these
markings are occasioned by the ends of some of the feathers
being more or less ferruginous: the belly is white with only
afew scatlered spots: the thighs pale rufous-brown, mixed
with white : the feathers of the back and coverls of the wings
brown, with pale margins: quills dusky, al the base of most of
them more or less white, but scarcely shewing any of the last
colour when closed : tail a trifie forked, the feathers black
for two-thirds fiom the end, their bases more or less white,
except the middle ones; the exterior web of the outer feather
white nearly to the tip : the coveris immediately impending
the tail are black, and couceal the white at the base of the tail
feathers; the rump is white, as well as the under coverts of
the tail : the bill of this specimen 1s more than four inclies in
,Jength, and appears to have beeun reddish for two-lhirds of ils
length from the base, with the point dusky, When
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When we offer our opinion that the Scolopaxr Limosa and
Lap;panica are really distinct, we do not pledge ourselves that
ihcy have not been confounded, and occasionally substituted
one for the other: in those before us there are certainly
apparent specific distinctionsindependent of plumage ; for we

are aware of the changes many of these birds are subject to
from the influence of season and age.

SNIPE-RED-BREASTED,

Scolopax ncveboracensis, Ind. Orn. ii. p. 723.
Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 658.

Red.breasted Snipe, Arct. Zool. ii. No. 368.
Lath. Syn. v. p. 153.
Lin. Trans. ix. p. 198.

Scolopax hudsonica, Ind. Orn. ii, p. 7201

Hudsonian Godwit, Arct. Zool. Sup. p, 682
Lath. Syn. Sup, p. 246 2 '

L

The weight of this species is seven ouuces and three-
quarters : length fifteen inches. Bill three inches long, a
lditile reflected, and of a dusky colour, except at the base of
the under mandible, which is pale; the upper mandible
longest by almest the eighth of an inch: irides dusky : orbits
white: crown of the head ferruginous, streaked with dusky :
sides of the head, chin, throat, fore.part of the neck, breast,
belly, and sigles, bright bay, palest on the chin, and witha
few solitary white feathers on the belly : round the vent,
and under tail-coverts, the feathers are white, tipped with
-bay, showing parl of the white: upper part of the neck
behind ferruginous, slightly marked down the shafts with
dusky ; lower part of the hind neck, upper part of the back,
and scapulars dusky, spotted with ferruginous on the margin

. of the feathers: lower part of the back, and rump white,
with oblong dusky spots down the shafts: upper tail-coverts
barred dusky and ferruginous, becoming white at the base of

W 3, the
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the feathers: prime quills dusky-black, the s'x first mottled
with brown and white on the inner webs towards the base ;
the secondarics cinereous, margined and spotted with white;
tie shafls of all more or less white : greater coverts of the
prime quills black; from the fifth tipped with white ; those
of the secondaries cinereous, the inuner webs spotted with
white ; lesser coverts a mixture of dusky, cincreous, and
white, dashed with ferruginous, with a few feathers near the
quills spotted ferruginous like the back : under wing-coverts
white, elegantly barred, and spotted with black : tail nearly
‘even at the end, the two middle feathers rather the longest,
the whole marked with eight or nine alternate bars of black
and white quite to the base, forming, when the tail is spread,
so many concentric semicircular bands: legs dusky-black,
two inches and a half long from the knee to :he heel; bare
space above the knee scarcely three quarters of an inch:
toes marginated, outer one connected as far as the first joint
to the middleone. This hird was shot near Kingsbridge,
about the 21st of May, 1803, and proved a female,

Aunotler specimen, killed somewhat later in the same year,
was sent to us by Mr. Boys, who remarked that it was shot
at Sandwich, This is a male, and weighed eight ounces: length
to the tail fourteen inches three quarlers ; to the end of the
toes sixteen inches and a balf; expansion of the wings
twenly-seven. |

About the same time another of these birds was shot at
Weymouth, out of a small flock that was observed there for
two or three days, and from the account favoured us by the
late Mr. Bryer, there was liltle or no difference from the two
in our possession, which are so exactly similar as to render it
impossible to ascertain the sexes by the plumage, ‘except the
lower belly, vent, and under tail-coverts being more ferrugi-
nous, with scarcely any apparent white, should be a scxual
mark of distinction.

It
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It should appear that these three specimens were shot out
of the same small flock, a$ from the accounts received, they
were decreased in the proportion to those known to have
been shot.

From the lateness of the scason it is probable this little
family were hurrying from the south to the north in order to
breed, and had coasted the island as far as Kent, and then
perhaps the remainder crossed to the continent, and con-
tihued to coast it into the Bultie, and so on to the arctic
regions.

"On the second of May, in the year 1810, another of this
species was shot near Bridgewater ; and we are informed by
Mr. Anstice, (who favoured us with it) that it was in company
with some Whimbrels.

"This proved to be a remarkable fine male, weighing ten
ounces : the length sixteen inches: breadth twenty.-eight and
a half. The colour and markings nearly correspond with
tliose before described, but the rump and lower part of
thie back under the scapulars are more white, having very
few spots: the under scapulars are white marked with
diagonal bars on cach web, placed alternately : the ferrugi-
nous on the belly is also intermixed with rather more white
than in either of the other specimens, and muny of the
feathers on the sides of the breast, and sides of the body
under the wings have their shafts dusky.

The very superior weight of this specimen must partly be
attributed to its excessive falness,

It is nol improbable this rare species has been confounded
with the Red-Godwit, and many circumstances not worth
relating have greatly confirmed this opimion, In a small
cellection of birds belonging to a medical gentleman at
Marazion, in Cornwall, we recollect nolicing a bird very
much matilated by insects, that was supposed to be the Red
Godwit, but we bave now very little doubt but that it was of

this
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thisspecics. The Red-Geodwit is much longer in the legs
and -never of that complete bay colour, especially on the
‘whole under parts; besides the tail alone would be at once a
‘mark of discrimination, fer in that bird it is invariably white
at the base with dusky or-black for the grealer part of their
length from the end, and never alternately barred as in the
Red-brcasted Snipe. Many other essential distinctions in
plumage might be notieed, butthese may be easily discovered
by a comparison of the descriptions of the two birds; but
as another special guide, it will be ohserved that in the Red-
Godwit, and. Jadreka Suipe, the ead of the tail when nearly
“closed is concave, or a trifle forked ; whereas in the Red=
Snipe the middle feathers are rather the longest.

‘With respect to the idenlity of the Red-breasted Suipe in
this bird, we have not much to instruct us, but the little which
is to be found will bear us out in our synonyms except with re-
spect to size. It is indeed described to be the size of the Com-
mon Snipe, but it seems to be so little known, that some latitude
may be granted in this particular, since the only specimen
which seems to have been noticed, was said to be an inhabi=
tant of New York, and was preserved in the Blackburnian
Museum, from which the description in the Arctic Zoology
was taken. Neither the weight nor the measure of this
specimen was obtained, and therefore some allowance may
be made for bad stuffing, and imaginary size,

SNIPE-SYOTTED. Scolopax Tolanus,
Bewick Br., Birds, ii. t. p. 88.

PROVINCIAL.
Red-legged Godwit,

Since the publication of the original part of this work, we
have been favoured with another specimen of this rare species,
from Mr. Anstice, who shiot it near Bridgewater, in September,

from
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from a small flock composed of several of the same specics,
and many more Redshanks, which had been in association for
some time.

This bird is rather larger than the last described, and the
legs longer. In the plumage there is also a little difference ;
the broad white streak above thebase of the upper mandible
to the eye and partly over it is more conspicuous; the markings
on the breast and belly more distinct ; the white spots on the
outer margins of the secondaries and tertials, as well as other
parts, being of a triangular shape, indicate an essential cha-
racter : the shape of the tail, like that of the Wood Sand-
piper, is rather singular, unless occasioned by feathers not
beiug full grown ; the two middle feathers are longest, and
the outer feather on each side is longer than the two next.

In the General Synopsis and some other works, the
‘middle feathers of the tail are described to be cinerevus, or
ash-colour, and only the lateral ones barred; whereas in all
the specimens we have examined, the middle feathers are
equally barred, and exactly similar to the others, We are
-also told that sometimes, the feathers which cover the upper
part of the thighs, and those near them, are blushed with a
reddish or vinous colour. Mr. Bewick mentions a specimen
shot in September, that had the upper parts more sparingly
spotted than usual, and the breast, belly, and the iuside of
the wings, of a snowy whiteness; the sides under the wings
-also more delicately spotted with pale brown. This last we
consider to be the plumage of maturity ; and consequently
-ours are young birds, probably in their first years plumage ;
that killed in August had more brown beneath than the one

‘killed in September, the same month in which Mr. Bewick’s
bird was shot.

SNOW-FOWL. Vide Bunting-snow.
SNYTH. Vide Coot.

SPARROW-
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SPARROW-TREE. Fringilla montana.
Bewick Br. Birds, i, t. p. 162.

Having been taught to believe that the Tree-Sparrow was
as common in some parts of Lancashire, Yorkshire, and
Liucolnshire, as the House Sparrow, we expected to have no
difficulty in obtaining a more perfect kuowledge of the
habits of this species by actual acquaiutan‘ca with them in
their native slate, than any bocks had conveyed. In a tour
threugh Lincolnshire we eagerly sought for the Tree-sparrow,
and shot into every unfortunate flock of House-Sparrows we
could find in our route, but without success, and began lo
despair of succeeding; when by an unlucky accident which
delained us several days at Wainfleet, we were in a small
degree recompeunced by the Jiscovery of the bird in question
in that neighbourhood.

It will be recollected that authors liave made a distinction
between the sexes; by asserling that the female is destitule of
the black on the throat and ears. It is also said to build in
trees, but whether in holes, or in the branches, is not men-
tioned; these desiderala in the natural history of the species
have perplexed and misguided many. Every House-Sparrow
that has buill its nest in a tree (by no means an uncommon
occurrence) has at once been pronounced to be the Tree-
Sparrow, and consequently that species has been supposed to
be more plentiful, and more generaly diffused throughout
England, than we have any reason to believe is the fact.

On a small estale belonging to Bethlam Hospital close to
the village of Wainflcet, a few puirs of these birds had taken
possession of some large trees (the only ones deserving the
name of trees forrmany miles round) which after havipg been
condemned, were reprieved upon a representation of their
very great advantage lo mariners, a8 a conspicuous land-
mark in such a flat and featureless country.  Here then we

expected
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expected to realize all our anticipation with respect to the

natural history of this species, it being the height of the

‘breeding season, (middle of May) and we soon procured a

specimen by the assistance of a gun, In vain were all the

trees examined for their nest ; not even the House-Sparrow

had resorted to these trees for to build amongst the foliage.
Patieuce and perseverance, however, which overcome in-

numerable obstacles, let us into the secrets of these little

creatures ; for by concealing ourselves contiguous to some

old pollard trees, (much decayed, especially where limbs had

-been cut off, leaving the trunk pervious;) to which several of
these birds were observed to be more than ordinarily atlached,

we had the satisfaction of observing one of them enter a

small hole, No doubts now remained of the place of nidia

fication ; and after suffering the bird to remain for some

lime it was driven out and shot, with a full expectation that

it would prove a female, the other having possessed all the

black marks which is asserted to characterize the male only.

‘To our astonishment, however, this was exactly similar in

markings; and we had yet to obtain the female. Two

others were afterwards shot by us en the same tree, both of
which corresponded exactly with these already in our pos-

session, which occasioned a strong suspicion that there was

some mistake in the usuai description of the distinction of
the two sexes; in consequence, these four birds were in-

stanily dissected for preservation by a friend and companion

in our tour, who wus requested while yet the gun was in

haad to send us the result of the enquiry: and as suspected,

they actually turned out to be two of each sex.

‘Thus one point had been cléurly brought to proof, and in
consequence saved the lives of many others: it only now
remained to enlarge the holes in the tree in order to seairch
for the nests, which by the assistance of a chisel was soon
effected, aud the nests belenging to the tweo pairs of birds®

were



SPA

were taken each with four eggs. - The materials with which
the nest is made, are the same as commonly adopted by the
House-Sparrow, chiefly hay and . feathers. “I'he eggs are
also similar 1o those of that bird, but smaller, weighing
from 34-to 41 graius.

The Tree-Sparrow appears to be much inferior in size to
the House-Sparrow, but the difference in weight is only
about a dram, this being six drams; and the length is ins
ferior by half an inch, being five inches and a half;  with
no discrimination of sexes by size, or by colour and mark-
ings. The fact is, that the young, as in the common Sparrow,
puts forth the black marks last, and covsequently in the
infant state of plumage it has been considered as the female.
It is a much more elegant species than the House-Sparrow,
and differs from that bird with respect to sexual distinction
in plumage, for every one knows the cuck from the hen of
that very common species, Ivingilla domestica. 'Fhe note
.of the Tree-Sparrow would ‘c¢nly be discriminated from the
other by persons of experien¢e in that science ; it is, however,
more shrill. So little do people in general know or dis-
criminate the bounties of nature with which they are sur.
rounded, that even the best informed in the neighbourhood
did not know the distinction of these two species.

It is now perfectly clear this bird resides amongst trees
only, and that it makes its nest in holes and cavities of such
as are decayed, and never amongst the branches, norin
buildings.

This species may be considered as one of the most local
of our indigevous birds ; and we suspect, by no meaus plenti-
ful in any part of England; but as the circumstance of
House-Sparrows sometimes making their nest in trees, has
occasione an opinion that they are a different species, and
have frequently been euntitled ‘T'ree-Sparrow, it is extremely

diflicult to Lace the true Fringilla Montana.
SPINCY.
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SPENCY. Vide Peirel-stormy.
SPOONBILL. Vide Shovelér-blue-winged and Duck Scaup.
SPOONBILL-WHITE. Platalea leucorodia.

Bewick Br. Birds, 11. t. p. 25.

Ia the formner part of this work mention was made, that the
Spoonbill had been sometimes seen on or contiguous Lo the coast
of South Devon. Since that period two Lave been shot, within
afew miles of Kingsbridge, both of which are in our collection.

. Thefirstisa young bird by the colour of the bill, and
short feathers on the back of the head ; the plumage is white
except the greater quill feathers, and the larger coverts bee
longing to them, which are more or less tipped with black,
and the shafis mostly of that colour; the alula spurie are
marked the same. Shot in November, 1804. '

The other an old bird, in the highest state of beauty, being
in its full plumage, was shot on the sixteenth of March,
1807; and though.it had all the appearance of a male from
the prodigions flewing crest, it turned out, upon dissec-
tion to be a female.

‘This beautiful bird weighed three pounds three ounces ;
measured thirty one inches to the end of the tail; and
thirty eight inches to the end of the middle toe : length of
the bill fiom the feathers on the forchead seven inches and a
quarter; breadth of the spoon nearly two inches; the
colour dusky, with transverse undulated ridges of black ;
the margin formed by a groove runnirs {rom the nostrils,
and surrounding the bill, is punctured ; thie point which for
an inch is nearly smooth, is of ai orange yellow; on the
inside-of both mandibles, near the base are several protu-
berances on cach side: from the bill to the eye, and the
orbits bare of feathers, and of an orange-yellow, without
any fine down, described by some authors. The whole
plumage is white, except the lower part of the neck, which.

i
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is yellowish-buff, becoming faint behind : the feathers on the
top of the head encrease in length by degrees, those of the
hind head are from three to five inches long, forming a .
most beautiful flowing crest of slender yellowish-white
feathers. The Spoonbiil has been rarely observed with this
fine flowing crest, but probably this is lost after the breeding
season, and not resumed till towards the following spring;
for there can be no doubt that the male is possessed of such
a crest as well as the female.

The frachea is somewhat comnressed, and the cartilagi-
nous rings are very fine and tender; at the lower part is a.
flexure, reflecting. and again relurning, two inches or more
in length, before it enters the cavity of the breast; this con-
volution forms somewhat the figure of 8, but the flexures:
only touch, not cross each other, and the points of contact
are united by fine membranes. Buffon remarks the double
inflection in the {rachea of this bird, and compares it to what
has been observed in the Crane. Willughby says ¢ We
did not observe in our bird those reflections of the wind-pipe,.
which Aldrovandus mentions and figures.””

Surely Willughby must have been deceived, since it is
now proved that the female Las this singular flexure in the
wind-pipe ; and in no instance has that sex been observed
to possess any sipgularity in that part, of which the male is-
destitute. '

In the stomach of the specimen here described, there were
several small fishes, in a half digested state, and sume common:
Stickle-backs perfect in the @sophagus.

The flesh of this species is remarkably dark coloured when
dressed, but well-flavoured, beiug free from any fishy taste.

It is remarkable tha; both these birds were killed in conia.
rany with the Common Heron.

SPURRE. Vfde Tern-common,
STERN. Vide Tern-black. STINT-
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STINT-LITTLE. Vide Sandpiper-litile,
STORK or WHITE STORK. Ardea-ciconia,
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 32.
Wood Zoography, i. t. p. 519.

The Stork, althongh a bird of passage, covering a vast
extent of lerritory in its annua! migration from Persia and
other parts of Asia and Africa, into the northern parts of
Europe as far as Sweden, and in the lower parts of Russia;
spreading into Holland, and into Spain, especially about
Seville ; yet it is a very rare occurrence in England.

To the few instances on record, we are enabled to add one
shot at Sandwich in Kent, in-the year 1805 ; unfortunately
only the head and legs of this specimen were saved, and
are now in our possession, giving a proof of the fact.

The bill 18 seven inches and a half long from the tip to the
feathers on the forehead ; and one inch three eights deep at
the base; it is nearly straight, with the point of the upper
mandible slightly bent downwards, and rather exceeding the
other inlength ; the colour red : the length of the legs from
the middle toe to the knee isa fool; from the knee to the
joint of the thigh ten inches, six of which are bare of feathers,
and all the bare part of this as well as the legs are scaly ; the
toes are connected with a strong scaly membrane, the middle
toe to the outer as far as the second joist, and to the inner
as far as the fiist joint: claws extremely short and blunt.

Another Stork was shot in Hampshire, in the antumn of
1808, by the game-keeper belonging to Major Guiton, ‘I'he
Major had seen the bird in the morning, and shot at it,
without effect, being at too great a distance : in the evening
it was observed by the keeper, perched upon the top ofa
house, where it was shot. The same bird (probably) hLad
been noticed by some husband-men, several times for the’
preceding forlnight, contiguous to the place where it was
sliot STORM.-
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STORM-COCK.' Vide Throstle and Thrush-missel.

STRANY. VideGuillemot-foolish,

STRAWSMEER. Vide Wren-yellow.

SWABIE. Vide Gull-great-black backed.

SWALLOW-CAR. Vide Tern-black.

SWALLOW-CHIMNEY., Hirundo ruslica.
Bewick Br. Bi:ds, i. t. p. 201,

The Swallow, like otlier migrative birds varies a little in the-
lime of its appearauce and disappearance ;. actuated wholly
by the influence of season, the temperature of the atmosphere
directs it when to proceed on ils journey, and when to stop.
It is the present semsations that influence their actions,
for if the weather is mild, with a south or south-west wind,.
early in April, for a few days, Swallows and Martins appear.
So in the aulumn, if the weather is mild, from the middle of
Octeber to the middle of November, some continue with
us much later than otherwise, Lf atthese periodsthe wealher
suddenly changes to the other extreme, numbers perish for
waut of food. On the 5th of November, in the year 1805,
we ohserved some hundreds of Swallows and Martins flyiog
about in search of food, as active as in Midsummer, but the
whole of their tinie was occupied in collecting a scanty daily.
subsistance, for the wind had been easterly, with boisterous
and wet weather, for afortaight preceding ; so that being too.
weak to migrate, a great many perished, or were killed,
being so reduced us to be incapacituled for flight. In one
instance a dozen or more were {aken from a malt-kiln where-
they had taken sheller; some were dead, others dying, and
yet a little food was found in their giszard. Those who had
discovered a more than usual sheltered situation, and were
able to collect sufficient food, survived the bad weather, and
continued with us (in Devonshire) till aiter the middle of
November, when, by a little milder weather,  they recruited
their strength suflicient for a voyage lo the continent, where

every
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-every hour would bring them a degree ortwo nearer to their
winter quarters, and fuod as. rapidly increases. . |

On the 19th of November of the same year, we observed
the last Swallow ; and in no one instance had we ever before
seen any of this tribe so late; but in the Monthly Magazine
for March 1808, Mr. Greiz declares, that he saw between
thirty and forty Swallows, flying across Wansworth common,
in a Sonth-west direction on the ninth of last December.

Mr. Bewick relates an excellent account of the experiments
ofa Mr. Pearson on Swallows, with a view to obtain facts
with respect to the absurd obsolete opinions concerning
their winter ‘torpidity and submersion. The result of many
years confinement of these birds, was, that at no time of the
year did they indicate the smallest tendency to torpidity, much
less to creep into an element, which from their conformation
-would prove an everlasting sleep. - This gentleman concludes
his account by observing, 1 have now, Jan. 20th, 1797, in
my house, Great Newport-street, Long-Acre, four Swallows,
in moult,in as perl'eét health as any birds ever appear to be
in when moulting”” ‘Those who wish to be informed of Mr.
Pearson’s treatment of these birds, in order to keep them in
health for three or four years, may obtain instruction, by
consulting Bewick’s British Birds, where a full account is
detailed.

At present, we shall leave further accounnts of the natural
history of this and other similar birds, for another place,
where the subject-of migration will be considered at large.

SWALLOW-HOUSE. Vide Swallow-chimney.
SWALLOW-SAND. Vide Martin-sand
SWALLOW-WINDOW. Vide Martin.
SWAN-HOOPING. Vide Swan whistling,
SWAN-WHISTLING.

Lath. Syu, Sup. ii. p. 311.

;4 Lin,



swa

Liu, Traus, iv. p. 105. t. 12. f. 12, (irachea)..
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. p. 272.

Doclor Latham, on the authority of Doctor Maton,. cone.
siders the Whistling-Swan as indigenous to Dorsetshire. The-
latter gentleman, in his Western Tour, remarks, that he saw-
them on the east side of the Chesil Bank in August. This is.
extremely early for the appearance of this species on our
coast, and had we not such authorily, we should be inclined
to suppose there was. some mistake, especially as the Mute:
Swan is perhaps in greaterabundance in the same neighbour-
hood than in any part of England. It is possible, however,
that a wounded bird of this species, incapable of migraling
1o the arctic regions to breed, might have induced its mate to
semain also ; and these might find security amongst the great:
quantity of the mute species. Such an accident only, would
we think, prevent the vernal migration of the Whistling-Swan..

Abbotsbury, in Dorsetshire, has been long famous for a.
large Swanery, at present much reduced, there not being
above six or seven hundred, whereas we are told that
formerly there were as many thousands. The- present pro-
prietor of these birds is Lord Hchester..

Many ridiculous stories have been told of the great strength
a Swan possesses in his wings, and how dangerous it is to.
approach the nest of this bird, for a blow from its wing has.
been known to fracture 2 man’s thigh. It is high time such
absurdities should be erased in this philosophical age ; and
that the miad of man should reason before he continues to
relate such accounts, only calculated to frighten children.’
Let the bones of the wing of the Swan be examined, and -
compared with that of the thigh of a man, or even of his
arm; (for it is well known: the size and strength of muscles
are in proportion to the size of the bone) and it will be
evident, that it woulif be as impossible for a Swan to break

a.

~
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z-man’s arms, as it would be to break his hecad with a reeds
The bone of a man’s arm would bear a weight or pressure
filty times as great as the boune of a Swan’s wing ; how then
is the inferior in size and strength to break the superior
without at least being itself fractured ? '

The pectoral. muscles of all birds are proportionably
stronger than the same muscles in the human frame weight
for weight ; but their bones on account of their necessary
levity are thin, tabular, and consequently brittle, and ill
calculated for partial concussion, though admirably suited for
geueral and equal pressure agaiust the yielding atmosphere.
It shou!d alsu be recollected that a bird is incapable of
striking with any degree of force while all his quill feathers
are perfect, the resistance of the air against such a surface
being too great to allow of its moving with sufficient velocity
‘to inflict any sensible pain: to give the greatest impetus, the
feathers shonld be cut short, as in the game Cock trimmed
for fighting, the power of whose wings.is greatly augmented
by such a reduction of surface.

Wihen we have taken a Swan by the wing, we felt no
uveasiness for the safety of our owu arms, but greatly
alarmed for fear in the struggle we might break the wing of
the Swan: and we are quite convinced that the face alune
need be guarded against the- pinion of any such hird.

The more enlightened part of our readers will pardon this
digression, if such it can.be called, as it must be their wish
as much as ours to find such nursery stories abolished from
the pages of natural history.

"Those, who like Buffon, can suppose that the Tame or
Mute Swan is descended from the Whislling species, (ime
properly called the Wild Swan,) should consult the internal
structure of the two birds, as well as the external appearance,
and their notes; and with such a knowledge all doubts will
cease,

x2 The
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~ The singular flexure in the frachea of this species has long
been known to mark a streng distinction, a very good figure
of which may be consulted in vol. iv. of the Transactions of
the Linncean Society, shewing the cavity in the keel of the
breast bone, into which it is received, and its returning to
enter the chest or thorax, in order to communicate with the
lungs. At the time that paper on the Zrachea of birds was
written, it was not known that therc was any sexual difference
in the structure and situation of the ¢raches; nor do we
believe, that any writer lias noticed the very great dissimilarity
- of this part io the two sexes. The figure referred to, repre-
. seuts a section of the keel of the breast bone of the female,
shewing the flexure of the ¢rachea in its cavily; which usually

~enters abount two inches aud a half, or three inches at
furthest, and then returns, there being no excavation in the
bone beyond. On the contrary, in the male, the {rachea
extends down the cavity of the keel, and afterwards enters the
breast bone, where there is no longer room at the posterior
part of the keel, and there the flexure is constrained’to change
- its direction from a vertical to a horizontal position, becoming
orbicular, by being greatly extended laterally,-and filling up
thewliole of the lower part of the breast bone quite down to
the sternum. Thus the lower part of the cavity that receives
the ¢rachea is very convex on the ins}de, and the bone so
extremely thin and membranaceous, that through it the
flexuous course of the frachea is easily defined. The
lower part of the keel of the breast bone, where the trachcu
turns, in order to takea horizontal direction, is much broader
than in the female, although the specimen’from which this
description is taken, is a male of the first year, in its brown
plumage, and the {rachea is not above two-thirds of the size
of that of the old female, (with which ‘we have compared it)
at the part which returns from the keel and enters the thorax ;
and from the comparison of Lhe other parts, we are .inclined
“to
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to.believe that part will even in maturity be found smaller in-
the male, in order to be belter accommodated, where it takes
the horizontal flexure in the thin part of the breast-bone.

The branchi, however, are larger, and the bony part at’
the lower extremity of the ¢rachea, to which the branchial
tubes are attached is not so much compressed. As the trachea
of the male goes down to the end of the breast-bone, which in-
this young bird is full six inches ; and inthe old female, it only
enters at farthest thiree inches, it is evident, that there must be-
at least, six inches difference in the length of the trachea
between the sexes, independent of what may be occasioned
Ly the natural superiority of size in the adult male. Several
specics of birds have a lengthened and flexuous ¢rachea, and
amongst the British, the Wood Grous, the Spoonbill, and the
Crane, but the latter is the only one besides the Swan, that
has hitherto been observed to have the trachea enter a cavity .
in the breast-bene.

We must not omit in this place, to remark a circumstance, -
that clearly shews what pature will perform, in order to
restore her works that have been deranged by accident. A~
wounded Swan was sent to us by the same kind friend from-
whom the other living specimen was received ; but this-
unfortunate creature had a most complicated fracture in - the -
bone of the wing, near the body. It lived for about four
months, fed heartily till within-a short time of* its death, and-
at that period the wound in the wing certzinly. did not affect-
its health ; but it never got up in flesh, and the directocca-
sion:of " ils decease appeared to be a flux. Curions to know
what nature had done with the fractured bone, the wound.
was examined, and we found a large fragment of the os humeri,
about an inch in length, still projecting through the skin, but
which was surrounded by a callous, like a tooth in itssockel,
that protected the flesh from its sharp and ragged edges. When
this was removed, we found, that about aninch of the remain-.

x3 ing
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ing stump of the os humeri attached to the ulna and radius 6f
the fore wing had deflected, and the joint become nearly mo-
- tionless ; but what surprised us most, was, the commencement
-of a new joint forming at thefractured part. The joint had
greatly enlarged,.2and had shot out strong cartilages, to unite
with the fractured end of the iuterior part of the os humeri,
~the point of which was also enlarged and closed.  Awn union
was lhus formed at the lower part, and the commencement of
‘a socket in one, to receive the head of the other was evident,
and a2 motion was obtained upon these points of contact, and
no deubt a rude joint preperly inesculated, would have been
formed, so soon as the large splinter had been removed, and
which in a little time would have been naturally effected, for
it had risen considerably by the pressure of the enlarged joint.
Upon a further dissection of the body, a bullet, the size of-a
pea (the same probably which had fractured the wing) was
~found to have entered the flesh on the same side of the body,
and lodged between the ribs. Within the body, in the direc-
tion of the bullet, a large unnatural substance of the size and
<figure of a hen’s egg, and of the colour of liver, was observed
between the liver and the gizzard. This was doubtless .
“; formed by the extravasated blood. caused by the contusion,
.and had not been taken up by the absorbent vessels, This
oval body was enveloped in a membrane, and was attached to
both the liver and the gizzard, by an extension-of its sur-
rounding membrane, and by that.means held in one place. It
- was tender, fragile, and more dry in its consistence than liver,
though similar in colour when first divided by the knife, bul by
its rapid absorplion of oxygen, on exposing the interior part to
the air, it became in a few minutes of a bright red ; a circum=
-stance that proves its sanguineous property,as blood is known
to powerfully altract oxygen, and by its chemical union the
change of colour to a bright red is effected. It is an extraordi-
nary circumstance, that so large a portion of coagulated bloed
should
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should have preserved its living priociple without vessels, so
generally necessary for the support of vitality : but as it had
retained the vital spark for fowr months, there can be no
reason for supposing it would have vanished, but with the
life of the animal, After this body had been exposed some
‘days to the air, it became putrid like all other animal matter,
‘divested of its vital principle. Hence we may infer, that
blood, or the circulating fluid ef an animal, retains in itselfa
large portion of that which is its office to convey ‘to the system
in support of life ; and thatnder ‘certain circumstances, it is
perhaps the only animal matter capable of retzining vitality
‘without organization, or in other words, that is not cor.
ruptible under similar circumstances.

Besides the double flexure in the ¢rachea, and the large
-cavity in the keel of the breast-bene for its reception, in this
species, another singular and specific character has lately been
discovered, not before noticed we believe. This is a small
corneous spur-at Lhe etad of the alula spuria.; it is about half
au inch long, and a little arcuated. 'Te the ingenious Mr,
Heury Boys we are indebted for the first notice of this cir-
<cumstaunee, and have since observed it in.a Swan of the first
year, as well as in the older birds ; but it is not easily dise
«ceruible .amongst the feathers, though sufficiently com
spicuous when they are removed,

The Australacian Cassowary has a similar spur at the
-extremity of its Giminitive useless wing.

A female Whistling Swan shot near Bridgewaler, in the
year 1805, got the better of her wound, and was kept by Mr.
Stone, with his Geese for nearly two years, during which
time she laid one egg: and we here beg leave to record our
public acknowledgement to that gentleman for his politeness
in presenting to us both the hird and the egg. But we must
at the same time acknowledge, that much is.due to the kind
assistance of Mr, Aunslice, at whosc instigation this acceplable
present was made. This
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This beauliful and docile bird is now alive and in high
health, living with many other sorts of Ducks in the greatest
harmony. Towards the spring she becomes more clamorous,
and impatient of confinement ; ‘but at all times will approach
those persons in the habit of feeding her, and will take
food from the hand, at the same time uttering those plaintive
and harmonious notes, for which the species have been
temarkable, and which is always attended with a singular
jerk of the head, She usually carries her neck slraigh—t and
ereet, either upon the water or when stationary on land ; but
in walkiog the head is lowered and the neck reclining over’
the back. In the season of love she frequently flaps along
the surface of the water, and would undoubtedly fly, if the
precaution of annually cutting the feathers of one wing was
omilted, for whatever might have been the wound that was
the cause of caplivity, nature has performed a perfect cure.
Her nature is gentle, timid, and sociable ; will follow those
with whom she is acquainted from one side of the menagerie
to the other, especially ladies of the family dressed it white :
is often turned out of her course by a pugnaceons male
Shieldrake, and acls only offensively when food is the object,
and then only where resentment is not expected. She eats
but little grass on land, but will devour aquatic plants
occasionally ; barley, however, is her principal food, and
she never attempts to touch bread which is sometimes thrown
to other birds; nor will she devour small fish, which some of
the diving Ducks greedily eat.

The base of the bill in this specimen is as usual in adults,
of a bright yellow.

Whether from age or what other cause has not been
ascerlained, but the Swan differs materially in the colour of
its irides ; in some they are pale yellow, in others dusky. It
is evidently not a sexual distinction, since we have noticed
both sexes with dark irides, If it is the effect of age, it is.

. difficult
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difficult to delermine at what age the iris becomes pale, since:
the live Swan in our possession, whose irides are dusky, has
never made any change in that part since it was tuken, eight
years since, and the bird was then matured, although its age
could not be known,

The egg is very small in proportion to the bird, being not
near so large as that of a Chiua Goose, and is regularly oval ;
about three inches long, and of a ferruginous colour, with
some white blotches about the middle, appearing as if
artificially stained..

The young of this species are brown in their plumage for
the first year ; one which we examined on the sixth of March,
1809, and which measured three feet eight inches in length,
and weighed cight pounds and a quarter, had the bill flesh..
colour at the base: irides dusky. The feathers on the
forehiead and before the eyes, dull-orange; the restof the
Lead and upper neck behind, brown : the under parts white,
tinged with rufous : the lower neck behind, the wpper parts
of the body, scapulars,, coverts, and téil, cinereous-grey..

SWART-BACK. Vide Gull-great-black-backed.
TANG-WHAAP. Vide Whimbrel.. "
TARNEY. Vide Tern-common.
TARRACK or TARRET. Vide Tern.common,
TEAL. AnasCrecca.
Lath, Syu. Sup, ii. p. 360
Lin, Trans. iv..p. 108. t. 13, f. 1. (trachea)
Bewick Br. Birds, ii. t. p. 376.

The labyrinth at the bottom of the Zrachea of the Teal, is
very small, of a bony texture, but very thin, and of a sub-
oibicular shape about the size of a pea.

TEAL-AFRICAN.
Anas Africana, Gmel,Syst. i. p, 529,~Ind, Orn, ii. p. 876
Sarcelle
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“8arcelle d’Egypte, Buf. ix. p. 273.—PI. Eal, 1000.
African Teal, Lath. Syn. vi. p. 555.

There appears much reason for believing, that this and the
"Nyroca Duck are varieties of the same species, aod which it
will be seen in the preceding pages, were considered as differ-
ing only in sex from the Ferruginous Duck of Mr. Pennant.
We are assured that several of the Nyroca have been lately
bought in London.

TEAL-CRICKET. Vide'Garganey.
TEETING. Vide Lark-tit.
TEE-WHAAP. Vide Lapwing.
TEEWIT or TEUCHIT. Vide Lapwing.
TERN-BLACK.

Sterna fissipes and migra, Lin, Syst.

Nigra, Ind. Ora.ii. p. 810,

‘Black Tern, Lath.,Syn. vi. p. 367. A.

Bewick Br. Birds, ii. p. 203.
“Lesser Sea-Swallow,- Albin, ii. t. 89,

PROVINCIAL,
‘Stern. Car-Swallow.

“The'whole tribe of the Terns generally leave this country
“before the middle of October, but we obtained a specimen of
vthis bird, the beginning of November, 1802, in. Devonshire,
It was a young bird, we may conclude from the plumage.

The head was motiled with black and white ; the back
and scapulars brown and grey ; dusky at the setting on of the
wings and the ridge: the neck almost white, both behind and
before ; the under-parts of the bird mostly white, excepta
little patch of black on'the breast ; quills dusky.grey; tail

paler-grey

The sterna nigra of Linsceus is ‘without doubl, only a

wariety
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~variety of fissipes, and-has been thought so by others, though
lately made distinct without sufficient reason. The bird here
descrided, will shew the propriety of bringing all the synonyms
of sterne nigre together, with those of jfissipes.

It is remarkable that the under parts of this bird when
. young, or in its first plumage, should be white, so contrary

- to that of the Gull genus, which never become white in those

parts till after thefirst, and some not till the third or fourth
~meult. The black on the under parts of this species does
’not appear till after the first moulting.

In the breeding season, both sexes of this species have the
head, neck, and all the-under parts as far as the-vent, entirely
black, with now and then a few white feathers at the base of
the upper mandible : the legs dusky, with a tinge of red.

We observed great abundance of Black Terns on the fens
-of Lincolnshire during the breeding season, and could not
discersr any difference in plumage between the sexes: many
‘that had no white -on the head were opened, and males as
well as females ascertained.

About the middle of May this species prepares a nest of
flags or broad grass in the most marshy places, upon.a tuft
just above the surface of the water; and lays almost in.
-variably four eggs, weighing about three drams each.

The flight of the Black Tern is not very unlike that of the
~Groatsucker ; its-evolutions are rapid, and its turns short, by
which means it sometimes escapes the talons of- predaceous
‘birds, as we bad once an opportunity of witnessing, Ina very
“hard gale of wind many Terns were sporling ever the water,
when a Peregrine Falcon passed like a shoat, singled out his
bird, and presently coming up with the chace, made a pounce,
but the great dexterity of the Tern avoided the deadly stroke,
-and took a new direction. The Falcon, by his superior
velocity, soon regained sufficient elevation, to successively
~repeat his pounces, but at last relinquished the pursuit.

TERN.
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In the second Supplement to the General Synopsis, the
synonyms of Séerna obscura have been affixed to a species of
Larus, under the title of Brown-Gull, This Gull we
have before shewn is not a distinct speciess; but the young of
the Black-headed-Gull, to which we beg leave to refer.
With respect to the Brown Tern of -Ray, it ever has, and
ever will be in- obscurity ; but there eannot be the least
doubt that it is one of the Terns in its immature plumage,
most likely the common species Sterna Hirundo, which is
at first brown above, and the tail scarcely forked. See the
last species and the following.

Upon the subject of this, and the Brown-Gull, we have
been more diffuse under the article Black-beaded-Gull, both
in this work, and in vol. vii. of the Transactions of the-
Linnean Society, Lo which we refer the curious reader,

TERN-COMMON.
Sterna Hirundo Lin. Syst. .
Neevia, Lin. Syst. i. p. 228..
Gmel. Syst. i. p. 609. .
Bris, vi. p. 216.—6. t. 20. f. 2.
1d. 8vo. ii. p. 418.
Sterna Boysii, Ind. Orn. p..806. B.
La Guifette, Buf. viii. p. 339.—Pl. Enl. 924., 3
Sandwich Tern, Lath. Syn. vi. p. 358. A.
Clovenfooled Gull, Albin, ii. t. 82.
Kamtschatkan Tern. Arct. Zool, ii. p. 525.
Phil. Trans. Ixii, p. 421.
Bewick Br, Birds, 1i. p. 207.
Common Tern. Bewick Br. Birds, t. p., 199,

PROVINCIAL.
Kirmew, PicRet, Tarney, or Pictarme, Tarrack, or Tarret,
Rittock, or Rippock, Spurre, Sciaye,

c
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“Several young birds of this species, were sent to us by our
“late friend Mr. Bryer, of Weymouth, which had the head
. partly black; the back mottled with brown ; the wings

partly brown, intermixed with ash-colour; and the under
parts white, with the tail nearly even at the end.

A specimen from Senegal, in Africa, in the collection of
Mr. Vaughan, corresponds partly with theabove in plumage,
and is, without doubt, of the same species, but farther

“advanced, being a medium between ‘this and one hereafter
described,

It will be observed by the critical Ornithologist, ‘that this
species in its first or nestling feathers, so nearly answers the
description given of the Brown Tern, that we think their
synonyms should be inseparable.

"It is unfortunate for science when obscure accounts are
handed down to posterity, by respectable authors who claim
no small share of deference. But here it does not appear

‘that Mr. Ray ever had seen the bird he denominated Sterna
Jusca, but that the short account of the bird was commuui-
cated to him by a fiiend, the Rev, Mr. Johnson, vicar of
Brignal, in Yorksbire, who died in the year 1695 ; so that it
18 high time this ambiguous bird should be identified in the
young of the Common Tern above described.

Mr. H. Boys assures us this species is common in Scotlarid
especiually in the isle of May, in the Frith of Forth, where 'it
15 called Piclarne; and where it is esteemed a good relish
when split and broiled ; -and their eggs excellent when boiled
hard and eaten cold.

Extends to the Orkney and "Zet'and Tslands, where we
are assured by Mr. Flemiug they are known by the several
names of Tarrock, Tarrick or Tarret, Rittock or Rippock.

The plumage of the Terns, like that of the Gulls, differs
80 much between the infant and adult state, thatit is extremely
~difficult to assign to each their proper synonyms: indeed so

perplexing
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perplexing is the genus from this circumstance, and so much--
confusion has arisen from it, that it will scarccly ever be
possible to bring them into their proper places; some which -
are actually distinct have been confounded, while, without
doubt, many varieties of others have been described as distinct
species.  In this place, however, it is only our business to -
elucidate the subject as far as relates to British species,

Amongst the obscure Sterna, that of the Linncean nevia -
particularly claims our attention here, because we have no
dcubt that it is really belonging to this species, and it is no -
other than the Ilirundo of Limneeus in the state of
adolescence,

Buffon has also described a bird under the title of Guifette,
figured in the Plunches Enlumine, and- which is now with
great reason considered as the Linncan nevia ; but we cannot
agree with our friend Doctor Latham, and others, in consider-
ing these birds as varieties of the Sandwich Tern, Sterna Boy-
sii : the vast disproportion of size at once forbids it. Buf-.
fon’s bird is said to be a middle size between the Lesser Tern
Sterna minuia, and Common Tern Sterna Hirundo. The
Linncean bird is described to be eleven inches and a half in.
length: which is also a medium belween-the two last men-
tioned species, and greatly inferior to the Sandwich Tern,
which measures eighteen inches: and we cannot suppose
that these could have been brought together on auy other
account than that of the bill and legs being dark-coloured.

Mr. Pennant, in the Arctic Soolagy, describes his Kamt-
schatkan Tern, to have the bill and crown black, forchead
and space over the eye white : and says, *‘a bird, seemingly
of this species, was shot on the Severn, a few miles below
Shrewsbury, and it is among the elegant drawings of my
friend Joseph Plymly, Esq. of Longnor:”  For this supposed
species, Mr. Pennant reiers with great reason, to the Guifecle
of Buffon, figured in.the £'lunches Enlumine.

This
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This is without' doubt, the same bird as Doctor Foster
menlions, as a variety of the. Common Tern, found at
Hudson’s Bay, having the legs black,.and the tail shorter and
less forked. ;

Iia the year 1802; on the 2d of September, a Tern was shot
near Bath, as it was flying about the Avon; asketch of
which we were favoured with, by the late Mr. Robins of that
place, accompanied with the following short description :

“ The weight was three ounces ; the length twelve inches ;
breadth twenty-seven and a half, ‘The bill, legs, and feet
black, in olher respects much like the Common Tern.”

We have no doubt that had Mr. Robins, carefully com-
pared this bird with the Sterna Hirundo in the adult
plumage, he would have observed that it differed from ic,
i possessing the white forehead, and also in other parts of the
plumage. But from all these accounts, though imperfect,
we are quite clear, that the bird in question is now before us, .
aul that it is, without doubt, the Sterna Hirundoin the
adolescent stale of plumage; of which the following is a-
description.

Length nearly twelve inches : the bill dusky-black, rather
exeeeding an inch-in length to the feathers on the forehead,
shaped like that of the Common Tern = irides dusky : the
forehead is white, the top of the head the sane, streaked with:
black, by being intermixed with black feathers ; the back of
the head, taking iun the eyes and extending down part of the
neck behind, black, like that of the adalt ; before the eyethe
feathers are streaked as on the crown, but close to the orbit is
a full black line, extending half-way round it ; the hinder half
€losa to the orbit is white: the back and sides of the neck,
and whole under parts white: the back is cinereous like the
adult, but differs in having the margins paler : the scapulars
the same, with dusky-brown borders, tipped Like the last ; the
longest of these feathers that reach over the rump are tipped

with
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‘with white : the lesser coverts of the wings, from thegid e
are dusky-black, with pale margins, becoming gradually
‘Tighter, till the two largzest series of coverts are cinereous,
with pale margins like the back : all the quills are cinereous,
rather darker than in the adult, the primaries darkest, or
what has been termed blue-grey, and slightly tipped with
white ; the tertials have a brown tinge : the tail is less forked
than in the adult, and white, with the outer webs of the three
exterior feathers more or less of the same colour as the
primary quills : the legs aud feet dusky-black, ‘but like the
bill possess a rufous tinge : the wings exceed the tail in length
rather more than those of the adult, because the lateral tail
feathers have not acquired their fuil length.

This, and other similar birds were shot in the month of
Novewber, on the south coast of Devon; and we think
there can be no doubt that it is the Buffonian, as well as the
Linncean bird referred to ; and there is as little doubt that it
1 also the Sterna Mirundo immaturely feathered, but
further advanced than that state in wuich we conceive the
same species has been described under the title of Sterna
obscura. The appearancé of this bird is iufantine ; the
light margins of the feathers are ‘characteristic marks of
immaturity, observable in almost every specics of birds, and
well exemplified in the whole race of Gulls, which has till
lately caused such perplexity in that genus.

With respect to the habits of the Guifette of Buffon, we
have no doubt he was deceived by tiose who gave Lim the
_information, or at lcast the habits of the IHirundo must be
very differeut in Picardy, than in Sussex and Kent, the
‘opposite coast, and at no great dislance from each other. It
i3 thercfore probable, the manners of Sterna fissipes,
have been cenfounded with this, when the Guifelle is said te
smake a nest in tlie marshes on a tuft of grass or moss.

Such habits are peculiar lo the fissipes or Black Tern, and

v
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we believe to no other European species. It is however, not
the first time we have discovered where that great naturalist
‘has been deceived.

It will be observed, that in the former part of this work,
‘we had prefixed all the synonyms of the Linneean nevia te
the Sandwich Tern, upon the authority of the Index Orni.
thologicus.; but it must be evident, that the disproperlion
of size isso great, as to preclude all possibility of their being
"the same species. Having now the good fortune to identify
the Buffonian Guiffette, and which has been, with great
probability, considered to be the Linnecan n@vie, we beg
those synonyms attached to the Sandwich Tern, as a variety,
-may be cancelled, haﬁng brought them to this species; and
we request, that -these may be added to those already
innumerated in the former part of the history of Sterna
Hlirundo or Common Tern.

TERN-GULL-BILLED. Sterna Anglica.

As we have in some of the preceding Terns been reducing
‘the species, so we ftrust it will clearly appear that there are
two very distinct species confounded for the Sandwich Tern.

Before we enter into a comparative -definition of the (we
-species, it will be proper to remark, that amongst several
‘birds which Doctor Latham spared to Mr. Vaughan from his
collection, we recognized the original Sandwich Tern, -from
which the drawing was taken by the daughter of the Doctor,
and afterwards engraved for Mr. Boys’s History of Sand-
wich. 'This:identical bird was sent by Mr. Boys to Doctor
J.atham, as a new species, and as such was denominated
Sandwich Tern in the General Synopsis, and.afterwards in
the Index Ornithologicus, Sterna Boysii, makiug it known
‘by those appropriate names, ihe original discoverer, and the
place where found. Doctor Latham assures us he never had
‘but two Sandwich Terns, the one sent to him by Mr. Boys,

: W -and
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-and the otlier by Docter Leith of Greenwich, and: that tley .
were similar.  The specimen, however, before mentioned,
is evidently the one from which the original drawing and-
descri'ption were taken, asthe attitude evinces. 'I'l.is'specimen
Mving been presented to.us by our friecnd Mr. Vaughan, has-
been Lhe occasion -of the fortunate discovery, that a distings
species, apparently more commoun, has been erroneously con-,
sidered to be that bird ; an error we . confess to -have fallen .
into, incommon with all other Naturalists,

From the gencral resemblance of -these two species, it is
probable that the one in question would have long remained
confounded, had it not been for the means -of bringing the
two together, (beiug in possession of the new species) which,
from the shape of the bill, is denominated the Gull-billed.
"Lern, 4 promiuent character of distinction between the two :
and as it has originated in England we have added the more
scientific name of Sterna Anglica.

Our specimen of this species we shot in Sussex, and have
kuown others to have been killed about Rye. T'wo of these
Wirds are in the collection of Mr. Vaughan, both sent to Lim
for the Sandwich Tern, '

"Now, in order to define the distinction of these two species,
we shall make a comparative description.

The bill of the Boyséi is two inches long, slender, and
a'most regularly subulate, and is black, wilth a pale horn-
coloured tip. That of the Anglica is not above an inch and
a half leng, thick, strong, and angulated on the under man-
dible like the bill of a Gull, and wholly black: upper part
of the head of the DBeysii is black, spotted with white on the
forehead and part of the crown. "In the Anglica the uppér
part of the Lead, laking -in the eyes, is also black, and
extends mych farther down the back of the head and part of
the neck ; and in the several specimens examived there has
been only two er three white feathers on the crown., 'Fbe

“upper
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upper parté of the body of the former are of a paler grey,
or as Doctor Latham terms it, hoary lead-colour; and the
tail, as well as their upper coverts quite white. The general
plumage of the Anglica above is darker, being cinereous,
andthe tail and its upper coverts like the back, the outer
feather on each side only being white. The greater quills of
the Boysii are hoary black on the outer webs, and more
than half of the inner, near the shafts, from the points, but
gradually becoming less towards the base, the shafts and in-
terior margins quite to the tip white,

In the Anglica the quills are hoary, but the tips of the
first five are black, for an inch or more, without the smallest
margin of while on that part; in olher respects the wings are
somewhat similar, except that part of the inner webs which is
white, does not quite reach the margin, the very edge being
dusky for half the length of the feathers.

Iu their legs aud feet there is as great a difference as in
their bi'ls-; the legs of the Boysii are nearly one third shorter,
black with a slight rufous linge, measuring scarcely oue inch
and a half in the ¢ibie ; the foot is small, and the claws re-
markably hooked. The legs of the .dnglica rather exceed
two inches in length from the heel to the knee, their colour
vufous-black ; the toes langer than in the other species,
especially the middle toe ; and the claws unusually straight.

It will be observed, that in the former part of this work,
this species was described for the Sandwich Tern, from a
specimen in our possession, having been like others led into
the error for want of comparison : but the instant we had an
opportunily of bringing the two birds td@ther, the distinction
was evident,  The bill and legs aloue are so poinledly
characteristic, that at first sight the species may now be
determined, independent of plumage. The size of the two
species are nearly the same, bu' the Sandwicl is a longer bird,
being about eightcen inches in length, aud two feet nine
inches in breadth, 3 TERN-
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TERN-LESSER. -Sterna minuta,
Bewick Br, Birds, ii t. p.-201.

The very great difference in the plumage of this species
between the nestling and the adult, will shew the necessity of
-great caution in ascertaining the several species of ‘the genus.
The young .are seldom capable of flying till the first or
-gecond week in July ; at which time the plumage of the
-upper part is more or less of a pale yellow-brown, intermixed
- with cinereous.; and on the back and scapulars each feaiher
“has an angular bar near the end; on the back of the head
the feathers are black tipped with grey: the quill feathers
.are of an elegant cinereous grey, white at the edges, amd
slightly tipped with yellowish-brown : -the tail is nearly even
»at the end, almost white, with a dash of cinereous; in the
middle of each feather a dusky spot on each web, and the
1ips yellowish: the whole under parts white, the bill dusky,
tinged with yellew: legs dull yellow.

" ‘I'his species is not considered so plentiful as the Sterna Hi-
sundo, but in some places it is extremely commion : on the
coast of Lincolnshire it appears to exceed the other in num-
‘ber, especially about Skegness. At that place we sometimes
observed three egas together, for they.-make no nest. The
“weight of the egg s from two drams forty grains, to three

-drams.

TERN-ROSEATE, °Sterna‘Dougallii.

Jt will be seen, we have already given a-nmew species of
sterna, which has most commonly been confounded with the
Saudwich-Tern : and it may appear extraordinary, that
another new species of this tribe should lately be discovered
in this country. |

T'o Dr. M¢Dougall, of ' Glasgow, the amateurs of science
are indebted for this valuable discovery, several of which -

weie
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were shot'in the west Highlands of Scotland, and of two.

- preserved in that gentleman’s cblleclion, he was so obliging as-
to favour us with one of them, aeccompanied with a full
description, taken upon the spot while {he birds were fresh.
Of this description, therefore, we shall Qire the substance as
nearly as possible, occasionally introducing any thing that
may have occurred to us upon examination .

- Length fifteen inchesand a half: the bill one inch five
eighthis long to the feathers on the forehead, slender, slighily
curved, and ofa jet black colour, except at the base, whiche *
is-of a bright orange, extending about the eighth of an inch in
breadth on the upper mandible from the corner of the
mdulh, round the front, and round the nostrils; and on the
under mandible, extending from the apgle of the moulh
along the sides as far as.the feathers on the chin, and rather,
beyond on. the under part: the inside of the mouth and
throat bright orange, becoming darker towardsthe end of the
beill : irides black : the tongue one half the length of the billy:
of a pale red colour, and bifurcated at .the point: the fore-
Ieead, crowa, hind part, and sides of the head, taking in the
eyes, except a small portion of the lower part of the orbit,
jet black; the black feathers on the hind head thinly diffused,
and flowing over the white down the back of the neck ; .the
feathers on the sides of the bead, exlending in a parrow line
along the upper mandible to the nostrils, and onthe sides of
the neck white : the whole under parts are whiie, but. the
fore-part of the neck, breast, and belly to beyond the vout,
are tinged with a most delicate rosy blush: the back, scapulars,
.and covertsof the wings, pale cinereous-grey : the quill
feathers are narrow, the first has the exterior web black,
with a hoary tinge ; the others are hoary on that part-; and
part of the inner web next to the shaft of the first-three or
four is hoary-black, becoming by degrees paler in the suce
eceding feathers, all deeply margined with white - quiie to the

¥3
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tip, and the shafts of all are white : Iength of the wing from
the elbow to the extremity of the first quill feather, nine inches
and a quarter: the tail is greatly forked, the outer feather is
scven inches long, extending two inches beyond the wings
when closed, extremely slender, and the end for an iuch or
more slightly ciliated ; the middle feathers are scarcely three
inches in length, they are all white, destitute of any markings:
the legs and feet, -including the bare space above the knee,
which is nearly half an inch, are of the brightest orange
colour ; the claws black and hooked,

Such is the description of this interesting species of Terns
but we must not withhold Doctor M‘Dougall’s very correck
comparalive observations, which we shall transcribe:

¢ This Tern is of a light and very elegant figure, differing
fromthe Sterna Hirundo in the size, length, colour, and
curviture of the bill ; in the comparative shortness of the
wing in proporlion to the tail ; in the purity of the whiteness
of thetail, and the peculiar conformation and extraordinary
length of the lateral feathers. It also differs from that bird
i the length, colour, and size of the Jegs and feet.

“ From the Sandwich Tern it differs essentially in the
shortness of the wings in proportion to the tail, and coma-
pletely in the colour of the legs and feet.”

From thiese notes, which Doctor M*Dougall took upen the
spot where the bird was killed, we might collect sufficient ine
formation to consider it as distinct. from any of the known Bri-
tish species, although many of its characters are very. similae
to those of Sterna Boysii. With.the Sterna Hirundo its prin-
cip‘al aml almost only similarily, isthat of size, if any thing,
rather inferior in bulk, but of greater length by reason
of the extraordinary long feathers of the tail,

‘The length of the bill is not only. rather superior, but is
mote subulate or slender, and not so much curved,. indepen-
deut. of the difference in colour, as noliced in Doctos

M‘Dougall’s
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M*Dougalfs-remarks. With respect to -the colour of ihe-
plumage, they are so essentially different, as to render it
scarcely worth comparing ; the upper parts of the [{irun.do -
are much darker, and the under parts destitute of any
roseate tinge : -the quills are darker and longer, and have no .
margin ofwhite near the end ; and the tail is less forked,: the -
feathers not white, but pale cinereous, with the outerfeathers .
black on the exterior webh.

With all the British species of sternz before us in several
of their nsual changes, we can have.no ditlicully in agreeing
with Doctor M‘Daugall, that his bird is.distinct from.cither of |
those recorded as Brmsh, and we really believe is enlirely a.
new species. \

In plumage, shape -of the bill,. and gereral appearance,
except in its very inferior size, it bears a great resemblaunce tos
the SandwichTern : but.the:colour of the: bill and legs, as.
well as the extraordinary- length' of: tail in this, would be-
safficient marks of. distinction, even .if tire size had not been.
so greatly different.. The circumstance too. of the Sandwich,
"Tern possessing a tinge of:blush on.the -feathers. of the breast
towards their base, though not apparent till they are lifted up,,
is another singular affinity in- two species, which in some.
respects are widely distinct. We mention these circumstancesy
in-order to guard sueh persons, who may. fancy they know.
Letter than those who have strictly compared them, and
hereafter suppose them as.varieties.. It will be recollected
that in this tribe there is no distinction of sexes by size or
plumage, theugh if any thing the males are rather the largest,
Now the length of the Roseate Tern is -only fifteen inches
and a balf, including the extraordinary length of lail, whereas
the Sandwich Tern, with a much shorter tail, is eighteen
inches in length, and the former is a male, which.Doctor

M¢Dougall proved by dissection.

I:may also be added, that. the present-subject was shot
Wity
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with many others,on the 24th of July, 1812, all of ‘which are
exactly alike. The season of the year, therefore, as well as
the plumage, and sexual distinction, make it evident, that the
bird is in its fullest maturity, and consequently as distinct from
the Sandwich Tern as the Rook is from the Raven, or the
Lesser Black-backed from ihe Greater Black-backed Gull,
-and with more specific characlers of distinclion as have been
noticed,

In a subsequent leifer from Doctor M“Dougall, in reply to
‘several queries with which we troubled him, concerning the
habits of the bird, there are many remarks of great interest,
as tending to discriminate the species from its congenén,
even when on wing, and which we shall'in substance relate.

The places of resort of the Roseate Tern, are two small
flat rocky islands, in the Firth of Clyde, called Cumbrey
islands, in Milford Bay. On these islands, the Common
-'Tern swarms, so that the Doctor and his companions could
scarcely step withoul treading upon the young birds or eggs;
of the lalter two were usually together, but sometimes as many
as twenty, which bespeaksa eongregate incubation. The first
of the new species was shot by accident by one of the Doctor’s
companions, and happening to fall close to him on the rocks,
he was attracted by the beauliful appearanee of ils breast,
and immediately pointed out the peculiarily of the specics,
and requested the gentlemen who accempanied bim to shoot
others. Two more were proeured, and several escaped
wounded, for it was easy to perceive the difference between
this and the Common Tern, even on wing. After having
attentively examined the actions of the Roseate Tern, and its
appearance when flying, the Doctor computes that there was
not above one, in two hundred of the Common Tern, but that
they were casily singled out by the sporismen, amidst
thousands of the other species from the following circum-
stances, which we give in the Docter’s owm words, being
highly illustrative of the distinction of the species: The
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¢ The new specics was discerned by the comparative:
shortness of wing, whiteness of plumage, and by the elegance:
and comparalive slowness of motion ; sweeping along, or
resting in the air almost immoveable, like some species of the
Hawk ; and from the size being considerably less than that
of Sterna Lirundo.”

From the continual alarm of these birds,.by the presence of
the Doctor and his compauions on these little islands, neither
the eggs nor the young of the Roseate Tern could be clearty -
ascertained ; but several eggs were collected, that diffes.in.
size, colour, and shape.

Itis more \han probable, this bird will be found hereafter:
to congregate in other places, not remote from the longitudinak
line in wh